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President’s Message                                Mary Beth Rogers    

I find myself contemplating both how things have changed in our world and how they remain the 
same.  Battles the Society has fought in the past have surfaced again.  The Centers for Disease Control 
has not lifted importation bans for our Countries of Origin as the risk of rabies, retail rescue, climate 
change, and politics continue to impact directly the homelands of our Salukis.  The CDC ban now only 
affects those who follow the rules, those that do not will always find a way around. 

On the positive side, and it is a BIG positive, the AKC PAL program for SPDBS Salukis has been 
successful.  This allows our imports, Gen 1, and Gen 2 Salukis to be able to compete in all AKC 
Performance events.  The 2023 AKC Top Dogs Bowen System Lure Coursing list has a Gen 0 Saluki at 
Number 1! We also have an AKC Champion Gen 3 Saluki in third place. Three more Salukis from our 
roles are also in the top 25. Go run your Salukis!!! 

Critiques are now caught up and we are publishing our annual CRN report in the SCOA Newsletter as 
well as our Society News. We have had two litters born, one is a Gen 2 litter with Israeli roots and one 
is a Gen 1 Persian litter. 

Our Salukis have had some major successes this past year. The 2022 Grand Course Winner was *Kullah 
of Urfa, imported from Turkey, owned by Kathleen Tigan; and at this year’s 2023 Grand Course we 
again had an import, this time from Iran, *Trevor Sirius!  Trevor also finished the year as the #1 AKC 
Lure Coursing Saluki. Kudos to Kirby Overcash and Trevor!   

I want to thank our recently retired Secretary Lauri Domski for all of her help and support over these 
last years.  Lauri never failed to step up even when the going got a bit tough.  We are lucky to still have 
her on our Board.   

If you want to help in any way, please do not hesitate to contact the Secretary.  No action is too small. 

Secretary ’s Report                       

 

 

On June 24, 2023, a motion was made by Elizabeth Dawsari and seconded by Kathleen  Tigan  to accept 
the proposal put forward by Mary-Wynn Rogers to move the SPDBS website from its current platform 
(Word Press) to a new platform (SquareSpace) and proceed with site renovations as proposed. The 
motion was accepted unanimously by the Board. 

On January 2, 2024, a motion was made by Mary Beth Rogers and seconded by Daniela Imre to accept 
the resignation of Lauri Domski as SPDBS Secretary. The motion was approved unanimously with 
regret.  

On January 5, 2024, a motion to seat Kathleen Tigan as Secretary of SPDBS was made by Mary Beth 
Rogers, seconded by Daniela Imre and passed unanimously by the Board of Directors. 

On January 8, 2024, a motion to seat Lauri Domski to the Board of Directors was made by Mary Beth 
Rogers, seconded by Kathleen Tigan and carried unanimously by the SPDBS Board of Directors. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Lauri Domski, SPDBS Secretary 
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Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 

For the Period Ending December 31, 2023 

   Board of Directors 

As there were no Nominations from the Floor, the Nominating Committee Slate is seated per our By-Laws.    

The Society Board of Directors and Officers are as follows: 

SPDBS Board of Directors 

President/Registrar -  Mary Beth Rogers                                                                                                             

president@desertbred.org/spdbs.registrar@gmail.com 

Vice–President - Elizabeth Dawsari                                                                                                            

Treasurer - Ken Stahli                                                                                                                                                                      

treasurer@desertbred.org                                                                                                                                                                

Secretary - Kathleen Tigan secretary@desertbred.org     

Oksana Belova                                               

Marsha Bradbury                                     
Sir Terence Clark                                 

Paul Domski                                                                                   

Lauri Domski                                    

Daniela Imre                                              

Sue Nelson                                                
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New Imports 

Ordibehesht Melik Delnavaz Ravan Bacht 

Import from Germany, Generation 2 

Bred by Heike Bräuer 

Owned by Mary Beth Rogers 

Whelped March 23, 2023, Bitch, Feathered 

Qashani Fustaq Saudi 

Import Finland, Generation 2 

Bred by Micaela Lehtonen 

Owned by Megan Robertson and      

Mike Freeman 

Whelped July 27, 2023, Dog, Smooth 

Ostovar Melik Delnavaz Ravan Bacht 

Import from Germany, Generation 2 

Bred by Heike Bräuer 

Owned by Mary Beth Rogers 

Whelped March 23, 2023, Dog, Feathered 

Qashani Fillah Saudiyya 

Import Finland, Generation 2 

Bred by Micaela Lehtonen 

Owned by Daniela Imre 

Whelped July 27, 2023, Bitch, Smooth 
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CRN 0842-023-3—CRN 0873-023-0 

Melik Qerqi-Abi 

Bitch. CRN 0858-022-1 

Grey/Irish Marked,Feathered 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA, DNA V10085845 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owners: Lauri and Paul Domski/Mary Beth Rogers 

Melik Qashang 

Bitch. CRN 0860-022-1 

Black, Irish Marked, Feathered 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA, DNA V10015971 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owner: Mirko Albertazzi 

Fossil Creek Raphael 

Dog. CRN 0842-023-3 

Cream, Feathered 

August 31, 2019 

Whelped in Bogota, TX, DNA 10123755 

Breeder: Michael Berry 

By Ikov Ha’Din et Ha’Har 925 Ruah Midbar 

CRN 0777-016-2  x  

El Riyah Zain Safiya  

AKC HP43426701  

Owner: Chad Reynolds 
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CRN 0807-017-1—CRN 0873-023-0 

Melik Compelling Qasideh 

Bitch. CRN 0861-022-1 

Red Brindle/ Irish Marked,Feathered 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA, DNA V10035588 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owner: Marissa Jo Wagenaar and Mary Beth Rogers 

Melik Qalandar 

Dog. CRN 0863-022-1 

Grey, Irish marked, Feathered 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA  DNA V10035591 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owner: Paul Domski 

Melik Niqaba Qiyamat 

Dog. CRN 0864-022-1 

Cream Brindle, Smooth 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA DNA V 10035590 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owners: Lori Roberts and Mary Beth Rogers 
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CRN 0842-023-3—CRN 0873-023-0 

*Trevor of Iran at Sirius 

Dog. CRN 0867-022-0 

Black and Tan, Feathered 

May 06, 2019 

Whelped in Iran, DNA V10077769 

Breeder: Unknown 

By Unknown x Unknown 

Owner: Kirby Overcash 

Miraj Little Sunshine Neshama Tova 

Bitch. CRN 0870-023-1/ ISAP APX 504971 

Silver Grizzle, Smooth 

November 27, 2021, DNA V10084506 

Whelped in Israel, DNA V10084506 

Breeder: Keren Mintz 

By Habibi Me Exal Shel NT 

ISAP APX 504931 x  

Asina Bint Amna Wa Jawi 

ISAP APX 504781 

Owners: Amalia,Brittany, Ehud Gat 

Melik Qahreman 

Dog. CRN 0865-022-1 

Black and Grey, Irish Marked, Smooth 

February 24, 2022 

Whelped in Milford, VA, DNA V10035595 

Breeder: Paul Perez and Mary Beth Rogers 

By Melik Nadin Jenn  

CRN 0773-015-2 x  

*Tayre of Urfa  

CRN 0813-018-0 

Owner: Charlotte and Chris Wrather 



 

