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Structure of Learning

From Year 5, the Prep school embraces a distinctive educational approach, mirroring the specialist
teacher model prevalent in Senior schools. This structure fosters a depth of knowledge and
passion in each subject area, ensuring our students receive targeted, high-quality instruction.

Form Tutor and Whole-Me Curriculum

At the heart of our School's philosophy is the development of the 'Whole Person.' Our Form Tutor
delivers a comprehensive 'Whole-Me' curriculum, akin to the British PSHE model. This curriculum
promotes personal growth, social responsibility, and emotional well-being, aligning with our
commitment to nurturing well-rounded individuals.

Subject Specialist Teachers

Students benefit from instruction by subject specialist teachers. This approach guarantees that an
expert in their field teaches every subject, fostering a deep understanding and enthusiasm for
learning. Our team of passionate educators ignites curiosity and inspires academic excellence
across a wide range of disciplines, including English, maths, science, history, geography, Thai,
Spanish, Mandarin, sport, drama, music, DT, art, and computing.

Setting for Targeted Learning

To further enhance the learning experience, we employ settings in English, maths, Thai, and
Mandarin. By grouping students according to their abilities, we create smaller class sizes and
enable teachers to deliver tailored instruction that meets the specific needs of each student. This
approach ensures that every child receives the support and challenge they require to reach their
full potential.
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English

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Fiction novel
Uncle Montague's Tales of Terror
(Gothic)

Identify Gothic features
Explore Gothic literature
(Dracula, Frankenstein)
Compare and contrasting
Predict and infer
Analyse effect
Map tension

Analyse: PEE Literary essay

Inform: formal letter
Apply structural and linguistic
features
Apply knowledge of Gothic genre
Apply tone of voice and character
linked to the novel

Entertain: Gothic narrative
Apply structural features:
Exposition, conflict, rising action,
climax, falling action, resolution

Apply linguistic features
Apply techniques to create
tension

Poetry
Introduction to
Narrative/non-narrative poetry
Narrative poem: 'The
Highwayman' (and others)
Explore narrative features
Explore ballad features
Explore rhetorical devices
Explore linguistic/poetic devices
Analyse effect
Compare and contrast with a
range of non-narrative poems

War Poetry
Explore theme and purpose
Apply poetic devices
Apply structural devices
Apply sound devices
Rehearse reading poem aloud
Perform poem in front of peers
Peer assess and feedback

Fiction novel
The Breadwinner' by Deborah
Ellis
Explore women and children's
rights
Analyse a range of non-fiction
and fiction sources

Writing: evidence to support
points
The Breadwinner
Writing to support opinions with
evidence and explanation
Exploring cultural norms and
stereotypes

Revisit all writing skills learnt
this year:
Additional focus
Choose titles
Planning grids: STEAL and PEEL
Proofreading
"Show" not "Tell" dialogue
Writing to create suspense and
tension

Purpose of Study

The Year 8 English curriculum aims to deepen students' understanding of literary genres, enhance
their ability to analyse and critique texts, and refine their writing skills across various forms.
Through the exploration of Gothic literature, narrative and non-narrative poetry, and culturally
significant novels, students will develop critical thinking, creativity, and the ability to express

complex ideas effectively.

Aims

By the end of Year 8, students should:
e Identify and analyse Gothic features in literature, understanding the historical and thematic

significance of classic works like Dracula and Frankenstein.

Develop skills in predicting, inferring, and mapping tension within Gothic narratives.
Explore the structure and features of narrative and non-narrative poetry, with a focus on

love and war poetry.




e Analyse cultural and political themes through The Breadwinner, understanding the impact
of women’s and children’s rights in different contexts.

e Strengthen writing skills by using evidence to support points, employing structural and
linguistic devices, and mastering various writing techniques, including Gothic narratives,
formal letters, and opinion pieces.

e Engage in peer assessments, oral presentations, and performances to build confidence in
public speaking and critical analysis.

How Parents Can Help

Reading Comprehension and Analysis:

e Encourage regular reading and discussions about the Gothic genre and its features, using
examples from Dracula and Frankenstein.

e Discuss the themes and messages in The Breadwinner, focusing on cultural norms,
stereotypes, and the importance of women’s and children’s rights.

e Explore different types of poetry together, analysing the themes, structure, and poetic
devices used.

e Encourage regular reading for personal enjoyment (weekends and holidays included).

Writing Practice:

e Support your child in writing essays and creative pieces by discussing the structure (using
PEE, STEAL, and PEEL grids) and the importance of using evidence to support their
points.

e Review their writing for structural and linguistic features, such as the use of Gothic
elements to create suspense and tension.

e Encourage proofreading and revising drafts to improve clarity, coherence, and grammatical
accuracy.

Oral Presentations and Performances:
e Help your child rehearse reading poems aloud, focusing on tone, expression, and the effect
of sound devices.
e Provide opportunities for them to perform in front of family members, offering constructive
feedback to build their confidence in public speaking.

By integrating these activities at home, parents can reinforce classroom learning and help their
child succeed in Year 8 English.




Mathematics

Overview of the Year

Term One Term Two Term Three
Ratio Area, volume and density Angles in parallel lines and
polygons

Name 2-D and 3-D shapes
Find the area of 2-D shapes
and compound shapes
Find the volume of cubes and

Understand ratio
Solve problems with ratio
Simplify ratios
Compare ratios and fractions

Angles between parallel lines
and the transversal
Co-interior, alternate and
corresponding angles

Express ratios in different forms cuboids
Convert metric units of mass and Construct triangles and special
capacity quadrilaterals

Proportion and scale
Direct proportion
Conversion graphs
Converting currencies and metric

Calculate interior and exterior
angles in any regular polygon
Prove geometric facts

Understand the units of
mass/density/volume

Solve problems with density,

mass and volume

units
Similar shapes and scale Area and volume in similar Tables and probability
diagrams shapes Construct sample spaces for one
Interpret maps using scale and or more events
ratio Equations and inequalities Find probabilities from sample
space, two-way tables,

Solve 1 and 2-step equations
Solve more complex equations
Form and solve equations
Solve equations with unknowns
on both sides
Understand and use inequalities
Solve and form inequalities
Solve inequalities with unknowns
on both sides

Venn diagrams and frequency

trees

Use the product rule to find the
total number of

possible outcomes

Algebraic manipulation
Form algebraic expressions
Identify and use formulae,
expressions,
identities and equations
Simplify expressions
Substitution, expanding brackets
Factorising single brackets
Expanding double brackets and
factorising
quadratic expressions

Circles
1 as a ratio
Calculate the area of a circle and
parts of a circle
Calculate area and perimeter of
compound shapes

Percentages
Convert fluently between key
decimals and percentages
Percentages of an amount
Calculate percentage increase
and decrease using a multiplier

