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Karnival

The hugely popular Karori Karnival
returns to Ben Burn Park in exactly
one month.

Run by the Karori Lions Club, the
Karori Karnival will run from 10am to
2pm on Sunday 22 February.

Continued on page 2.

The Wellington Red Hackle Band get-
ting last year’s Karori Karnival off to a
great start. Photo: Supplied.
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Looking for art?

Small works art fair - at Wellington Cathedral, 2 Hill St,
10 January to 8 February 10 am to 5.00 pm Entry Free

Helen Keen and Lynn Blann - recent works - at DoubleTree by
Hilton Wellington, 28 Grey St, 10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Te Manu Muramura - various artists - at Rydges Wellington Airport,
continuing to March, 10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Hilton Lake Taupo - selected artists - 80 Napier Rd, Taupo,
continuing to March,10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Contemporary New Zealand art
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The highlight of Karori’s calendar

Continued from page 1.

The event is the highlight of the
Karori calendar and was hugely
successful last year.

Around 1,000 people descended
on Ben Burn Park for the event,
and it raised more than $10,000
that all goes back into the com-
munity.

Among the very good causes
the Karori Karnival has helped
with funds in the past include
Life Flight, Child Cancer and the
Lions Skin Cancer Bus, but over
the years there have been a great
many, including health, youth,
vision, environment and disaster
relief causes.

“This event has become an
important fixture in Karori’s
calendar,” the Karori Lions Com-
munications Director Trevor
Anders says.

“It is one of the longest running
events of its kind in New Zealand,
and just gets more popular every
year.

“What makes it special is that
the expansive park location
enables families to spread out
and relax, watching the all-day
on-stage entertainment while
enjoying some of the delicious
choice of foods available.

“Then there’s all the craft stalls,
the kids’ rides and the opportunity
to have a look at all sorts of in-
formation stalls. It really is a fun
family day out, with something
for everyone.”

“We have many of the popular

old stalls, and some new ones,
and the good news is that there’s
room for more stalls at this time,”
Club Projects Director Joanne
Knight says.

“So get in quickly if you want to
have a stall there.

“Complete information and
application forms are available on
our website www.karorikarnival.
com

“The good news for the public is
that admission is free!”

Lions will be operating their
BBQ trailer, book stall, raffle
and white elephant stall, which
together with stallholder fees pro-
vides the income from the event
for the Karori Lions Charitable
Trust.

“While we make some money
from the event, the main purpose
is to provide a fun day for our
community, and give other chari-
table organisations the opportu-
nity to also promote what they
are doing,” the club’s Treasurer
Jo Cameron says.

“Every dollar we receive from
the public goes back into the
community through our chari-
table trust, supporting, health,
youth, the environment, disaster
relief and needed community
facilities.

“Our members have continued
to be busy through the Christmas
break, not only preparing for
Karnival,” Jo says.

“We have packed Christmas
treats for residents of rest homes,
and some elderly living on their
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A scene from a past BSA International Rally. Photo: Supplied.

Three-year-old Lucy Hibbard gets her face painted at last year’s

Karori Karnival. Photo: Frank Neill.

own, and delivered clothing and
other items to the Homeless
Women’s Trust and to the Men’s
Shelter.

“The Spirit of Adventure Trust
was delighted to hear that we are
sending them a record amount of
$37,000 to enable their annual
Inspiration Voyage on the tall ship
‘Spirit of New Zealand.’

“This was raised from our an-
nual appeal to all Lions clubs in
New Zealand, something we have
successfully done since 1999.

“The Inspiration Voyage is a life-
changing experience for young
Kiwis with disabilities, and we

are so proud to have been a part
of enabling this and witnessing
the hugely positive effects on the
young people.”

“Karori Lions are a diverse
group of men and women of all
ages who are community minded
and have a simple wish to help
others in need and help make a
better world,” Trevor says.

“If you want the camaraderie
and support of like-minded people
while you do good things, you are
welcome to contact us through
Facebook www.facebook.com/
KaroriLionsClublnc or text or
phone Trevor at 021 454 056.”

Bonus for motorcycling enthusiasts

“Family working for
Families in Tasman”

The Homestead is in the
heart of Wakefield Village.

Helping to make a positive
difference in people’s lives.

Tel: 03 541 8995 10 Edward Street, Wakefield, Tasman

www.wakefield homestead.co.nz

Motorcycle racing enthusiasts will have
the opportunity to see international action
with the 63rd BSA International Rally
being held in the Hutt Valley from 13 to 20
February 2026.

Motorcycle riders from around the world
have already registered for the event.

BSA (Birmingham Small Arms) was once
the world’s biggest name in motorcycles
before production ceased in 1973 before
restarting again in 2021.

New Zealand BSA International Rally
spokesperson and NZBSAOC President,
Graeme Reilly, says around 130 people and
100 bikes are expected to attend the event.

“We already have bookings from BSA
riders in the Netherlands, Australia, United

Kingdom, United States, Belgium, Canada
and Germany.

“They are revving their engines and can’t
wait to get here.”

The bikes, with gloriously named models
such as Empire Star, A65, Rocket 3, Bantam
and the immortal Gold Star, will be on
display at Lower Hutt’s Dowse Square on
Saturday 14 February between 2pm and
3:30pm.

“This is only the third time the BSA
International Rally has been held in New
Zealand and presents a rare opportunity for
classic bike lovers, and those who enjoy fine
machinery, to see what all the fuss is about.”

Graeme says the 2026 Rally will be based
at Upper Hutt’s Silverstream Retreat.
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The Chaytor Street retaining wall.
Photo: Frank Neill.

Bigger plan for
Karori needed

By Frank Neill

The big old Chaytor Street retaining wall
is going to be upgraded.

Wellington City Council has put out tenders
for strengthening of the wall, which was
constructed in the 1920s and is now nearly
100 years old.

The fact that the Council is moving to
strengthen the wall has been welcomed
by the Wharangi/Onslow-Western Ward
Councillor Diane Calvert.

“The Chaytor Street wall strengthening is
good,” she says.

“It needs to be done.”

At the same time it needs to be part of a
much bigger plan for the development of
Karori infrastructure.

There is a “nasty intersection” nearby,
which needs to be improved

And “we need to start the conversation
again about upgrading the Karori tunnel.

“Itis 100 years old and it doesn’t take double
decker buses.”

Karori needs either “a bigger tunnel or a
new tunnel,” Cr Calvert says.

“We need to get the Karori tunnel back on

the agenda, even if it is in the long term.”

Also “to have only one road in and out of
the suburb is inhibiting the growth of Karori.

“We need to reinvigorate a discussion about
Karori intrastructure and whether it is fit for
purpose and what we are going to do about it.

“It is about making sure that Karori is
properly serviced.

“We should be requesting that there is
priority given to Karori,” Cr Calvert says,
adding that “I will certainly be making noise
about it.”

The Council is strengthening the Chay-
tor Street retaining wall to improve its
performance in natural hazard events,
particularly earthquakes, and minimise the
consequential disruption to the route and the
community at large.

The current wall no longer meets modern
safety standards. Strengthening the wall
ensures the long-term stability of the road
corridor and safety for everyone who uses
1t.

The project has been a long time coming.

Chaytor Street was first assessed in 2011.

In 2019 the Council engaged a consultant
to undertake further investigations, develop

My office is open Qam - 4pm
Monday to Friday

design options, and prepare a detailed
design for the preferred solution, which was
completed in 2020.

Given the Covid 19 pandemic, and associat-
ed reduction in NZTA funding, the Chaytor
St project was not progressed at that time due
to the prioritisation of other projects.

As tenders for the project are now being
called, a contract has yet to be awarded and
work started.

Once work does start there will be some
dispution on what is a busy section of roads
while the work is under way.

The bus lane adjacent to the wall will be
temporarily closed and shifted to the adjacent
traffic lane.

The current parking lane will be used to
maintain two-way traffic. There will also be
some minor adjustments to kerb alignment
and footpath width.

Detailed traffic management plans are still
being developed.

The Council is working closely with
Metlink, Zealandia and other key stake-
holders, and will continue to engage with
the community and share updates as plans
are confirmed.

New guide

The Wellington Region Emergency
Management Ofice (WREMO) has
launched a new emergency prepared-
ness guide adapted by and for disabled
people.