                                                                                 Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis  11 

CRN 0807-017-1—CRN 0873-023-0 

*Change My Mind Jonny Neshama Tova 

Dog. CRN 0871-023-2/ ISAP APX 504946 

Fawn Grizzle, Smooth 

March 06, 2021 

Whelped in Israel, DNA V10120847 

Breeder: Keren Mintz 

By Saham Ashachra ibn Shahin  

ISAP APX 504862 x  

Buba Shel Neshama Tova 

ISAP APX 504640 

Owner: Margarat Nee 

*Savach 

Dog. CRN 0872-023-0/IRAPP 00003320 

Black/White markings, Feathered 

January 1, 2020 

Whelped in Iran, DNA V10123735 

Breeder: Unknown 

By Unknown x Unknown 

Owner: Ryan Scoggins 

*Balan 

Bitch. CRN 0873-023-0/ IRAPP 00003321 

Black and Tan, Feathered 

January 1, 2020 

Whelped in Iran, DNA V10123736 

Breeder: Unknown 

By *Unknown x Unknown 

Owner: Chad Reynolds 

 

 ©Gretchen Otero 
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New Litters 
*With You Forever Phantom Neshama Tova                                                                               

HP49087802                                                                               

        X                        

*Miraj Little Sunshine Neshama Tova                                   

CRN 0870-023-1 

Whelped December 17, 2023 

          4 females, 3 males 

Sahar and Ehud Gat                                                                      

Whelped in Grass Valley, Califor-

nia 

*Kuhi of Iran  CRN 0866-022-0 

X                                                                               

Rataki Xyla  FCh, CC, CM    CRN 0803-017-1 

                                                     

   Whelped  February 20, 2024 

    4 Females, 4 Males 

                     

Lorraine Trenholm and Mary Beth Rogers a                                    

    Whelped in  Ignacio, Colorado 
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Current Events 

The Society lost one of our Saluki people in 2023.  Julia 
Holder had a long life with Salukis acquiring her first 
in 1977.  She was a past President of the Society and was 
very active in various working organizations.   

A judge in NOFCA, Julia had the honor of judging the 
Grand Course as well as breeding over a dozen 
coursing champions. She was invited to judge a 
coursing meet in England prior to the hunting bans 
and also served as a judge in The Coursing 
Conservancy while it was active. 

A great supporter and friend of the Society, Julia will be 
missed.  

  

 

This past SCOA National, four SCOA members used social media to attack one of our member’s Salukis as they 
decided this young, smooth, Saluki had improper ears.  A document was also circulated throughout out the 
SCOA membership using images lifted off the Saluki owner’s Facebook page without their knowledge or 
permission asking the SCOA Board to examine our critique process. 

Over the course of the summer our Board answered all questions from the SCOA Board and concluded with a 
Zoom meeting. Throughout this process both Boards worked together and no issues were found. We agreed 
that we would publish our annual CRN report in the winter SCOA Newsletter and this has occurred.   

I need to state clearly that the SPDBS process is not easy. AKC Breeders are required to do no more than send 
in a form for registration. Our registration process is much more involved, both in time as well as 
expense.  SPDBS has required DNA through AKC since 2009. These Salukis are also microchipped. Most of our 
pedigrees now can be fully parentage verified however, we do occasionally still have breedings with Salukis in 
the first generations who were whelped prior to the 2009 DNA requirement. We were issuing Export pedigrees 
before AKC started its Export pedigree program. The Society voted in 1997 to require Salukis entering our 
Studbook to have Saluki registration in their birth county if that country had a reciprocal FCI Registry and 
proof of origin has always been required. We do not register Salukis imported through rescue organizations. 

In short, all the concerns brought to us had long ago been addressed. We take our responsibility to our AKC 
Parent Club very seriously. The Society has kept up with technology advances and the changing landscape of 
the FCI as it moves into the homelands of all of our Salukis. 

I am deeply grateful to all of you who treasure this magical, vibrant, beautiful ancient hunter as I do. Without 
the support of SCOA and AKC Judges we would not be able to endeavor to perpetuate the indigenous Saluki. 
Our Salukis succeed in every venue if given the chance and they succeed at the highest levels.  Perhaps those 
who fail to understand who we are should take the time to learn the beautiful history of this perfect hunter. 

As you admire the images we have of the Salukis from 100 years ago, remember, he IS still here as he was then. 

Julia Holder 
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Ron Wolfe lived in Egypt for 7 years where he was sent on a Ford Foundation Grant. He was a professor of 

Classical and Egyptian Arabic.  He owned two Salukis in 1977 one a smooth from Egypt and the other a feathered 

from Bahrain.  

This excerpt, translated by Mr. Wolfe, is on Salukis and taken from  Kitab al-Hayawan or The Book of Animals, 

Volume 1 written in the 9th century AD by al-Jahiz who enjoyed the patronage of al-Fath ibn Khaqan, companion 

of Caliph al-Mutawakkil in Baghdad, now present day Iraq. Written between 847 and 867 it is considered the first 

extensive study of animals in the Islamic world and 

was close to being a treatise on the theory of 

evolution and natural selection. 

Wolfe’s notes include this disclaimer : “The 

following excerpt on Salukis is taken from The 

Book of Animals, Vol 1 written in the 9th century 

AD by the famous Arab bellelettrist of Al-Basra, 

Iraq, who was known as al-Jahiz. It is the first 

description of a point standard for a dog, of which 

I am aware in any literature. The reader should be 

aware that translating ancient texts is a field as 

technical as that of Saluki anatomy, a difficult task.  

This translation accurately reflects the al-Jahiz 

text, but some nuances of the 9th century lore may 

not be recoverable.” 