Coordinates and graphs

Recognise and use lines of the Graphs and charts

Pictograms, bar charts and line

form y=mx
Recognise and use lines of the Work with percentage change charts
form y=x+c Drawing and interpreting pie
Explore graphs with negative Indices charts and line graphs
gradients Add and subtract expressions Choose the most appropriate
with indices graph or chart

Plot graphs of the form y=mx+c
Introduction to gradient
Find the midpoint of a line

Compare distributions using
graphs
Misleading graphs and charts

Simplifying algebraic expressions
by multiplying and dividing

segment indices
Solve problems with coordinates Laws for indices
and graphs Sequences
Generate and describe a

Standard form
Investigate positive and negative
powers of 10

sequence given a rule

Multiplying & dividing
or simple algebraic rule

fractions
Find the product of a pair of any | Four operations with numbers in Nth term of a linear sequence
fractions standard form Generate a sequence given a
complex algebraic rule

Divide any pair of fractions




Multiply and divide algebraic Interpret and represent data
fractions Types of data, identifying outliers
and errors
Line symmetry & reflection Finding the average and range in
Reflect a shape in a horizontal, ungrouped frequency tables
vertical or diagonal line Representing and interpreting
Rotational symmetry ungrouped, grouped and
Describe a reflection continuous data
Finding the mean and mode in a
grouped frequency table

Purpose of Study

The Year 8 Maths curriculum aims to refine students' grasp of algebraic expressions, equations,
and functions, and to explore more advanced geometry and statistics. Pupils will apply their skills
to solve complex problems and make connections between different mathematical areas. The
focus is on preparing students for advanced mathematical concepts and real-world applications.

Aims

e Refine Algebraic Skills: Advance students' knowledge of algebra by solving more complex
equations, inequalities, and working with algebraic sequences and functions.

e Deepen Understanding of Geometry and Measures: Explore advanced geometric concepts,
including circle properties and 3D shapes, and refine skills in measurement and area
calculation.

e Enhance Data Handling and Probability: Develop understanding of statistical measures and
probability concepts and apply these to analyse and interpret data in varied contexts.

How Parents Can Help

e Encourage Problem-Solving Strategies: Support your child in tackling complex problems by
discussing different strategies and approaches. Encourage them to break down problems
into manageable steps and explore various methods of finding solutions.

e Explore Data and Probability: Involve your child in activities that require analysing data,
such as creating graphs or interpreting statistics from sports or news. This practical
experience will enhance their understanding of data handling and probability concepts.

L
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Science

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Ecosystems
With a general theme about
explorers, this unit looks at

ecosystems and the factors that

affect them. This includes the
impact of human activity and the

importance of biodiversity. Includes
a field trip.

Combustion
This unit uses the context of
combustion engines to cover
combustion and oxidation
reactions, including those of
hydrocarbons, metals and
non-metals. The idea of an
exothermic reaction is introduced
and there is also a look at the
pollution of the air by the products
of fossil fuel combustion. There are
opportunities to discuss the impact
of global warming and methods for
controlling carbon dioxide
emissions.

Sound
This unit looks at how sounds are
made, transmitted and detected,
some uses of sound and compares
sound waves with waves on the
surface of water.

Light
This unit revises work from primary
on light, which is then extended to
consider how light travels and what
happens when it meets an object.
The unit is set in the context of
stage, film and illusions.

Plants and reproduction
This unit covers reproduction
in plants, both sexual and
asexual, although the former
is of chief importance.
Classification and biodiversity
are also covered. The theme
that is threaded through the
unit is the various uses that
we have for plants..

Force fields and
electromagnets
This unit starts by revising
previous work on magnetic
and gravitational fields, then
introduces static electricity
and the idea of an electric
field. Work on current
electricity
is revised, and then extended
to look at resistance
calculations and at some
uses of electromagnets.

Purpose of Study

The Year 8 Science curriculum is designed to deepen students' understanding of the natural world
by exploring ecosystems, plant reproduction, the periodic table, sound, light, Earth and space, and
combustion. Through hands-on activities, experiments, and a thematic focus on exploration,
students will develop critical thinking, investigative skills, and an appreciation for the
interconnectedness of scientific concepts.

Aims
By the end of Year 8, students should:
e Understand Ecosystems and Biodiversity: Explore how ecosystems function, the factors
affecting them, and the importance of biodiversity, with a focus on human impact.
e Comprehend Plant Reproduction and Classification: Learn about sexual and asexual
reproduction in plants, their classification, and the role of plants in human life.
e Grasp the Principles of Sound and Light: Investigate how sound and light are produced,
transmitted, and detected, and their applications in real-world contexts.



e Understand Combustion and Its Implications: Learn about combustion reactions, their
environmental impact, and strategies for reducing pollution.

e Understand magnetic, gravitational, and electric fields, static electricity, current, resistance,
and practical applications of electromagnets.

How Parents Can Help

Support Ecosystems and Plant Studies:
e Encourage your child to observe and document different ecosystems in your local area,
discussing how various factors affect them.
e Engage in gardening or plant-related activities to reinforce understanding of plant
reproduction and classification.
Enhance Learning of Sound and Light:
e Explore sound by experimenting with musical instruments or discussing the science behind
everyday sounds.
e Investigate light by experimenting with shadows, reflections, and prisms, or discussing how
light is used in technology and art.
Discuss Combustion and Environmental Impact:
e Engage in conversations about the role of combustion in everyday life, such as in cars or
heating systems, and discuss ways to reduce environmental impact.
e Encourage your child to participate in activities that promote environmental awareness, like
recycling or energy conservation.
Support learning about electromagnets
e Discuss everyday examples of fields and electricity, like fridge magnets, lightning, or
charging phones, linking these to classroom learning.

By actively engaging with these topics at home, parents can help reinforce scientific concepts and
encourage a deeper interest in the subject.

Prior knowledge is not essential but last year students in Year 7 learned about: Cells, Tissue and
Organ systems; Reproduction in animals; Mixtures and separation; Atoms, elements and
molecules; Forces.
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Whole Me

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Living in the wider world
Introduction to Whole Me
Class charter
Embracing change
Makes a realistic assessment of
their abilities and achievements

Health and wellbeing
World First Aid Day: Basic Life
Support
Drugs and alcohol
Vaping

Relationships
The qualities of positive, healthy
relationships

How to demonstrate positive
behaviours in healthy
relationships

About gender identity and sexual
orientation

Year group intervention: About
consent, and how to seek and
assertively communicate consent

Digital health and wellbeing
Makes a realistic assessment of
their abilities and achievements,

and prioritises areas for
improvement

Finding a strategy for personal
media balance

Understanding what online fraud
is and how to identify it in future

Explain why information about
them and their behaviours is
valuable to companies

Online Bullying: How to provide
support

Health and wellbeing
Childline Talk

Puberty and body development
(Recap from Y7)

Conception, childbirth and
contraception (Recap from Y7
and in line with reproduction in

science curriculum)

Living in the wider world
Year group intervention: To
understand what discrimination is
and to know how to address
discrimination in school.

