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Magical ‘Vertigo Art Show’
The Second Annual Vertigo Art Show held at the Tribe Restaurant, Grace Bay, Providenciales on Saturday, November 4, brought out some of the best artwork in 
Turks and Caicos. The artists whose work were on display were Ance Dorisca - the organizer of the event, Aneesa Khan – a budding artist, Lucie Winton-Stubbs 
and Michael Fennimore. The artwork captured the country’s natural beauty and heritage, and also as other displays such as abstract pieces.
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String 
artist Ance Dorisca 

explains this piece work 

Lucie Winton-Stubbs with other 
pieces of her work Michael Fennimore poses beside his two of his 

art pieces featuring and young Mick Jagger and 
an older Mick Jagger 

Lucie Winton-Stubbs, who is inspired by the ocean, 
shows off some of her work at the event 

Aneesa Kahan is pictured 
beside a piece of her work 

Ance Dorisca, a string artist, views some of his 
work at the event 



NOV. 10, 2023 - Nov. 17, 2023  NEWSLINE TCI | Page 3



Page 4 | NOV. 10, 2023 - Nov. 17, 2023  | NEWSLINE TCI

The Department of Environmental and Coastal 
Resources (DECR) has provide an update on the 
discharge of soot from the Carnival Magic as the 
cruise boat was about to depart Grand Turk. 
The following is the news release from the DECR:

The Department of Environment and Coastal Re-
sources (DECR) wishes to inform the general public 
about an incident on November 1, 2023, in Grand 
Turk, which led to the release of a substantial 
amount of soot into the surrounding environment.

At approximately 17:30 local time on November 1, 
2023, a cruise ship bearing the call sign “Carnival 
Magic” was preparing for departure at the Port of 
Grand Turk when it experienced a complete black-
out. This unexpected power outage resulted in the 
discharge of a significant quantity of soot from the 
ship.
The Port Agent promptly notified the Port Authori-
ties and the Department of Environment and Coast-
al Resources, which swiftly dispatched teams to the 
scene to assess the situation. Upon examination, it 
was determined that the substance released into 
the water was soot, covering an estimated area of 
around 2000 square feet.
In response to this incident, a comprehensive plan 
was implemented, which included deploying con-
tainment booms to mitigate the spread of the soot 
away from the ship. Local operator Talbot, who was 
near the port area, also assisted. The DECR worked 
assiduously with the Port Authority, Grand Turk 
Cruise Center, and local volunteers to remove the 
soot from the water even though unfavourable sea 
and lighting conditions hampered it.
The Carnival Magic cruise ship departed from the 
Port of Grand Turk at approximately 8:45 PM that 
evening.
This incident, a first-time occurrence of this nature 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands, is currently under 
investigation. The Department of Environment and 
Coastal Resources, in collaboration with the Ports 
Authority and the Department of Fisheries and 
Marine Resources, is actively working alongside 
the Cruise Centre to review existing measures. The 
goal is to prevent future incidents of this kind and 
enhance the efficiency of response and mitigation 
measures.
The Minister, Hon. Josephine Connolly, emphasized 
that the “Ministry and, by extension, the Govern-
ment remain committed to ensuring the protection 
and preservation of our pristine environment, and 
we are dedicated to responsibly addressing this in-
cident.”
We appreciate the understanding and cooperation 
of the community and will provide updates as the 
investigation progresses.

Government Provides Update On Oil-based Substance 
Allegedly Released From Carnival Magic

This photo taken by a Carnival Magic Passenger Chuck 
Richards and posted on his X (Twitter) Account.