Men knowledgeable in these things say that some 

distance between the forelegs and the 

hindquarters of a Saluki is a mark of good speed, 

but his back should be somewhat short. They say 

he should have a small head with a long neck, both of 

which are rather thick, with balanced markings.  He 

should have ears extremely close to the head and 

well separated. His eyes should be dark and 

elongated with prominent pupils: he should have a 

long muzzle and wide jaws, with a prominent 

forehead. The whiskers beneath his chin should be heavy and arch gracefully, as should the whiskers of his 

cheeks. He should be rather short in the forelegs, longer in the hind legs, because if he is so built, he is able to run 

uphill like a jack rabbit.  They say that he will hardly be able to catch a rabbit running uphill unless he is short of 

foreleg and long of hindleg. He must have a long deep chest, broad at the point where it touches the ground 

(when he is reclining). He should have thick upper arms with straight forepaws, toes tight together so that when 

he walks, runs, or prances properly, no mud or anything else that might dirty them can enter.  He should have an 

intelligent heart, be active, with a broad back and bone joints, and broad where the joints of his of upper hindlegs 

join the tail. The upper hindlegs should be long, thick, and strong muscles. He should have a dignified carriage, a 

narrow waist with a long strip of skin between the point where the upper hindlegs meet the body running all the 

An Ancient Standard 

 

Caption: Deer-type, Rabbit and Fox, standing over water.       
Title of Work: Kitab Na't al-hayawan (book of the 
characteristics of animals).                                                                           
Shelfmark: Or. 2784                                                          
Author: Aristotle; ibn Bakhtishu'; (joint authorship)                        
Place and date of production: Middle East, 13th century              
Credit: From the British Library archive  
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way to the chest with straight hindlegs. His rear shanks should be short and fine, but strong as wooden posts. It is 

not hateful for a female to have a long tail, but it is disliked in the male; the hair of both should be fine and soft 

for this indicates strength. Indeed, this feature is desirable in all predators whether birds or four-footed.  Soft 

feathers in birds and soft fine coats in animals, especially old horses is a mark of soundness, Moreover, they say, 

a dog (he means Saluki) should put up a great resistance to leashes and chains. The rib should be no shorter that 

three fingers in length. They say that the black Salukis are best tolerant of cold and heat. The white Salukis are 

more agile if they have black eyes. The best mark of agility is the presence of dew claws on one or both shanks or 

on the tip of the tail ( this is obviously some kind of transcribing error) They should be removed if they interfere 

with his running, 

The best food for a Saluki is bread which has dried 

out. The water he drinks should be laced with a 

bit of oil for this is like feeding a horse straight 

turnips. It makes him run faster. The best food 

for fattening up a Saluki is cooked head and feet 

with the hair left on so long as the bones are not 

eaten. If he eats cooking butter (ghee) in the 

amount of three bowls two or three times, this 

will also fatten him.  ( By the way the author 

adds parenthetically, this same prescription 

make a youth out of an old man and gives him 

the ability to hunt, a good appearance, and 

strong bone.) 

A poem on Salukis by the Arabian poet Abu 

Nawas from his collection of “chase poetry” This 

poem is from the 9th century Book of Animals by 

al-Jahiz. 

“I picture a dog whose master’s grandparents 

took joy in his grandsire. 

For these folk, all good fortune derives from him 

and his master is as his slave. 

This friend, closest since the days of his litter 

bed, sleeps with him and upon arising, covers him with his cloak. 

Singular! With a white blazed forehead and hoofed forelegs, 

He is an animal whose beautiful form delights the eye. 

Oh! The beauty of his jaws, and the length of his cheekbone! 

Fleet gazelles are strained to the limit by his chase, 

He drinks a cup drawn from his prey. 

A dog of a weave all its own.” 

Our thanks to SCOA , this was first printed in the SCOA Newsletter December 1977, Vol 3, No 4, without any 

changes or edits. 

Source: Or. 2784, f.166v                                               
Caption: Two hares eating berries.                                             
Title of Work: Kitab Na't al-hayawan wa-manafi'ihi (Animals 
and their Uses).                                                       
Shelfmark: Or. 2784                                                        
Author: Aristotle; ibn Bakhtishu'; (joint authorship); Ibn 
Bakhtishu                                                                                                  
Place and date of production: Middle East, 13th century                                     
Credit: From the British Library archive  
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Observations by Seth Hall 

 

 

 

I was asked by Mary Beth Rogers to compile a population report for the Blacktailed Jackrabbit Lepus 
californicus for 2023. I am speaking on this subject based on my own research output as a small 
mammal biologist on the Jornada Experimental Range here in southern NM, and with my own 
firsthand experience spending a great deal of time looking for them across southern NM, as well as 
accounts from friends in western Texas.  

The most important context to keep in this topic today is the outbreak of RHDV-2 in 2020 that 
devastated lagomorph populations across North America, with southern NM being one of the hardest 
and earliest hit by this devastating disease. (https://
www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/
animal-health/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease)  

RHDV-2 recovery has been slow with at least one known 
reoccurrence of the disease in winter 2022 that further 
knocked back populations throughout southern NM and 
west TX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 In reference to the Southwestern USA, particularly NM and west TX 2020-2022 were abysmal years for 
their population. There were slight bumps in the early parts of 2022 but by winter the population 
crashed again with the resurgence of RHDV-2. Now in winter 2023 we are facing another tough year. 
The population was recovering in spring, but a super El Nino weather pattern caused the hottest 
summer on record and far below average precipitation which hurt the young hare population and 
suppressed breeding that should have been prolific until late October. The rains came around 
September which allowed a small crop of young to be born but overall the population is still much 
lower than average. Areas that were already marginal are showing below average populations and 
areas that are preferred are bastion populations and are in land unfavorable to running dogs.  

I have seen a slight uptick in the population in southern and southwestern NM compared to the 
nightmare times of 2020-22 but they are still tough to find with the average time to jump one hare 
being one hour of searching. I recommend only harvesting one hare in any outing to avoid harming an 
already fragile population unless you are in an area that is harboring greater numbers.  

 

Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus californicus) range, with 

colonial borders added . Base map derived from File:BlankMap-

World.png. Distribution data from IUCN Red List  

Hare Population Report 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BlankMap-World.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BlankMap-World.png
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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According to my friends in west TX the hare population is terrible, and they are spending much longer 
to find them then they have in the past, with areas around Lubbock north to Amarillo being absolutely 
loaded with artificially augmented hare populations.    …….………………………………………………………………. 
 

It will be another disappointedly slow year for hare coursing this season in the Southwest USA so get 
your boots on and get ready to walk long distances. All we can do is hope for rain, and that genetic 
resistance against RHDV2 sweeps across the population.………………………………………………………………....  

Enjoy your hounds! 
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AN UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTH 

WHY AREN’T I TALLER? 

I'm only 5'8". How much taller would I be if my parents had restricted my exercise when I was still 
growing? If they'd been a bit more careful, would I be a 6'6" centre for the Chicago Bulls instead of a 
diminutive veterinary surgeon? You don't need a genetics degree to spot the false dichotomy: My height 
has nothing to do with childhood exercise and everything to do with my family's genetic tendency to be 
short. If it's so obvious people can't outrun their genetic destiny, why do so many people believe dogs 
can? 

In the early 1970s, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) funded clinical research into canine hip 
dysplasia. In a groundbreaking study, the NIH’s veterinary team analyzed the effects of restricting 
exercise on puppies. They proved that crate-confined German shepherd dog puppies were less likely to 
develop hip dysplasia compared to unrestricted puppies. The NIH’s study was published in Veterinary 
Pathology in 1975, and the authors attributed the protective effect of restriction to the use of excessively 
small cages. Their unfortunate puppies grew taller than the cages, forcing them to stand with a wide-
based stance. Anyone familiar with the Ortolani test can appreciate the advantages conferred by a wide-
based stance. Specifically, it improves hip congruity by rotating the femoral head into the acetabulum. 