To understand how stereotyping
can have a negative influence

Health and Wellbeing
Mental health
Personal Hygiene
Substance Abuse

Purpose of Study

The Year 8 ‘Whole Me’ curriculum aims to guide students in understanding their personal
development, relationships, and their roles in the wider world. This program encourages students
to assess their own abilities, make informed decisions regarding their physical and mental health,
and become responsible digital citizens. It addresses key topics such as discrimination,
stereotyping, consent, and substance abuse, equipping students with the knowledge to navigate
both the physical and digital aspects of their lives safely and confidently.

Aims
Students will;
e Make realistic assessments of their abilities and achievements, setting priorities for
personal improvement.
e Develop strategies for maintaining a balanced relationship with media and technology,
recognising the impact of their online presence.

11



Understand what online fraud is and how to identify and avoid it in the future.

Learn how companies value their personal information and behaviour patterns, and how to
protect their privacy online.

Recognise and provide support in situations of online bullying, promoting empathy and
responsible digital behaviour.

Understand the importance of mental health, hygiene, and personal wellbeing, developing
healthy habits to support physical and emotional growth.

Engage in discussions about substance abuse, including the dangers of vaping, drugs, and
alcohol, to make informed choices.

Recap on puberty, body development, and the basics of conception, childbirth, and
contraception, building on prior knowledge from Year 7.

Explore healthy relationships, including the qualities that make them positive and inclusive,
and learn how to assertively communicate consent.

Recognise and challenge stereotypes and discrimination, understanding their negative
influence and how to address them within their school environment.

How Parents Can Help

Encourage Self-Reflection and Goal Setting: Help your child make realistic assessments of
their abilities and achievements, and guide them in setting goals for personal improvement.
Celebrate their efforts and growth.

Promote a Healthy Media Balance: Discuss strategies for maintaining a balanced
relationship with media and technology. Encourage them to take breaks from screens and
engage in offline activities that promote wellbeing.

Teach Online Safety: Have conversations about online fraud and how to recognise potential
risks. Emphasise the importance of protecting personal information and being cautious
about what they share online.

Support Mental Health and Hygiene: Reinforce the importance of regular hygiene practices
and maintaining good mental health. Encourage them to talk openly about their feelings
and seek support when needed.

Discuss Substance Awareness: Talk openly about the risks of vaping, drugs, and alcohol.
Help them understand the long-term effects of these substances and encourage healthy
lifestyle choices.

Foster Open Communication About Relationships: Encourage discussions about healthy
relationships, consent, and respect for others. Teach them to recognise unhealthy dynamics
and how to assertively communicate their boundaries.

Challenge Discrimination and Stereotypes: Model respectful and inclusive behaviours at
home, and discuss how stereotypes and discrimination can negatively impact others.
Encourage your child to confront these issues in their school and community.

12



French

Overview of the Year

Special Occasions
Describing events using regular
present tense -ir & -re verbs
Buying food at a market using
transactional language
Talking about a future trip using
the near future tense
Writing about the new year
combining future and past tenses

Term One Term Two Term Three
French Programme A
Revision Poetry Unit Talking about your region
Holidays Develop knowledge about a Talking about where you live
The perfect tense French poet using different opinions
Interrogatives Analyse a French poem

Develop pronunciation
Learn a poem for competition
submission

Leisure and technology
Talking about digital technology
by answering and asking a
range of questions
Arranging to go to the cinema
using modal verbs
Talking about leisure activities
and using negatives
Looking up perfect tense verbs
when reading
Using three verb tenses when
speaking

Describing where you live using
pouvoir + infinitive

Saying what household chores
you do using devoir

Daily routine using reflexive verbs

and times

Talking about moving house using
irregular adjectives

Using three verb tenses when

writing

Sports and Leisure
Giving opinions about sports
using the comparative
Asking the way and giving
directions using the imperative
Using il faut to talk about healthy
choices
Talking about injuries and
illnesses using il faut
Interviewing a sports person
asking and answering questions
in
three tenses

French Programme B

Holidays

Saying what you did during the
holidays using the perfect tense
of regular -er verbs
Describing a visit using the
perfect tense of irregular verbs
Saying where you went using the
perfect tense of étre verbs
Describing problems on past
holiday using negatives
Asking / answering questions
about holidays using two tenses

Special Occasions

Describing events using regular
present tense -ir & -re verbs
Buying food at a market using
transactional language
Talking about a future trip using
the near future tense
Writing about the new year
combining future and past tenses

Leisure and technology

Talking about digital technology
by answering and asking a
range of questions
Arranging to go to the cinema
using modal verbs
Talking about leisure activities
and using negatives
Looking up perfect tense verbs
when reading
Using three verb tenses when
speaking

13



Purpose of Study

The Year 8 French curriculum aims to foster students' curiosity and deepen their understanding of
French language and culture. It focuses on developing the ability to express ideas and thoughts in
French, both in speech and writing, and to comprehend and respond to spoken and written French.
The curriculum also provides opportunities for practical communication, creative expression, and
the appreciation of French literature and culture.

Aims
By the end of Year 8, students should:

e Develop Confidence in Speaking and Listening: Understand and respond to spoken French
from a variety of sources, and engage in conversations with increasing fluency and
spontaneity.

e Enhance Writing and Reading Skills: Write in French for different purposes and audiences,
using a variety of grammatical structures, and read and understand a range of French texts,
including literature.

e Appreciate French Culture: Explore and appreciate the diversity of French-speaking
cultures through the study of language, poetry, and everyday contexts.

How Parents Can Help

Support Speaking and Listening Skills
e Encourage your child to practise speaking French at home, using phrases they have
learned in class.
e Engage in conversations about what they are learning in French, and ask them to teach
you new words or phrases.
e Expose your child to French music, films, or videos to enhance their listening skills and
pronunciation.

Assist with Writing and Reading
e Support your child in practising writing in French, whether through short phrases,
sentences, or longer texts.
e Ask them to explain the grammatical structures or tenses they are learning, reinforcing their
understanding.
e Read French texts or phrases together, discussing the meanings and cultural context of the
language.

Promote Cultural Appreciation
e Discuss the importance of language learning and cultural diversity. Explore the benefits of
knowing another language.
e Learn about French-speaking countries and their cultures. If possible, travel or explore
places with a French influence.
e Use language learning apps like Duolingo to make language acquisition fun and interactive,
enhancing your child's global mindset.

By engaging in these activities, parents can help their child develop a deeper understanding and
appreciation of the French language and culture.

