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Good afternoon, everyone and a massive welcome to today's
game as Pottington Road braces itself for a compelling clash
between Barnstaple Chiefs and Hornets, in what promises to
be a fiercely contested National 2 West encounter.

A colossal thank you to our incredible matchday sponsors, the
long-standing legends of this club: Brewer, Harding and Rowe
and new sponsors this season Pochin Plumbing & Heating
Supplies. Your incredible support is so much more than just
sponsorship; it's the foundation we build upon. We cannot
thank you enough for being such a vital part of our team.

CELEBRATING A CENTURY!
This Saturday, we honour Dominic Robson on his 100th
appearance for Barnstaple! Since his debut in 2020, he's gone
from strength to strength, crashing over for 11 tries—including
a match-shaping brace just last week. Huge congratulations,
Dominic! Here's to the next 100!

The fixture between these the Chiefs and Hornets is always
one circled on the calendar, a match defined by physicality,
passion, and pride. Historically, games between the Chiefs and
Hornets have been tightly fought affairs and none more so than
when these two last met in the 2022/23 season in National 2 
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West when both lost home advantage as first the Chiefs beat
Hornets at Hutton Moor Rd with the closest of score lines 22-
23 before the Hornets returned the compliment a few months
later at Pottington Road winning 12-24.

Hornets arrive with a spring in their step, enjoying a positive
vein of form. They have secured both wins at home including
an impressive victory last Saturday beating Taunton 57-22,
demonstrating a potent attacking threat.

As for the Chiefs they earned a themselves a worthy try
bonus point in a tough encounter against Exeter Uni in what
has been described as a pulsating West Country derby.
Ultimately beaten 43-26 in this high scoring contest the
Chiefs, playing with characteristic grit and determination,
weathered an early storm after the hosts crossed the line
within just two minutes. But the Barnstaple response was
immediate and powerful with Brandon Moore igniting the
Chiefs' campaign with a trademark powerful pick-and-go,
crashing over to get Barnstaple on the board. The reliable
boot of Henry Sellick added the extras, calmly slotting the
conversion to level the score.

The Chiefs then went ahead as Brandon Moore was once
again at the heart of the action, adding a crucial score to the
scoreboard to which Exeter replied to ensure the sides went
into the break locked at 14-14.

The second half exploded into life with the Chiefs seizing the
initiative immediately after the restart. In the 42nd minute, the 
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powerful Dominic Robson burst through to dot down, sending
the travelling Barnstaple support into raptures. 

Exeter mounted a significant fightback to take charge of the 
game but the Chiefs never gave up. The final word fittingly
went to the men in red, when in the 73rd minute, the
outstanding Dominic Robson with another explosive pick-
and-go try, showcased the raw power and never-say-die
attitude that defines this Barnstaple side. 

While the final score line may not reflect it, the Barnstaple
Chiefs were immense throughout, matching their university
opponents at half time and for much of the second half. The
home side showed how dangerous they are in the later
stages. However the fight shown to secure a bonus point
away from home against a strong Exeter side will provide a
powerful platform to build upon for the rest of the season.

So, get ready, Barum and expect a full-blooded, committed,
and entertaining eighty minutes of rugby today when the
Chiefs and Hornets lock horns at 2.30pm. It is going to be a
corker of a game and I want to hear you all in full voice.

Next weekend the Chiefs make the short trip to Taunton whilst
Athletic visit Cullompton in the Devon Cup.

At Pottington Road we have the Buccaneers hosting South
Molton II and Barnstaple Colts against Topsham Colts.

