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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the first edition of our
magazine Illustrated Science. It chronicles
the semester long efforts of the students
from the COM210 Science Communication
using Digital Media course at Ahmedabad
University.

In an era where scientific advancements
significantly impact our lives, the role of
effective science communication is more
crucial than ever. This course trains
students to bridge the gap between
complex scientific concepts and popular
understanding of science through
explanatory science illustrations created
using digital tools and software. 

Join us in celebrating the dedication of
these emerging science communicators and
illustrators from across different disciplines
as they contribute to the ongoing dialogues
in Science.

Bhumi Shah  & Tana Trivedi
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LIGO: Discovering Gravitational Waves
Illustrated by Lalit Chowdhary, Fourth Year, BS (Hons)
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Aarohi Desai
Fourth Year, Integrated MS
Throughout my academic journey in university as well as high school, I have come
across several inaccessible (and slightly ugly) scientific schematics which completely
miss the mark. Personally, this scientific illustration was my first shot to switch things
up for my audience, including students. Science, especially science at the molecular
level, not seen by the human eye is best understood by creative visual representation.
With my keen interest in illustration, I attempted to make an illustration explaining the
wonders of aquatic bioluminescence without oversimplifying it for the reader. Here's
hoping my illustration sparks more ‘ohh!’s than 'huh?'s :)

Ananya Aggarwala
BBA (Hons)
I am passionate about animals and love volunteering at my local animal shelter. I
wanted to write about honey bees because of my passion and interest in animals and
biology. Honey has always been a part of our daily diet; most days, our days start with a
honey meal, used in green teas, pancakes, waffles, ice cream, etc. We have never
dwelled in their hives and tried to understand how they work or how different they are
from us. In my illustration, you can see a small but essential part of their life.

Ayush Chaurasia
BS (Hons)
I chose to illustrate black holes and general relativity because I am fascinated by the
mystery of them. How can something be so powerful that it can trap even light? What
happens to matter and energy that falls into a black hole? They resonate, “What
happens in a black hole stays in a black hole.” I wanted my illustration to capture the
beauty and mystery of black holes. I hope that my illustration will help people to learn
more about black holes and to appreciate the mystery and wonder of the universe.

Chaitri Sengar
BA (Hons) 
I am a visual artist and digital illustrator raised in Delhi majoring in Social and Political
Sciences. My illustration is centered around experimental studies that locate
communication and network patterns in fungi and mold activities. Many researchers
have dedicated their efforts to tracing the complex and surprisingly comprehensive
networking chains that slime molds branch into. This project enabled me to write freely
and exercise diverse stylistic choices to generate a series of illustrations that inform the
larger theme of fungal communication and networking.

Contributors 

Dhruvi Mewada
Integrated MS
I am thrilled to share my illustration on "Stem Cells: A New Frontier in Heart Disease
Treatment." Delve into the intricate world of regenerative medicine where I unravel the
incredible potential of stem cells in reshaping heart disease treatment. and show how
these tiny cells could transform heart disease treatment. Dive into my illustration to
discover the hope and breakthroughs that stem cell research brings to the table.
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Krishna Shah
BBA (Hons)
My reason for illustrating the "Journey of a Star" is to blend artistic expression with
educational outreach. Creating a visual narrative of a star's life cycle engages viewers in
the awe-inspiring cosmic ballet, fostering scientific curiosity and understanding. Such an
illustration serves as an accessible tool for science communication, breaking down
complex astrophysical concepts into digestible visuals. Beyond personal artistic
fulfillment, my work could inspire students, enthusiasts, and the public to appreciate
the celestial journey of stars, bridging the gap between art and science to cultivate a
broader understanding of the wonders of the universe.

 Khushi Khamar
BBA (Hons)
In management studies, where my science always stumbled, I discovered that science
thrives in creativity. My weapon of choice: illustrations. My canvas? The complex realm
of anxiety. Beyond the WHO-labeled 'most common' disorder lies a mysterious impact
on our bodies. Through artistry, my illustration unravels the enigma, peeling back the
layers to reveal the intricate Neurobiology of Anxiety. Join me on this visual journey
through the science of the mind.

Kirti Pishe
BA (Hons)
I am an environmental enthusiast who believes it is crucial to let people know that
climate change is real and affects us all in some way or another. We need to understand
how we can play a part in mitigating it. The coral reefs being impacted means we also
get affected. At the rate it is going, we don’t have a choice but to care and believe we
have a fighting chance. Through this illustration, I hope to showcase the importance and
getting more people involved in this growing concern. 

Malay Mehta
BBA (Hons)  
I have made a digital illustration of Mantis Shrimps, which explores how these
crustaceans attack their prey. This topic came to my mind when Professor Rama
Ratnam delivered a guest lecture on how an owl catches its prey. Similarly, I thought of
other creatures living in the ecosystem with a unique attack mechanism which is
unknown to us. My illustration explores the attack mechanism and supporting features
it has.

