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Scale of Shark Fin Trade ‘Massive’

There is massive
and sustained ille-
gal trade of shark
fins occurring from
many countries
worldwide.

Despite more than a decade of
international efforts to curb the
trade of threatened shark species,
new research led by scientists from
Florida International University
and Dr. Demian Chapman, proj-
ect leader and Director of the
Shark and Rays

Research Program at Mote Marine

Conservation

Laboratory & Aquarium, reveals

A thresher shark geo tagged tb

that there is massive and sustained
illegal trade of shark fins occurring

k fate as threats persist.

from many countries worldwide.

See Shark Fins, page 13

Sarasota Orchestra Unvelils
First Look Inside Future Center

“These schematic designs bring our Music Center vision

into sharper focus.”

The Sarasota Orchestra has
offered the community a glimpse
into its future, sharing refined
schematic design renderings of its
much-anticipated Music Center
planned for the 32-acre campus at
5701 Fruitville Road.

The new designs provide a
detailed look inside the state-of-
the-art concert hall and the dedi-
cated Education Center, illustrat-
ing a vision set to revolutionize
Sarasota’s performance capabilities,
musical learning, and overall com-
munity life.

“These

bring our Music Center vision

schematic  designs

into sharper focus,” said Sarasota
Orchestra President & CEO Joseph
McKenna. “They’re the product of
careful work by our expert archi-
tects, acousticians, and project team
to create a welcoming place for the
community to experience the joy of
live music.”

A Landmark Concert Hall
for Acoustic Excellence

At the core of the Music Center
is a landmark initiative to bring
the Gulf Coast its first concert
hall purpose-built for acoustic

Schematic design rendering of Sarasota Orchestra’s future Music Center as seen
from Fruitville Road in the evening. Below is the interior of future Music Center

music. This elite venue will join
only three other similar concert
halls in Florida, promising unparal-
leled sonic quality. Developed with
Stages Consultants, the hall’s shoe-
box shape and curved balcony are
designed to ensure every seat offers
clear, balanced sound and an unob-
structed view of the musicians.

The design, led by William Rawn
Associates in collaboration with
HKS, is transforming bold con-
ceptual drawings into construction-
ready visual plans.

“This is a special moment when
Sarasota can imagine the next 75

years of Sarasota Orchestra and
how this iconic musical destination
will serve a growing community,”
said Cliff Gayley, William Rawn
Associates principal.

Fellow principal, Doug Johnston,
highlighted the holistic guest expe-
rience: “From arrival to exit, the
Music Center will create a wel-
coming, comfortable and uniquely
memorable experience, whether
youre taking a stroll through the
parks, dropping your child off at
a youth orchestra or sitting in the
new hall.”

See Music Center, page 2

Hart’s Landing
razed due to

storm damage

After being destroyed beyond
repair during Hurricanes Helene
and Milton last year, the City of
Sarasota’s popular waterfront bait
shop, Hart’s Landing, was razed on
Monday, Nov. 10. It is a significant
loss to the community dealt by
Mother Nature.

The City intends to restore
the docks and rebuild the Harts
Landing structure. Currently, the
City’s Parks and Recreation team
is reviewing viable, sustainable
options. With the intent to rebuild
on Sarasota Bay, it will be a lengthy

See News Shorts, page 2

Sarasota’s
Oldest

Theater

Finds New
Home in

Retrofit at
Payne Park

The Sarasota Players, the area’s
first performing arts organization,
has secured its new permanent
home, announcing plans for a full-
scale renovation of the Payne Park
Auditorium.

After years of searching for a loca-
tion that keeps its roots firmly in
Sarasota, the organization has final-
ized a 30-year lease and unveiled
designs that will transform the city-
owned 1960s structure into a mod-
ern, flexible community theater.

The project calls for a renovation,
estimated at $2.5 million, that will
convert the building into a 200-seat
performance venue. Designers are
focused on maintaining the origi-
nal mid-century aesthetic of the
auditorium while introducing key
modern enhancements, including a
new lobby and expanded restrooms,
to improve the patron experience.

“Our goal is to create a flex-
ible, comfortable space that will
accommodate plays, musicals, and
community events,” said William
Skaggs, CEO of The Sarasota
Players. “We are excited to unveil
our architectural plans and render-
ings, which showcase a new lobby,
expanded restrooms, and so much
more.”

The adaptive reuse project is
being led by Fleischman Garcia
Maslowski Architecture. With the
design complete, The Sarasota
Players are pushing forward with
the construction timeline. Work is
anticipated to begin by fall of 2025,
with the goal of having the new
venue open and operational in late
2026. The Players are running a
fundraising campaign to secure the
final community support needed.
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process. Environmental protection and resiliency will be key components, requiring design
plans and the permit approval process to be coordinated with multiple government agen-
cies, including the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Federal Emergency
Management Agency and possibly others.

Hart’s Landing has been a fixture in our coastal community for a century. Residents have
fond memories fishing and boating there and more recently, enjoying it as a live music venue.
That rich history will not be erased. It will take time, but the City intends to rebuild a better,
more sustainable bait shop.

Holiday Beach Run Returns to Siesta Beach Dec. 13

Get a running start on the holiday season by participating in the 49th annual Sandy Claws
Beach Run, starting at 8 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13, at Siesta Beach Park, 948 Beach Road,
Sarasota. The 5K run and one-mile fun run have become fixtures in the Sarasota County
community. Presented by Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources, the event
draws hundreds of runners, walkers and joggers each year. Proceeds benefit the “Summer in
the Parks” Adopt-A-Camper scholarship program. For more information, email parksoline@
scgov.net or visit SarasotaCountyParks.com.

Sarasota Memorial Reveals Plans for $507M Hospital

Sarasota Memorial Hospital officials recently unveiled plans for a $507 million hospital
campus on a 32-acre site owned by the health system in the 4800 block of North Sumter
Boulevard. It will be the city’s first acute-care hospital, and the third hospital SMH has built
in its 100-year history.

When completed in 2028, Sarasota Memorial Hospital-North Port will be nine stories tall,
with an adjacent 3-story medical office building. The hospital will initially open with 100 beds
but will include three floors of finished shell space, which will allow SMH to quickly double
capacity to 208 beds. The campus design is flexible with capacity to increase to more than 400
beds in the future.

The first floor of the hospital will include emergency, radiology/imaging, administrative and
support services, as well as a cafeteria and coffee bar; the second floor will house surgical and
procedural areas; and floors four through six will be dedicated patient care units with private
rooms for admitted patients.

CREATIVE KITCHEN

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

Music Center, from page 1

Investing in the Next Generation with the Education Center

The interior view of the Education Center showcases a dynamic design that will signifi-
cantly enhance spaces for teaching, rehearsal, and student performance. This facility will be
the welcoming gateway on the east side of the campus for students and families, supporting
the Sarasota Music Festival and the Orchestra’s youth ensembles.

It will feature more than a dozen teaching studios for lessons and music libraries to archive
the collections of the Sarasota Youth Orchestra, the Sarasota Orchestra, and the Sarasota Music
Festival.

Sarasota Orchestra Board Member Michael Esposito, who serves on the Building Committee,
expressed the profound impact of the new facility: “The Music Center is a quantum leap for-
ward for Sarasota Orchestra. It’'s a modern home that honors Sarasota’s architectural tradition
and builds on our rich arts culture with a much-needed concert hall. What's really terrific is
the opportunity it creates to welcome more students into Sarasota Orchestra’s education pro-
grams, with a better experience made possible by new facilities and a concert hall with excellent
acoustics.