The fact that most canine joint problems were caused by humans is an uncomfortable truth. Sadly, our 
ancestors didn’t know that selecting dogs based on desirable traits like loyalty would eventually have a 
cost. In this case, the price was paid by dogs, who became the victims of a gradual accumulation of 
harmful genes. These include genes which code for hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, patellar luxation, and 
knee ligament injuries. The easiest way to deal with uncomfortable truths is to create an alternative 
(false) reality. A popular false reality is the myth that very restricted exercise during skeletal 
development lessens the impact of developmental joint diseases. Exercise advice in puppies has become 
confused by this myth. In this article, veterinary orthopedic specialist Mike Farrell summarizes the 
evidence linking joint damage with exercise in puppies. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/1224531/
https://www.vetlessons.com/risk/genetics
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The NIH used their study to support the practice of fitting Pavlic harnesses to produce a hip-abducted 
posture in dysplastic children. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNING 

The NIH study’s authors could never have guessed 
that their work would form the basis for an unhealthy 
veterinary myth. Sadly, their genuine conclusion that 
hip abduction limits dysplasia gradually evolved into 
the fallacy that exercise restriction prevents hip 
dysplasia. Fast-forward to 1988. A team of Finnish 
researchers re-tested the NIH's hypothesis in 
dramatic fashion. In two studies, Beagle puppies ran 
for 5 days/week on a 15-degree incline treadmill. In 
the first study, they ran for 1 hour/day for 15 weeks . 
In the second study, they ran up to 40km/day for a 
year. How did their developing joints handle the strain of a daily marathon? Did their cartilage endure 
or did it crumble? When researchers microscopically analyzed articular cartilage, synovium and 
synovial fluid, all three appeared grossly normal. The only difference between the test group and 
control group was focal superficial cartilage matrix change. This lack of degeneration shouldn’t 
surprise anyone. Human studies prove long-distance runners have a lower osteoarthritis risk than 
couch potatoes. 

No caring veterinary surgeon would suggest puppies should be forced to run marathon distances. 
However, the awful experience endured by these experimental puppies should teach us valuable 
lessons. It's my task as a veterinary orthopedic specialist and dog lover to pass their message to the 
public.  

BORN TO RUN 

If laboratory data doesn't suit someone's personal beliefs, they can choose to ignore it. However, 
ignoring 750,000 years of evolution might pose a sterner test. Extensive genetic analyses prove that all 
domestic dogs originate from wolves. Wolf cubs are famous for their vigorous play and awe-inspiring 
endurance. In Winter, adult wolves usually bring the whole family on hunts. Some of the longest 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/3278079/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7692860/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26956444/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12446907/
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THE GUIDE DOG PARADOX 

Evolutionary science isn't everyone's cup of tea. 
Sceptics can scoff while they highlight the obvious 
morphological differences between wolves and 
Chihuahuas. However, even a hardened sceptic 
would struggle to explain the guide dog paradox. 
While wolves teach us that running doesn't harm 
developing joints, guide dogs teach us that limiting 
exercise doesn't help. 

According to popular opinion, guide dog puppies 
receive "ideal" exercise. In theory, a puppyhood of 
low-impact leash walks should protect their 
"vulnerable" joints. Unfortunately, the theory isn't 
supported by reality. The commonest reason for guide dog health withdrawal is musculoskeletal 
disorders. In 2016, it accounted for 28% of retirements. Historical guide dog hip dysplasia and elbow 
dysplasia prevalence is 20-30%. Cruciate ligament injuries are also common. Guide dog charities’ 
success reducing joint disease prevalence owes everything to careful breeding and nothing to limited 
exercise. 

MENTAL IMAGERY 

Advocates of strict exercise restriction in puppies might try a little mental imagery. Here's how it works. 
Picture a pediatrician diagnosing your child with hip dysplasia. You're referred to a physiotherapist who 
explains the problem. Your daughter's dysplastic hips have weak primary stabilizers. They tell you her 
hip joint capsule isn’t working properly, leaving her secondary stabilizers to pick up the slack. They 
explain that her overworked hip stabilizers form part of her core. Everything's making perfect sense…. 
until your daughter’s physio suggests a program to weaken her core. Here it is: 

1. Restrict exercise to 10 minutes of slow crawling three times daily. 

 

 

The guide dog paradox: (A) Wolf cubs cover 

marathon distances without increasing their risk 

of joint disease (B) ‘Ideal’ exercise doesn’t 

prevent one-third of guide dogs retiring because 

of musculoskeletal problems.  

recorded wolf migrations involve cubs. For instance, one radio-collared pack including an 8 week old 
cub travelled up to 32km per day. Despite myriad documented feats of wolf cub endurance, the vast 
veterinary database contains only a single case report of (non-clinical) hip dysplasia in an adult wolf. If 
exercise was the trigger, wolves wouldn't have survived for 750,000 years and domestic dogs wouldn’t 
exist. This fact is both indisputable and difficult to ignore. 
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 A caring owner should have no problem sniffing out the 
glaring flaws in this severely restrictive program . Even so, 
some veterinary professionals promote similar illogical 
and unsupported arguments. In the UK, dog owners are 
often subjected to the "5-minutes of exercise per month of 
age" fallacy. A well-informed veterinary professional who 
calls out the 5-minute myth should anticipate the 
following response: ”It's a guideline created to discourage 
irresponsible exercise." At first glance, this answer might 
seem moderate and sensible. At second glance, it’s anything 
but. This is a perfect example of what’s termed a slippery 
slope fallacy. How would it sound if we applied the same 
argument to diet? For example, imagine a friend suggested 
feeding your dog one carrot per month of age. When you counter that a 100% carrot diet is 
unbalanced, this is what they might say: “It's only a guideline to stop you feeding grapes and 
chocolate." It might be easier to accept this guideline fallacy if exercise restriction was safe, but it isn't. 
We have published evidence that restricted puppies have a higher incidence of hip dysplasia. As an 
orthopedic specialist and dog lover, my professional advice is simple. Focus on keeping puppies lean 
and fit. Being lean decreases risk of hip dysplasia five-fold, so limiting body fat must be our priority. If 
puppies want to run and play, let them run and play. If they want to rest, let them rest. 
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A. Loose hips rely on a strong core to 

improve stability. 

B. The classic false dichotomy: "This puppy 

has immature bone, therefore exercise 

causes inherited joint dysplasias." 

2. Feed the recommended amount for a normal child even though your child isn't allowed to exercise.   
 This is an excellent way to promote obesity. 

3. Ensure your daughter doesn't socialize with other children. Socializing is bad for hip dysplasia. 

 

https://www.vetlessons.com/risk/body-fat
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Yaadi is loved by Oksana Belova  

and George and Mary Beth Rogers 
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Our lovely, crazy, live life at 1000 mph girl!   