The guide is part of a bigger project
making sure disabled people have the
tools and support they need to plan for
and get through emergencies.

It's a New Zealand version on the
Person-Centred Emergency Planning
(P-CEP) from Australia and has been
adapted here in Aotearoa with the
help of disabled people from across
the region.

Workshops willaccompany the guide
that focus on practical planning and
having the right conversations before
an emergency happens.

Whaikaha /Ministry of Disabled Peo-
ple and NEMA have both given their
support and are working on a national
version and alternate formats.

“It’s the first guide of its kind in New
Zealand and an exciting step toward a
more inclusive, consistent and equita-
ble emergency preparedness system
for everyone,” WREMO says.

Missed an issue of
Independent Herald?

Just scan the QR code with
your phone’s camera to dive in.

NEWS TIPS

Send your tips to herald@wsn.co.nz

Greg O’Connor
MP for Ohariu

Spokesperson for Courts and Veterans’ Affairs
Assistant Speaker

Get in touch 044783332

greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz

2/18 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville, Wellington

Labour.org.nz/gregoconnor
© /GregOhariu

Authorised by Greg O'Connor MP,
Parliament Buildings Wellington.
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Cr Ben McNulty, who set in motion the bid to keep motorcycle

parking free. Photo: Supplied.

Motorcycle parking
will be free

Motorcycle parking is going to
remain free in Wellington city.

This follows a decision by
Wellington City Councillors to
overturn an earlier decision to
charge for the parking.

The Council’s Te Taurapa
Council Planning and Finance
Committee decided on 17 De-
cember to revoke the decision
by the previous Council’s Korau
Totopt Long-Term Finance and
Performance Committee on 22
May 2025 to introduce a $1 per
hour fee on Monday to Friday
from 8am to 8pm.

The decision not to charge for
motorcycle parking came on the
initiative of Deputy Mayor Ben
McNulty, who is a Northern
Ward Councillor.

He gained the signed support
of seven Councillors to put the
Notice of Revocation onto the
committee agenda, saying the
revocation was common sense.

“The economics of charging
for motorcycle parking were
simply not convincing for me,
the Mayor and the majority of
Councillors now, and was out
of step with public sentiment,”
Cr McNulty said.

“Wellington was set to be the

LYCHGATE

FUNERALS

only city in New Zealand that
charged for motorcycle parking.

“That’s not a good look for
a city that wants to encourage
different and more climate-
friendly transport options into
the city.

“We were clear that we wanted
to take another look at this be-
fore Christmas, we’ve now done
that and agreed that the charges
should not be implemented.

“Wellingtonians are already
struggling with the cost of liv-
ing, and placing more charges
on motorcycles doesn’t appear
to be the right thing to do at
this time.

“We want people to stay as
long as possible in town.

“Wellington's retail and hospi-
tality sectors need our support.

“Stopping these charges dem-
onstrates this Council’s com-
mitment to encouraging more
people into the central city to
shop and enjoy the inner city.

“While Council will forego
some revenue, | strongly believe
that the benefits to the inner
city, our businesses and the
capital’s quality of life will
outweigh the marginal financial
impacts,” Cr McNulty said.

DIGNITY, SENSITIVITY AND THE RESPECT
YOUR LOVED ONES DESERVE.
Proud to have served the families of Wellington for
over 135 years, we are committed to providing quality,
personal service with compassion and integrity.
Contact us about pre-planning and pre-payment options.

Wellington: 306 Willis Street
Ph 385 0745

Johnsonville: 7Johnsonville Road
Ph 477 6855

Karori: 89 Karori Road

Ph 476 6472

| www.lychgate.co.nz

Keep Wellington
Beautiful relaunches
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Volunteers at Keep Wellington Beautiful’s first clean up day since it was relaunched. Photo: Supplied.

Kelburn resident and sustainability
advocate Melissa Lieser has led the
recent relaunch of Keep Wellington
Beautiful.

Melissa, of Clean Where You
Walk, has re-established the initia-
tive to create regular, community-led
opportunities for people to care for
the city’s coastline.

The first event was a community
coastal clean-up held along the Evans
Bay coastline, bringing together a
diverse group of Wellingtonians
united by a shared commitment to
protecting the local environment.

Volunteers from all walks of life
took part, including families with
children, university students, govern-
ment representatives and long-time

local residents.

Together, the group collected more
than 100 kilograms of rubbish from
the coastline, demonstrating both the
scale of the issue and the power of
collective action.

The strong turnout reflected a clear
appetite within the community to
engage in hands-on environmental
stewardship and highlighted the
important role that local, regular ac-
tion plays in keeping Aotearoa New
Zealand’s coastlines clean, healthy
and accessible.

Looking ahead, Keep Wellington
Beautiful will host monthly commu-
nity clean-up events at beaches and
coastal areas across Wellington City.

These family-friendly events will

‘ We Have Moved

Just blinds

Showroom:
405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

&ﬁ\ X

e Exciting new fabrics ¢ Wide range of blinds
o Colour consultancy e Installation - Repairs

e 3 year guarantee

FREE measure and quote

Hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm

‘ TRANSFORM YOUR VIEW TODAY

provide equipment, guidance and a
welcoming space for people to come
together, care for their local environ-
ment and become part of a growing
network of kaitiaki for Wellington’s
coastline.

By re-establishing a consistent
presence in the capital the initiative
aims to build long-term community
engagement, raise awareness about
marine litter and contribute to the
national mission of making Aotearoa
New Zealand clean, green and
beautiful.

Those interested in staying up
to date with upcoming events are
encouraged to follow Keep Wel-
lington Beautiful on Instagram and
Facebook.

Your local
trusted
community
newspaper!
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KAT auditionin
for short plays

&

Ava Vociwith Theo Nettleton in Legend, one of the plays in KAT theatre’s 2024 programme

of short plays. Photo: Supplied.

Why perform in a short play? This is the
question KAT Theatre recently asked Ava
Voci, a seasoned actor in both short and
full-length plays, who is planning to audition
for KAT’s upcoming season of short plays.

Anyone else who wants to audition can find
out more by reading the details on KAT’s
website kat-theatre.org.nz and then emailing
katmembership@gmail.com. Those who
email will be sent the link to the scripts and a
form to fill in before coming to the auditions
on Sunday 1 February.

“For a start, being in a short play is a great
way to scratch your theatre itch when you
don’t have the time to commit to a large
play,” Ava says.

“But it’s more than that.

“It’s often an opportunity to get to know
the work of some of the less well known
playwrights, or the less well known work of
some of the famous ones.

“And short plays, like short stories, are a
different artform from their longer coun-
terparts. They have to pack a punch in a
bite-sized chunk of time.

“It’s very satisfying to be involved in that
kind of creativity.

“I think that’s why audiences enjoy a
programme of short plays too — they get to
experience the telling of several stories all

in one outing.”

Another who enjoys short plays is Liz
Ebrey. She is directing a play which wraps
strong social commentary into a tense
murder mystery.

“The fun of directing a short play really
is that you read a script and get a little
germination of an idea and then you build
on it with a team of cast and crew, eventually
seeing what was originally just a concept in
your mind come to life on the stage,” Liz
says.

Another of the four plays is Queen B, writ-
ten by Pip Hall (daughter of Roger Hall, one
of New Zealand’s most prolific playwrights).

“When I started reading for this production
I found quite a few scripts that I liked, but
eventually chose Queen B because I like its
feminist themes,” director Megan Davies
says.

“It’s set in a dystopian not-too-far-into-the-
future world, which I'm sure will also appeal
to lots of actors as well as our audiences.”

Of the other two plays in this programme
one is an exploration of hope in the face of
despair and the other is pure comedy.

Between them, the four plays have roles
for three men and 11 women, spanning ages
from 17 to mid-60s. Actors of all levels of
experience are welcome.

ADVERTISEMENT

Acorn Stairlifts commended
by Arthritis Foundation

As people enjoy longer lives and wish to
remain living independently at home, the
demand for domestic stairlifts continues
to grow.

As an example of Acorn’s commitment
to excellence and safety, they are proud
their products have earned the prestigious
Ease of Use Commendation from the
Arthritis Foundation.

This commendation is only awarded to
companies whose products have passed
rigorous testing proving they are easy to
use for people with arthritis.

They are the only stairlift company in
the world to earn the prestigious Ease of
Use Commendation from the Foundation.