A Public Campus Rooted in Sarasota’s Ecology

The new exterior renderings, developed in collaboration with OJB Landscape Architecture,
highlight a deliberate indoor-outdoor connection. The campus design incorporates natural
light, open courtyards, and sets aside approximately 12 acres for wetlands, water features, and
natural elements. These features will orient visitors, soften exterior sound, and integrate native
plantings, ensuring a visit feels connected to Sarasota’s ecology.

Completion of the schematic design is a major milestone, fueled by significant philanthropy,
including a $60 million anonymous gift and a $10 million investment from Jack and Priscilla
Schlegel. Now halfway through the design phase, the project moves into design development,
with a goal of breaking ground in 2027.
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941_925_3723 Transforming your home, one room at a time — bringing your vision to life on Longboat Key.

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers, expert
carpenters, project management and more. We will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

Longboat Key Showroom
By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands

Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

Full Condo & Home Remodeling

Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY
Sondse S | 941.383.3388

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL! 510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789
Gulf of Mexico Drive

To: Longboat Key Commission

As you will note below, the FDOT contractor is scheduled to have the “Gulf of Mexico
Drive” signs reinstalled tomorrow November 4, 2025. FDOT plans to send the Town confir-
mation once the work is complete. Additionally, FDOT is taking active steps to upgrade and
install new vehicle detection technology at our two traffic signalized intersections (Longboat
Club Road and Bay Isles Parkway). The original detection systems were damaged during last
year’s storms; this proposed radar technology is anticipated to function better than the previous
system. That update is below as well.

Isaac Brownman

Assistant Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789
Gulf of Mexico Drive

To: Longboat Key Commission

Our contractor confirmed they can have the signs re-installed tomorrow. We will provide
photos once complete.

Isaac Brownman

Assistant Town manager

Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789
Gulf of Mexico Drive

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman

“An update on your signal detection request from our previous phone call:

We are waiting on quotes from Wavetronix and Transcore (our contractor). We will be
upgrading the detection to a more appropriate radar-based detection due to the proximity to
the beach which will provide longevity and ease of maintenance. Right now, the equipment
vendor has approximately a 6-week lead time. We are hopeful that we can have the detection
installed and functioning before the start of the peak-peak season in January.”

Steven Davis

District Traffic Operations Engineer

Florida Department of Transportation

St. Regis signage

To: Dan and Mary Phelps

Thank you for your input on the St. Regis sign. We have heard from many residents who
have expressed your same sentiments.

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

St Regis signage

To: Longboat Key Commission

Live in Your Home's Best Light
CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

SALE! S500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutters & Shades

Longboat residents
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle
Bringles Blinds provides affordable blinds, shutters, shades,
and master installation services to the Longboat Key,
Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE — 941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM
BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

*Offer valid with minimum purchase of three

We are 20-year residents of Longboat Key. We strongly object to the illegal sign erected at
the St Regis. Further we object to a code amendment to allow the St Regis to keep the illegally
erected sign. Please hold the St Regis accountable to the rules and regulations in place on
Longboat Key.

Dan and Mary Phelps

Longboat Key

Funding Secured Through SRF

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Woaaa...that is just fantastic. Our staff is the most qualified, the best informed and most
talented individuals in their fields. Their determination and aggressiveness in pursuing excel-
lence is impressive.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Funding Secured Through SRF

To: Longboat Key Commission

Yesterday was a big day for our Utility System. The feds had apparently authorized more
than a billion dollars for states impacted by 2024 storms and wildfires. As you see below, our
amazing team jumped on the application for these funds, and we found out yesterday evening
that we were awarded a $9.58 million grant and another $9.58 million as a no interest loan.
These funds will be applied to the subaqueous project costs.

Staff will be bringing to Commission in January a project update that will share more about
these funds and how they will help move the project forward. Congratulations to our Utilities
Manager Jessie Camburn and the entire Utilities team for this excellent work and successful
outcome.

Howard Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Funding Secured Through SRF

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
This is fabulous news. Thanks to all involved.
Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 4

INGSIDE

EAT. DRINK. SAVOR

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!

A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands 941.388.5555
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Funding Secured Through SRF

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

The Town of Longboat Key is proud to announce that it has been awarded $19.2 million
for wastewater infrastructure improvements. Specifically, this funding will support the con-
struction of the new Subaqueous Wastewater Force Main. These funds were received based
on federal funding as part of the American Relief Act, 2025, Supplemental Appropriation for
Hurricanes Helene and Milton and the Hawai'i Wildfires (SAHM). As you know, the Town
was directly and significantly impacted by both Hurricanes Helene and Milton. The impacts
to the Town’s wastewater system enabled the town to apply for these SAHM funds in June
2025. On November 12, 2025, the FDEP State Revolving Funds (SRF) announced the results
of the funding for numerous impacted utilities, with the Town of Longboat Key being one of
the selected recipients.

Specifically, the Town’s request included funding for the construction of the new Subaqueous
Force Main, which is a critical pipeline that transmits all of the Town’s wastewater to the
Manatee County Wastewater Plant on the mainland. This appropriation, administered by
the Florida DEP State Revolving Funds (SRF) program, provides low-interest loans to local
governments and other entities for water quality and water supply projects.

The results of the appropriation are as follows:

- Loan: $9,583,252 loan at 0% interest

- Grant: $9,583,252 “principal forgiveness,” not to be repaid

- Total: $19,166,503

Next Steps — Although the town has already applied for and received approval for these
funds, it must now initiate a formal application process with FDEP SRF to submit the required
loan documents and supporting information. This process will begin immediately and is
expected to be complete by March of 2026.

The Town has been in the planning and design process for the new critical Subaqueous Force
Main for some time already. The receipt of these funds will enable the Town to proceed with

BREAKFAST « BRUNCH « LUNCH = DINNER < CATERING - GOURMET DELI & BAKERY « CORNER STORE

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BEST BRUNCH
ON LONGBOAT KEY

20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

RESTAURANT & DELI
HAPPY HOUR 3-6

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS

525 ST. JUDES DRIVE - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 - HARRYSKITCHEN.COM - (941) 383-0777

45TH ANNUAL

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING
WORSHIP SERVICE

ST. ARMANDS KEY LUTHERAN CHURCH
40 N. Adams Drive ¢ St. Armands Ke

SACRED MUSIC
LED BY AN ALL-FAITHS CHOIR

under the direction of Michael Bodnyk
of St. Armands Key Lutheran Church

THANKSGIVING SERMON

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates,
Temple Beth Israel of Longboat Key

FREE-WILL OFFERING TO BENEFIT
HARVEST HOUSE
Donations of non-perishable food will be accepted
at the door benefiting Harvest House.

FREE ON-SITE PARKING

INTERFAITH MINISTERIUM
OF ST. ARMANDS & LONGBOAT KEYS
All Angels by the Sea Episcopal Church

Christ Church of Longboat Key (Presbyterian USA)
Longboat Island Chapel (Interfaith)

St. Armands Key Lutheran Church
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Catholic Church
Temple Beth Israel of Longboat Key

the construction of the new force main while further solidifying the Town’s financing for these
facilities.

Jessie Camburn

Utilities Manager Public Works Department

Town of Longboat Key

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program update

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

This will be my last Director’s Note, as the eminently qualified Ryan Gandy, supported by
our fantastic staff, will be in charge as of next week. But I wanted to spend just a bit of time
to summarize what we've done the past few years, and why we did it.