Yaadi has both her Majors, has won a NOFCA 

hunt, is not interested in Lure coursing, but is an 

accomplished yoga instructor .                                  

Watch out for kisses when you meet her! 

Oksana Belova and Melik Salukis -- mb.rogers.melik@gmail.com 
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A similar mentality prevails in the purebred pet industry when breeders’ goals are the showiiring. 

Dogs and cats bred for competition are often no less uniform than are cows bred for slaughter. 

And therein may lurk a minefield for future generations. 

 

 

Sheikh Sukheil of the Zagrarit Shammar in Iraq, 

Gertrude Bell photograph 1911. From the Gertrude 

Bell Archive (https://gertrudebell.ncl.ac.uk/)  
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According to some breeders, genetic problems have 

been noted in specific lines. The only people who speak freely 

are those whose hounds have been affected adversely. What 

qualified agency has gathered research into the causes of Saluki 

 

 

From the Kennel Encyclopedia, 1908. 

Photo by Captain Prideaux 

In the Negev in 1969. Photo courtesy 

Zafra Sirik 
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deaths based on data supplied by veterinarians? 

Does the parent club endeavor to disseminate this 

information as it is discovered?  

A difficult scenario percolated for years before the 

American Quarter Horse industry addressed the 

“Impressive” syndrome. 

 

 

 

 

Salukis are domestic animals that evolved millennia ago as a result of mankind’s needs or wants. 

 

Photo from the collection of Wolfgang Wiggers. 

Nomads in Iran, dated 1935, taken by an 

Austrian dentist. 



 

                                                                                 Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis  31 

And, unlike their wild canid cousins, their c u r r e n t  existence is dependent upon human whims 

and fashions, and their future is dependent upon the wisdom of today's breeders. Historically, 

people kept groups of domesticated 

animals distinct often due to 

geographic, cultural or political 

isolation. The concept of breed 

registration appears to have developed 

in 18th century England resulting from 

an early industrial revolution type of 

innovation associated with agribusiness. 

In the 19th and 20th centuries, with 

geographical barriers s i g n i fi c a n t l y  

eroding due to advances in 

transportation technology, livestock and 

pet industry registering agencies were 

created and employed to keep breeds of domesticated animals distinct from one another.

Registries handily replaced geographical barriers until nationalist sentiments collided in World 

War I.  

The period between World War I and World War II is of great importance to the Salukis  in 

particular. During that era, western powers carved up the defeated Ottoman Empire ignoring 

antagonisms based on local identities and tribalism. Salukis were caught in the fray. They 

belonged to indigenous Middle Eastern peoples who were (and still are, in many cases) looked 

down upon by their colonial conquerors. Judging from the political sentiments and prejudices of 

pre- and post-World War II, western studbooks were shut, ignoring or rejecting the Salukis 

remaining in their own native lands. So much for the w i s d o m  a n d  logic of previous 

generations of westerners.  

What about the future? 

 

 

Elizabeth Al-Hazzam Dawsari with Brandi Bint Dawsari, born in 

Saudi Arabia in 1979. 
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perils are on the horizon. So-

called “lineages” are being lost because specific 

due to changes in popularity 

trends. Intensive inbreeding of certain populations has created the potential for heritable 

defects. Many Salukis are descended from closely related 

 

 

 CH Balabar Ulfric S’Tyana JC, Generation 3 descended from  Turkish 

imports Tek Kulak Acik Goz and Tek Kulak Tazi Var. Bred by Monica 

and Tom Stoner. 
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*Kullah of Urfa CC,CM,GCW 

Melik Nazlee License to Kill at HawksView 

500CC,CM, GCW2 

Kathleen Tigan and Karen Hoffman- Nevada 
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Kathleen Tigan - Nevada 

Carrying forward the legacy  

of his father Turk and mother Pete-- BB….HUNTS 

Melik’s Milagro of Urfa at HawksView 
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Two time 

Pyramid Cup 

Winner, 

Second time 

As a Veteran 

Dam of a Dynasty! 

FCh,V-Fch 

Bill and Susan Schroeder 
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Rataki Yaar-Jan at Ash-Shi’ra,             
   CGC,FCh 

From Iran to AKC  

Yaar-Jan shows his roots- 

In the AKC Showring 

In ASFA and LGRA 

As a treasured companion  

and superior squirrel killer 

Ash-Shi’ra 
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Linda Deutsch  Bangor, PA                                                                          
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TaaDeutsch@yahoo.com 

Bred by Linda Deutsch and Stephanie Annee 

Owned by Linda Deutsch 
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My ray of Sunshine, 
Filled with Joy  

 Sweet tiny  

Pocket Rocket 

Nuraya Melik Avandeh Ravan Bacht 
Generation 3  Persian/German (El Riad) 

        Hayal el Riad  x  Tabriz Bibak 

Bred by Ravan Bacht 

Martina Kissener/Heike Brauer 

Cassandra Kraham - Paws of Enchantment - Silver Spring, Maryland 



 

60  Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis   

 

As most of our readers know, this past summer four members of SCOA petitioned the SCOA Board of 
Directors questioning the SPDBS critique process.  In the course of dealing with questions to the 
Society from the SCOA Board, it became apparent that our history and relationship to the AKC Saluki 
Parent club (SCOA) is not understood or appreciated.  It is my hope that this article will put the 
relationship into perspective. 

It needs to be understood that the Saluki has thrived for multiple millennia outside any registration or 
showring criteria. When the Saluki Club of America was formed, the Saluki was already an ancient 
breed, without any influences of our modern world.  It is this basic truth that should need no 
explanations yet now seems to be relegated to a footnote of little to no importance. 

In the beginning, 8000 years ago, our Saluki became such a perfect creature he would go forward 
through time relatively unchanged.  His faultless form, keen eye, and unwavering focus were 
celebrated along the Silk Roads, so much so he was given as a rare gift, memorialized across all Silk 
Road cultures in art and poetry……. until 100 years ago. 

The dog we know as Saluki has a very long timeline. He is not a human-created breed in the modern 
sense; he is the result of the perfection of Form Follows Function.  The Saluki is exactly what he needs 
to be to do his job perfectly, and his job has never been to be an exhibition animal. He is a hunter. The 
Salukis we see in photos from 100 years ago are the same phenotypes bred the same way as many of 
the Country of Origin import Salukis the Society registers today. 

Our Saluki today began his journey in the west about 150 years ago. Prosperity in Victorian England 
allowed the rise of a middle class. This was coupled with the European investment in Africa and 
increasing reliance on trade with Africa and the Near East including strategic needs based on 
commerce and transport through the Suez Canal, built in 1869.  The ultimate effect had a momentous 
impact in England as well as in Europe.   