14



Mandarin

Overview of the Year
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Mandarin Programme A Foreign

Greetings & introductions
thousand

counting 1 in Chinese
Talk about countries and
continents
Understand the difference
between

"Chinese names and English
names

Family and pets
Introducing ownself and family
members with more personal
information
Talk about friends
Talk about pets

Culture
Mid-Autumn Festival

Learn to read number up to ten

Learn the alternative word for

Everyday life

Talk about times, days of the
week, months, dates
Talk about own daily routine

Hobbies
Learn and understand
conversations about leisure
activities and sports
Read about leisure activities and
sports articles.
Talk about the leisure activities
and sports we play

Culture
Lunar New Year

Eating and drinking

Learn to the various food and drink
Learn to use iX JL. M JL to indicate
positions

Understand questions with /&% 8
and express one's own opinions
about food

Culture
Dragon Boat Festival

Hobbies

Mandarin Programme B Foreign

Learn and understand
conversations about leisure
activities and sports
Read about leisure activities and
sports articles
Talk about the leisure activities
and sports we play
Write own opinions of hobbies
by using & + complements of
degree
Learn to use 5t%% to describe
own opinions
Learn and understand the
difference between 7~ and ;%
Make sentences using —if...—
Learn and understand the
sentence structure of asking and
answering:

1) Subject + Activity + repeat the

Traditional foods for Lunar New

Eating and drinking
Learn to the various food and
drink

Learn to use iXJL. BiJL to
indicate positions
Understand questions with /&%
¥ and express own opinions
about food

Learn to use the measure words
a2 E, BOR AR
Learn and understand the uses
of particles I, IE. T
Learn to ask questions with
options using & =2

Learn to use position phrases
E..... X JL/FBIL

Learn the new 7 radicals

Culture

Year
Lunar New Year

Chinese poetry

Ordering food
Learn to read the menu and order
food in a Chinese restaurant.
Learn and understand
conversations about ordering food
in a Chinese restaurant
Learn to write a food review to
describe and comment on a
restaurant

Culture
Chinese popular comics
Dragon Boat Festival
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Verb in the activity + ZFE ?
2) Subject + Verb in the activity +
Z < At[E + B + Object in the
activity?

Learn the first 6 radicals

Culture
Traditional hobbies in China
Mid-Autumn Festival

Mandarin Programme B First
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Purpose of Study

The Year 8 Mandarin curriculum is designed to cultivate students' curiosity and deepen their
understanding of the Chinese language and culture. Through the study of Mandarin, students will
develop the ability to express their ideas and thoughts, both in speech and writing, while also
understanding and responding to spoken and written Chinese. The curriculum aims to equip
students with practical communication skills, introduce them to new ways of thinking, and allow
them to appreciate Chinese literature in its original form.

Aims
By the end of Year 8, students should:

e Comprehend and Respond: Understand and respond to spoken and written Mandarin from
a variety of authentic sources, including everyday conversations, media, and literature.

e Communicate with Confidence: Speak Mandarin with increasing confidence, fluency, and
spontaneity, engaging in discussions, asking questions, and improving pronunciation and
intonation.

e Develop Writing Skills: Write in Mandarin for different purposes and audiences, employing a
variety of grammatical structures learned throughout the course.

e Appreciate Chinese Culture: Explore and appreciate Chinese culture, traditions, and
literature, enriching their global perspective.

How Parents Can Help

Support Speaking and Listening Skills:
e Encourage your child to practise speaking Mandarin at home by using phrases and
sentences they have learned in class.
e Show interest in their learning by asking them to teach you new words or phrases and
discussing what they are studying in Mandarin.
e Enhance their listening skills by exposing them to Chinese music, films, or videos, which
will also help with pronunciation and fluency.

Assist with Writing and Reading:
e Support your child in practising writing Mandarin characters and sentences, focusing on the
correct use of grammar and structure.
e Ask them to explain the grammatical rules or sentence structures they are learning,
reinforcing their understanding.
e Engage in reading Mandarin texts together, discussing the meanings of words, phrases,
and cultural references to deepen their comprehension.

Promote Cultural Appreciation:
e Discuss the importance of learning Mandarin and understanding Chinese culture,
highlighting the global significance of the language.
e Explore Chinese traditions, festivals, and foods with your child. If possible, travel to places
with a strong Chinese cultural influence to immerse them in the language.
e Use language-learning apps like Duolingo to make learning Mandarin fun and interactive,
supporting your child's journey in becoming globally minded.

By actively participating in these activities, parents can greatly support their child's learning and
foster a deeper appreciation for Mandarin and Chinese culture.
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Spanish

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

What time do you have
breakfast?
Saying what food you like-opinions
Describing mealtimes-using
negatives

What Shall We Do?
Arranging to go out-using me
gustaria + infinitive
Making excuses-using querer and
poder

Holiday Homes

Describing a holiday home -

Using comparatives

Describing holiday activities -

Using the superlative
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Ordering a meal-using
usted/ustedes
discussing what to buy for a
party-using the near future
Giving an account of a party-using
3 tenses together

discussing getting ready to go
out-using reflexive verbs
Talking about clothes-saying
this/these
Talking about sporting events-using
3 tenses

Asking for directions - Using
the imperative
Talking about summer camps
- Using three tenses

Purpose of Study

The Year 8 Spanish curriculum aims to deepen students' understanding of the Spanish language
and culture, enhancing their ability to communicate effectively in various contexts. By engaging
with authentic sources, students will develop their skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
The curriculum is designed to foster curiosity about the Spanish-speaking world and to provide
students with practical language skills for real-life situations.

Aims
By the end of Year 8, students should:
e Understand and Respond: Comprehend and respond to spoken and written Spanish from a
variety of authentic sources, such as conversations, media, and literature.
e Speak Confidently: Communicate in Spanish with increasing confidence and fluency, using
correct pronunciation and intonation.
o Write Effectively: Write in Spanish for different purposes and audiences, utilising a range of
grammatical structures and tenses.
e Appreciate Spanish Culture: Explore and appreciate Spanish culture, including traditions,
literature, and contemporary issues.

How Parents Can Help

Support Speaking and Listening Skills:

e Encourage your child to practise speaking Spanish at home by using phrases and
sentences they have learned in class. Ask your child to change the language of series,
films they watch to the target language.

e Show interest in their learning by asking them to teach you new words or phrases and
discussing their lessons.

e Enhance their listening skills by exposing them to Spanish music, films, or videos, which
will help with pronunciation and fluency.

Assist with Writing and Reading:
e Support your child in practising writing Spanish sentences and paragraphs, focusing on
correct grammar and structure.
e Discuss with your child the grammatical rules and sentence structures they are learning,
reinforcing their understanding.
e Read Spanish texts together, discussing vocabulary and expressions to deepen their
comprehension.

Promote Cultural Appreciation:

e Discuss the importance of learning Spanish and understanding Spanish-speaking cultures,
highlighting the global relevance of the language.
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e Explore Spanish traditions, festivals, and foods with your child. If possible, travel to
Spanish-speaking regions to immerse them in the culture.

e Use language-learning apps like Duolingo to make learning Spanish engaging and
interactive, supporting your child's journey in becoming globally minded.

By actively participating in these activities, parents can significantly support their child's language
learning and foster a deeper appreciation for Spanish and its associated cultures.