The signs that Sarasota Bay was in trouble predate me taking the position five years ago.
Back in 2013, Sarasota County started to see troubling signs in terms of the abundance and
types of macroalgae in the lower bay. Between 2014 and 2018, the lower bay lost 30% of its
seagrass coverage, wiping out most of the gains that arose between 1999 and 2016 in that part
of the bay. In the upper bay, we suffered one of the most intense and longest-lasting red tide
events in decades. Researchers at New College documented a huge impact on the bay’s fish
populations during that red tide, which was also the likely main cause of a seagrass loss of about
2,000 acres between 2018 and 2020. Then, in 2021, FDEP determined that the waters from
Ringling Causeway down to Venice Inlet were “out of compliance” with the Numeric Nutrient
Concentration (NNC) criteria that were established back in 2013.

In short, our bay was in trouble, with macroalgae blooms, elevated levels of floating micro-
scopic algae, intense red tides, seagrass loss and widespread impacts to our fish populations.

Fast forward to 2025, and where are we? Well, were not pristine, but were in much better
shape:

Thanks to over $300 million worth of investments in wastewater upgrades and large storm-
water retrofits, the Pollutant Load Reduction Goal (PLRG) that we set in 2021 appears to have
been met already. Due to the implementation of projects that have met our PLRG, we have
been seeing positive system responses the last few years:

The amount of floating microscopic algae has decreased by about 50% over the past few
years

The amount of macroalgae has declined even more, in the lower bay in particular, over the
past few years.

Bay-wide, we've gained nearly 2,000 acres of seagrass since 2022, the second largest increase
(19%) in the past 30 years.

Using values used by FDEP and FFWCC, that seagrass increase is likely sufficient to support
over 70 million fish.

A\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

See Letters, page 6

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

NEW HOURS!
NEW MENU!

Enjoy your favorites all day!
Great food & drinks served continuously.

+

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 11:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu
11:30 AM - 5:00 PM

All-Day Dinner Menu
11:30 AM - 9:00 PM

SATURDAY: 1:00 - 9:00 PM

Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu
1:00 - 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu
1:00 - 9:00 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. | In the Centre Shops
www.LazyLobsterofLongboat.com | 941-383-0440
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WineTimes

Another Coming Out Party for Beaujolais Nouveau
In the Beaujolais, a mad rush from the grape harvest to the wine bottle leads up to the first

wines of the 2025 vintage: the advent of the Beaujolais Nouveau.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

It's harvest time and a great occasion for a celebration in
the Beaujolais region of France. Apples have ripened. Wheat
and rye fresh from the fields are being ground into flour for
bread. Carrots, potatoes, squash, and pumpkins have reached
their peak stages for harvest.
Game birds, turkeys, and
hogs have grown fat in fields
strewn with grains that have
eluded threshers. Shipments
of oysters, other shellfish,
and fin fish have resumed as
the heat of the Summer has
subsided. Wine grapes have
accumulated sugars during
the final dry and hot days of
the Summer and Autumn.
In the Beaujolais, a mad

rush from the grape har-
vest to the wine bottle leads
up to the first wines of the 2025 vintage: the advent of the
Beaujolais Nouveau.

In Paris, bars and restaurants announce Le beaujolais
nouveau est arrive! on the third Thursday of November (in
2025, November 20th). Francophiles across the globe share
the arrival of the taste of an unpretentious wine that has fresh
strawberry and raspberry aromas in the nose and the tastes
of fresh berries and melon in the mouth. The Beaujolais
Nouveau should taste like wine you would have poured from
a vat into your jug after driving to a local winery in the coun-
tryside of France.

Sadly, the glory days of the arrival of the Beaujolais
Nouveau have almost disappeared in the rear-view mirror.
During the 1980’s and 1990’s, wine shops and restaurants
advertised the event. Today wine importers and distributors
require orders before a cut-off date that has by now passed.

The reasons for the decline in interest in Beaujolais Nouveau
Day in the USA include to some extent the “American First”
campaigns and tariffs, although few of those inclined in 2024
to celebrate French wines would not likely lose that interest
in 2025. More likely the decline took hold among importers
and distributors. The emerging wine regions of the Southern
Hemisphere release their next vintages about the same time
as the Beaujolais Nouveau release in France. Beaujolais no
longer has the first new vintage of a year. Many Southern
Hemisphere wines can claim to be harbingers of the next vin-
tage. The wine harvest festivals in the Southern Hemisphere
occur in the late winter or early spring of a new year.

We also see climate changes in Beaujolais wines that
make the Nouveau release not exactly fresh or fruit forward.
Climate change is elevating the quality of the grapes from
south of Burgundy at the expense of the fresh, light, and
fruity Beaujolais style.

The Gamay Noir grape grown in Beaujolais has much the
same characteristics as the more celebrated red Pinot Noir

Come Find Your Joy...

18 South Blvd. of the Presidents
St. Armands Circle
(941) 388-6402
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grape in Burgundy. The method of producing the Beaujolais
Nouveau differs in several ways. The vineyards load bunches
of Gamay Noir grapes into vats but do not, as done in
Burgundy, press them; instead, they let the grape clusters
begin fermenting within the grape skins (called semi-carbonic
maceration if the vat is not sealed and carbon dioxide added).
The grape juice gravitates to the bottom of the vat and the
winemakers pour it atop the grape clusters. In the final stage,
the winemakers press the remnants of the grape clusters and
add the juice back into to the wine.

The full process takes no more than fifteen days. After bot-
tling, cases of Beaujolais Nouveau speed on their way to Paris
and beyond. In the USA, the arrival of Nouveau may occur
after the release date of November 20th, 2025, but in time for
one of its best shows on Thanksgiving tables. Beaujolais works
especially well with Turkey and all the trimmings.

For lovers of French wine and food, the arrival of the 2025
Beaujolais Nouveau Saturday, November 22nd, 2025, at the
Embassy of France in Washington DC treats wine and food
events as memorable. Chefs Daniel Labonne, Executive Chef
at the Embassy of France and Hughes Cossard, President/

/‘( er
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Owner of FoodExpression are preparing the cuisine, and
Beaujolais Nouveau will flow freely along with other French
wines. Wish that we could be there.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy the Ribera del Duero in
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the
Orego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in
Severna Park, Maryland.

Call for a Free Qoute
Visit our Showroom

Transform Your Interior Space For Less ...

Now 35% Off Roller and Solar Screen Shades with Free Cordless option or Save additional $100 Off Motorization

941-360-9200

4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com
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This graphical abstract, developed by Megan, illustrates how we used the combination of our
Ecosystem Health Report Card and our watershed-wide pollutant loading model to develop
our PLRG. We then hosted, in 2021, a Water Quality Restoration Workshop where we asked
our local government partners to bring us all the projects that they could commit to imple-
menting, which turned out to be sufficient to meet our PLRG target. And then, over the past
three years, we've worked with our partners to collect, analyze and interpret the data that shows
that our efforts have actually worked.

This does not mean that we've solved all our bay’s problems, but it does mean that we are a
healthier system than we were a few years ago. And, as we've said multiple times, a healthier
bay is a more resilient bay. And we'll need to be more resilient, because the indicators of cli-
mate change are already here.

As we've discussed in the past, our air is warmer than it was a few decades ago, as is our water
temperature. Warmer air holds more moisture, and as discussed previously, we have seen a big
increase in the frequency of what used to be rare rainfall amounts. Using data from Bradenton,
we had only a single day with more than 5” of rain in the 20 years between 1965 and 1984.
Opver the last 10 years alone, we've had eight such days. Increased water temperatures are add-
ing more fuel to spin up more powerful hurricanes and also leading to increased rates of sea
level rise. Sea level has been increasing for about 20,000 years, but our rates over the past 20
years (3”/decade) are not only in line with the State of Florida’s expectations over the next few
decades, they are about three times higher than the rates we've documented over the past 80 or
so years. Our current rates of sea level rise also appear to be higher than the average rates that
we've had over the past 5,000 years.