All Acorn Stairlifts are easy to use,

Hooked on local news?
Cast your support to our advertisers:— -
They help bring you the stories that mattert

Hérild

www.independentherald.co.nz | Phone (04) 587 1660

easy to maintain, and all feature the very
best in design, engineering and safety.
There are additional features built in to
keep you safe and provide a smooth ride
around the curves of your stairs.

Acorn Stairlifts are innovative on every
level, making Acorn the safest alternative
for staircase use in every home.

Staying in the home you love is one
of the main reasons people purchase an
Acorn Stairlift.

It is a simple truth that staying in your
own home gives you a sense of stability,
safety and independence. An important
aspect of this is being able to move
around freely and easily, without worry,
pain, or struggle.

So why let getting up and down stairs
keep you from fully enjoying your home?

Your home is your refuge, where you
entertain, welcome family and friends
or simply relax. Your home is also where
you live your life, and the place you call
your own.

Acorn Stairlifts Ltd
FREEPHONE:0800 520 025

—

EARTHQUAKE

BEST QUALITY |

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
WATER OUTAGES?

g

BURST PIPES

BEST PRICE | BEST ADVIGE

DROUGHT

GARDEN + EMERGENCY TANKS
Factory Direct Pricing

www.thetankguy.co.nz
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Z Manu championship
returnig this month

A competitor performing a manu. Photo: Supplied.

By Frank Neill

The competition to make the biggest splash
is coming to Wellington.

The Wellington Z Manu Super Qualifier
will be held at the Wellington Regional
Aquatic Centre on Saturday 31 January.

Said to be a Kiwi invention, the Manu is
all about making a big splash.

The bomb technique sees competitors’
bodies form a distinct V-shape so their
bottoms and lower backs hit the water
first, while the arms and legs are ex-
tended to create both a loud clap and a large
splash.

The Wellington Super Qualifier will deter-
mine finalists across the Manu and Freestyle
divisions, who will go head-to-head in the Z
Many World Championships at the Karanga
Plaza, Viaduct Harbour, Auckland, on 14
March.

Last year, more than 2,000 Manu enthusi-
asts of all levels of ability took part across
adult, youth and junior divisions in regional
qualifiers nationwide.

From these 130 finalists made it to Auck-
land’s Viaduct, where a stunning 7-metre-
high x 20-metre-wide Manu tower drew
huge crowds and showcased the skill and
athleticism of competitors.

“The Z Manu World Champs have cap-
tured the hearts and imagination of New
Zealanders,” the event’s organiser Scott
Rice says.

“It’s been awesome to see our athletes step

up and be celebrated.

“Now, with two years of successful com-
petition behind us, it’s even more exciting.

“We’ve got reigning champs returning to
defend their titles, contenders determined
to set the record straight and plenty of new
faces stepping up.

“This will be the event of summer.

“It’s always been our intention to go
international, so we’re really excited to be
expanding to Australia this year, then bring-
ing the finals back to Moana Auckland.”

The Gold Coast event, held over Waitangi
weekend in partnership with Queensland
Diving, marks the competition’s first official
international qualifier.

Gold Coast Manu exponents will be se-
lected following this event to compete at the
Z Manu World Championships in Auckland.

Beyond competition, the Z Manu World
Champs is committed to impact.

Through Sport NZ’s Push Play pro-
gramme, it inspires Kiwis to get active and
embrace the outdoors, with Water Safety
New Zealand as a foundation partner.

“At its core, the Z Manu World Champs is
about celebrating New Zealanders’ connec-
tion to water and encouraging people to stay
active,” Scott says.

“It’s about having fun over summer —
safely.

“We’re proud to partner with Water
Safety New Zealand and Push Play, because
participation and safety are at the heart of
what we do.”

7 INTERPRETING

New Zealand

« Confidential

« Professional

Onsite, Phone & Video
Interpreting 24/7

« Accurate

Freephone: 0508 468 377 | Email: info@interpret.org.nz
Website: www.interpret.org.nz

Amy Grace Laura Atkins. Photo: Supplied.

Interactive theatre
for children

Children can explore tiny worlds of imagi-
nation with award-winning performer Amy
Grace Laura’s intimate theatre performances
entitled Little Landscapes for tamariki aged
from 4 to 6 and their caregivers.

Hosted by Wellington City Libraries, Little
Landscapes is a sensory and intimate experi-
ence, rooted in the textures and patterns of
the natural world which invites audiences
into a quiet, playful environment where tiny
worlds unfurl and imagination meets
memory.

Little Landscapes has a runtime of ap-
proximately 27 minutes.

It is intended to be a small show and only
has space for five children and five grown-
ups at each showing. All adults must be
accompanied by a child.

Little Landscapes is showing at the follow-
ing locations:

* Te Takap® o Patukawenga Mervyn Kemp
(Tawa) Library on Saturday 24 January.

* Nga Puna Waiora Newtown Li-
brary on Saturday 31 January.

Each location will host three shows, begin-
ning at 11am, 11.40am, and 12.20pm.

Bookings are not required, but Wellington

NEWS
| b

NEWS TIPS

Libraries recommend that people arrive
slightly before their desired time to secure
their spot.

Amy Grace Laura Atkins is an award-win-
ning theatre-maker, clown, puppeteer, poet
and event manager based in Te Whanganui-
a-Tara Wellington.

With a passion for live art, puppetry, poetry
and theatre, Amy makes an array of playful
work for young people and adults.

Amy is an alumna of the John Bolton
Theatre School, which is where she started
learning the art of bouffon, clown, melo-
drama and neutral mask.

She has been creating and performing
children's theatre since 2012 and embraces
the challenge of connecting with tamariki
through performance.

Amy has worked with a range of organisa-
tions including Tall Poppies Collective,
Little Dog Barking, Birdlife Productions and
KidzStuff Theatre for Children.

Amy also holds a Bachelor of Arts in
English and Theatre Studies from Massey
University, and has an Advanced Associate
Diploma in the Teaching of Speech and
Drama from Speech New Zealand.

Send your tips to
herald@wsn.co.nz
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Summerset Boulcott
Open Days

Just a short drive from Wellington, Summerset Boulcott is a vibrant retirement village located in the
sought-after suburb of Boulcott, in the heart of Lower Hutt. The village offers beautifully appointed
villas, apartments, serviced apartments, and a range of care and specialist dementia care living
options” The village centre features resort-style facilities and a resident bar with picturesque views
over the golf course.

Enjoy stunning views of the surrounding valley and lush greens, while being close to supermarkets,
medical centres, shopping centres, golf course, Hutt River walkway, and convenient motorway access
to Wellington and the Kapiti Coast.

There are a range of brand-new one and two-bedroom independent apartments available,
with two-bedroom apartments starting from $751,000%

Come along to our Open Days, and see why our residents love the Summerset life.

Love the life you choose.

Open Days

Every Thursday in January and February
10am - 2pm

Summerset Boulcott

1a Boulcott Street, Lower Hutt
04 568 1442 | summerset.co.nz/boulcott

ummerset

RETIREMENT VILLAGES

*Flexible pricing arrangements are subject to a bespoke deferred management fee. Price and stock levels correct as at 10 December 2025, only Independent Apartment 1101
left at this price. All Summerset homes are sold under a licence to occupy and are subject to availability. *Care is subject to availability and eligibility criteria.

Summerset does not offer rental accommodation. Images are indicative.
SUM9191_FP
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Group to look at
reducing rates rise

By Frank Neill

A working group to look at whether the
proposed rates rise can be reduced has been
established by Mayor Andrew Little.

Named the Revenue and Finance Working
Group it will be chaired by the deputy
Mayor Ben McNulty.

Local Councillors Tony Randall, Andrea
Compton, Diane Calvert and Rebecca
Matthews are also on the group, along with
Mayor Little.

The group will be “reviewing what we can
do to make some savings,” Cr Randall told
the “Independent Herald”.

“The bad news is that the rates increase
is too high.”

“The Council have already cut what was

going to be an 11.2% rates increase to a 9.2%
rates increase.

“But we need to cut it more,” Cr Randall
says.

“Some of the things we need to look at are
some of the planned projects the previous
Council has approved, but this Council
could decide that they are not of such a pri-
ority that they need to go ahead as urgently
as was previous planned.”

The Revenue and Finance Working Goup
is just a working group and it will not be
having public meetings, Cr Randall notes.