A photo of the Carnival Magic, which is alleged to 
have emitted what appeared to be black oil-base 
substance off the coast of Grand Turk.
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Government’s Appointed Member to the House 
of Assembly Hon. Jameka Williams is calling on 
the Tourism Ministry, Royal Turks and Caicos 
Islands Police Force and Hotel Association to 
launch an education campaign to educate tour-
ists on the risk of bringing guns on their trips to 
the TCI.
Making her contribution in the House of Assem-
bly on October 26, Williams described the inci-
dences of tourist caught with guns and ammu-
nition either on arrival or departure as worrying 
and unfortunate. 
“It is unfortunate that in these islands we have 
seen a spike in the number of cases with our 
tourists bringing firearms and ammunition into 

the TCI,” she highlighted. “Perhaps the Tourism 
Ministry in collaboration with the RTCIPF and 
the Hotel Association should launch a campaign 
to educate our tourist and discourage these ac-
tions.”
 Telling the House that she will always be a 
strong backer of the police force’s fight against 
criminality, Wiliams pointed out that the coun-
try already has a gun issue and hinted that, 
tourists arriving with weapons only exacerbates 
the problem.
“A few months ago, in this house we passed laws 
to modernize our police force and increase fines 
and offences as it relates to gun crime. There 
is no secret that we have an issue with gun re-

lated crimes, and I want to reassure this House 
that the police department that will always have 
my support when apprehending those persons 
who make the decision to carry or use an illegal 
firearm to cause harm. Last I checked we do not 
manufacture or distribute firearms in this coun-
try. If you are found with an illegal firearm you 
should be prosecuted.  
 “But the public has a concern and if they are 
concerned so am I. Classism is alive and well in 
these islands. I can go on and on of many exam-
ples of it, but I’ll stick to the issue of firearm and 
ammunition,” she stated.
She asserted that some tourists were not get-
ting the prescribed sentences stipulated by law 
as it relates to gun crimes. The penalty for gun 
crimes in the TCI is automatic incarceration as 
prescribed by law.
Williams told the House that she believes the 
playing field should be made equal when it 
comes to gun crimes. She believes that the jus-
tice system should move with equal alacrity and 
imposition of sentence for all parties regardless 
of locals or tourists.
“The same tourists that I mentioned who was 
either found with a firearm or ammunition, in 
their case it appears as if our justice system han-
dles their cases swiftly and they are given a fine 
as their penalty although recently a tourist was 
sentenced to 8 months imprisonment.
“But when it is our Turks and Caicos Islands peo-
ple who find themselves in similar circumstanc-
es, our justice system seems to not move so 
swiftly, and their usual punishment is the man-
datory minimum sentence.
“There must be equality and balance in the pen-
alties and punishments given to firearm offend-
ers regardless of their nationality, race, color or 
ethnicity.” Williams insisted.
She added: “There are many firearm-related 
prosecutions where our people meet the same 
criteria as visitors, that is …they are law-abiding 
citizen, hardworking and have a clean police 
record and so on. However, that still seems to 
not satisfy our courts as sufficient for the court 
to make a finding of exceptional circumstances, 
thereby given those persons a lower sentence 
than the mandatory.
“When it comes to our Turks and Caicos Island-
ers the ruling handed down is heavy handed 
and it’s usually substantial jail time. I am ap-
pealing to us in the house and our justice sys-
tem to review this trend, or perhaps this House 
may need to legislate situations that amount to 
Exceptional circumstances, so that we can help 
our judiciary in bringing some balance as it re-
lates to the adequate punishment.”
The Government’s Appointed Member used her 
final minutes on the floor to recommend the 
provision for exceptional circumstances. These, 
she said, should be: 
•	 No previous convictions;
•	 Good character as evidence by refer-
ence from members of the community;
•	 Early guilty plea; and
•	 Substantial cooperation with the Police.

By: Vivian Tyson

Tourists Caught With Guns Get Lighter Sentence 
Than Locals, Says Hon. Jameka Williams

WILLIAMS: “Classism is alive 
and well in these islands”