We are seeing climate change happening in front of our eyes, which has led in part to the
almost complete collapse of the live coral coverage on the Florida Keys Reef Tract, as well as
an increased likelihood that storms that would have been Category 1 to 3 are now more likely
to be Category 4 and 5 events.

As I say to friends and family (and folks who are neither) you can ignore climate change,
but it won't ignore you.

Which leads to the last element of this Director’s Note - what are the likely biggest problems
we'll see with our changing climate? Will we have another year like 2024? Sure we will, but
nobody knows if that will happen in 2026 or maybe not for another 50 years. But we're play-
ing Russian roulette with storms, and our lack of adequate action to address climate change is
adding more rounds to the chamber.

With or without a major storm, our region will be challenged with the combination of
increased sea level and the increased probability of more intense rain events. Another graphic,
created by Megan (who puts my communication efforts to shame) highlights the challenges
of dealing with more intense rain co-occurring with higher sea level. Basically, our low-lying
areas will find it harder to drain their streets when it rains on a high tide.

Will the SBEP and its stakeholders have the foresight and wisdom to respond to climate

change the same way we've responded to the issues of water quality and nutrient enrichment? 1
don’t know, but I hope so. But I would suggest keeping this in mind as well — the vast majority
of the costs of the projects that have been implemented to address our water quality problems
were paid for by local residents. Neither the State nor the Federal governments have funded
most of the wastewater upgrades and stormwater retrofits. They've not played no role, but
they've not played the major role either.

Don’t expect much support from either Tallahassee or Washington, D.C. to respond to the
stressors of climate change. They might not even want you to say those two words. So maybe
youre on your own for a bit on this topic. But if I know this region, I know that you're up to
the challenge — more so than any other part of Florida.

And thats the final thing I'd like to point out. This bay isnt better because of me, or the
SBEP. Or because of EPA or FDEP. It’s cleaner and healthier because of YOU, the local and
regional governments, supported by informed and engaged local stakeholders that have funded
the projects that got our pollutant loads under control, and that led to our recent improved
condition.

Sarasota Bay is the healthiest urban estuary in Florida. And that is something that I, and
you, should be proud of. It’s also one of the reasons why I want to go back in the private sector,
to see if we can get a few more Sarasota Bay-like success stories initiated, before I shuffle off
this mortal coil. It’s been a privilege and an honor.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

New public email

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Good morning, Mayor. Yes, unless there is some urgency/time sensitivity, there is always a
day’s lag (even without a holiday) in the processing.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Public Email

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I see a lot more 11/11 emails today on the Commission email site. May be a holiday delay
or just a lag in this processing. Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 7

As a member you'll enjoy:

* Private Beach & Pool
- Spa & Wellness Center

- Championship Golf
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Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.
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Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.
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Public Email

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

That is all I see approved that is displayed on the website. Each e-mail is reviewed before it is
allowed to be published by the ClerK’s office. With today being a holiday, any emails received
today will be published by Trish’s team tomorrow morning.

I do see several e-mails over the last few days but it does look like all spam/junk/advertise-
ment e-mails are not being approved to publish to the website. This is most likely to keep the
e-mails published only relevant to Town business. 'm in the office tomorrow if youd like to
stop by if that helps.

Jason Keen

Chief Information Officer

Town of Longboat Key

Public Email

To: Longboat Key Chief Information Officer Jason Keen

I only received two emails today and “commission email” on the website isn’t functioning.
Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis arch

To: Longboat Key Commission

We the people who enjoy the Beach of Longboat Key, use the Pier for fishing, watching
stingrays kettling and many other fish, it is always amazing! Because you can walk out to the
end of the pier, many different species can be seen.

No one owns the water; therefore no one owns the pier!

The arch erected...with their name on it, no less; shouts ownership by the St. Regis.

This is beyond arrogance!

If the Town of Longboat Key creates an Amendment for one property, it would not be good
Land use planning but instead...opens a Pandora’s Box. This Pier has been used by the Public
for decades and it should continue as such.

Judi Earnshaw

Longboat Key

Land Use Legislation SB 208
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

JEFF

RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

\ COLDWELL
< BANKER

;.‘ e
e SARASOTA

¥ a2
L

BIRD KEY
247 Robin Drive
New Construction ® $13,999,000

BEACHES LONGBAT KEY
775 Longboat Club Rd #203
3BR/3BA e Gulffront ¢ $1,999,000

3030 Grand Bay Blvd #381
3BR/3.5BA e Furnished ¢ $2,795,000

BIRD KEY e SA
605 Wild Turkey Lane
2,200 SF  $1,995,000

| etters

FYT as it was mentioned last Friday at the Joint Meeting. SB 208 (Sen. McClain) has been
placed on the agenda for Senate Community Affairs Committee, the first of its three committee
referrals, for next Wednesday. There is no companion measure currently.

The bill:

Revises land use rules to streamline approvals for infill residential developments and limit
local design and fee restrictions.

Clarifies “compatibility” by focusing on land uses within the same category and removing the
requirement for uniformity or identical development.

Defines “infill residential development” as parcels up to 100 acres meeting specified proxim-
ity and size requirements.

Prohibits local regulations from denying or delaying residential projects based on compat-
ibility concerns if the project adjoins existing residential development in the same land use
category.

Limits the applicability of building design regulations for single-family or two-family dwell-
ings and clarifies what qualifies as an architectural review board.

Requires administrative approval of infill residential development applications without pub-
lic hearings if they meet current standards and maintain consistent density with surrounding
properties.

Treats qualifying infill residential projects as conforming uses regardless of the local govern-
ment’s comprehensive plan or zoning.

Prohibits local governments from charging certain fees or exactions as a condition of approv-
al for residential developments and restricts fees to actual service costs while requiring public
disclosure of fee schedules.

Rob Lewis

Director of Governmental Relations

Governmental Relations

Code compliance

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Very disappointing. Code Enforcement went to the site and spoke with the site supervisor
just yesterday. He provided assurances that he would monitor his workers and subcontractors
to prevent this issue from arising again. We will follow up. Thanks for passing this info along.

Allen Parsons

Planning and Zoning Director

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 11

COURTNEY

TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

443F John Ringling Blvd. e Sarasota, FL 34236

LAMBIANCE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
435 ’Ambiance Dr #J703
3BR/2BA/1HB ¢ $4,795.000

ASOTA

ORES ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
510 Wedge Lane
4BR/3BA e Canal front ¢ $2,215.000
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George Kepecz-Hays Kepecz

() $3.4 Billion Career Sales
941-780-0597 941-587-1700 941-376-6411

Brokers Event at Casa del Carnevale - 139 S Washington Drive Casa del Carnevale on St. Armands Gulf Views

Wl LUXURY LISTINGS DESERVE
= MARKETING EVENTS LIKE THIS —

139 S Washington Drive 6473 Gulf of Mexico Drive
$17,500,000 $2,895,000
SELL WITH THE KEPECZ'HAYS TEAM° CasaDelCarnevale.com 6473SleepyLagoon.com

We hosted an unforgettable Brokers Event — where .
over 100 Sarasota’s top luxury REALTORS® gathered to H Ideaway Bay
experience this extraordinary waterfront residence (WHERE = o :
HISTORY MERGES MODERN LUXURY).
Guests enjoyed an elegant spread by
Harry’s Continental Kitchens, drinks at

the bar, and seamless shuttle service
for easy arrivals.