Our focus is on how these economic and political changes affected the Saluki.  Unlike the past, 
increasing prosperity meant dogs were no longer the exclusive purview of the aristocracy.  By 1852 the 
Toy Dog Club in England had held its first dog show, in 1859 the Gun dog club held its first dog show, 
and by 1873 The Kennel Club had been organized to bring consistency to the new thriving “sport” of 
dog shows and trials.  America was not that far behind.  It was not until 1874 that the first of what we 
know as an organized dog show was held in the U.S., delayed by the Civil War and Reconstruction. As 
in England, this show was for Pointers and Setters. Four very successful shows and the first Field 
Trials were held in 1874 for Sporting Dogs.  Ten years later the American Kennel Club was formed in 
1884 for the same reasons as The Kennel Club in England: the need to bring uniformity and continuity 
to the new world of Registered Dogs, shows, trials, and judging. 

The beginnings of the Saluki in England and his recognition as a breed by The Kennel Club are 
beautifully written by Brian Duggan in his book Saluki. It is well worth the time to not just read this 
book but to study and understand it. There are many areas of the Saluki’s homeland where the same 
experiences of the late 1800s and early 1900s remain available to the intrepid traveler today. The 
Salukis written about by Mr. Duggan still live in these areas just as they have for the last 8000 years, 
under the same selection pressures, doing the same job. These are the Salukis the Standard was 
written to describe; the same Salukis that were transported from their lands of birth to the United 
Kingdom and Europe, and the same Salukis all modern western registered Saluki descend from. 

 These are the Salukis of the Society for the Perpetuation of the Desert Bred Saluki. 

The Kennel Club granted the Saluki breed status in 1923 and accepted the standard put forward, 265 
words that still stand today here in the U.S.  The Saluki was now well established in England and 
gaining in popularity. While the Saluki had been found in the United Kingdom as well as Europe for 

SCOA and the Desert Bred Saluki 
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centuries, this recognition was the initiation of the path we now walk. 

Four years later the Saluki Club of America was given formal recognition in 1927. The Standard used was 
the standard developed in Britain in 1923. My personal feelings on this Standard are that it is a 
document developed based on personal experiences of military personnel and their families returning 
home after the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire. Most had been in the areas around Damascus, Syria 
and TransJordania (Palestine/Jordan) and most had experience hunting with Salukis. While a brief 
document, it is written to describe the working Saluki in his countries of origin and allows for the 
totality of regional differences normal within our breed.  It does describe perfectly, in my opinion, a 
working Saluki.  Once our AKC standard is understood, so too is the Saluki. We are not a “cookie cutter” 
breed. 

It is doubtful the founders ever thought the day would come when the majority of Salukis in the west 
would be divorced from their countries of origin, or that the future of the Saluki in the Middle East 
would be in peril.  Nor could they have anticipated the deleterious effects of a closed studbook much 
less that the studbook would ever be closed. In Britain, the studbook was not closed nor was it closed in 
the European system of FCI. At its inception the Saluki AKC studbook was also open to new imports 
from the birth countries of the breed. We should also be mindful that registries such as the AKC were a 
new concept for breeders.   

From the outset, the SCOA was closely involved with, and supported Salukis imported from the Middle 
East. There was no other choice. Catherine and Carlene Kuhl have an excellent detailed history 
published in The Saluqi, Coursing Hound of the East, edited by Gail Goodman. On page 428 the Kuhl 
sisters detail the original imports. 

To summarize, there are 28 original imports listed from 1926 to 1931. All came to the U.S. via the United 
Kingdom. Most were what we know today as Generation One Salukis. Of these 28 only 5 were unrelated 
to the remaining 23 whose origins were in Britain. Of those 5, only one comes forward into Founder 
status. (When a “Founder” is referred to it means that individual has had its genetic potential dispersed 
successfully through the western studbooks and has not become extinct.) Sadly, of these 28, only 11 have 
survived genetically, and the other 17 have gone extinct.  I should emphasize - these kinds of individual 
Saluki genetic extinctions are found through ALL studbooks. 

Post 1931 the COO import availability for fresh genetics decreased dramatically. In this period five 
Salukis were imported from the UK. Of these 5 only El Zolario was a direct country of origin descendent 
as a Generation 2 son of Ali Baba of Iraq (Malik el Zobair (Iraq) x Hama of Homs (Syria)).  The remaining 
4 were either never bred or were now relatively far from their origins at Generation 3 and 4. This 
distinction matters as without the breeding criteria found in its origin countries; Salukis (as with any 
breed) change due to different selection parameters. 

It was in this period that AKC permanently closed the AKC studbook to any dog with a less than 3 
generation pedigree.  AKC and Canada were alone in this policy.  Britain and the FCI countries all 
maintained ways in which import dogs without complete 3 generation pedigrees could enter the 
studbooks and, in most cases, compete in the same events and on equal footing. While AKC closed the 
studbook, it allowed Indefinite Listing which meant it was not uncommon for Salukis to be shown and 
bred without AKC registration or bias. 

1945 was the next time the AKC studbook saw an actual country of origin import Saluki. Mr. Aldrich 
came into possession of two Salukis who needed a home as their owner had a change of duty station.  
This was the pair of Salukis Abdul Farouk and Lady Yeled Sarona Ramullah both of whom were taken in 
by Mrs. Knapp, Pine Paddocks.  Abdul Farouk completed his AKC Championship as a Listed, not 
registered dog.  Mr. Aldrich worked hard with AKC to get Abdul Farouk, Lady Yeled and their progeny 
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entered into the Studbook and in 1950 AKC agreed that Ch. Abdul Farouk, Lady Yeled Sarona Ramullah, 
as well as the parents of Abdul Farouk (they were known), would be accepted into the AKC Studbook. 
However, even this crack in the studbook was based on progeny being accepted after three generations 
despite the Championship earned by Abdul Farouk.  

For the next decades the only way to access imports from the Middle East was to import Generation 3 
progeny from imports in Europe, principally England. SCOA breeders had no other option as AKC 
maintained a closed studbook.  Those who tried the path used by Abdul Farouk and Lady Yeled saw 
their hopes dashed and their Salukis excluded when AKC tightened up ILP rules in 1965.  The showring 
was no longer allowed for dogs with an ILP number nor could progeny ever be registered. 

An example of this was the male El Wahid Bin Chi, who was born in Ras Tanura, Saudi Arabia. His sire 
was a smooth male owned by the Eltiste’s (Billa de Esta), his dam was a feathered bitch owned by the 
Rodartys.  This boy arrived in the U.S. in June of 1960 and he and his sister were left in the care of Mrs. 
Knapp when the Rodartys returned to the Middle East. Mrs. Knapp promptly obtained an ILP number 
and showed him on July 17, 1960 in Painesville, Ohio where he earned a 4 point major. Wahid went with 
Rodartys in 1962 to Libya with seven points earned towards his AKC Championship and lived the rest of 
his life in Tripoli where he died in May of 1973. 

The 2004 Classic Saluki Annual contains an exhaustive list compiled by Peter van Arkel.  This Founder 
list is very enlightening regarding what was actually happening as far as Import breeding in the various 
western studbooks. Importing to the U.S., while easier today, was quite difficult meaning there was no 
easy access to European Salukis or vice versa. European studbooks continued to periodically 
incorporate new genetics yet were relatively unknown here in the U.S.   

