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FIANZ, the national umbrella Muslim organisation is profoundly
disappointed that Stephen Rainbow, the Chief Human Rights
Commissioner, has resorted to racist and Islamophobic statements
in his official capacity as the head of the Human Rights
Commission of NZ. Whilst everyone has a right to express their
personal views in a democracy, it is a totally different matter when
he uses his office to express such unfounded, vile and prejudiced
statements to senior leaders of the Jewish community. Dr Stephen
Rainbow has seriously devalued and denigrated the Office of the
Chief Human Rights Commission and this should be an alarming
warning bell for human rights in this country. 

What is even worse, is that he tried to justify his statements by
claiming that his views were based on the recent NZSIS Threat
Assessment Report. In response, Andrew Hampton, Director
General of NZSIS in an email to FIANZ stated “it is concerning the
Service’s threat assessment is being misrepresented in such a
way.” In fact, the Report clearly stated “this report does not single
out any ethnic community as a threat to our country, and to do so
would be a misinterpretation of the analysis.”  FIANZ notes that it
is most unprofessional for the head of the NZ Human Rights
organisation to trample on the integrity and basic human rights of
a whole faith community without even bothering to check with the
NZSIS before making such unsupported statements. 

AT THE TIME OF THE SIXTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHRISTCHURCH
TERROR ATTACK, THE CHIEF HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSIONER CLAIMS THAT
THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY IS THE
BIGGEST THREAT TO THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY IN NZ 
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Since then Abdur Razzaq, Chair of the FIANZ Royal Commission
and Advocacy Team, in a meeting with Dr Stephen Rainbow
initiated by Andrew Kibblewhite, Secretary of the Ministry of
Justice, sought an explanation. At the meeting Dr Rainbow
apologised and this was followed up with a brief email apology.
Dr Rainbow’s only explanation was that his statements were in
the context of a “robust conversation” with a senior leader of the
Jewish community. For us this is not an explanation, but an
admission that Dr Rainbow has deep held Islamophobic views
and he expressed them with no thought of how such views
impact on a community which is already suffering from the
massacre of 51 Muslims in Christchurch. Dr Rainbow, in one
statement showed he was heartless and deliberately ignored the
trauma of the terror tragedy of 15 March being endured by the
shuhada families, the bullet wounded and the wider community. In
such a context, an email with a one word “apology” is actually an
insult.

Dr Rainbow’s further prejudiced and racist views included
statements that the Afghan refugees in West Auckland are
‘antisemitic’. It is ironic that the New Zealand Government has
granted 200 visas to human rights defenders - four of them
female Afghan judges and others who were supporting NZ forces
in Afghanistan and risking their lives in the process. Dr Rainbow
should be held accountable for bringing the Office of the Human
Rights Commission to such a shameful and low level of credibility. 

What is most reprehensible is that at a time when the Prime
Minister is taking a prominent lead to ensure peace and cohesion
between the various faith and ethnic communities in NZ against
the backdrop of global conflicts, Dr Stephen Rainbow is misusing
his position as the Chief Human Rights Commissioner to sabotage
the pathway to social cohesion with his racist statements. 
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We expect David Seymour, who had nominated Stephen
Rainbow, and Paul Goldsmith who appointed him unilaterally, and
in the process rejected the advice of the independent and merit-
based selection committee which included Sir Terence Arnold
(chair), Hon Chris Finlayson KC, Paul Rishworth KC and Lorraine
Toki - to learn a hard lesson. Stephen Rainbow was rejected twice
by the independent panel, and both times the Minister ignored the
independent panel. They talk about selection on merit but when it
came to the appointment of Stephen Rainbow they ignored the
merit-based assessment of the independent panel twice. The
dividend for such hypocrisy has been the appointment of a
prejudiced Islamophobe and the denigration of the Office of the
Human Rights Commission. 

We await to see what steps the Justice Minister and Prime
Minister will take on this urgent matter regarding the integrity and
reputation of the Human Rights Commission.

Abdur Razzaq
Chairperson,
FIANZ Royal Commission and Advocacy
Fianz.advocacy@gmail.com 
2 April, 2025
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Relevant Emails 1
Email from Philippa Yasbek to FIANZ : 
Making us aware of the conversation with Stephen Rainbow. 
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Relevant Emails 2
Email from Philippa Yasbeck to Stephen Rainbow, HRC
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Relevant Emails 3
Follow-up Emails Between Philippa and Stephen Rainbow 

page 7



page 8