The “Independent Herald” attempted to
contact the group chair, Cr Nulty, who did
not respond to messages. Then the paper
was told that Cr McNulty was on holiday
and unobtainable.

More predator trapping needed

By Frank Neill

Karori residents have recorded trapping
825 predators during 2025, figures released
by Predator Free Karori show.

The catches included 547 rats, 252 mice,
20 hedgehogs and six mustelids (stoats,
weasels, ferrets etc).

“Thanks to your amazing backyard
trapping efforts,” Predator Free Karori
says.

“Keep up the great work in 2026.

“Is your trap locked and loaded? Please
do it.

“There’s a rat highway running through

Karori and we want to nail it.”

People can register their catches at http://
tinyurl.com/y9tzeklw.

There are Predator Free organisations
throughout the northern and western
suburbs, including Predator Free Ngaio,
Khandallah, Johnsonville, Newlands and
Otari, Rodent Free Wadestown and the
Kelburn Conservation Network.

By trapping predators, the people involved
with these organisations are helping pre-
serve New Zealand’s native wildlife.

The Predator Free groups are keen for
people to make contact with them and then
to begin trapping the pests.

Debit and credit card transport
payments coming

Payment by debit or credit card on
Metlink trains and buses will be possible
in early 2026, with the introduction of
contactless payment functionality using
Snapper equipment.

Snapper cards will continue to operate
as normal and Snapper cardholders do not
need to make any changes.

The Snapper systems and devices on-
board buses and at train stations will be
upgraded to enable full fare paying, adult
customers to tag on and off using their
credit card, debit cards or mobile devices
(for Visa and Mastercard payments).

The addition of contactless payment is
intended to encourage an uptake of credit
and debit card usage ahead of the fullNTS

functionality in 2027 says Metlink senior
manager for strategy and investments Tim
Shackleton.

“The goal is to make it easier to transition
full fare paying, adult customers to a new
way to pay, prior to introducing additional
functionality such as integrated bus-rail
fares and fare capping, which will come
with NTS,” he says.

Snapper chief executive Miki Szikszai
says, “Snapper is pleased to bring contact-
less payment capability to Wellingtonians
in partnership with Metlink.”

“This capability will be supported on
existing Snapper equipment with the
same tag on/tag off experience for PT
users.”

Our community.
Our stories.
%, Our voice.
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Dancing for life

Maureen Sullivan. Photo: Supplied.

The Johnsonville Scottish Country Dance
Club is looking forward to another suc-
cessful and fun filled year of dancing at
Khandallah Town Hall in 2026.

The club is always keen to introduce
new people to the joys of Scottish Country
Dancing — exercise that feels like fun (there
is a lot of laughter), good company and new
friends, and a bit of a “mental” challenge also
learning something new.

Each year the club runs a series of three
beginners’ classes so people can come
along, give it a go, and find out what Scottish
Country Dancing is all about.

The Johnsonville Scottish Country Dance
club will offer beginners’ classes for three
weeks in February — on the 9th, 16th and
23th — before the club year proper begins
on 2 March.

Doors open at 7:15pm for dancing from
7:30pm to 9:30pm. Cost is $5 per class
(cash only).

No experience or partner is needed, or
maybe you danced years ago and want to
take it up again — all are welcome.

Wear flat shoes with soft soles and dress in
layers as you would for exercise. You may
also want to bring your own water bottle.

In 2024, Khandallah local, Wendy Dun-
phy, noticed billboards around the neigh-
bourhood advertising Monday night Scottish
Country Dancing (SCD) beginners’ classes
at Khandallah Town Hall.

Although she knew absolutely nothing
about SCD, she had been to a ceilidh some
time back and absolutely loved it, so was
keen to give this a try.

And she was hooked:

“From the very first moment I felt a
connection with the music and the dance
moves,” she says.

“Any reluctance I may have felt as a begin-

Wendy Dunphy (left) with the President of the Johnsonville Scottish Country Dance Club

ner was quickly overcome as experienced
dancers partner with the beginners and
guide them through the movements.

“The club is wonderfully welcoming and
embraces newcomers with enthusiasm.”

Wendy also gives credit to longtime tutor,
Rod Downey, who “carefully structures
the year so we progress from simple to
increasingly complex steps and formations™’,
encouraging beginners to relax and have a
good time as they build confidence on the
dance floor.

And she enjoys the social side of dancing
as well.

“We’re a diverse group, many different
ages, from many different backgrounds,
some with deep Scottish heritage and some
with no Scottish connections whatsoever,”
she says.

“The music and the dancing connect us.
We dance with a different partner every
dance, so people feel equally comfortable
coming as a single or a couple.

“There’s an enormous amount of joy in
the dances which sometimes explodes into
laughter as one of us heads off in the wrong
direction.”And while we might arrive a bit
weary at 7.30 on a Monday night we univer-
sally leave feeling rejuvenated and uplifted.”

Dances range from lively jigs and reels
to more stately and elegant strathspeys,
with fantastic Scottish tunes to accompany
them.

Suitable for teenagers 13 and up, adults can
continue experiencing the joy of SCD well
into later life. Come along and add SCD to
your life experience in 2026.

To find out more about Scottish Country
Dancing visit the club’s website www.
johnsonvillescd.org.nz/ or contact Robert
on 021 163 9649 or at johnsonvillescdc@
gmail.com, or Maureen on 027 447 2312.
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Walrarapa S eventful summer is here

Wairarapa’s summer calendar is heating
up with a lineup of diverse events
mix of events celebrating creativity,
heritage, food, wine and community.
The Martinborough Fair on 7 February
remains a highlight, filling the village
square with an outstanding showcase of
New Zealand-made crafts, fashion and
artisan goods.

On 8 February, the Greytown Heritage
Trust House and Garden Tour opens the
doors to some of the town’s most beautiful
private homes and gardens, offering a
rare insight into Greytown’s architectural

charm and carefully curated landscapes.

Wine lovers gather on 21 February for
the Wairarapa Wines Harvest Festival,
where local wineries, food producers
and live entertainment come together
for a relaxed celebration of the region’s
renowned flavours.

Community spirit takes centre stage
at Summer Hummer on 28 February in
Masterton’s Queen Elizabeth Park. This
affordable, family-friendly concert fea-
tures headline performances from Chaii
and Frankie Venter, alongside local talent,
with food trucks, picnic vibes and park

Private trail and accommodation at Tora

2025 sees the opening of a new private trail,
The Last Resort Walk to the Wairarapa’s
rugged east coast, between Tora and White
Rock and back.

Ben and Georgie Lutyens, owners of
Riversdale Station, a working cattle station
where The Last Resort Walk is based, have
along history in the Wairarapa, with Ben’s
family connection stretching back six
generations. The walk also has a bike and
horse trekking option, an addition to their
existing opportunities for groups to tailor
their visit.

The trail is 11km to The Last Resort ac-
commodation, comprising “The Roost” and
“The Old Place”, returning the following
day via a loop track. Visitors can add a
7-10km track heading down to the beach
and back, and stay for a second night.

Ben and Georgie wanted to create a
different kind of experience, “our land is

rustic and charming, and we wanted to
share that. The Walk is mostly through
bush. The 360-degree view from the top,
or the sunrise from your bedroom makes
this quite special” says Ben.

Perhaps the most unique aspect of The
Last Resort is that bookings are exclusive,
meaning visitors have the trail and accom-
modation all to themselves, ideal for family
get togethers or groups of friends. The Last
Resort is self-catered. Ben and Georgie
find visitors enjoy cooking together in the
fully equipped kitchen “it’s a homely way
to finish the day” says Ben.

“We like to make visitors feel at home, so
when we take their luggage and food up in
our Can-Am vehicles, we pop beverages in
the fridge, light the fire ifit’s chilly and turn
on the hot tub under the stars” says Georgie.

You can see more about The Last Resort
at www.lastresortwalk.co.nz

Plenty of fresh fruit flavour in Choice Fruits hampers

What could be nicer than a picnic over
summer indulging in fine food and wine
from Choice Fruit Products?

All products are available to purchase
individually, in a gift pack or in a hamper.

Explore the great outdoors, share this
exquisite hamper on a picnic or day out,
all combined with beautiful luxury soap
products to relax once you return.

Choice Fruit Products tailor their
boxes so that they can meet your
specific tastes. If you have a particular
product(s) you would like to see in your
hamper, just let them know, so they can
create the perfect gift for you.