History

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Who should take credit for
abolishing the Slave Trade?
Life before slavery, Slave trade

triangle, Life on plantations,

What do sources reveal about
the cause of WWI?
Assassination of Franz
Ferdinand, MAIN (militarism,

Did the civil rights movement
bring significant change to the
USA?
Emancipation, Jim Crow Laws,
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Reisistence on plantations,
Jamaican fight for freedom,
abolitionists.

How has the British Empire
shaped the world today?
Creation of the British empire,
Scramble for Africa, British India,

alliances, Imperialism,
nationalism), Reasoning behind
alliances, Encirclement of
Germany

What was the impact of WWI
for global communities?
Trench warfare, weapons, Battle

Segregation, NAACP, Martin
Luther King Jr, Black Panthers,
Modern issues

Revision and retrieval
Exam revision and retrieval of key
information.

British Australia, Justifications for
the Empire, Decolonisation,
Legacy.

of the Somme, Diversity at the
Somme, Mesopotamia campaign,
Treaty of Versailles

Purpose of Study

Our History curriculum for Years 7 and 8 aims to develop pupils’ understanding of society, power,
conflict, innovation, social justice, and religion through chronological and thematic study. Pupils are
encouraged to think critically about cause and consequence, change and continuity, and
significance, using enquiry and evidence to construct informed interpretations. The curriculum
fosters curiosity about how past events have shaped societies and the modern world, enabling
pupils to make connections across time and place and to appreciate multiple perspectives.

Who should take credit for abolishing the slave trade?

e Aims: To investigate society, power, social justice and significance; develop enquiry and
cause/consequence understanding.

e Key learning: Pupils examine life before slavery, resistance, abolitionists, and the legacy of
slavery, reflecting on multiple perspectives and historical impact.

e How parents can help: Explore abolitionist biographies, discuss fairness and human rights,
encourage pupils to share findings.

How did the British Empire impact the world?

e Aims: To understand power, society, conflict, innovation and cause/consequence; develop
enquiry and evaluation skills.

e Key learning: Pupils study empire formation, colonies, decolonisation, and global impacts,
reflecting on both positive and negative legacies.

How Parents Can Help

e Discuss maps and timelines, explore lasting cultural or economic effects, encourage
debates about perspective.

What caused WWI?

e Aims: To examine conflict, society, and power; develop significance and chronology skills.
Key learning: Pupils explore MAIN causes, assassination of Franz Ferdinand, weapons and
tactics, linking causes to consequences and historical context.

e How parents can help: Discuss WWI remembrance, explore family or local history, watch
age-appropriate documentaries.

What was the impact of WWI for global communities?
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Aims: To investigate conflict, innovation, society and social justice; practice interpretation
and analysis.

Key learning: Pupils study trench warfare, campaigns, and the human and societal impact,
understanding global diversity and consequences of conflict.

How parents can help: Discuss stories from different countries, reflect on social change,
encourage pupils to explain impacts.

Why was the Civil Rights movement significant?

Aims: To examine social justice, society, and power; develop significance and continuity
understanding.

Key learning: Pupils study Jim Crow laws, activists like Martin Luther King Jr., and
achievements of the movement, reflecting on enduring relevance.

How parents can help: Discuss equality and fairness today, explore biographies or
documentaries, connect history to current events.
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Geography

Overview of the Year

Term One Term Two Term Three
Why are coastal landforms What is the danger of a single How sustainable is RST?
dynamic? story Africa? Fieldwork investigation into
Coastal features, the forming of | Mapping Africa, Physical features | sustainable practices at Rugby
coasts, erosion and deposition, (climate, coasts, landforms), School.
longshore drift, impact of weather | Natural resources, The Scramble
and climate change. Protection for Africa, China and Africa Revision and retrieval
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and intervention. relationship, Technology Exam revision and retrieval of
(including climate change key information.
How has the frequency and innovations).
severity of extreme weather
events changed? How can sustainability save
Types and causes of extreme the planet?
weather, microclimate, Trends in Introduction to sustainability,
extreme weather events, Natural resources, agriculture,
Increasing extreme weather energy, water management,
events, Case study: The Haiyan Development and Barriers to
Typhoon sustainability.

Purpose of Study

Our Geography curriculum for Years 7 and 8 aims to develop pupils’ understanding of place,
space, scale, interdependence, physical and human processes, and sustainability. Pupils learn to
interpret data, conduct enquiry, and communicate findings, using geographical skills to evaluate
the relationship between people, environments, and development. The curriculum encourages
pupils to understand global challenges, recognise patterns and trends, and consider human
responsibility in shaping the environment, fostering informed, reflective, and responsible global
citizens.

Why are coastal landforms dynamic?

e Aims: To understand physical processes, place, interdependence and sustainability;
develop enquiry, explanation and evaluation.

e Key learning: Pupils explore erosion, deposition and long-shore drift, and consider human
interventions. They understand how coastal environments change and why protecting them
matters.

e How parents can help: Visit local coasts, observe features, discuss human impact on the
coast.

How has the frequency and severity of extreme weather events changed?

e Aims: To study physical processes, sustainability, and human impact; develop use of data,
interpretation and evaluation skills.

e Key learning: Pupils examine trends in extreme weather, causes including climate change,
and consequences for communities. They learn to interpret evidence and evaluate
responses.

How parents can help:

e Observe and track weather locally, discuss global impact, explore climate change solutions.
What is the danger of a single story Africa?

e Aims: To evaluate place, interdependence and human processes; develop interpretation,
perspective and communication skills.

e Key learning: Pupils explore diverse African physical and human geography, considering
stereotypes and the importance of multiple perspectives.

e How parents can help: Explore cultural diversity, discuss media representation, encourage
research beyond simplified narratives.
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How can sustainability create a balanced relationship between humans and the environment?

e Aims: To study interdependence, human processes, sustainability; develop enquiry,
evaluation and explanation.

e Key learning: Pupils examine natural resources, agriculture, energy, and barriers to
sustainable development, developing practical understanding of human-environment
balance.

e How parents can help: Discuss sustainability at home, explore recycling and energy use,
encourage pupils to think critically about solutions.

Fieldwork: How sustainable is RST?

Aims: To apply enquiry, data collection, interpretation and evaluation skills in a local context.
Key learning: Pupils collect and analyse data on energy, water, recycling and waste,
developing an understanding of local sustainability challenges and proposing
improvements.

e How parents can help: Support local sustainability projects, discuss findings and ideas,
encourage reflection and problem-solving.
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Music

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Percussion Unit: Music
of Africa

This unit explores the rich
musical traditions of various
African countries, focusing on the
central role of percussion,
rhythm, and movement.

Key Ideas

Traditional Learning: Students
will learn how music is
traditionally taught in Africa
through speech, rhythm, and
movement. They'll learn a
variety of songs and their
rhythmic accompaniments.

