THE MURATORIAN FRAGMENT IS A SMALL PIECE FROM
A LARGER WRITING FROM AROUND AD 170 THAT SHOWS
WHAT THE EARLY CHURCH CONSIDERED TO BE
SCRIPTURE. WE HAVE ONLY SMALL PORTION OF THE
ENTIRE DOCUMENT. THIS TAMIL TRANSLATION IS
PREPARED FOR ORDINARY READERS, SO A SIMPLE
ENGLISH-TO-TAMIL STYLE HAS BEEN USED.
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Simplifed English

The third Gospel is the one written by Luke. Luke, the physician, after
the ascension of Christ, was taken along by Paul as someone eager to
learn the law. He wrote his Gospel in his own name according to
general belief. However, Luke himself never saw the Lord in the flesh.
Therefore, as he was able to investigate events carefully, he began his
account from the birth of John the Baptist.

The fourth Gospel is the one of John, a disciple. When his fellow
disciples and bishops urged him to write, he said, “Fast with me
today for three days, and let us share with each other what s
revealed to each of us.” That same night it was revealed to Andrew,
one of the apostles, that John should write everything in his own
name, with the others reviewing it.

Thus, even though the beginnings of the different Gospels teach
various things, it makes no difference to the faith of believers. For by
the one Holy Spirit, everything has been declared in all the Gospels:
about Jesus’ birth, His suffering, His resurrection, His life with His
disciples, and His two comings—{irst in humility, when He was
despised, which has already happened, and second in royal power,
which will come in the future.

So it is no surprise that John consistently mentions these things even
in his letters, saying of himself: “What we have seen with our eyes,



heard with our ears, and touched with our hands, these things we
have written to you.” In this way he declares himself not only a
witness and hearer but also a writer of all the wonderful works of
the Lord, set down in order.

The Acts of the Apostles were written in one book. Luke included
them for “most excellent Theophilus,” since he was present for many
events. He clearly shows this by omitting the martyrdom of Peter and
also Paul’s departure from the city of Rome when he traveled to
Spain.

As for Paul's letters, it is plain for those who want to understand
where they were sent and for what reason. First he wrote to the
Corinthians to correct divisions and heresies. Next to the Galatians,
against circumcision. Then to the Romans, explaining the order of
Scripture and teaching that Christ is its main theme.

Paul, following the pattern of John, wrote by name to only seven
churches: the Corinthians (first), Ephesians (second), Philippians
(third), Colossians (fourth), Galatians (fifth), Thessalonians (sixth), and
Romans (seventh). He also wrote again to the Corinthians and
Thessalonians for correction, but it is clear that there is one
universal Church spread throughout the whole earth. John, too, in the
Apocalypse, writes to seven churches, yet speaks to all.



Paul also wrote out of love and affection: one letter to Philemon, one
to Titus, and two to Timothy. These are held sacred in the Catholic
Church as guidance for church order and discipline.

There are also letters said to be to the Laodiceans and to the
Alexandrians, but these are forged in Paul’'s name to support
Marcion’s heresy, and many others like them which cannot be
received into the Catholic Church—for bitterness must not be mixed
with honey.

The Letter of Jude and two of John’s letters are accepted in the
Catholic Church, along with the book of Wisdom, written in
Solomon’s honor by his friends. We accept the Apocalypse of John
and also that of Peter, though some of us do not want the latter read
publicly in church.

The Shepherd was written very recently in our times in the city of
Rome by Hermas, while his brother Pius was bishop of Rome. It
should indeed be read privately, but it cannot be read publicly in the
church before the people, either among the prophets (whose number
is complete) or among the apostles (for it was written later).

But we accept nothing at all from Arsinotis, Valentinus, or Miltiades,
who also wrote a new book of psalms for Marcion, along with
Basilides, the Asian founder of the Cataphrygians.