They have built a loyal customer
clientel through good old-fashioned
business ethics, excellent customer
service and strong business relation-
ships.

Discover their range of chutneys,
pickles, infused olive oils, salts &
vinegar, herbs & spices plus yummy
fudge; all handmade with care and real

ingredients, with no nasties, in their
Greytown kitchen.
Whilst they are based in the

Wairarapa, their online store means
you can order from anywhere world-
wide, with flat-rate shipping (NZ-

wide delivery only) — great for
sending gifts from afar!
They support the local economy

by sourcing the best ingredients and
products direct from New Zealand
producers while every single one of
their products is hand-crafted by them.
Personal and corporate gifting with
that unique touch

111

Open 10am to 4pm daily
COBBLESTONES

museum

169 Main Street, Greytown T: 06 304 9687
www.cobblestonesmuseum.org.nz

activities creating an easygoing summer
atmosphere. Entry is $5.

March brings iconic events including
the Golden Shears World Shearing and
Woolhandling Championships from
4-7 March and the coastal thrill of
the Castlepoint Races on 21 March,
rounding out a season rich in Wair-
arapa character.

Find out more about these events and
the region at www.wairarapanz.com

Ph (06) 307 8885
lutbgriv@gmail.com

www.lastresortwalk.co.nz
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Feed 'em up
Friday n.

Watercress 'n’doughboy boilup.
Fry bread. 5.30pm onwards.

Karaoke
with Mike Kawana 7.30pm

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 9am
close between 9:30pm & 10:30pm.
Fri & Sat: 9am - 1:30am. Sun: 9am-8:30pm

Tel (06) 377 5033 | 22-24 Jackson Street
Masterton

jacksonstreetbar.co.nz

A

KURIPUNI

SPORTS BARGTAE

Wairarapa’s one true
sports bar!
« Sky TV and major pay-per-view events
« Full service and self service TAB
+ Garden bar - Restaurant - Pool and
Darts - Courtesy Vehicle - Gaming « Wifi
458 Queen St, Masterton
Tel (06) 377 0405

www.kuripuni.co.nz

BUTCHERY

Your Organic & Game Meat Specialists

* Wairarapa

¢ Game Meat@& Organic Meats

* Free-Range,

o Multi-Awar

lliser Ridge Lamb

Organic Chicken
e Free-RangefPork & Smallgoods
inning Sausages

BEEF FLAVOURED

¢ Gluten Freepausages & Bread
* Homekill Pcessing Options
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Local history - Karon

Gardens

By Felicity Wong

When Wellington was colonised
its one acre town sections were
accompanied by 100 acre country
sections in the outer surrounding
areas.

One of those original 100 acre
sections was section 36 in the
Karori District, an L shaped por-
tion of land between Donald and
Campbell Streets, now served by
Ellerton and Mansfield Ways.

It was taken up by John Yule of
Glasgow in 1839, who did not settle
there but sold it by auction in two
hectare lots at the end of 1841.

Lot 19 (which fronted Donald
Street) came to be owned by Robert
Donald.

He was a gardener from Insch,
Aberdeenshire, Scotland who had
arrived with his wife Jane in 1851.

The Donalds lived in a house
built by George Edwards, a teacher
who had surrounded it with holly
hedges.

“Robert Donald's Nursery and
Tea Garden” was established on the
five acre Donald Street lot and soon
became an important tree nursery.

He advertised regularly, and the
venture flourished.

In 1858 he purchased lot 18
(to the west) for 50 pounds, and
then lot 14 (north) in 1859 for 120
pounds.

Eleven and a halfacres came from
early Karori settler John Campbell.

Donald sold trees to visiting
“officials” from the Wellington
Botanical Gardens.

An 1871 invoice records a pur-
chase of conifer seedlings from

R Donald for sixpence each and
larches for 1/6.

The Donalds, and sons James and
Robert, also ran a tea garden, where
day trippers could wander around
the garden and enjoy refreshments
in the Donald’s homestead.

Entrances were from what are
now Ellerton and Masefield Ways.

The Cyclopaedia of New Zealand
(an early business directory) for
1898 contains a photo of Governor
George Grey planting a tree at the
gardens in 1868.

Following Donald's death in 1895,
Lucy Young, a widow, and William
Young, a nurseryman, leased the
whole property of 26.5 acres for
three years then purchased it for
1,650 pounds.

Young's Pleasure Gardens attract-
ed many visitors.

An advertisement for “Special
Show Day at the Karori Pleasure
Gardens on 18 November 1897”
advertised “tennis, boating etc
and refreshments” and offered
transport: “Young’s brakes will run
to the gardens leaving Fitzgerald
Cornerat 10, 12 and 2. Return fares
including admission 1/6, Sundays
2pm 2/-?

The gardens were popular for
staff picnics and church outings.

A plan of the gardens was made
by surveyor A W Seaton in 1900
and used for an auction of sections
along the Campbell Street frontage
of the gardens held in 1901.

Of the two entrances, the Donald
Road was the main one (Ellerton
Way).

A longer drive went through a
farm gate located near the right of

way entrance to (now) 83 and 85
Campbell Street.

Most of the walks on the north
side of the gardens were through
native bush, and one ran between
twin hedges which was popular
with amorous young folk.

On the Campbell Street side
was a 1.8 metre deep lake dug by
hand and two ponds, fed by the
stream coming off the hills beyond
(now Duthie Street and Messines
Road).

Between the driveway and the
lake, with its island, were tennis
and croquet courts and children’s
play areas.

Tea was served in the homestead,
a two storey house with a steep
gabled roof and a wide verandah.

There were four bedrooms up-
stairs and a large bay window
drawing room downstairs.

Waitresses wore ankle length
black dresses and starched white
frilled aprons.

A two roomed cottage was used
by the gardener, and a conserv-
atory on high ground to the east
of the homestead displayed exotic
plants.

Tea was also taken in a summer
house made of ponga with a frond
leafed roof.

In 1904 most of the gardens were
sold to John Fortesque Wright
Mills and his wife, Dr Daisy Platts,
a prominent Wellington medical
doctor.

By 1914 the grounds had dete-
riorated and the house was unoc-
cupied.

In 1928 the Karori Gardens Estate
Company subdivided and sold the

Wellington City Council has
discovered an error that caused
it to undercharge the household
and commercial sludge levy
in the quarterly rates invoices
sent on 1 August 2025 and 1
November 2025.

Households have been under-
charged between $3 and $100
each, with an average under-
charge of $40 per levy payer.

Commercial levy payers have
been undercharged between
$500 and $5,000, an average of
$1,200 per levy payer.

The Council is the only entity
that owes more than $5,000. It
has the highest undercharge of
$63,186 for its properties.

The total undercharged amount
is $3.436 million, which the
Council is legally required to col-
lect and pass on to the financial

Sludge levy undercharge error

entity set up to fund Welling-
ton City Council's (WCC) new
Sludge Minimisation Facility,
Sludge Finance LP.

As such, the Council cannot
selectively waive or absorb levy
charges.

Instead, levy payers will see
the undercharge added to the
two remaining rates invoices
to be sent on 1 February and 1
May 2026.

Most of the adjustment (three
quarters of the adjustment) will
be included in the February in-
voice, with the remainder applied
in the final instalment on 1 May.

The correction does not mean
levy payers will pay more than
they should. It simply brings
everyone to the correct annual
levy that applies to their property.

Andrea Reeves, the Council’s

Chief Strategy and Finance Of-
ficer, says: “We want to sincerely
apologise for this error.

“It was discovered during a
quarterly reporting review, and
Council took immediate action
to review how the error occurred.

“To prevent this happening
again, stronger internal controls
have been put in place, including
additional review steps.

“We want to reassure Welling-
tonians that their February rates
notice will include personalised
information about the under-
charge on their account, and
no penalties or interest will be
applied for the undercharged
sludge levy.”

The Council announced the
error on 17 December, after the
deadline for the last 2025 issue of
the “Independent Herald”.

~

Beauchamp Street 1904. Photo: karorihistory.org.nz.

Karori main road 1895. Photo: karorihistory.org.nz.

land.

William Lavelle purchased the
property known as "Holly Hedges
"in 1934 and preserved the original
holly hedges.