Rhythm & Polyrhythm: The unit
will focus on learning and
performing traditional rhythms
and polyrhythms. Students will
learn to identify these complex
rhythmic patterns and compose
their own.

Improvisation: Using call and
response techniques, students
will build confidence to improvise
rhythms on classroom percussion
instruments.

Texture: Students will use
pentatonic scales to layer
multiple melodies and create
polyphonic textures.

Instruments & Ensembles: We
will explore a variety of traditional
African instruments and
understand their roles within
different ensembles.

Aural Skills & Theory: Students
will continue to develop aural

Year Level Musical: Unit
Summary

This unit is centered around
putting on a musical! All students
will have the opportunity to
participate, whether through solo
singing, duets, or as part of the
chorus.

Key ldeas:

Performance Skills: Students

will gain confidence and stage

presence through the audition

process and performing for an
audience.

Score Reading: Students will
learn to read and follow musical
scores to perform their assigned

parts.

Character & Emotion: We'll
explore how music is used to
bring characters to life and
enhance the story. Students will
analyze song lyrics to understand
their characters' motivations and
emotions.

Musical Analysis: Students will
study the various musical styles
and techniques used in the
show's songs to create different
moods.

Collaboration: All students will
work together to create a
cohesive and exciting final
performance.

Aural Skills & Theory: Students
will continue to develop aural
skills through rhythmic and
melodic exercises. Students will

What is Music?: Unit
Summary

This unit challenges students to
answer the fundamental
question: What is music? By
exploring the boundary between
sound and music, students will
delve into the works of
20th-century composers who
pushed the limits of traditional
music.

Key Ideas

Defining Music: Students will
grapple with the difference
between sound and music,
providing them with a framework
to analyze a wide range of
diverse musical genres.

Modern Music: We will explore
pivotal 20th-century musical
genres and techniques, including
Minimalism (Philip Glass),
Aleatoric music (John Cage),
Impressionism, Serialism, and
Atonality.

Composition: Students will have
the opportunity to experiment
with various compositional
techniques for themselves,
including using graphic notation
and extended instrumental
techniques to create new
sounds.

Performance: Students will work
as soloists and in small and large
ensembles to perform pieces
from each of the genres studied.

Music Theory: Throughout the
unit, students will continue to
develop their music theory skills,
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skills through rhythmic and
melodic exercises. Students will
continue to develop their
understanding of music theory at
their level. The goal is to
complete ABRSM grade 2 by the
end of year 8.

NOTE: students currently
completing ABRSM music theory
either as an activity at RST or
outside RST will be supported to
continue working at their current

continue to develop their
understanding of music theory at
their level. The goal is to
complete ABRSM grade 2 by the
end of year.

NOTE: students currently
completing ABRSM music theory
either as an activity at RST or
outside RST will be supported to
continue working at their current
level.

working towards completing an
internal ABRSM theory test at
their current level.

NOTE: students currently
completing ABRSM music theory
either as an activity at RST or
outside RST will be supported to
continue working at their current
level.

level. This unit offers a fun and

practical way for students to
apply their musical skills while
experiencing the collaborative
process of putting on a musical.

Purpose of Study

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality
music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as
musicians, thereby increasing their self-confidence, creativity, and sense of achievement. As pupils
progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose and
listen with discernment to the best in the musical canon.

Aims

Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres,
styles, and traditions, including the works of great composers and musicians.

Learn to sing and use their voices, create and compose music on their own and with others,
and have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument and use technology appropriately.
Understand and explore how music is created, produced, and communicated, including
through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture,
structure, and appropriate musical notations.

How Parents Can Help

Enrol your child in one of the school choirs or in private music lessons (additional cost
involved).

Ask your child to sing you one of the songs they are learning at school or for the musical.
Encourage them to play some of the songs they are learning on a piano or their instrument.
Attend live music performances together and discuss what you see and hear.

Foster curiosity about music by asking questions like: Where do you think this music came
from? When was it written? What do you think about it and why? Do you like it or dislike it?
Why?

Expose them to a broad range of music from different times and cultures. Consider creating
a weekly challenge to listen to music from a different country each week.
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Art

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Theme: Figure it Out
Workshops and Skill
Development

Artists Studied: Delita Martin,
Bobby Baugh
This term focuses on developing
observational drawing skills,
mark-making, and mixed media
experimentation through
figure-based themes. Students
are introduced to contemporary
artists who use the human form
to explore identity and culture.
Emphasis is placed on
understanding how artists
communicate meaning visually,
laying the groundwork for future
conceptual and contextual
analysis.

Theme: Figure it Out
-Collaborative Extension
Group Large-Scale Banner

Project

Artists Studied: Delita Martin,
Bobby Baugh
Building on Term One, students
collaborate on a group artwork,
learning the value of teamwork,
planning, and visual storytelling.
This introduces them to
processes similar to those used
in IGCSE projects—developing
ideas, refining techniques, and
working towards a resolved
outcome. Students reflect on
their creative decisions and
articulate how these relate to
their chosen themes.

Theme: Still Life
Skill Building and Formal
Assessments

Artists Studied: Contemporary
Still Life Artists
This term emphasises precision,
composition, and tonal work
through a structured still life unit.
Students analyse the work of
modern still life artists, exploring
both traditional and experimental
approaches. Research tasks help
students practice how to
investigate and present
information about artists, styles,
and themes — a crucial IGCSE
skill.

Developing Senior-Ready Artists

Throughout the year, students are gradually introduced to the expectations of the Senior school
and IGCSE Art & Design. This includes:

e Exploring contemporary artists to build awareness of modern themes, media, and

approaches.

e Learning to research artists and concepts effectively using visual analysis, annotation,
and contextual understanding.

e Understanding how to develop a personal artistic journey, from initial idea to final

piece.

e Building portfolio practice that shows experimentation, reflection, and refinement.

Engaging in critique and self-assessment, preparing students to evaluate their own and others'

work thoughtfully.

Purpose of Study

Art can become a therapeutic outlet, promoting self-reflection, resilience, and a sense of identity.
Learning to appreciate art as a reflection of human experience will deepen students' empathy and
cultural awareness. Additionally, art education fosters collaboration and communication skills
essential for success in a globalised world. Whether through group projects, critiques, or

exhibitions, students learn to give and receive constructive feedback, honing their ability to work
effectively with others.
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Aims

Art education extends far beyond technical skills and producing beautiful artworks. It
nurtures creativity, critical thinking, and emotional intelligence.

Empower students to become lifelong learners and engaged citizens who appreciate
beauty, think critically, empathise deeply, and contribute meaningfully to their communities.
Promote holistic development and enable students to use art as a means of self-expression
and reflection.

How Parents Can Help

Be encouraging and celebrate your child's interest in art to motivate them and enhance
their creativity.

Provide your child with a sketchbook to explore, experiment, and express themselves
freely.

Engage in discussions about art with your child, including visiting galleries or exhibitions to
deepen their appreciation and understanding of different artistic styles and concepts.