Page 6 | NOV. 10, 2023 - Nov. 17, 2023  | NEWSLINE TCI

CHARTING CMEx’s LEGACY 
cessive iterations of the UNFPA Caribbean Media 
Awards, held in Jamaica. 
Recognition awards underscored our commit-
ment not just to host events but to create trans-
formative experiences that galvanize stakehold-
ers throughout the Caribbean. Awards events 
have been held in Florida and New York in 2013, 
2014, 2019 and they now return to Miami in De-
cember.
After our last event we were able to donate gen-
erously to the Caribbean Hotel and Tourism As-
sociation Education Foundation (CHTAEF), the 
Errol and Nita Barrow Educational Trust, and 
Bahamian scholars who had been impacted by a 
devastating Category 5 storm which lashed The 
Abacos and Grand Bahama.
However, like many entities, CMEx was not im-
pervious to the challenges ushered in by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Our effervescent initiatives 
were paused. But as they say, challenges often 
harbor opportunities in disguise.
Preparations are now in full swing for a lunchtime 
gathering at the Loews Coral Gables on Saturday, 
December 2. 
CMEx 2023 honorees are a tribute to the stal-
warts of Caribbean tourism and communications. 
The recognition of luminaries such as broadcast-
ers Julian Rogers and Pat Montague, and tourism 
heads Nicola Madden-Greig (President, CHTA); 
Dona Regis-Prosper (Secretary-General, Caribbe-
an Tourism Organization); Rosa Harris (Director 
of Tourism, Cayman Islands); Michele Paige (CEO, 
Florida-Caribbean Cruise Association) and many 
more underscores the strength and resilience of 
our industry.
The day will also spotlight our unwavering com-
mitment to supporting tourism education and 
charitable endeavors in the Caribbean and be-
yond.
I’m filled with optimism and fervor for the poten-
tial that awaits.

By BASIL SPRINGER 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but 
he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” – Proverbs 
29:18
This week a wave of nostalgia enveloped me, 
transporting me back to 2001 and the inaugural 
Caribbean Media Exchange (CMEx) on Sustain-
able Development symposium in Ocho Rios, Ja-
maica.
The genesis of this international event, to bridge 
the gap between journalists (young and experi-
enced, local, regional and foreign) and the Carib-
bean and international travel and tourism sector, 
was a merged vision of many, including Allen 
Chastanet, who at the time was a Senior Vice 
President at Air Jamaica; his boss the late Gordon 
“Butch” Stewart, Chairman of Air Jamaica; Lelei 
LeLaulu, president of Counterpart International; 
and my son Bevan, who was a communications 
consultant with both organizations.
All agreed with the need for regional and inter-
national media, public and private sectors, as 
well as non-governmental organizations to be 
better educated on the real value of tourism to 
the people and the economies of the Caribbean. 
The successful Ocho Rios intervention, which was 
staged in the aftermath of the tragic September 
11 attacks on America, highlighted the resilience 

of the tourism sector.
As we embarked on our journey we were well 
supported by the Caribbean Hotel and Tourism 
Association, the Caribbean Alliance for Sustain-
able Tourism, and countless stalwarts like re-
nowned St. Lucian hotelier Berthia Parle, Puerto 
Rican tourism guru Terestella Gonzalez-Denton 
among many personalities and institutions rep-
resenting the region’s public and private sectors.
Over time, this modest forum evolved into a pow-
erful platform championing sustainable tourism 
development in small island developing states.
Since its advent, CMEx mounted over 20 gath-
erings across the Caribbean region and in the 
U.S. These sessions, mostly the four-day version, 
were always brimming with fervent discussions, 
pioneering ideas, tangible takeaways and recog-
nition awards.
Our trajectory has been steadied by a business 
model which harmoniously blends public-private, 
NGO, academic, media, and youth support. We 
have even been told by entities like the UNWTO 
that CMEx inspired them to launch a communi-
cations initiative with parallel objectives. We’ve 
mobilized the expertise from these sessions for 
initiatives such as an HIV/AIDS communications 
project funded by Coca-Cola for Haiti and suc-

 EDITORIAL

BASIL SPRINGER 
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Photo Highlights Of Virgin Atlantic Inaugural Flight 
News Conference

Virgin Atlantic, on Wednesday commenced 
flying directly from the United Kingdom to the 
Turks and Caicos Islands. The inauguration of 
the year-round twice weekly service between 
the Turks & Caicos islands and London Heath-
row was met with fanfare and enthusiasm. The 
flight was greeted with a water canon salute 
from the Howard Hamilton International Air-
port’s Fire and Rescue units, which was shortly 
followed by a news conference at the airport. 
Several speeches were delivered, including 
from Minister of Tourism Hon. Josephine Con-
nolly and Hannah Swift, the Country Manager 
for Virgin Atlantic. The following are photo high-
lights of the event.
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Talented Local Saxophonist, Jervon Laporte, Plays 
His Way into the Hearts of the Suriano Family