The remainder of the land was
sold to town planner Reginald
Hammond who drained the lake
and fish ponds, demolished the

homestead and further subdivided.
In 1975 Cathie Dunning, previous
owner of a half hectare remnant
at 10 Mansfield Way, had its rare
and significant trees protected as
a historic area and place of natural
beauty. Last year that legal protec-
tion was quietly removed under the
Wellington District Plan Review.

NEWS

NEWS TIPS

Send your tips to
herald@wsn.co.nz

Waitangi day
theatre coming here

By Frank Neill

The theatre roadshow “He
Maori?” is touring three Welling-
ton venues, including the Khandal-
lah Town Hall, on Waitangi Day,
Friday 6 February.

It will run from 1:30pm to 3pm at
the Khandallah Town Hall.

The show will also play at the
Tawa Community Centre from
10am to 11:30am and at the Hannah
Playhouse from 4pm to 5:30pm.

“He Maori™” has the tagline “Te
Tiriti and Me”.

It asks the question “is 1/16th
enough?”

Performed by Thaka Martyn
(Ngati TOwharetoa, Te Arawa),
the show promises to have people
laughing and crying as he weaves

elements of stand-up comedy,
waiata and physical performance to
explore the confusion, comedy and
celebration of reclaiming his Maor-
itanga from a Pakeha upbringing.

It is a 60 minute journey from
total confusion to partial under-
standing. “He aha? He Maori? Is
he? Maybe — it depends.”

“He Maori?” is presented in part-
nership with Taki Rua Productions,
and is suitable for all ages.

There will be a question and
answer session after each perfor-
mance.

Performances are free, but book-
ings are required.

People can book for the show
at www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/
he-maori-te-tiriti-and-me-theatre-
roadshow/wellington.
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Frances Hodgkins: British
modernist work on show

in Waikanae

An exhibition, two
years in the making |
at Kapiti’s Toi |
MAHARA gallery, |
positions expatriate
Frances Hodgkins
with artists who, as
fellow members of
the prestigious Seven
and Five Society,
pioneered British
modernism.

The Seven and Five
Society included artists
such as Henry Moore,
Barbara Hepworth
and Ben Nicholson.
Hodgkins became a
member in 1929.

At the age of 60
in 1929, Frances
Hodgkins was
considerably older than these young artists,
but she was amongst her peers and received
from them understanding and respect for
her work, as well as friendship and support.

As well as paintings from its own Field
Collection, Toi MAHARA has drawn
works from private collections, the Museum
of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa, Nga
Puhipuhi o Te Herenga Waka—Victoria
University of Wellington Art Collection
and the Parliamentary Collection.

The Seven and Five Society artists
featured in the exhibition along with
Hodgkins are Cedric Morris, Christopher
Wood, John Piper, Ivon Hitchens, David
Jones, Claude Flight and Len Lye.

“In the 1920s these artists were creating
work more closely aligned with art being

Cut Melons, circa 1931, England, by Frances Hodgkins.
Purchased 1980 with Special Projects in the Arts funds. Te Papa (1980-0063-2)

produced in Paris by Pablo Picasso and
Henri Matisse than with British traditions,”
says curator Vicki Robson.

Most of the 24 Hodgkins works in the
Field Collection are from early in Hodgkins’
career. But there are five from the early 1920s,
the decade during which she developed her
mature modernist style. “We wanted to
showcase the beginning of a radical period
in Hodgkins’ career and her place within the
wider context of British modernism.”

Frances Hodgkins was born in Dunedin in
1869. She left for Europe in 1901 to pursue
her career as an artist and remained there
for the rest of her life, apart from two brief
returns to New Zealand in 1903—05 and
1912—13. She is regarded as New Zealand’s
most celebrated expatriate artist.

A feast of good music

The Waikanae
Music Society’s
2026 season boasts
a line-up of many
of New Zealand’s
finest musicians,
presenting exciting
and enterprising
programmes in a
variety of different
ensembles. All
concerts are Sunday
afternoon at 2.30pm in the Waikanae
Memorial Hall.

The newly-formed Korimako Piano Trio
(Helene Pohl, Rolf Gjelsten and Michael
Endres) open the season on March 8, followed
by the popular Amici Ensemble in April and
Michael Houstoun in May.

There will be two duo recitals — James Jin
and Xing Wang (violin/piano) in June, and
Andrew Joyce with Jian Liu (cello/piano)
in September. The Elouan Quartet with
Bridget Douglas (flute) will play in July and
the Aroha String Quartet in August. To end
the season in October with a bit of fun will
be Triple Harmony — featuring three pianists
on one piano!

The society is offering a special price for

i Y
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Michael Houstoun

in Waikanae

a season ticket which gives admission to all
eight concerts for $250. For more information
visit www.waikanaemusic.org.nz or phone
04905 6070.

- ]

__9 6 Warkanaemusic
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CONCERTS 2026

Season of 8 brilliant concerts —
March to October

 Korimako Trio * Amici Ensemble
» Michael Houstoun  + Jin/Wang Duo
* Elouan Quartet * Aroha Quartet
« Joyce/Liu Duo « Triple Harmony

Sunday afternoons in the
Waikanae Memorial Hall

SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE

ror $250

Ph 04 905 6070
www.waikanaemusic.org.nz
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Dinner andwmusic at Finn’s Paekakariki!

Every month Finn’s have their monthly
live music gig so it’s a great chance to have
a good time.

Finn’s is a popular hub at Paekakariki
and only a few minutes’ walk from
the railway station and right on State
Highway 59 which means it is very
easy for visitors to get to by train from
Wellington, or by car, making it the ideal

! Try the Trams A
these holidays!

Step Back in Time

Open between Boxing Day and
Wellington Anniversary
Weekend 11am—4pm
Wellington Tramway Museum

Queen Elizabeth Park
Kapiti Coast.

. y

getaway destination for that weekend
away from the pressures of city life and
work. It is a boutique hotel of superior
studio units with spa baths, king-size
beds, microwave, tea and coffee-making
facilities so why not book a room for
Labour Weekend or the holidays?

Don’t forget to check out the nearby
Packakariki Station Museum!

* Restaurant
*Craft Beers
e Accommodation
Live Music 4-6pm

next session Sunday 25 January

Right next fo Poekakankl Station!

2 Beach Road, Paekakariki
Phone: 04 292 8081
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 10AM-9PM

Frances Hodgkins, Painting class on the beach, 1920

Exhibition on now

Further revelation:
and British modernism 1920-1935

Frances Hodgkins

toimahara.nz | @toi_mahara

Kapiti Coast District Gallery
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GARDENING THIS WEEIL PLANT DISEASES: TURNING BACK THE CLOCK FOR YOUR HEALTH

Firstly lets go back to the 50’s and
60’s in New Zealand where most of
our vegetables were grown locally
by Chinese Market Gardeners, on
blocks of land near rivers that were
rich in river silt from past flooding.

The annual flooding of the Nile in
Egypt in times gone by, when the
biggest flood from rains in Africa,
allowed for the biggest crops as
more land area was naturally
fertilised.

As our rivers dont flood every
year to replenish the land with
fresh silt then another means of
enriching the soil is needed.

Back then NZ was an extensive
farming country with cattle and
sheep meat supplying the UK
tables; Freezing Works provided
the killing and freezing of meat
for export and local consumption.

The slaughter of hundreds of
animals daily meant bi-products of
which Blood & Bone was one of.

Blood was dried and bones were
powdered and the two mixed
together and placed into ton bags
as a inexpensive fertiliser for
gardeners and the Chineses Market
Gardeners.

Locally in Manawatu a company
called Hodder & Tolley would
buy these ton bags from the local
Freezing Works and arrange for a
sale day and all the Chinese Market
Gardeners in the area would attend.

They purchased the Real Blood

Are you paying
D0 much?

BUY DIRECT & SAVE
GLOVER MEMORIALS

& Bone to fertilise their Market
Gardens.

The wives of the Chinese Market
gardeners would accompany their
husbands as they had the job of
selecting which ton bags they
would purchase.

This was done by the wives with
a taste test where they wet a finger
put it into a ton bag and with Real
Blood & Bone on their finger they
would taste it and say yes or no.

(Dont ask me how they decided,;
but I know thats what happened as
my elder brother told me as he was
involved in the sales)

So the Real Blood & Bone back
then contained all the elements
needed for growing great healthy
vegetables, Nitrogen, phosphate
and trace elements such as sulphur.