Thank you to everyone who joined
us in celebrating this masterpiece of
History on St. Armands Key.

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 7 1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #709 2165 Gulf of Mexico Drive #114
$7,488,000 $3,750,000 $2,250,000
757HideawayBay.com BeachResidences709.com VillaDiLancial14.com

415 LAmbiance Drive #A801 435 LAmbiance Drive #L807 415 LAmbiance Drive #B202 - 603 Longboat Club Road #402N
$6,995,000 $3,500,000 | Furnished $2,500,000 | Furnished $1,350,000
LAmbianceA801.com LAmbiancelL807.com LAmbianceB202.com LBKTowers402N.com

Tangerine Bay Club

1211 Gulf of Mexmo Dr 1211 Gulf of Mexico Dr 350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 521 Wedge Lane
#704 - $999,000 #105 - $899,000 #126 - $2,100,000 #211-$938,500 $1,880,000
Promenade704.com Promenade105.com Tangerine126.com Tangerine211.com 521WedgelLn.com

100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Nov. 7

Citizen assist

9:56 a.m.

Officer Troyer was dispatched to Exeter Drive regard-
ing a woman who was requesting information about
two citations she received from the Town via mail. The
woman received two invoices regarding parking cita-
tions in the mail, but she was unaware of being cited
for any parking violations recently. Sgt. Montfort and
Officer Troyer arrived, verified the citations were real
and provided her with options on how to answer the
citations. Case clear.

Nov. 8

Citizen assist

2:58 p.m.

Officer Ericsson was dispatched to the 2100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive regarding a
large wooden piece of a dock beached just behind the 2100 block. Officer Ericsson observed
the dock which is approximately 15 feet by 8 feet and has a cleat at one end. The residents
attempted to pull it onto the beach, but were unsuccessful due to the weight. It has likely been
in for a while and waterlogged. They were concerned that if it stayed in the Gulf, it may cause
boat/jet ski damage or possibly injury since it is very difficult to see while in the water. Officer
Ericsson contacted the on-call Public Works Representative who advised to send the informa-
tion and photos to the Public Works email. An email was sent and Officer Ericsson advised the
caller. At this time, the object was not a danger to anyone. Case clear.

Trespassing

2:58 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort was dispatched on a report of subjects trespassing on the property at 6600
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. It was further reported the property owners asked the subjects
to leave the seawall and they refused to do so. Sgt. Montfort arrived on scene where he greeted
the two homeowners who just moved into the residence yesterday and numerous people were
ignoring the no trespassing signs. Moreover, several juveniles were also observed fishing from
the seawall and left the area immediately when asked. The homeowner stated he would com-
plete and sign a trespass warning if necessary. Sgt. Montfort was able to provide direction in
an attempt to prohibit further trespassing incidents in such ways as more signage and to fix
the fence. The property still has signs of severe damage from hurricanes Helene and Milton
in 2024. The homeowner understands the property has been vacant for over a year and the
subjects may not be aware the property is private. Case clear.

Nov. 9

Property

9:15 a.m.

Officer Troyer was dispatched to Bay Isles Parkway in reference to a property damage report.
The caller contacted the dispatch center and reported a golf ball struck her vehicle as she was
driving on the roadway. Upon arrival, the caller reported at approximately 9:15 a.m. she was
driving on Bay Isles Parkway when a golf ball struck her vehicle. She continued her business,
but wished to report the damage. The caller showed Officer Troyer the windshield, but did
not observe any cracks, just scuff marks. Officer Troyer also observed scuff marks on the hood
which appeared to be consistent to a golf ball. Officer Troyer provided the caller with a case
number and advised her to contact her insurance company for repairs. Case clear.

Nov. 10

Incident

8:00 p.m.

Officer Maple and Officer Nazareno were dispatched to the 5500 block of Gulf of Mexico
Drive for a signal 30 theft report that was later updated to a signal 13i. The call involved a bor-
rowed two person golf cart from the resort. The complainant reported the incident to Longboat

Key Fire Department front desk. Upon Officer Maple
and Officer Nazareno’s arrival, they Fire Department
employee, who was also the complainant, stated she had
borrowed two golf carts for a Veteran’s Day Ceremony
on the 8th of November and was only able to locate
one at the end of the event. The two person cart was
not located. Longboat Key Fire Department personnel
notified the resort director at approximately 6:30 a.m.
on Nov. 10 in regard to the missing cart after exhaust-
ing her search over the weekend. Officer Maple spoke
to the Club director, Terry O’Hara was eventually able
to confirm the return of the cart from their GPS track-
ing company. The club director was eventually able to
confirm the return of hte cart from their GPS tracking
company. The club director was eventually able to con-
firm the return of the cart from their cart he is satisfied
it was returned and is on their property. Case clear.

Property

7:30 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to the security guard house on Longboat Club Road on a
call of a property damage report. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson was met by the male caller
inside the gate house. The caller was met by Officer Martinson inside the gate house. The caller
stated that at approximately 7:32 p.m. a silver Lexus 430SE struck and knocked over a camera
pole near the north entrance located in the vehicle hitting the pole and then it entered through
hte gate. The man driving stated the vehicle is owned by a man who lives in a condominium
on Longboat Club Road. The man said he didn’t know how much the damaged pole would
cost to repair. The man said he just needed a report and the HOA would charge the man for
repairs. The man was given a victim’s rights packet with the case number and completed a
Marsy’s Law Form. Officer Martinson then drove to Longboat Club Road and met with the
car’s owner. The owner said he did hit the curb while attempting to enter through the north
gate but he didn’t realize he knocked over a pole. The owner said he accidentally turned into
the entrance too sharply and hit the curb because it was difficult to see due to all the bright
lights, construction crew working and Gulf of Mexico Drive being shut down to one lane. The
owner stated he will take responsibility for knocking down the camera pole and will pay for the
damages. The man was given a business card with a case number. Case clear.

Nov. 11

Citizen assist

5:03 p.m.

Officer Maple and Officer Tillman were dispatched to Sands Point Road in Sarasota County
for a Signal 30 theft call that was later updated to a Signal 67 Officer Public assistance call.
The call was in reference to a past guest who had not settled their hotel bill from their stay
in September 2025. Upon Officer Maple’s arrival, he met with the hotel manager who was
the complainant and called in from phone number. The complainant stated that the subject
of the call had a wedding at their resort at the end of September and did not pay for her stay
but settled all other payments in regards to the wedding. Lack of payment was described as
an oversight by the hotel staff and should have required credit card payment prior to holding
reservations. The complainant showed Officer Maple digital communications with the com-
plainant in regard to payment request with no replies. Officer Maple contacted the subject by
her contact phone number and she stated that the bill should have been paid and would reach
out immediately to resolve the issue. The guest immediately contacted the sales department
as the officer stood by. The complainant was satisfied with the results and did not want any
further police involvement. Once the complainant was satisfied with the outcome, officers left
the hotel. Case clear.

Nov. 12

Roadway

6:33 p.m.

Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the area of Bayou Sound and Harbourside Drive in
reference to an obstruction in the roadway. The caller who didn’t wish to meet stated there
was a large dumpster filled with landscaping debris in the left turn lane. Upon arrival, Officer
Pescuma observed the dumpster which belongs to a waste services company filled with vegeta-
tion debris, and consistent with the recent landscaping work being completed int eh commu-
nity and center median. Officer Pescuma attempted to call the owner of the dumpster, however
it was outside of business hours. The dumpster is on private property and is not obstructing
traffic to include emergency vehicles. Officer Pescuma informed the security guard at Bay Isles
Parkway of the findings. Case clear.