Lalit Chowdhary
BS (Hons)  
I am majoring in Computer Science and interested in Systems Programming and
Astrophysics. In the vast expanse of space, where galaxies co-exist, a hidden symphony,
not of sound but of gravitational waves – ripples the fabric of spacetime itself.
Unlocking the secrets of these elusive waves has been an ever-longing quest for
astrophysicists. My Illustration talks about Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave
Observatory, or LIGO, stands as the instrument through which humanity has begun to
decode this mystery.
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Mitul Gohel
BBA (Hons)
I have always been fascinated by space, with movies serving as a significant source of
inspiration. However, I'm not content with just the cinematic portrayal; I actively follow
the latest developments in the field. This curiosity has led me to explore and compare
two widely used spacecraft propulsion systems, analyzing how they've contributed to
cost-effective space travel. My illustration bridges my passion for space with my
academic pursuits, merging my interest in finance and accounting with space
exploration. 

Poorva Nahar
BA (Hons)
I am majoring in Economics. Despite my academic focus, my fervor for fine arts has
remained constant. At the age of 16, I faced an unexpected diagnosis of Ulcerative
Colitis, an experience that fueled my determination to raise awareness. Turning to
digital illustration as a means of expression, I endeavor to communicate the nuances of
living with Ulcerative Colitis. I would like to thank the Professors for allowing me to
share a glimpse of my academic and artistic journey.

Rishi Agrawal
BBA (Hons) 
I am majoring in Accounting and Finance. The thing that motivated me to choose this
topic was my curiosity about dreams. I often see dreams and was curious about how
these dreams occur and how the brain functions. As this course required a science
communication topic I decided to work on my curiosity and it turned out to be quite
fun. This course helps us to think beyond our ability by bringing the scientific
perspective

Raj Patel
BTech (CSE)
Come with me and advocate for sustainable agriculture. As someone who travels
between the worlds of science and storytelling, I want to show you how CRISPR could
help solve the global food crisis. With CRISPR, we can create plants with custom traits,
like drought resistance or higher nutrient content. This could help us reduce our
reliance on chemicals and create a more sustainable food system. Join me on this
journey as we explore the balance between innovation and responsibility, and cultivate
a hopeful narrative for the future of our fields.

Sanjana Kataria
BA (Hons)
I am majoring in Economics. My project is all about "Unlocking Genetic Power with
CRISPR." I chose this topic because I'm excited about how CRISPR could completely
change genetics and make a big difference in people's health. It's a really cool
technology that could help cure diseases and maybe even make new kinds of living
things.
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Shraddha Chaplot
BBA (Hons)
Hola, readers! I am an avid explorer of the creative cosmos. Driven by an unwavering
passion for creativity and insatiable curiosity, I have embarked on a captivating journey
into the world of biomimicry for my scientific illustration. Picture this – nature is akin to
a 'choose your adventure' book, and the page I couldn't resist turning to was
Biomimicry. I've embarked on a mission to unveil the fascinating story of the
Kingfisher's beak and its intriguing connection with the Bullet Train. So, buckle up as we
journey to the crossroads of art, science, and imagination. 

Sridharshiny KV
Integrated MS
My illustration is about black ghost knife fishes that I am currently working with. These
enigmatic creatures have been the subject of various studies to understand their
electrical properties. An interesting fact, all the initial works in the field of electricity
started from electric fishes. Through this illustration, I am trying to share information
about these fishes that fascinated me the most!  

Tanvi Mehta
BBA (Hons) 
I like to dwell myself in the world of technology and literature. With a passion for
learning, I chose this topic ‘Seeing the spectrum : A canine’s View of World’ as it offers
insights into their sensory perception, color vision limitations, and night vision
capabilities, providing a unique perspective on how they experience the world and how
different fur balls are from us! 

Sparsh Tiwari
BBA (Hons)
I have a passion for exploring the intersection of Business and Neuroscience. In my
illustration, I delve into the fascinating realm of neuromarketing, where the mind meets
marketing strategy. Through vibrant visuals, I aim to capture the intricacies of consumer
behavior influenced by subconscious cues. As a student fascinated by the dynamic
landscape of business psychology, my artwork reflects the allure of decoding the
human brain in the context of marketing, merging analytical thinking with creative
expression. Join me on this cerebral journey through the lens of neuromarketing in my
illustration for a visual exploration of the mind&#39;s influence on consumer choices.

Stuti Doshi
BA (Hons)
I recently completed an internship in a de-addiction hospital here in Ahmedabad and it
helped me understand the science behind addiction. Addiction is a prevalent issue in
the current youth but not many know the cycle of addiction and how it affects the
human body negatively. This was an opportunity to reach a larger audience and share
some basic information about addiction.

77