However, there was another 
major event that was becoming 
very important to Saluki 
breeding programs in the west, 
particularly to the AKC Saluki 
breeders. 

To back up a bit in time, in 1932, 
after 30 years of conflict and 
conquest, the country of Saudi 
Arabia was formally founded by 
Ibn Saud uniting the four 
regions of what was known as 
Arabia. King Ibn Saud was very 
interested in the oil as a way to 
solidify his government. In 1933 
an agreement was reached 
between the new country of 
Saudi Arabia and Standard Oil 
of California that would change 
the world. A subsidiary 
company, California Arabian Standard Oil Company (CASOC), was formed to manage the agreement, 
and by 1935 the exploration for oil began.  1938 saw the first commercial oil production.  After WW II the 
petroleum boom was on.  First known as the Arabian American Oil Company (until 1988), Aramco 
transformed the Arabian Peninsula as well as the world.  Oil brought many Americans as well as 
Europeans to the Peninsula to live, many working within the oil industry as well as the diplomatic 

 

Camels at the wells of Umm Gemagen, Arabia -  

Frank G. Carpenter collection Photograph by Alois Musil. 1910 

Frank and Frances Carpenter Collection (Library of Congress).  
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corps and defense industry. These communities also established European support offices as well as 
banking.  UAE joined the oil boom in the ‘60s as did Qatar although Qatar was extracting oil in the late 
‘40s.  Petroleum not only changed the nomadic way of life throughout the region, but petroleum also 
ended the traditional Nomadic way of life. While the Peninsula benefited financially from its oil 
holdings as the region holds 60% of the world’s oil reserves, it’s traditions and culture were 
irrevocably changed. 

Oil changed foreign exposure to tribal Salukis.  Salukis were now coming to the west as pets as those 
working in the region returned from long tours of duty in the Middle East.  These were not breeders 
or hunters per say, these were people who met Salukis in their homelands and fell in love with a 
particular treasured companion.   

SCOA was very aware of these Salukis. 

Some of them found their way to the SCOA BOD as Harry Rymer was gifted Slim of Wadi Talith, Esther 
Knapp always had desert breds in her kennel and maintained an open door policy at Pine Paddocks. 
Kate and Carl Rodarty both served on the Board of SCOA, and they had lived in the region.  Major 
kennels with names that ring loud in our collective memories had both incorporated desert breds and/
or owned them after World War II. These kennels would include Bille de Esta, Montebello, Jen Araby, 
Pine Paddocks, Samarin, and Sedeki, to name a few.  Like the Rodartys, the Eltistes (Billa de Esta) had 
lived in the Middle East as Bill Eltiste was an Engineer for Standard Oil. 

By the beginning of the 1970’s SCOA was continuing its support of desert breds and Mrs. Knapp 
referenced them often in her Gazette writings. The changes in the AKC ILP program were now fully 
felt as entire kennels on both coasts ceased breeding because their Salukis had either never been 
registered with AKC or were not eligible to be registered as they did not have the needed three 
generation pedigree.  Exclusion from AKC events, including the showring, was having a serious 
consequence. 

This was the SCOA that Eugenia Kissinger found upon returning to the U.S. after her travels for the 
State department. The SPDBS Studbook contains a good amount of Eugenia’s correspondence as she 
tried to obtain AKC registration for her Salukis that had enjoyed full FCI privileges throughout her 
travels and yet were not allowed to participate in the U.S.  The foundation of Eugenia’s family was not 
sequestered this way in England and Dorothy Lees was actively involved in the Saluki world in the UK.  
Mrs. Knapp was fully supportive of efforts to get AKC to change their rules on registering and knew 
Mr. Aldrich had succeeded with AKC by using the genetic diversity issue as our foundations were so 
limited, particularly since breeding within a closed book inevitably leads to genetic losses.  

By this point SCOA was no longer a club based on Salukis from their homelands; it had become an 
entity based on dog shows and now long-established AKC and UK breeding practices.  From the 
SPDBS viewpoint, the club was blessed with many who were not only familiar with the Saluki in the 
Middle East; they had direct experience with these Salukis. The SCOA 1976 Fall Newsletter has a 
wonderful retrospective penned by Kate Rodarty on their introduction to Salukis in Saudi Arabia, 
subsequent exporting, and incredible photos of their early Salukis dating back to 1950. However, 
Esther Knapp and our other founding members were no longer young members of SCOA. Many of the 
founding members who were familiar with desert breds were now aging out of the club. 

The 1976 issue of the SCOA Newsletter also contains the report that SCOA had officially formed a 
committee for obtaining a census of desert bred Salukis in the U.S. That committee seated Esther 
Knapp, Harry Rymer, Rodger Smith, Carl Rodarty and Eugenia Kissinger. This was the beginning of 
the SCOA effort to get AKC to open the Studbook to allow the re-introduction of the Saluki the Club 
was founded to preserve. It built on work started in 1974 with the fledgling Critique Program 
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 developed by SCOA. The SCOA 1977 Newsletter tells us how important desert breds were to the 
membership as the December issue has the candidate biographies for the 1978 election. Mrs. Knapp 
makes a point of notating her ownership of three desert breds. Carl Rodarty was the nominee for Vice 
President, and he also emphasizes his desert bred program as does Board nominee Dr. Harry Rymer. 

It would take another 2000 words to explore the next 13 years in the SCOA as the Club made two 
attempts to get AKC to agree to opening the studbook.  That first attempt was in 1982, and it did 
succeed in showing the SCOA Board HOW the AKC Studbook might be opened, However, a reliance on 
the Newsletter to impart information, combined with telephone conversations was not a beneficial 
paradigm for the club to operate under. There continues a misunderstanding, including today, that 
SCOA was not in support of desert breds. Records clearly show the club’s continual support of desert 
breds, and a great deal of sparse club resources, both financial and in club member time, were 
expended in the effort to get AKC to move. Both ballots, 1982 and 1989, had overwhelming member 
support despite personality conflicts.  Both ballots did not achieve the required 2/3rds majority of the 
membership, however the 1989 vote showed the club clearly supported inclusion. 

SCOA President Sandra Cody made the decision to disband the Desert Bred Committee in 1989 after 
the AKC made clear it was not interested in opening the Studbook although they were quite interested 
in the efforts SCOA had already made. The SCOA members who were the beginnings of what would 
formally become SPDBS were asked to take all the work already done by SCOA and start another effort 
outside SCOA.  1989 was also the year AKC closed another door to participation in AKC by desert bred 
Salukis as desexing was now required for participation in the ILP program.  These actions directly led 
to the official formation of The Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis in 1990 as a Registry, 
and the start of SCOA’s Desert Bred Education Committee and Exhibition.   While the next decade’s 
work was done outside of SCOA, the Exhibition provided a way to keep the results of the Desert Bred 
Program and SPDBS in front of the general Saluki fancy at the SCOA National Specialty Show. 