Nov. 13
Fishing
9:45 a.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to Bayou Point in reference to a suspicious person fishing in
a private waterway. Upon Officer Mathis™ arrival, he met with the complainant who advised

that the man was extremely rude and fishing in a private area that was only open to residents of
the association. Officer Mathis explained to the complainant that the man that he can fish the
tidal waters. The boat and the man were gone upon Officer Mathis’ arrival. The complainant
was informed of the ordinance and that the fishermen have the right and ability to utilize the
water for fishing. Case clear.
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Code compliance

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
Came home at 5:20 p.m. - they were still working

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Code compliance

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Thanks for letting me know. We will absolutely do that. I am sorry your neighbors were
impacted. We provide the allowed noise-making construction hours on every permit so that
no one can claim not to be aware.

Allen Parsons

Planning and Zoning Director

Town of Longboat Key

Code compliance

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

The contractor at Buttonwood Drive across from the boat basin started banging on the roof
Saturday morning at 7:15 am. Please advise these people there are people living here and do not
appreciate the continuing violations. We have neither time or patience to call SRQ dispatch.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Utilities, Natural Resources, and Public Works Policy
Committee Packet

To: Longboat Key Florida League of Cities members

Thank you again for your engagement and thoughtful discussion during the Florida League
of Cities’ Utilities, Natural Resources & Public Works Policy Committee’s meeting in October.

As a follow-up to the presentation from Gary Hubbard, Water Department Director for the
City of Winter Haven, I'm sharing the draft One Water Proclamation his team prepared in
response to the committee’s request. This proclamation is intended as a voluntary resource for
your municipality, should your commission/council wish to formally endorse the One Water
concept.

The draft proclamation emphasizes water as a vital resource for public health, economic
prosperity, and environmental protection; recognizes that drinking water, wastewater, and

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

L)’ ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE L}'
‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

( OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM ‘

SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Laid- Back Waterfront Living!

744 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY e LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA e 1,688 SF ¢ $1,200,000

Fully renovated, furnished
coastal retreat includes a
single car garage, deeded
beach access and two boat j§ ®
lifts with quick access to
the Bay and Gulf.

T e e e e i e T :
405 BRYN MAWR ISLAND, BRADENTON
2BR/2BA e 1,392 SF * $649,000
Never flooded! This POOL
home, with a 70 ft. private
waterfront dock, is located
on a deep saltwater canal |
with direct bridge-free

access to Bay.

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR!
Teddi Aberle, Realtor e 813.503.6128 ¢ teddiaberle@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Realty, Inc. ® P. 0. Box 10367 ¢ Bradenton, FL 34282

stormwater are often managed in silos; and highlights that a “One Water” approach treats all
water as a single, integrated resource to be managed holistically and sustainably for communi-
ties, agriculture, industry, and the environment.

Please feel free to share the attached draft. It can be customized to reflect local circumstances
and preferences before being brought forward for consideration by a governing body.

If you have questions about the proclamation or the One Water framework, you can reach
Gary at ghubbard@mywinterhaven.com.

Matt Singer

Legislative Advocate

Florida League of Cities, Inc.

Dr. Ryan Gandy Selected as New Sarasota Bay Estuary
Program Executive Director

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

Please join us in welcoming our new Executive Director, Dr. Ryan Gandy. Dr. Gandy holds
a Ph.D. in Wildlife and Fisheries Science, a M.S. in Mariculture from Texas A&M University,
and a B.S. in Marine Biology from the University of Charleston. Over his 15-year tenure as a
Research Scientist and Research Administrator with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC), he led and supported the development of scientific programs focused on
research, monitoring, stakeholder engagement, citizen science, fisheries management, and the
restoration of shellfish resources statewide.

For the last year, he has served as the Science and Restoration Manager for SBEP, where he
successfully advanced the program’s library of restoration projects and ensured key initiatives
are informed by current science. A fifth-generation Floridian and 21-year resident of Sarasota
County, Dr. Gandy has witnessed the region’s ecological challenges and transformations first-
hand.

He is committed to protecting and enhancing the natural resources of Sarasota Bay so that
future generations can continue to connect with and benefit from Florida’s unique coastal envi-
ronment. “While we've made significant progress in restoring bay health and increasing marine
habitat, our coastal ecosystem still faces challenges. I look forward to working with our partners
and the community to strengthen the estuary’s resilience for the benefit of all,” said Dr. Gandy.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

$25 Million Stormwater Projec
To: Longboat Key Commission
Here is the latest information since my last email - two things: (1) Joint Meeting of the Town

See Letters, page 12
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ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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of Longboat Key Commission and the Sarasota County Commission After last week’s update,
we learned that there was about to be the Annual Joint Meeting of the Town of Longboat Key
Commission and the Sarasota County Commission. Longboat had already decided to ask
the County to fund the St. Armands Resiliency & Flood Mitigation Project (link) because of
island access and evacuation concerns, and because St. Armands is important to their residents
and visitors. We contacted the Longboat Mayor and Town Manager and got the nod to come
and make a brief presentation. So we canceled our Friday afternoon plans and went to this
meeting and got to present directly to four of the five County Commissioners who are going
to decide whether or not this project gets funded at their upcoming December 16 meeting (in
five weeks). I was joined by Carl Shoffstall of the Lido Key Residents Association and Andrew
Vac of the St. Armands Circle (Merchants) Association. Thank you to Carl and the LKRA for
splitting the costs of the picture collages of flooding damage that we had printed up. Link to
video: https://video.ibm.com/channel/K7AXepv39YZ Public input (me, Carl, Andrew): fast
forward to 2:10 (2 minutes, 10 seconds) (be patient, they eventually turn the camera toward
the speakers) Town of Longboat Key pitch: fast forward to 24:20 (24 minutes, 20 seconds) (2)
Article about this Upcoming County Funding Decision in the Herald-Tribune Sarasota wants
$82 million in federal funds for St. Armands; bayou stormwater projects Alternate link: click
here Note: the article mentions two dates. The County is scheduled to select which dredging
projects get funded next week on November 18, and which infrastructure projects get funded
in five weeks on December 16. Apparently there are separate pools of money for each. Here’s
what we still need to do: Many residents and a couple businesses have copied me on their own
emails to the County Commissioners, or indicated that they are going to do this. I'm hopeful
that more residents and businesses and commercial property owners will send a steady flow of
additional emails to them over the next five weeks. Tell your own story of how the last two
years of flooding events have impacted you. For commercial property owners, explain how
new business tenants may be hesitant to invest in St. Armands Circle until the stormwater
infrastructure issues get addressed. If you watch the video segments listed above, you'll hear the
idea that this project might only get partial funding. I recommend making the point that this
project needs to be fully funded; that half-measures will not solve the stormwater infrastructure
problems out here. Here’s the link showing the five County Commissioners and how to email
them. This one email address goes to them all: commissioners@scgov.net If you've got the
ability to have a phone call, Zoom, or in-person meeting with them, even better. Clear your
Calendar for Tuesday, December 16 and go to the meeting in Venice: (it’s in five weeks) The
meeting starts at 9am and every person present at the start of this meeting will get up to three
minutes to speak. I expect to be there for several hours, depending on the number of speakers
and how long the County Commissioners take to discuss this. Can I count on you to join me

2025-2026

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHIJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
MORNING FORUMS THEOLOGY WORLD POLITICS
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY iPHONE & iPAD BIRDING
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Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

there? It’s at the County’s Robert L. Anderson Administration Center at 4000 S Tamiami Trail,
Venice, FL 34293. Here’s a map with the location marked with a red icon at the bottom. A
little far, but isn’t it worth it?