Ask your child about the artists they are studying and encourage them to share their
thoughts on the themes and techniques explored.

Year 8 Summary

Year 8 in Art is a year of exploration, transition, and confidence-building. Students refine key skills
such as drawing, painting, mixed media, and composition, while also learning how to think like

artists-

asking questions, experimenting with ideas, and connecting their work to contemporary

themes. Collaborative and independent projects encourage ownership and creative risk-taking. By
the end of the year, students are not only stronger technically, but also more thoughtful, informed,
and prepared to engage with the demands of Senior level work.

29



PE

Overview of the Year

Season 1

Season 2

Season 3

Season 4

Assessment Focus:
| am a Thinker
| am Engaged
| am a Communicator

FMS Focus:
Ball Skills
Reaction

Dynamic Balance
Counter Balance

Lessons:
Basketball
Volleyball

Dance & Muay Thai

Assessment Focus:
| am a Problem Solver
| am Physically Fit
| am Resilient

FMS Focus:
Stance
Footwork
Seated Balance
Floorwork

Lessons:

Football

Athletics
Striking Games

Assessment Focus:
| am a Leader
| am a Skilled Performer
| am a Collaborator

FMS Focus:
Sending & Receiving
Ball Chasing

Lessons:
Swimming
Sport Education
Invasion Games

Assessment Focus:
| am a Leader
| am a Skilled Performer
| am a Collaborator

FMS Focus:
Jumping & Landing
One Leg Balance

Lessons:

3 v 3 Basketball
Futsal
Racket Games
OAA

All students in the Prep School receive 3 double PE lessons per week

In Season Sports

In Season Sports

In Season Sports

In Season Sports

Basketball
Tennisl
Cross Country

Volleyball

Football
Athletics
Tennis
Netball

Rugby
Touch
Badminton

House Competitions: Cross Country, Sports Day, Swim Gala, Football, Basketball

Purpose of Study
In PE, our aim is not only to help children enjoy being active but also to prepare them for life. Using

our Hands, Head and Heart model, we support pupils to grow their confidence, teamwork,
resilience and problem-solving skills, while encouraging them to stay healthy and engaged.

Aims
e Physical education at our school develops thinking skills, physical literacy, and social

awareness.
Our curriculum builds problem solvers, decision-makers, and adaptable leaders.
Through inclusive activities, students find enjoyment, connection, and meaningful
movement.

e They learn to express themselves, collaborate, and build empathy, leaving school motivated

to stay active for life.

How Parents Can Help

Ensure students are prepared with the correct kit.

Encourage physical activity outside of school.

Sign up for extra sporting activities.

Reinforce the importance of staying active and living a healthy life.
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Thai Programme

Overview of the Year

Term One

Term Two

Term Three

Children Novel: 211981516y
This term, we will learn the Thai
novel "Chang Sam Ran." Students
will focus on analysing characters,
setting, atmosphere, and the moral
of the story. Additionally, students

will work on summary writing.

Analyse
Character
Setting
Plot
Theme
Conflict
Reflection of modern society

Creative writing focus
Compare and contrast essay

Literacy focus
Complicated letters (Weigyausan
£11n)

Final letters
Cluster words (Aau i/ 13iwi)

Thai culture and events
Wai Kru
Loy Krathong

Historical novel: yWwinguiiana
This term, we learn about Thai
literature through

"Buppesannivas." Students will
explore the history, economy, way
of life, and architecture of the
Ayutthaya Kingdom through
literature. Additionally, students will
focus on opinion writing on various
topics.

Periods of time
Focus on the historical events
Relate to Thai history

Analyse
Knowledge from reading

Creative writing focus
An expository essay

Literacy focus
Formal and informal language

Thai culture and events
Songkran

Thai historical knowledge
Ayudhaya

Literature: 27u2n9quunu
nau ANdawauLIIN
This term, we will learn about Thai
poetry through "Khun Chang Khun
Phaen" and explore the culture,
way of life, and beliefs of Thai
people in the past. Students will
delve into Thai verse and poem
interpretation. Additionally,
students will learn about common
idioms used in everyday life.

Analyse
Morals from the story
Characters
Consequences
Verse and its form

Learn about Thailand's history
Setting in the story reflects Thai
society, belief and way of life
Social status: female's rights in
Ayudhaya and Rattanakosin eras

Creative writing focus
Thai verse

Literacy focus
Thai proverbs and idioms
Identity of Thai language reflected
by Thai literature

Thai historical knowledge
Back to Rattanakosin period
The greatest king: King Rama Il

Thai for Non-Thais

Thai Culture and Event
Wai Kru ceremony
Loy Krathong festival

At the hospital
People in the hospital
Useful verbs for the topic
Adverbs and adjectives

Thai culture and Event
Geography of Thailand
Thai craft/Thai cuisine

Songkran

Occupations
Occupations
Personal information
Adverbs and adjectives

Thai Culture and Event
Famous Thai product
Thai games / Thai dance

Travelling and Thailand
Four regions of Thailand
Landmarks
Tourist attraction
Adverbs and adjectives
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Purpose of Study

The Thai Programme aims to deepen students’ understanding of Thai literature, culture, and
history through engaging with classic texts and exploring cultural events. Students will develop
their analytical and creative writing skills while gaining a greater appreciation of Thailand’s literary
heritage and historical context.

Aims

e To analyse and interpret various Thai literary works, including novels, historical texts, and
poetry.

e To explore Thai culture, historical periods, and significant events through literature and
cultural practices.
To develop creative writing skills, focusing on essays and poetry.
To enhance literacy through the study of complex language structures, proverbs, and
idioms.

How Parents Can Help

e Encourage students to read and discuss Thai literature at home to reinforce classroom
learning.

e Support students in practising writing skills, such as essays and creative pieces, related to
their studies.

e Discuss Thai cultural events and historical contexts with students to deepen their
understanding and appreciation.

e Engage with students in conversations about the themes and moral lessons in the literature
they are studying.

Expat Programme

Purpose of Study

The Expat Programme focuses on integrating Thai language and cultural knowledge with practical
and contextual learning. Students will explore Thai culture, events, and geographical information
while enhancing their language skills through various thematic topics and practical scenarios.

Aims
e To develop a comprehensive understanding of Thai culture, including festivals, historical
events, and geographical features.
e To improve language skills through practical applications, such as discussing occupations,
personal information, and travel.
e To build vocabulary and understanding of Thai through thematic topics and relevant
language structures.

How Parents Can Help
e Encourage students to use Thai at home in daily conversations and discussions about
current events.
Support learning through family discussions on Thai culture and geography.
Engage with cultural events and practices outside school.
Reinforce learning by practising new vocabulary and structures together.
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Computing

Overview of the Year

Term One Term Two Term Three
We are app planners We are market researchers We are app developers
Planning the creation of a mobile Researching the app market Developing a simple mobile app
app
We are interface designers We are marketers
We are project managers Designing an interface for an app | Creating video and web copy for
Developing project management a mobile app
skills

Purpose of Study

The Computing curriculum aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the
app development process, from planning and research to design and marketing. By engaging in
hands-on projects, students will develop practical skills in project management, interface design,
and app development, preparing them for future technological challenges.