But no potash which is not re-
quired to grow cabbages etc only
needed to grow fruit.

Thus growing say tomatoes
they would have to add potash to
the Real Blood & Bone for the
flowering, fruiting cycle.

For those living back then will
possibly recall that when you
cooked a cabbage it would stink the
house out! Reason was the sulphur
content in the cabbage from the
Real Blood & Bone it grew with.

Now our bodies need a small
daily amount of sulphur for our
continued good health as it aids
blood circulation, detoxifies, main-

* EXPERTS

Headstones

tains good eye sight, prevents
arthritis, boosts metabolism and
greatly reduces aging problems.

Back then in the 50’s & 60’s we
got our bodies sulphur require-
ments through naturally grown
produce that was high in nutritional
value and chemical free.

(Science has told us we have lost
80% of the nutrition that we had
back then) Now days some people
take MSM as a sulphur supplement
daily to compensate for the lack of
sulphur in our food chain.

We growing up in the 50’s and
60’s were lucky to be so healthy,
slim and active with much of the
reason being our great food chain,
grown with Real Blood & Bone.

Now you the reader will have
picked up on my saying Real Blood
& Bone instead of saying Blood
and Bone? Well it is because most
of the blood & bone sold today for
gardening is only a shabby version
of what Real Blood & Bone is.

I have heard that it is diluted with
chalk dust making it a pale colour
when compared to Real Blood &
Bone which is much darker in col-
our and has minute flakes of bone.

I came to realise this years ago
when the blood & bone I purchased
had lost its rich dark colour,

I am not saying it is not good for
the garden and plants just that it is
no where as good as it used to be
when it was real and undiluted.

Second Inscription from $950.00

New Plaques from $1300.00
New Headstones from $2200.00
Permit, Lettering, Artwork, Installation and GST all Included

7 Hartham PI Sth, Porirua,

To prove my point I purchased a
bag of blood & bone from my local
Mitre 10 and compared it with a
photo along side what I now call
Wallys Real Blood & Bone.

See https://0800466464.co.nz/
wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Real-
Blood-Bone.png

In the picture the top pile is blood
& bone that is commonly sold to
gardeners, the bottom pile is Wallys
Real Blood & Bone. What a differ-
ence; | was also really surprised
with the comparison.

Likely the old Chinese Wives
of long ago would have tasted the
difference?

I have found a supplier of Real
Blood & Bone; organised my
Safety Data Sheet and labels and
my ton bag arrived this week so

Advertising

now we can all benefit health wise
like we did back 70 to 80 years ago
by using this natural plant fertiliser
in your gardens.

Best used for growing vegetables
but other preferred plants will
benefit greatly also.

If sowing seeds where they are
going to grow sprinkle Wallys
Real Blood & Bone (WRBB)
along with the seeds the spray with
Wally Magic Botanic Liquid before
covering with soil or compost.

Wallys Real Blood & Bone must
be covered or mixed in with soil/
compost as it is the microbes that
aid the conversion to food that the
plant’s roots can take up.

WRBB if not covered will bake
in the sun and take longer to benefit
your plants.

Contact our locals for the
knowledge they provide

Your Ad Here.

Ph: 237-8891
Also at 9A Seaview Rd,
Lower Hutt

Contact the today.
Les Whiteside E les@wsn.co.nz

www.glovermemorials.co.nz

| Headstone specialists since 1911
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n aerialifteslow Rod slip wrks. Phot: Wellington City Council. S
u
Onslow Road slip
u u
being repaired

By Frank Neill

Work is currently under way on remedi-
ating the slip that took place opposite 81
Onslow Road.

The work includes both slope stablising
works and a mixed anchored shotcrete and
steel mesh retaining wall.

This work, Wellington City Council
says “will ensure that Onslow Road is
safer and more resilient to road users and
pedestrians.”

The Council has contracted Retaining
and Civil Construction Ltd to complete the
retaining wall work.

Work began on the project on 12 January
and is scheduled to finish next month.

Traffic management is in place.

Newlands foodbank
reopens

The Newlands Community House Food-
bank reopened for food parcels yesterday,
21 January.

The Friday food parcels will be available
for pick up at 11am.

From 26 January food parcels will be
available on Mondays at 4pm, Wednes-

LOCAL TRADES
TRUST A LOCAL

Try the Independent Herald
- we get results!

days at 1pm and Fridays at 4pm.

The foodbank is low on the follow-
ing items: coffee, sugar, noodles and
pasta.

People can drop off food for the foodbak
either at the centre or in the foodbank bin
at Newlands New World.

»

CRAFTSMAN
PLUMBER

Certified Plumber and Drainlayer
Graham Plumbing & Drainage Ltd

CARPET & VINYL

SALE:"

For A No Obligation FREE
MEASURE & QUOTE

7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington
Ph: (04) 388 7969
E: dmcarpets@gmail.com

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and
Spouting. Blocked drains. Burst pipes.
Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.
Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409
Email: jokagraham3@gmail.com

Onslow Road will have one lane closed
in the area and traffic will be controlled by
traffic lights for the duration of the project
and there will be a reduced speed limit.

The road will remain open for resident
access to properties, including vehicles,
cyclists and pedestrians at all times.

In the event of unsuitable weather or unfore-
seen circumstances the work may be delayed.

The Council is asking residents to stay back
from the work site, follow the directions of
workers, warn children about the potential
dangers and keep their pets away from the
work site.

It is also warning people to take extra care
when walking in the area so they can avoid
potential trip hazards, particularly when it

44236

ADVERTISING

Book yours with
BRENDA
today on 021 640 152

PAINTER

Grahams Painters

Exterior / Interior
Experienced tradesmen and large team

Summer is here!!!

Now is the time to get your

Plant sale at
House

A plant sale will be held at the Begonia
House from 4pm to 6:30pm on Tuesday 3
February.

The plant sale is a fundraiser, which has
been organised by the Friends of the Wel-
lington Botanic Garden.

All the proceeds from the sale will go
towards the upgrades of the Begonia House.

“We’ve kept the plants we need for propa-
gation, but we have many healthy plants left
over that we can’t fit into our nursery,” the
Friends of the Wellington Botanic Garden
say.

“That’s where you come in.

“Take home one of our plants and help the

is dark. House Exterior painted
! Available for in ter._lor work ‘l"oa orema | | at
. - ~Pensioner Discounts ~
B e O n I a Email: gmhams?air_ytersnz@gmail-,com brenda@wsn.co.nz
www.grahamspainters.nz

Ph (04) 564 9202 or 021 183 9492

Friends fundraise to go beyond the basics
with amazing new features like exterior
landscaping and internal fixtures for the
renewed Begonia House.

“These plants are from the display end and
thrive in indoor conditions (they are coming
from a glasshouse after all). They should do
just fine in your house.

“Have too many house plants? Wrong.
You can definitely fit just one more. It’s for
charity after all.

“We’ll have some available for loose
change and others for a minimum donation
that won’t break the bank. Payment by cash
or bank transfer only (no EFTPOS).”

Connect with
our readers
every week

Héfald

Contact Brenda 021 640 152
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CLASSIFIEDS

THURSDAY

The Community Noticeboard is for
non-profit organisations. For $15.00
you can publish up to 25 words.

No AGMS, sporting notices or special
meetings. Community Notices must
be pre-paid.

phone (04) 587 1660 or

email classifieds@wsn.co.nz

NEWS TIPS

Send your tips to herald@wsn.co.nz

Funeral Directors

Guardian

Funeral Home

Comprehensive professional
funeral services

Johnsonville 477 4025 | Tawa 232 1588 n

We are all different
in life, our funerals
should reflect this.

Newtown
375 Adelaide Road

389 6069

Larissa Dunnett

Wilson
<

FUNERAL HOME

Karori
142 Karori Road
(by appointment only)

476 5292

www.wilsonfunerals.co.nz [

The Easter Island heads have bodies. In the

2010s, archaeologists found that two of the
Pacific Island figures actually had torsos that
measured as high as 33 feet.

LGl Police seeking man

involved in Churton
Park assaults

By Frank Neill

The Police are appealing to the public
for information that can lead to the
arrest of a man suspected of being
involved in a serious assault in Churton
Park.

Seven people were seriously assaulted
at the Churton Park premises on Satur-
day 13 December.