We must become more resilient to future storms. Let’s do everything we can to help the city
obtain this $25 million in federal funds to invest in St. Armands infrastructure. Combined
with our recent progress towards undergrounding our power lines & utilities, this project will
help make St. Armands a much more attractive and safe place to live, visit, work, travel to and
through, and invest in. Thank you for your support and assistance.

Chris Goglia

President

St. Armands Residents Association

St. Regis arch

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

Trish - this is a transcript of a voicemail Sue Klauber left about Whittall’s sign:

Any monumental art should go up on the groin it should be to Murf Klauber for having to
go all the way to the state to stop it from being torn down. Town didn’t want it there maybe
because I think Murf helped rebuild it and the groin definitely needs to have a small plaque
just before you get on the ground so people would know that if it weren't for Murf nothing
would be there. I just saw Judy Earnshaw’s email and I had no idea so I picked up the paper
just read the problem and I agree it’s certainly noticeable and inappropriate. I thought it was
somebody who was having a wedding you know Jewish arch not permanent but I am so nice
I think it was maybe as of humor just have anything it should have a recognition of Klauber
because if he hadn’t fought to the nail to the very end there would be no groin and we'd have
no beaches so forget this arch in his go back to the beginnings. Anyway dear, look forward to
seeing you tomorrow and you just got my message about tennis on Thursday take care we'll
see you at church bye-bye...”

Sue Klauber

Longboat Key

FLC update

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Hi Tip, I wanted to be sure you noticed this passage from Casey Cook’s FLC update. I
watched the video and was encouraged by the tenor of this week’s Senate Finance and Tax
Committee meeting:

Property Taxes and the Senate

The Senate has yet to show its hand on the issue of property taxes. However, in order for
legislation to come into effect or be placed on the ballot as a proposed state constitutional
amendment, both the House and the Senate will need to vote on and pass the same bill or
joint resolution.

See Letters, page 13

‘ * PRESENTED BY THE TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE *
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" TBI's ANNUAL HANUKKAH
OPEN HOUSE ¢ MARKET

Join us as we welcome the Festival of Lights and
our newest light, Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 2-4PM

567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

i;'y_%

Enjoy an afternoon filled with warmth,
music, and holiday cheer for all ages!

Highlights include:

« Hanukkah Market with Judaica, books, art & jewelry
- Chefs and Cookie decorating (and tasting!)

- Dreidel games for kids

- Music, Door Prizes, and more!

FREE &€ OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY!

Whether you're a TBI member or new to our community, come share
the joy of Hanukkah with us at Longboat Key’s only synagogue.

No reservation needed — but we'd love to know you're coming!
email info@longboatkeytemple.org or call 941-383-3428.

(XN

For more information, visit:
www.longboatkeytemple.org/HOH

Send us your best thoughts...
letters @lbknews.com
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Letters, from page 12

This week during the Senate’s Committee on Finance and Tax meeting, in response to a
question from Vice Chair Don Gaetz about the committee’s trajectory on property taxes, Chair
Bryan Avila stated that it would be prudent “to take a slow and methodical and productive
approach,” and that this approach was supported by the Senate President Ben Albritton. See
Senate Committee on Finance and Tax 11/5/2025 Meeting at 48:17. Therefore, there is no
indication that the Senate is in a rush to hear and vote on the eight House proposals.

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis arch

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Understood 1 just did not realize it was happening at that hearing. That's why 'm gonna
come Monday so I can address as well.

Chuck (Charles) Whittall

Unicorp Companies

St. Regis arch
To: Unicorp President Chuck Whittall

The Commission received a letter from your attorney asking that we address the sign.

| etters

BJ Bishop
Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis arch

To: Longboat Key Commission

I was unaware that this week you would be discussing the Groin Sign at The St Regis or I
would have been there to personally address you. I apologize for not being there.

I think there was a horrible misunderstanding of how this matter was handled and how we
got to where we are today. I've been in business for 30 years and have always played by the
rules throughout my career.

I personally will be at the commission on Monday at 1 p.m. to address this matter and
hopefully add clarity to how we got here and seek resolution. I hope your listen with open
minds as we have been a good community partner and I think a huge benefit for Longboat
Key. We have not caused any traffic issues, provided several new dining and drinking venues,
we have raised property values, hugely increased the property tax revenue, provided meaningful
employment opportunities and gained a great reputation throughout the country. We deliv-
ered on our promise and are committed to being a solid part of the community and a team
player. Ilook forward to seeing you.

Chuck (Charles) Whittall

Unicorp Companies

Shark Fins, from page 1

The peer-reviewed study, published in Science Advances, shows that fins from four out
of five shark species regulated under the Convention on International Trade of Endangered
Species (CITES) remain common in Hong Kong’s markets, the global hub for shark fins, even
though little to no legal trade has been reported since trade regulations took effect in 2014.

“Many sharks may be headed toward extinction, with international trade of shark products,
such as dried fins that are used in the expensive luxury dish shark fin soup, often driving fishing
pressure beyond species ability to reproduce and replenish populations,” said Dr. Chapman.

In 2013 countries recognized the severity of this problem and at a global meeting of mem-
bers of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) decided to
impose trade regulations on five particularly threatened shark species that were important in
trade — three large species of hammerheads (scalloped, smooth and great), the porbeagle and
the oceanic whitetip. These regulations required that all trade be reported and certified as not
threatening the species’ survival.

“Since the 2014 listings of these species on CITES, very little trade has been reported and
certified, which makes a great deal of sense because of how poorly they are doing in the wild,”
said Dr. Chapman. “Given these numbers, we would expect to find very few of their fins in
Hong Kong.”

“Our findings show that while global trade regulations are a powerful tool, their effective-
ness depends on countries actually enforcing them,” said Dr. Chapman. “We're seeing clear
evidence of widespread noncompliance, illegal trade is still happening on a massive scale.”

The study examined trade records and performed extensive DNA analyses on nearly 20,000
shark fin samples collected from Hong Kong markets between 2014 and 2021. Despite very
low levels of legal trade, researchers found fins from scalloped, smooth and great hammerheads
(Sphyrna lewini, S. zygaena, S. mokarran) and oceanic whitetip sharks (Carcharhinus longima-
nus) were commonly found year after year.

These species were added to CITES Appendix II in 2013, meaning that international trade
of these species is only permitted if it is legal, traceable and sustainable. Yet 81% of shark-
fin-exporting countries have never reported any trade in these listed species, suggesting illegal
exports are ongoing.

“There’s a huge gap between what’s on paper and what’s happening in the real world,” said
Dr. Diego Cardefosa, lead author from Florida International University’s Department of
Biological Sciences. “DNA evidence clearly shows these protected species are still entering the
global market at alarming rates. There are 70 times more fins from oceanic whitetips and 10
times as many hammerhead fins than would be expected based on legal and certified report-
ing.

Hammerhead and oceanic whitetip sharks are considered either Critically Endangered or
Vulnerable by the IUCN Red List, and their ongoing exploitation threatens to push popula-
tions even closer to collapse. Using ‘DNA zip-coding,” the team traced the origins of scalloped
hammerhead fins sold in Hong Kong to 6 ocean regions, including the Indian, Eastern Pacific
and South Atlantic, 3 of which had no legal export records of these species. This genetic track-
ing reveals that illegal trade spans continents and involves many major fishing nations.

“Genetics allows us to connect the dots between fishing grounds and market stalls,” said
Dr. Chapman. “It’s one of the most powerful tools we have to identify where enforcement is
failing.”