Aims

To develop skills in planning and managing technology projects, including app creation.

To explore market research and design principles essential for creating user-friendly
interfaces.

To gain experience in developing a mobile app and creating promotional content.

To enhance understanding of the app market and learn how to effectively market a product.

How Parents Can Help

Encourage students to explore and discuss the features of apps they use, and how these
might be improved.

Support students in researching and understanding market trends and technology
advancements.

Help students practise project management skills by assisting with organising and tracking
tasks for their projects.

Provide opportunities for students to present their app ideas and promotional materials to
family members for feedback.
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Design and Technology

Overview of the Year

Term One Term Two Term Three
Health and safety CAD Table project completion
Cutting list / manufacture planning Use of standard components
Set up a digital portfolio page Technical drawings Marking out
Start manufacture Drilling
Table project introduction Laser engraving Assembly
Design skills Cutting - machine tools & mitre Presentation, photographing of
Analysis of existing products saws Bandfacer finished product
Inspiration boards Planing Evaluation
Pattern research and maths links Sanding Extension
Development of final ideas Assembly, use of fillers, use of jigs | Wall art relief or table coasters as
CAD set up for accuracy extension

Transition to senior D&T
Design skills (marker rendering) /
CAD project

Purpose of Study

Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous, and practical subject that encourages students to
use creativity and imagination to solve real problems. Pupils design and make products within
various contexts, considering needs, wants, and values. The subject integrates knowledge from
mathematics, science, engineering, computing, and art, teaching students to become resourceful,
innovative, and enterprising. Evaluating past and present designs promotes a critical
understanding of the impact of technology on daily life and the wider world.

Aims

To develop creative, technical, and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks
confidently and participate in an increasingly technological world.

To build and apply knowledge and skills to design and make high-quality prototypes and
products for a wide range of users.

To critique, evaluate, and test ideas and products, including those of others, to refine and
improve them.

How Parents Can Help

Encourage students to regularly update their digital portfolio at home and show interest in
their class work.

Support practice of skills learned in class, such as sketching design ideas digitally or by
hand, and using selected CAD apps like Onshape.

Foster a broader interest in design and technology by visiting architectural sites,
researching designers and design history, and exploring technological developments.
Encourage students to present extra projects, research, or work they do outside of class on
their digital portfolio.

Promote reading design magazines or websites and participating in relevant design
competitions.
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Encourage students to photograph interesting details in their surroundings and add these to
their digital portfolio as a record of their interests.

Drama

Overview of the Year

Term One Term Two Term Three
A Monster Call’s Year 8 Production Home- Devising Theatre
In-depth script analysis and Engage in the full "Page to Create original work from stimuli,
practical exploration of dramatic | Stage" process, learning about focusing on structuring
elements, including character, various theatre roles, stage performance, physical
voice, movement, and technical | areas, and developing ensemble expression, discussion,
design performance skills. articulation, and creative
interpretation around the theme
of 'home'

Purpose of Study

The purpose of the Year 8 drama curriculum is to further refine and extend students' dramatic skills
and understanding, preparing them for the rigours of GCSE Drama qualification. This curriculum
aims to challenge and inspire students to explore a diverse range of theatrical styles, genres, and
techniques. It promotes creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, and cultural awareness while
developing students' confidence and ability to express themselves through drama.

Aims

By the end of Year 8, students should be able to:

Create and portray complex characters with depth and psychological realism, using a
variety of acting techniques.

Devise and script original drama that explores challenging themes and diverse
perspectives, showing a sophisticated understanding of dramatic structure and genre.
Experiment with theatrical styles and techniques such as naturalism, expressionism,
absurdism, physical theatre, and improvisation, demonstrating versatility and risk-taking.
Refine and polish drama through collaborative rehearsal, incorporating feedback and
making informed artistic choices to enhance productions.

Perform with confidence and technical skill, using a range of vocal and physical techniques
to engage audiences.

Analyse and evaluate drama from multiple perspectives, including those of playwrights,
directors, actors, and audiences, showing a critical understanding of the theatrical process.
Research and apply historical, social, and cultural contexts to drama, understanding how it
reflects and shapes society and promotes social justice.

Collaborate effectively, taking on leadership roles, negotiating artistic differences, and
resolving conflicts constructively.

Understand and use a sophisticated vocabulary of dramatic terms.
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Curriculum Overview
A Monster’s Call

Script Analysis & Character Exploration: Read and discuss the script, exploring characters,
setting, and plot. Use techniques like Still Image, Thought Tracking, and Hot Seating to
delve into character motivations and relationships.

Physical & Vocal Techniques: Use abstract body movement to create scene images and
explore different qualities of movement. Work with expressive voice techniques, including
pace, emotion, and proximity, to build dramatic tension.

Ensemble Storytelling & Design: Work as an ensemble to create the monster through
creative theatre-making and develop storytelling. Plan and consider lighting, sound, and
stage design elements to enhance the production

Year 8 Production

Theatre Roles and Stagecraft: Learn about essential theatre roles such as actor, director,
choreographer, and stage manager. Understand and utilize stage areas like upstage,
downstage, stage left, and stage right.

Script Work and Rehearsal Process: Engaging with a script, by learning lines, blocking
scenes, and practicing choreography. Make creative choices about the character's
background and motivation.

Ensemble Performance and Confidence: Emphasis is placed on ensemble work and
building confidence throughout the "Page to Stage" process. Refine performance skills,
including vocal expression and stage presence, through rehearsals and a final
performance.

Devising: 'Home'

Exploring the Concept of Home: Investigate the meaning of 'home', discussing factors that
influence why people leave home, the experiences of having more than one home, and
starting anew. Exploring personal heritage and aspirations through an "identitree".

Devising through Physicality and Poetry: Use diverse stimuli, including poems like
"Refugees" by Warsan Shire and "My Honest Poem" by Rudy Francisco, to create devised
pieces. Utilize physicality, such as movement sequences and still images, to represent
emotions and journeys.

Group Collaboration and Creative Interpretation: Engage in group collaboration to structure
performances, articulate ideas, and explore individual and shared identities. Respond to
themes of identity and migration through creative expression and reflection.

How Parents Can Help

Expose your child to diverse theatre and performance, both online and in person, to
broaden their understanding of different styles and genres.

Encourage reflection on their experiences and perspectives related to drama and theatre.
Support your child in learning lines and preparing for the Year 8 production, helping them
practise and review their performance material.

Encourage research into different dramatic styles, cultures, and historical periods. Provide
access to relevant books, films, and online resources.

Attend school drama events and offer positive and constructive feedback to your child and
their peers, fostering their growth and confidence.
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