As ever enjoy your rugby where ever you are.
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HORNETS
1 . Jack Parkinson

2. Kieran Ward(c)
3. Sonny Haines
4. Nick Payne
5. Ayden Chenoweth
6. Joachim Hullah
7. Sonny Davis
8. Corey Baker

9. Kieran Tasker
10. Luke McMullan
11 .  Owen Griff i th
12. Danny Bailey
13. ConnorVickery
14. Josh Sheppard
15. Charlie Carter

Match
Officials

REF:  Adam Wookey
AR 1: Marius Botha
AR 2: Frederick Spong
4th official: 

Bench 

16. Callum Lane
17. Tom Read
18. Tommy Bailey
19. James Murray
20. Jack Gapper
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As we approach the start of the new season, I couldn’t
be more excited about what’s to come for Barnstaple
Rugby Club. Pre-season has been a fantastic effort
from everyone involved, with all our senior players
showing real commitment, energy, and focus on the
training field. The hard work they’ve put in over the
summer is already showing, and it’s clear that we’re
building a squad ready to compete at the highest level
we can.

We’re also delighted to welcome a few new additions to
the senior ranks. These fresh faces bring not only talent
but also enthusiasm, and they’ve fitted straight into the
culture of the club. They’ll no doubt strengthen our
squad and push the standards even higher.

It’s always inspiring to see the mix of experience and
youth in our senior teams – players who have worn the
Barnstaple shirt for years working alongside those who
are just beginning their senior rugby journey. That blend
is what makes this club special.

Some Words from our
Director of Rugby 
Phil Gordon-Oke



We’ve got an exciting season ahead, and I know our
players, coaches, and supporters will all play their part in
making it one to remember. We can’t wait to see
everyone down at Pottington Road, getting behind the
boys and creating the atmosphere that makes
Barnstaple Rugby Club such a tough place for visiting
teams.

Here’s to a great season let’s make it another one to be
proud of.

Philip Gordon-Oke
Director of Rugby
Barnstaple Rugby Club
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Barnstaple Rugby Football Club would like to extend a huge thank
you to Fyrex and AR Complete Scaffolding for their incredible
support this season.

Their sponsorship package has provided our senior squad with
new wet tops and ensuring the team looks the part both on and off
the field. Fyrex have also kindly sponsored our pre match t shirts
and AR Complete Scaffolding have sponsored our new Camera
tower.

On top of this, both companies have also shown their generosity by
sponsoring individual senior players – with Fyrex supporting Josh
Hill and AR Complete Scaffolding supporting Bertie Stretch.

Pictured here are Jenny Beer and Scott Maynard from Fyrex,
Aaron Rundle from AR Complete Scaffolding, and Barnstaple
Rugby Club Director of Rugby Phil Gordon-Oke.

Support like this plays a vital role in helping our club thrive, and we
are proud to have such fantastic local businesses behind us.
Thank you once again for your commitment to Barnstaple Rugby
Club – it truly makes a difference

FYREX and AR Scaffolding Supporting
Barnstaple Rugby



Important
Announcement

WE NEED A VOLUNTEER
MATCH DAY ANNOUNCER

We are putting out a request for
volunteers to assist the Club as

our Compare/Match day
announcer. 

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals to provide
vital support on home match days. If you would

like to help us in this crucial role, 

Barnstaple Rugby Club 

please call the Club Sec (John "Spike" Sloley) on
07971665174 or email

secretary.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com.
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We are absolutely thrilled to unveil our stunningly refurbished President's
Lounge, made possible by the fantastic support of M&E Alarms! Their
generous funding has completely transformed the space, and we are so
grateful for their belief in our club.

This project holds a very special place in all our hearts, as it stands as a
permanent tribute to Martin Masters. In honour of a beloved husband,
father, and a massive supporter of Barnstaple Rugby, 

Daughter Katie Down adds “We have proudly sponsored the
refurbishment of the Presidents Lounge this year and are extremely
impressed with the transformation. We have dedicated this in memory of
Martin Masters who was always an avid supporter of the club and would
help out wherever he could and so M&E aim to continue his generosity
and kindness.”

this lounge will ensure his memory and spirit are always with us.
Thank you, M&E Alarms, for helping us create a legacy that Martin would
be so proud of. Here's to creating many happy memories in this new
space!