The venue was set and everything was in place 
to create a memorable 50th anniversary vow re-
newal ceremony for Frank and Kathie Suriano at 
the alluring Beaches Turks and Caicos. 
A stunning gazebo, white sand between the toes 
and the sound of waves lapping the north shore 
formed the perfect backdrop for the high school 
sweethearts who reminisced on their first date 
at the beach. 
Kathie recounts, “we wrote our own vows for 
the ceremony. The Beaches Turks and Caicos 
wedding department team were our guests. 
They warmly embraced us as family - our Beach-
es family. During our vow exchange, we noticed 
our guests wiping away tears as they listened to 
our history and expressions of enduring love.” As 
Jervon Laporte, a locally contracted entertainer 
who played his saxophone during the reception, 
the couple slow danced, welcoming their resort 
friends to join in and enjoy the moment. “The 

ladies from the wedding team were all eager to 
have a dance with Frank. My handsome, blue–
eyed, white haired, seventy year old groom was 
in demand.” 
At the end of his set, Jervon, who had heard 
Kathie and Frank share that their first dance 
was to Diana Ross’ and Lionel Richie’s version 
of “Endless Love”, went over to the couple and 
asked if he could have the honour of playing it 
for them. This unexpected gesture created a 
truly magical moment for Frank and Kathie, “af-
ter 50 years of marriage, we fell more deeply in 
love. You could see it in our eyes,” the couple 
reminisced. 
Jervon saw a window of opportunity to wow the 
Soriano’s and what he delivered exceeded their 
wildest expectations. He made such an impres-
sion on the couple that they shared their expe-
rience with General Manager of Beaches Turks 
and Caicos, James McAnally.

“It is in Jervon’s character to go beyond the call 
of duty. He is passionate about what he does, 
and it is very evident in the way he performs.  
He is able to make each guest feel special be-
cause this is not work for him. This is what he 
loves,” McAnally shared.
An Appreciation Gift
So impressed was the couple with Jervon, that 
they partnered with McAnally to surprise him 
with a refurbished 1940 Martin Handcraft Ten-
or Saxophone.  The vintage saxophone was pur-
chased at a garage sale for US$50.00 in 1993 by 
Kathie and is now worth US$4500.00. The sax-
ophone case houses original items including a 
guarantee certificate with serial number, own-
er’s booklet with parts list and music books with 
accessories. 
During the handover surprise event hosted on 
resort, the Soriano’s expressed their heartfelt 
gratitude to Jervon via video call. “We are cer-
tain you will use your saxophone to bring so 
much joy and romance to many other couples. 
This is your life’s purpose, your legacy,” they 
shared.
Jervon expressed how grateful he was for the 
recognition while admitting that he did not ex-
pect anything in return. “This entire event has 
caught me by surprise,” he shared, “the Soria-
no’s are a wonderful couple and I am happy I 
had the privilege of making their 50th anniver-
sary celebration a memorable one.” 
Prior to the saxophone being gifted, Kathie, who 
was an educator for over thirty years, loaned it 
to the William Frangus Elementary School li-
brary and Home of the JAZZ, in Orlando, Florida. 
As an educator, Kathie did not miss the teach-
able moment. “I always told my students that 
true success is not measured by the amount of 
money or education. Success is about becoming 
a good person and making a positive difference 
in the world. Jervon is a good person, a true

Jervon Laporte (left) talks with General Manager 
James McAnally Jervon Laporte with his 

Saxophone

Jervon (4th from left) indulges a photo op with James McAnally (right), General Manager for Beaches 
Turks and Caicos Villages and Spa and staff members.
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Looking for a worshipping house to praise God and fellowship with members of the body of Christ, here is a list of some of the available sanctuaries you can attend 
throughout the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Editor’s Note: If your Ministry is not listed and/or 
you would like for it to be part of the 
NEWSLINETCI Church Diary, 
contact us at:contact@newslinetci.com

One Nation Empowerment Center 
Church Ministry, Suite #12 Alliance 
Business Center, Princess Drive, Grace Bay, 
Providenciales. Tel: (649) 244-6194. 
Email: apostleyoung1952@yahoo.com.