While there were certainly misunderstandings along the way, personality conflicts, and 
misconceptions due to inefficient communication, it was this separation that found the path for SCOA 
and SPDBS to gain AKC support.  SPDBS was incorporated as a non-profit organization while SCOA 
continued to host the Desert Bred Exhibitions.  By 1993 SPDBS had a vibrant core group working 
together to build a viable, sustainable, internationally acceptable Domestic Registry.   Herb Wells was 
exploring the already AKC-accepted National Greyhound Association, how it worked, and if it was a 
possible path for the Society.  The SCOA Exhibition had become an annual event at the SCOA National 
Specialty and was highly regarded both in the U.S. and in FCI countries.   

It was not long before SPDBS had found it’s “feet” and was able to come back to SCOA with a realistic 
proposal for AKC.  The AKC BOD had also moved on and new Board members were no longer vested in 
maintaining a closed studbook as science was speaking loudly about genetic depletion and the dangers 
of the closed studbook model.  As the Saluki fancy was dealing with our Desert Bred registration issues, 
the Basenji fancy had succeeded in getting its book opened for Basenjis imported from the Congo, and 
Dalmatian breeders were able to get the backcross project breedings to Pointers allowed back into the 
AKC Studbook.  

A mere 10 years after the unsuccessful effort in SCOA, the SCOA Board was again presented with a 
possible path for Desert Bred Saluki inclusion. All of the needed pieces were in place, the Registry side 
was working very well, the community was working together, and there had been sufficient time to 
allow SCOA to recover needed perspective. 

In November of 1999 the SCOA Board unanimously approved the motion to request recognition of the 
Society as an AKC Domestic Registry.  The vote within the club resulted in 126 in favor of the Domestic 
Registry and 28 opposed.  This exceeded the 2/3rds requirement stipulated by AKC. President Linda 
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 Scanlon immediately contacted AKC and the next phase was now underway. 

We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to AKC Executive Secretary Jim Crowley as he worked with then 
President of SPDBS Elizabeth Dawsari, SCOA President Linda Scanlon, and our Delegate Don Adams. 
Mr. Crowley was specific in what was required and both SCOA and SPDBS worked together to get to 
AKC the needed documentation. The other pillar in this effort was Peter van Arkel and his work with 
Elizabeth on our SPDBS Studbook.  Elizabeth and Peter spent hundreds of hours verifying pedigrees, 
removing Salukis that had incomplete files, and removing Salukis who were also registered with AKC as 
it was vital to not be perceived as being in competition with AKC for registrations. The Society does not 
register any Saluki beyond Generation 3.  We are the Saluki Import Studbook for Salukis originating in a 
country of origin without a 3-generation pedigree. This does not mean to imply others were not part of 
this effort as the list of SCOA and SPDBS members who gave of their time to see this succeed is quite 
long.  

Mr. Crowley contacted SCOA in April of 2001 with the concerns of AKC and specifically requested 
additional information before rendering any decision. Mr. Crowley and AKC’s concerns about setting a 
new precedent were clear and the needed responses to his requests were turned over to SPDBS.  The 
Society rose to this task with both written documentation as well as a formal presentation by the 
Society in the fall of 2001. (I will interject here this part should be made into a movie as the original 
meeting was scheduled for September 11, 2001, needless to say it did not happen and the Saluki Fancy 
lost Rodger Smith as he passed away only four days later, September 15, before the meeting was 
rescheduled.)  

Succeed they did. 

In January of 2002 the AKC Board of Directors voted to formally approve the Society for the 
Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis as an official AKC Domestic Registry for the registration of Country
-of-Origin Salukis.  The SCOA effort to embrace desert bred Salukis and give Saluki breeders the option 
of including these priceless genetic repositories was now complete. Thirty-seven years after AKC 
closed off our desert bred population, desert breds were again accessible to the fancy through the 
Import Studbook maintained by SPDBS.  

As of this writing, the SPDBS Registry has recorded 874 CRN numbers although not all issued numbers 
have converted to completed registrations. 472 of those CRNs have been issued since the 2002 AKC 
acceptance. Since 1988, 146 individual Salukis from the SPDBS Studbook have been bred with 227 SPDBS 
Gen 3 Registrations.  Since 2010 there have been 83 out of a possible 93 AKC Open Registrations 
(transitions to the AKC studbook).  

Aside from the dry numbers, what the Society’s Registry offers to the general fancy is the opportunity 
to incorporate Salukis only 3 generations or less from the original selection pressures that have made 
our treasured breed what he is today.  Our Saluki Breeders now have the same access to country-of-
origin genetics as Breeders did at the formation of our AKC Parent Club.  We should take care to not 
only preserve this access, but to safeguard what has been achieved. 
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People seeing Syrian Saluqis for the first time 
are always struck by the fact that so many have 
their ears cropped. Indeed some have even 
suggested unkindly that it must be done to 
disguise their faulty hang. However the 
existence of hounds with intact and perfectly 
normal ears easily gives the lie to such 
suggestions, so there has to be another 
explanation.  

Ear cropping is an old custom, which may even have its origins before Islam, when the ears of 
domestic animals were slit to show those which were not for slaughter. Certainly it was well 
established by the Middle Ages as can be seen in some miniatures of Persian or Ottoman nobles out 
hunting. In this example of the Ottoman Sultan Bayazid out hunting you can clearly see how the 
hounds’ ears have been cropped quite short. With their hennaed feet they look exactly like the hounds 
of the Tai tribe that I saw near Qamishli.   

However, one breeder in Hama gave a new slant 
on the practice. He assured me that only males 
had both ears cropped: whereas females had only 
one. Certainly I saw many examples to confirm 
this but by contrast I also saw examples of females 
with both ears cropped! So what is the truth of the 
matter?  

 

 

 

 

Reprinted from the SPDBS Newsletter 2005 

The ears of Cropped Salukis By Sir Terence Clark  
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It is difficult to get to the bottom of the 
practice of cropping, as different people 
give different explanations. Some say it 
is for speed; others say it is for beauty; 
yet others say it is to prevent damage 
when running through thorn bushes or 
in fights with other dogs, foxes or even 
wolves; and some say it is for alertness.  

All these are perfectly plausible reasons 
but they do not explain satisfactorily 
why the cropping is often done so 
unevenly. Sometimes the ears appear 
crudely mutilated so that what remains sticks out at a twisted angle.  Sometimes only the tips are cut 
off, while at other times the ear is cut back close to the skull. And, as mentioned, sometimes only one 
ear is cropped.  

I suspect that the real reason has been lost in the mists of time and that today the breeders do it 
simply because it has always been done. They choose a particular style for no other reason than to 
distinguish their hounds from others, as a mark of identification. These stories are part of the local 
folklore that is handed down from one generation to the next and really should not be examined too 
closely. For whatever the original reason for these and other curious customs their existence today 
merely serves to illustrate the continuity of a relationship between man and these hounds that has 
endured for centuries.  
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