Tracey Masters with Daughter Kayleigh and Son Scott
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Barnstaple Athletic delivered a thunderous response to their
opening-day disappointment, producing a spectacular, nine-
try performance to demolish last season’s fourth-place
finishers, Plymstock Oaks, 57-7 on Saturday. Just a week
after a heavy defeat at Paignton, Athletic emerged with a
point to prove, and did so in emphatic fashion under glorious
sunshine, lighting up the field with a display of dominant,
expansive rugby.

Athletic were straight out of the blocks from the start and they
took charge of the game and finally shaking off a frantic start
where forced offloads stifled early chances, the home side
found their rhythm. The breakthrough came on 20 minutes
when Brendan Darley powered through multiple tackles to
score the first try, converted by Harvey Rostock, the first of
six conversions on the day.

Settled and now controlling both territory and possession,
Athletic extended their lead before the break with a clever
cross-field kick which was collected by Reuben Faulkner’s
outstretched arm as it bounced, who then raced down the
line before passing inside for Josh Ridewood-Williams to
canter under the posts for a 14-0 half-time lead.

Any notion of a Plymstock fightback was extinguished within
seconds of the restart. A fluid move from a scrum, 

Barnstaple Athletic Answer
Critics with Stunning Nine-Try
Demolition of Plymstock Oaks



involving Sam Carr and Haydn Gosling, sent Faulkner
diving over for try number three.

What followed was a devastating ten-minute blitz that put
the game utterly beyond doubt. Ridewood-Williams and
Darley each crashed over for their second tries in quick
succession. Then, two former colts combined as Max
Moore claimed a high kick before charging into Plymstock
territory and then offloading to Jamie Townsend, who
muscled his way down the line to go over for the sixth try.
Max Moore then turned scorer, pouncing on a loose ball
and sprinting through a gap to score under the posts.
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And still the tries came tumbling in after the visitors scored a
consolation try as Troy Willis electrified the crowd with a 50-
meter solo break from his own half, before Darley completed
a well-deserved hat-trick, once again shrugging off defenders
to seal a monumental 57-7 victory.

So all in all a great days work by the whole team who having
got over their wobbles by trying to force the game settled
down and produced a devastating game of rugby that blitzed
last season’s fourth place Plymstock Oaks to not only record
their first win of the season but also banishing the ghosts of
week one with a performance that recalled the very best of
their previous campaign.

This weekend they have a breather before embarking on
three difficult trips on the road to Cullompton, Torquay and
finally Newton Abbot before they are back on home soil.

To see all the photos from last weekend click the following link
Barnstaple Athletic v Plymstock Oaks

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=BarnstapleRFC&set=a.1300704831852009
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Colts Show Promise in High-Scoring Friendly Thriller
The Barnstaple Colts embarked on a trip to Newton Abbot for a
friendly fixture that turned into a classic. The youngsters started
superbly, outplaying their hosts in the first half with a
commanding performance. Their efforts were rewarded as they
headed into the break with a well-deserved 17-21.

The second half, however, saw a shift in momentum as Newton
Abbot fought their way back into the game. Despite a valiant
defensive effort, the Colts were ultimately edged out in a high-
scoring affair, finishing 43-26. 

While the result wasn’t what they wanted, the first-half
performance proves this young Barnstaple side has immense
talent and cohesion building for the future. The match provided
invaluable experience against strong opposition.

Today they travel to Teignmouth for a league game, before
returning home to face Topsham next weekend.





Buccaneers Endure Difficult Day Against Bideford

For the Barnstaple Buccaneers, it was a day to forget as they fell
to a strong Bideford II side, 7-71. Facing a well-drilled and
experienced opponent, the newly-formed Buccaneers squad
found themselves on the back foot from the outset.

While the score line was undoubtedly disappointing, it highlights
the character of this rebounding team. This season is very much a
rebuilding project for the Buccs, who are focused on integrating
new players and developing their systems. 

Such a tough test, though painful, serves as a crucial benchmark
and a stark lesson in the level required. This new squad will need
time to gel and find its rhythm.  The Bucc’s face South Molton II
here at Pottington Road next weekend kick off is 2.30pm
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