Touch of Love Ministries International 
Center
Industrial Park, Five Cays, Providenciales
Tel: 941-4903 Fax: 941-7731

Christ is the Answer Ministry, 
George Alley Off Aviation Drive, 
Providenciales 
Tel: 241-8030

Anglican Church Rectory Grant 
Turk,
Front Street, Grand Turk     Tel:946-2289

Bethany Baptist Church,
Blue Hills, Providenciales 
Tel:941-4803 / 941-5632 / 941-5118

Church of God of Prophesy,
Lower Bight, Providenciales
Tel: 941-8854

Bible Study Ministries, Grand Turk 
Tel:946-1866

Calvary Baptist Church, 
South Caicos
Tel:946-3212

Church of God of Prophesy, 
Providenciales    Tel:941-3438

Abundant Life Ministries International
P.O. Box 696 Christian City, Leeward 
Highway, Providenciales
Tel:941-941-4750    Fax: 941-4755

Roman Catholic Church, 
Providenciales,  Tel: 941-5136

Faith Tabernacle Church of God, 
Providenciales,  Tel:946-4073

New Testament Church of God 
Orea Alley 
P.O. Box 495 Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-1255
 Airport Road, South Caicos     
Tel:231-2402

New Beginning Harvest Ministry, 
Pond Street, Grand Turk      Tel:946-1759

Mount Mariah Baptist Church, 
Conch Bar Middle Caicos   Tel:946-6205

New Testament Church of God, 
Orea Alley, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2175

New Testament Church of God, 
South Caicos  Tel:946-3631

Methodist Church, 
Grand Turk  Tel:946-2352

Healing Waters Ministries, 
Blue Hills Providenciales  Tel: 941-5867

House of Prayer Church of God, 
Long Bay Road Providenciales  Tel: 941-8309

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Darrell Road, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2727

St. Monica’s Anglican Church 
P.O. Box 866 Cheshire Hall Providenciales
Tel: 946-4046
Fax:946-4046;941-8499
Turks and Caicos Mission of Seventh 
Day Adventists,
P.O. Box 803, Providenciales

Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-4075; 941-4223; 941-3596

United Pentecostal Church,
Brown’s Plaza, Leeward Highway, 
Providenciales       Tel: 956-5852

Paradise Baptist Church,
Five Cays, Providenciale
Tel:941-4349

Revival Faith Center, 
North Backsalina, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2349

Salem Baptist Church, 
Mission Folly, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2565

Solid Rock Apostolic Ministries 
International, 
Discovery Bay Providenciales 
Tel: 946-5181

For this edition of LIFELINE FEA-
TURED CHURCH, we are highlight-
ing End Time Harvest New Testa-
ment Church Of God located on 
the Pelican Plaza, Leeward High-
way, Providenciales (Opposite 
Nell’s Gift Shop).
The pastors are Kemuel and wife 
Jolanda Gardiner. 
The church has numerous oppor-
tunities to worship. On Sunday at 
9am they have their ‘Worship and 
Warfare Encounter’; On Wednes-
day at 7pm, they have their ‘Fire 
Hour Corporate Prayer Meeting’ 
and at 8pm, ‘Deeper Bible Study’; 
On Saturday at 5am, the church 
hosts ‘Gatekeepers Corporate 
Prayer Meeting’.

Life line Church Directory

Featured Church
LIFELINE

END TIME HARVEST NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH OF GOD
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Come and be a part of the World’s Best Team! 
The Caribbean’s Leading Luxury-Included 
Brand® offers an opportunity for highly           
motivated, flexible and enthusiastic persons 
with exceptional skills to join our team.  