“Initial enquiries established the
alleged offenders attended the Mobil
Gas Station in Johnsonville around 20
minutes prior to the incident, which
provided Police with CCTV footage
of the offenders,” Detective Senior
Sergeant Tim Leitch says.

That footage and information provided
by the public has resulted in Police tak-
ing three offenders into custody.

“Police would like to thank the com-
munity for their excellent assistance
that resulted in these arrests and would
like their help once again to help locate
the fourth offender,” Detective Senior
Sergeant Leitch says.

“The unlocated suspect was said to
be wearing a grey hoodie, beige / grey

shorts, and black sneakers on the night,
not captured in the [CCTV] images.

“His violent offending is most likely
known to the people around him, and
we appeal for those that know him to
contact Police with his name.

“If you know who this is, please get in
touch with us online at 105.police.govt.
nz, clicking ‘Update Report’, using the
reference number 251217/8772.

“Information can also be provided
anonymously through Crime Stoppers
online or through 0800 555 111.”

Following the assaults an 18-year-old
man has been charged with multiple
counts including wounding with intent
to cause grievous bodily harm, assault
with intent to injure and common
assault.

He is due to appear in Wellington
District Court on 29 January.

A 21-year-old man was due to appear
in the Wellington District Court today,
22 January, and a 17-year-old man will
appear in the Wellington Youth Court
on 27 January.

They jointly face wounding, assault
to injure and common assault charges.

Trades & Services

Crahams
Paintars

Get your
House Exterior
and Interior
painted!
Experienced tradesmen
and large team
~Pensioner Discounts ~

E: grahamspaintersnz
@gmail.com
W: www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph: (04) 564 9202
021183 9492
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ACROSS

1. Sir Ed Hillarys’ previous
occupation (9)

6. Small dog breed (9)

11. Bog (5)

12. Convert into money (7)

13. Gazelle (5)

14. Behave cruelly towards (3-5)

17. Dogged (10)

18. Japanese outcast (3)
20. African plant (4)

22. Style of cooking (7)
24. Cuban cigar (6)

26. Unit of electric current (3)

28. Common (5)
29. Knee-cap (7)

32. Dwell on with smugness (5)
33. Pairs of performers (3)

34. Diocese (3)

35. High mountain pass (3)
36. Stunted person (5)
37.Come in again (2-5)
38. Tests (5)

39. Finish (3)

41. Vigorous (6)

42. Fortress commander (7)

44. Spanish dance (4)
47. Expert (3)

49. Gas mask (10)

51. Male singing voice (8)

Héral

Our community.
Our stories.

55. U.S. novelist; Mark... (5)
56. Italian town (7)

57. Evergreen shrub (5)

58. Dwelling (9)

59. Private conversation (9)

DOWN

1. Baby (7)

2. Register (5)

3. Urge (6)

4. Eskimo jacket (5)

5. 20 quires of paper (4)

6. Out-door movie theatre (5-2)

7. Wrinkle (6)

8. U.S. NAtional Anthem
e s Banner (4-8)

9. Combine (5)

10. Triflers in art (11)

15. Hyson (3)

16. Apiece (4)

19. African bloodsucker;

... fly (6)

21. Garden plant (7)

23. Referee (6)

25. Pear-shaped fruit (7)

26. Outdated (3-9)

27.Holy (6)

28. Insurer (11)

30. Even(poetic) (3)

31. Deadly (6)

__[clRloSswolR0}PUzzle

40. Close (4)

43. Brief inspection(inf) (4-3)
44. Hard black mineral (3)
45. Medium (7)

46. Bird of prey (6)

48. Picture theatre (6)

50. Celestial bodies (5)

52. Overhead (5)

53. Of sheep (5)

54. Light fog (4)
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By Frank Neill

Onslow’s premier Cricketers con-
tinued their winning ways with a
victory over Taita in the Wellington
division one competition on 17
January.

Batting first on Endeavour Park,
Taita was all out for 138.

Onslow overtook that total, losing
eight wickets on their way to 139.

Things looked anything but prom-
ising early in Onslow’s innings, with
the loss of five early wickets.

Their first wicket fell when they had
only three runs on the board.

Five runs later, they lost their
second wicket and the third wicket
fell with just 14 runs scored.

Just six runs later they lost their
fourth wicket, and Onslow had
scored only 30 runs when the fifth
wicket fell, giving them a steep hill
to climb.

Micah Conroy then anchored the
innings, scoring 39 runs, notching
up his 3,000th run for the premiers.

Later in the innings the Captain,
Sam French helped them to victory
when he scored 40 not out.

Ryan Tsourgas also batted very
well, notching up 33 runs.

As well as starring with the bat,
Micah also bowled outstandingly,
taking four wickets at a cost of only
29 runs in his 10 overs.

Elliot Seddon also bowled very
well, taking three wickets for 22 runs

from his nine overs.

Yash Vagadia took one wicket for
22 runs and Matthew Scoble took one
wicket for 30 runs.

The next match had not been
confirmed when the “Independent
Herald” went to print.

The Karori premiers did not have
such a good day on 17 January
when they were defeated by Petone
Riverside in their division one match.

Batting first on Fraser Park, Petone
Riverside reached 267 for the loss of
nine wickets in their 50 overs.

They then bowled Karori out for
186.

Aniruth TP was the best of the
Karori bowlers, taking three wickets
for 68.

Shivang Choudhary took two
wickets for 50 and Oscar Wilson took
two wickets for 51.

Yashraj Kalsi took one wicket for
38 and Wilkie Proudfoot took one
wicket for 51.

Karori’s Captain, Kevin Weerasun-
dara, batted outstandingly, scoring 72
runs from the 74 deliveries he faced.

Shivang followed up his good
bowling by scoring 38 with the
bat.

The Johnsonville premiers scored a
comfortable victory over Wellington
Collegians Cricket Express in their
division two match on 17 January.

Batting first on Miramar Park, the
Wellington Collegians reached 276
for the loss of four wickets in their

SPORT

Onslow Cricketers win again

50 overs.

Johnsonville took just 34 overs and
five balls to reach the winning score,
ending with 277 for the loss of only
two wickets.

Three Johnsonville bowlers each
took a wicket.

Ben Stephen made a major con-
tribution to Johnsonville’s victory,
scoring a century and going on to
make 137 not out from just 124
deliveries.

Will Martin notched up a half
century before he was out for 51,
scored off only 26 balls, and Lewis
Jeftreys scored 46.

Connor Lusty took one for 39,
Maximus Petrie one for 54 and Ben
Stephen one for 62.

Johnsonville’s next match is against
Wainuiomata at Bryan Heath Park
on 24 January, starting at 10:30am.

The Johnsonville premier women’s
team played two matches on 17
January, losing both.

They lost to Petone Riverside and
then to North City.

Petone Riverside scored 114 for the
loss of six wickets in their 20 overs
and then restricted Johnsonville to
95 for nine.

Batting first against North City,
Johnsonville reached 95 for eight.
North City lost just one wicket in
reaching the winning score of 96.

Johnsonville’s next match is against
Collegians at Alex Moore Park on 24
January, starting at 9am.

T .

Micah Conroy, who starred with both the bat and the ball in On-
slow’s victory over Taita on 12 January. Photo: Supplied.

Alexander Kutts, wearing his gold medals, with top New Zealand sprinter Tiaan Whelpton (on the right). Photo: Supplied.

Three golds for Newlands athlete

Newlands athlete Alexander Kutts
won three gold medals at the recent
Special Olympics New Zealand
National Summer Games, held
in Christchurch from 10 to 14
December.

He won both his sprint events,
finishing first in the final of the 100
metres with a time of 12.52 seconds

and clocking 25.75 seconds in
winning the final of the 200 metres.

Alexander’s third gold medal
came in the long jump, with a
winning leap of 4 metres 79 cen-
timetres.

His victories augur well for a
future competing at the higher level
Special Olympic and Paralympic

events in the future.

Alexander is a member of the
Kiwi Athletic Club and is coached
by Andrew Mutsuoka-Weber.

Andrew began coaching Alexan-
der three seasons ago and although
he has now moved to Australia, he
continues the coaching through
phone calls and emails.

Hérald

Brenda on 021 640 152 or email brenda@wsn.co.nz
Steve on 027 765 8303 or email steve@wsn.co.nz

www.independentherald.co.nz
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