The team red-flagged several countries that are very likely involved in the illegal shark fin
trade at a high level, including Spain, Taiwan, the United Arab Emirates, China, Philippines,
Ghana and Brazil.

“We are reaching a major tipping point where if the fishing and trade of these species is
not meaningfully reduced, then these sharks will disappear,” said Cardenosa. “This would be
a huge loss of top predators in our oceans, which could unleash serious and unpredictable
ecosystem changes that negatively affect us.”

Yet the research team remains hopeful. The study’s authors call for stronger efforts to engage
CITES compliance mechanisms, greater enforcement and transparency in the trade and
expanded genetic monitoring along supply chains.

“Shedding light on this problem is a major step toward solving it,” concluded Chapman.
“CITES has internal compliance mechanisms to deal with illegal trade and in early December
they will also decide whether to ban global trade in one of these species, the oceanic whitetip.
We are at the point where these more stringent actions are needed.”

Mote’s Sharks & Rays Conservation Research Program continues to collaborate globally to
improve understanding of shark biology, ecology and management, working toward a sustain-
able future for these keystone species and the ecosystems they support.

“Protecting sharks means protecting our oceans,” Dr. Chapman added. “Science-driven col-
laboration like this is exactly what it takes to turn the tide.”

The study also reinforces Florida International University’s (FIU) leadership in marine

conservation and wildlife forensics. As part of its institutional mission, FIU promotes
research and action to end destructive fishing and illegal exploitation of marine species. A
researcher in FIU’s Global Forensic and Justice Center and Institute of Environment, Dr.
Cardenosa earned global recognition for his work deploying DNA detection technology at
ports and enabling law-enforcement agencies to prosecute wildlife-trafficking cases. With the
current study, FIU further reinforces its global commitment to translating rigorous science into
actionable conservation outcomes.

The full study, titled International trade regulations take a limited bite out of the shark fin
trade, is available in Science Advances at https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adz2821

DRIFT

KITCHEN & BAR

Top-Ranked for a Reason

Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach 941.388.2161
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Business Directory

Professional

e Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks
¢ Time & Date Stamped Reporting & Photos
e Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

e Home Maintenance Coordination

1 *
Cindy Jessup, Owner

4

E'. e
941.915.1248

www.whcsarasota.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
* HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 ¢ Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

941.702.8159

Mes /Ziesthetics
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

¢ Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby
941.925.1025

By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991
Suite 11
e www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
= Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

) Cortez, FL
www.cortezbaitandseafood.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC

Creating beautiful, functional
residential and commercial spaces.

e New construction
e Remodeling
¢ Project management

We bring your vision to life.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com
Greenwichinteriors.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 ¢ menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DESIGN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN AND EXPERIENCE

DESIGN C© INHARAND NAIL DESIGN
DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

Welcoming the clients and
stylists after the closing of
David Gregory Salon!

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

SERVICES
Personal Care
Respite Care
Alzheimer’s Care
Light Cleaning
Med Administration
Meal Preparation

ROSA TORRES, owNer
941-536-6372

epichomecareprovider@gmail.com Errands & More

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

SARASOTA
PAINTING

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

FULLY INSURED - OWNER OPERATED

CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!
OWNER: DON HUBIAK

sl
~—lnstagram Page: @SarasotalnteriorPainting

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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BrealkPoints

Loosen up if you want to hit with more power

What is the best technique to increase power?

JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis @Ibknews.com
There are many different ways you can increase power
throughout your tennis game. On groundstrokes the very
first suggestion is holding the racquet as loose as you can.
When you squeeze your grip, you are
less likely to get racquet head speed.
Therefore, the looser you hold the
racquet the more racquet head speed
you can generate.
recreational player and a professional

If you watch a

player, one of the biggest differences is
the racquet head speed the profession-
als generate.

How do we get more racquet head
speed? As mentioned above, first hold BOHANNON
the racquet looser. I like to say hold

the racquet like you are holding a baby

bird. Firm enough that it cannot fly away, but loose enough
you won't hurt it. Another way to get more power but also
stay loose is to use your legs. When the ball bounces you want
to bend your knees so you can accelerate up and push off with
your legs. This is called loading up.

You are generally going to think you are hitting the ball
harder when you hit it flatter. Stepping into the ball causes
the ball to be flatter while an open stance naturally creates
more topspin. Regardless of your stance to get more power
you want to rotate your hips. It is imperative to maximize
your lower body usage in order to get more power. You liter-
ally want to push off starting with the big toe, bending the
knees, turning the hips, and then follow through. You want to
follow through until your racquet stops against your back or
shoulder. If you slow down your swing, don’t follow through,
or jab the ball you will also lose power.

Many times recreational players worry about hitting long.
If you are going to miss the worst thing you can do is hit the
ball into the net. Don’t worry about overhitting. It is much
easier to learn to control the ball or put spin on it to make it
stay in. Therefore, one of the best drills to work on racquet
head speed is to have a pro or ball machine feed you and from
the baseline try to hit the back fence. This works on racquet
head speed. Oftentimes when I do this drill I find not only
do my clients not hit the fence but they end up hitting the
ball beautifully a few inches from the baseline. You have to
trust the racquet and let it go. Another great drill to work on
racquet head speed is rallying with a friend from 10-15 feet
behind the baseline, or again having a pro feed you, but you
stand as close to the back fence as you can. These drills really
help improve racquet head speed. Racquet head speed=power!

Most of the aforementioned suggestions also apply to the
serve and overhead: be loose, accelerate, turn your hips,

Longboat Ry News
Sarasota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200
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Sales
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and use your legs, however there are two more tips to get
more power on your serve and overhead. On your serve and
overhead you want to hold the racquet a little lower than you
would on your groundstrokes or volleys. When I go to serve I
generally have my pinky and or my pinky and ring finger off
the racquet. This keeps me looser and generates 10-20 more
miles per hour. If I want to hit a more conservative serve I
keep my hand in the same position as I hit my groundstrokes.
Holding the racquet lower allows you to snap your wrist more
efficiently which will also generate more power. Similarly to
the groundstroke drill, T often recommend having clients serve
into the fence to work on racquet head speed. For overheads I
work on snapping the wrist so the ball will bounce in and then
go over the fence. On overheads that can not be smashed over
the fence, work on hitting your overhead through the court
where it only bounces once. You know you are getting good
power on your overhead if it hits the fence after only bounc-
ing once. I hope these tips help you continue to develop and
improve your power game.

Serve Jackie your best question!

Long-time tennis pro and America’s Top Coach
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.
Please email question you have on strategy, tech-
nique, mental game, fitness, equipment, etc., to:
tennis@lbknews.com

[KeyCrossword
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EST. 1922

MIRA MAR

Resicdences

SOUTH PALM AVENUE

A RE IMAGINED J EWEL ON Discover the luxurious Mira Mar Residences.

An intimate collection of 70 estate-style
S OUTH P ALM AVE NUE residences, offering an unmatched downtown
Sarasota location, timeless interiors, exclusive
services, private amenities, and breathtaking

panoramic city and water views.

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

MIRAMARSARASOTA.COM  (941) 390-2955 | 53 S PALM AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34236 1'}_(1

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE
TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. THIS PROJECT

HAS BEEN FILED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND NO OTHER STATE. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL OR SOLICITATION OF OFFERS TO BUY THE CONDOMINIUM UNITS IN
OPPORTUNITY STATES WHERE SUCH OFFER OR SOLICITATION CANNOT BE MADE. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ANYTIME WITHOUT NOTICE.
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