WE ARE HIRING!  
COME TO OUR JOB FAIR  

Wednesday, November 15, 2023                     
at 8:30am 

     BENEFITS:  ▪ Healthcare ▪ Education and Training  ▪ Staff Transportation       
        ▪ Competitive Salary Packages  ▪ Opportunities for Growth & Development 

                         ▪ Banking Details [Bank, Branch, Account#] 
                       

REQUIRMENTS: ▪  Updated Resume  ▪ Passport/Birth Certificate                                                   
▪  Local Status Document [Belonger Card, Freelance Permit, Residence Permit,                     
                                                  Permanent Resident Certificate, Naturalization Certificate] 
▪  Qualifications/Experience required * 

 
 Boat Captains *  
 Scuba Instructors* 
 Dive Masters *  
 Housekeeping Supervisor 
 Income Auditor 
 Wedding Planner 
 

 
 Cleaner—Kids Camp 
 Social Media Coordinator 
 Dining Room Servers  
 Groundsmen 
 Bar Porters 
 Laundry Attendant 
 Stewards 

 
 Loyalty & Travel Consultants 
 Accounts Receivable Clerk 
 Cook 3 
 Night Baker 
 Housekeeping Room Attendants 
 Room Technicians 
 Security Officers 

Build A Career in Hospitality  

Juline shared, “it is a very thoughtful gesture to pos-
itively start the day. I appreciate all the members of 
the team who continue to make staff appreciation 
initiatives like this, a possibility.” 
Kenesha candidly explained that she did not have 
time for breakfast at home, hence, this gesture was 
timely. “The plantain porridge and juice were well 
needed to energize me for the day. This was a great 
initiative,” she noted.
Bernard Florvil, from the maintenance department 
while enjoying the culinary delights shared, “even 
though we have staff restaurants here that serve 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, this sunny side up activ-
ity has created a positive feel for all team members. 
We are grateful for this gesture.”

The department of human resources at Beaches 
Turks and Caicos (BTC) recently treated the team 
members at the resort to a scrumptious welcome 
breakfast special. 
Culinary stations were set up to serve delectable de-
lights such as ackee patties, chicken patties, chicken 
souse, Johnny cake and dinner rolls. There was also 
a wide assortment of hot and cold beverages. 
The great music and positive vibration all around 
lifted the energy of those who dined as well as the 
team members who served their fellow co-workers 
with genuinely warm smiles. 
Team members, Juline Heaven and Kenesha Stew-
art, from the housekeeping department, empha-
sized how appreciative they are of the gesture. 

Assistant Human Resource Manager, Roxanne Wade, 
expressed how much she looks forward to making 
her Beaches family feel special. “They are simply the 
best so they deserve the best.” She further added, 
“Starting the work day can be very hectic so our plan 
to have a morning treat was deliberate. Once we get 
our team members’ day started right, that positive 
energy flows throughout.” 
General Manager James McAnally while serving the 
team members shared how satisfying the mission 
was for him as the leader. “Being able to serve my 
team is a humbling experience for any leader. This 
initiative has truly provided a positive start for the 
team.”

Beaches Staff Treated To Culinary Special

Staff were treated to the best of meals during the 
exercise.

General Manager James McAnally (centre) also 
joined in treating the staff

Eager staff being served breakfast.
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four billion people, live in areas with a risk of 
dengue. Dengue is often a leading cause of ill-
ness in areas with risk. Each year, up to 400 
million people are infected by a dengue virus. 
Approximately 100 million people get sick 
from infection, and 40,000 die from severe 
dengue.
Dengue is caused by one of any of four related 
viruses: dengue virus 1, 2, 3, and 4. A person 
can be infected with dengue multiple times in 
their life.
“If you are in a house with someone who has 
dengue, the mosquitoes can bite that person 
and then bite you, and you almost get it di-
rectly. Seventy-five per cent of persons who 
get dengue has no symptoms. Only 25 per 
cent has symptoms, and less than one per 
cent die from dengue. So, your chance of sur-
viving dengue is greater than 99 per cent. It is 
not that scary, but very serious in some cases, 
so do not take it lightly,” Dr Thomas said.
NATURAL REMEDY
Less than one per cent of people get severe 
dengue and this comes with severe symptoms, 
including vomiting blood, bleeding gums, se-
vere abdominal pain, rapid breathing, spots 
on the skin that look red, severe lethargy even 
after the fever has passed.
Dr Thomas says that while it is easy to fall prey 
to the mosquito-borne viral disease, recovery 
can take its time. However, natural home rem-
edies can speed up your healing process and 

Understanding and treating 
Dengue

Dengue fever is an illness spread by the bite of 
mosquitoes infected with one of the dengue 
viruses. Symptoms are usually flu-like but can 
worsen to severe dengue haemorrhagic fever, 
a life-threatening condition.
Most people who get dengue will not have 
symptoms, but for those that do, the most 
common symptoms are high fever, headache, 
body aches, nausea and rash. Most will also 
get better in one to two weeks, while some 
people develop severe dengue and will need 
care in a hospital.
According to Dr Orlando Thomas, medical 
doctor and functional medicine practitioner 
at Thomas Medical and Shockwave Centre, 
the infection is passed from person to person. 
“The mosquito is the vector that transfers 
dengue, but the host is us. We infect the mos-
quitoes and then they pass it on to somebody 
else,” Dr Thomas said.
Dengue viruses are spread to people through 
the bite of an infected Aedes species ( Ae. ae-
gypti or Ae. albopictus) mosquito. These mos-
quitoes also spread Zika, chikungunya, and 
other viruses.
“The Aedes aegypti most commonly passes 
the dengue virus. It is the specie that requires 
blood to multiply. They get blood from us, so 
when they suck our blood, they transfer the 
blood that is in our system and bite someone 
else, and so it is passed on,” Dr Thomas said.
Almost half of the world’s population, about 

replenish the body by providing essential nu-
trients in time of need.
Papaya leaves are considered to be one of the 
best and the most effective natural remedies 
to fight a dengue infection.
“Papaya leaf juice can be great for boosting 
platelet count in people suffering with den-
gue. Platelet count comes down drastically in 
dengue patients, and it can actually have fatal 
outcomes. It is important for doctors to work 
towards boosting platelet count in dengue pa-
tients, and for this, papaya juice has been sci-
entifically proven to be beneficial,” Dr Thomas 
said.
To prepare this home remedy, wash and cut 
papaya leaves in a bowl and add a glass of 
water to it. Crush it coarsely to make a wa-
tery paste. Sieve the prepared concoction and 
drink it. This will help effectively in increasing 
the platelet count and boost your immunity.
The Ministry of Health and Wellness declared 
an outbreak of the dengue virus on September 
23, 2023, due to an increase in cases through-
out the island. Over the last three months 
several hundred cases of dengue have been 
reported, including of the more severe cases.
To date, there have been over 1,000 con-
firmed dengue infection cases in Jamaica. All 
parishes have recorded dengue cases, with 
Kingston and St Andrew, St Thomas, St Cath-
erine, Portland, and St James recording the 
most confirmed cases.

The Aedes aegypti mosquito 
that transmits dengue.



Page 24 | NOV. 10, 2023 - Nov. 17, 2023  | NEWSLINE TCI



NOV. 10, 2023 - Nov. 17, 2023  NEWSLINE TCI | Page 25SPORTS

Sports Commission To Hold Three-Day Sports 
Performance Long-Term Athlete Development Clinic

Under the leadership of experts Darren and 
Emily Veira of Athletic Engineering Canada, 
the Sports Performance Long Term Athlete De-
velopment clinic will deliver the foundational 
athletic development training for coaches and 
Physical Education (P.E.) teachers.

The event will be held between November 20 
and 22, between the house of 12pm to 4pm at 
the Gustarvus Lightbourne Sports Complex in 
Providenciales. The Sports Performance Long-
Term Athlete Development Clinic is a follow-up 
to the Long-Term Athlete Development Sym-

posium held in June 2022, where the concept 
of LTAD was introduced to P.E. teachers, coach-
es, athletes, as well as National Sports Govern-
ing Bodies. 
The main objectives of the clinic are to:
1. Develop broad knowledge of natural move-
ment fundamentals
2. Understand strategies to improve structural 
integrity and motor coordination to enhance 
general movement competence, athleticism, 
and efficiency
3. Learn drills and games for development of 
athletic versatility, dexterity and problem-solv-
ing
In addition, significant time will be spent to un-
derstand what is ‘movement efficiency’, why it 
matters in the context of athletic development, 
and how to identify efficient vs. inefficient pat-
terns of movement. This is to be able to iden-
tify red flags, correct poor movement patterns 
through training, and prevent future injuries. 
The training will be hands-on, requiring atten-
dants to wear activewear and to bring a yoga 
mat. 
Coaches and PE teachers must RSVP with Head 
of Sports Performance Angelo Garland asgar-
land@gov.tc to attend.
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Edith Skippings Easily Retains 
TCIAA Presidency

Edith Skippings easily retains the presidency of 
the Turks and Caicos Amateur Athletic Associa-
tion (TCAAA) at its Annual General Meet (AGM) 
and Elections on Saturday 4th November, at the 
Oseta Jolly Primary School, in Blue Hills, Provi-
denciales.
Skippings trounced former Vice President Alvirto 
Smith 29 to 9 – a margin of 20. 
Judith Robinson is now the new Vice President 
of the body, defeating Smith, who tried his hand 
at that position after being unsuccessful against 
Skippings…he lost by a wider margin 30-8.
Gervin Simmons defeated Courtney Missick and 
Brenda Lightbourne to take the Second Vice Pres-
ident. Simmons amassed 29 votes to Missick 7 
and Lightbourne 2.
Reigning secretary Rosalie Ingham-Hall also easi-

ly retained her post after trouncing another for-
mer vice president, Willah Gray 31 to 7. Rosanna 
Henry is the Assistant Secretary. She defeated 
Yanique Haye-Smith 33 to 5 votes, to receive the 
enviable record of being the candidate with the 
biggest winning margin at the election.
Linda Grant was elected as the treasurer, defeat-
ing Willah Gray 27 to 11 votes. Gray prevailed 
narrowly over Thelma Vanalstine for the Assistant 
Treasurer position by a 20 to 17 margin. 
Alexander Ewing is new Public Relations Officer, 
defeating Courtney Missick 28 to 10 votes. 
 Athlete Antwon Walkin is now the new Athlete 
Representative, ousting Haye-Smith in the three-
man race, which also included Courtney Missick. 
Walkin amassed 27 votes, to Missick 7 and Haye-
Smith 4.

Christopher Foster has been named as the 
Coach’s Representative, defeating Missick 28 to 
10 votes, while Kenesha Thompson is the Techni-
cal Official’s Representative after running uncon-
tested. 
The executive body is completed by Abigail Delan-
cy with 33 votes, Dawn Ford with 33 votes and 
Donovan Garvey with 26 votes. Five persons ran 
for the three slots. The others were Alvirto Smith, 
who collected 11 votes and Brenda Lightbourne, 
who walked away with 9 votes.
Attorney-at-law Selvin Hawkins and local Com-
monwealth Games Association Head, Godfrey 
Been presided of the Elections.
Thirty-eight members of the TCAAA with voting 
rights were present at the meeting. The new ex-
ecutive will serve until 2027.

Edith SKppings (right) and Rosalie Ingham-Hall 
both retained their positions as President and 
Secretary of the TCAAA respectively at the 
AGM and election of officers.
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The Felix Morley Community Centre located in 
Five Cays is now epicenter of buzzing sports and 
life skills programmes, thanks to the Ministry 
of Sports, which launched the programmes on 
Thursday, October 26th. The FMCC, now under 
the aegis of the TCI Sports Commission, will now 
offer among other Basketball, Karate, Rugby, 
and Boxing. The programme launch was attend-
ed the political directorate, the police, military 
and corporate TCI. Among the attendees were 
Governor Dileeni Daniel-Selvaratnam, Deputy 
Governor Anya Williams, an Acting Police Com-
missioner Rodney Adams. The programmes im-
plementation was the brainchild of Minister of 
Sports Rachel Taylor.

SPORTS

Youth Programmes Galore at Felix Morley 
Community Centre
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