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University Commits Itself T

Clubs and Societies

th -"}I"ic-r negotiations with the University Authorities regarding
c i

el of University financial support for Club and Soclely
Sclilvities. the Students Union have received assurances that

the current meagre funding provided by the University will be

IFzZmﬂ o hr‘!ng us in line with other Universities of similar
S -

The figures Speak volumes for the poor treatment U.L.'s
Clubs and Societies have been receiving from the Administra-
ton, despite the voluminous increases in Capitation funding
that the Union allocates each year.

In the academic year 1988/89 the S.U. paid £28,000 to
Clubs and Societies. ‘89 /90 £38,000, 90/91 - £45,000, 91/
92 - £65,000, while these payments increased in huge

pPercentage terms the University paid directly to Clubs and
Socleties via Subvention amounts of £7,000, £8,000, £8.200
and £9,200 for each of the above years so while the Union

dmmauca.ﬂy Increased it's input, the university didn’t quite
reciprocate the gesture.

Comparative figures from other Universities within this
country prove U.L.'s position as the sick man of Clubs and
Societies funding; U.C.C who have just under 7,000 students
receive a total subvention from their college of £80,000 - their

40 Clubs receive £83,000 for their budgets in total and their
60 societies receive £67,000. U.C.G. with 6,300 students
receive £50,.000 subvention from their authorities and the
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| weeks ago.

o electro-acoustic music was held and Dagda Dance added thejy ex.

by oy ¥ | performance of “May We Dance”, which took in every corner on
day’'s long list of events.(see photo)
All were highly impressed with the massive outdoor laser ligh,
organised by Ber Angley and Billy Kirwin which even featureq g4
music of our own Dave Gibbons (U.L. music society). The day Was qlq,
a U.L. birthday party as the college was offically twenty years ¢)

The classes of 1972 - 1974 were honoured at a special b
in the White House on Friday evening.
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Schuman Building Opened inp

The Schuman building was offically openeed by by minjster for
Mr. Seamus Brennan T.D. on Friday 29th last.

The day's events included an open air reception followeq by tours L
new building and indeed the rest of the campus for visitors, A Perfa the
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The delightful person of
Janet Frawley was one of the
contestents bidding for the
honour to represent Limerick
in this years Rose of Tralee
contest held, traditionally

during the annual Festival of
Kerry.

Janet, who is a first year
European Studies student
[o] represented The Castle Oak's

hotel.

The Limerick final was
held in the Limerick Inn on
Saturday night last, and at
the time of going to print, the
final result was unknown to
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U.L. receptionist
poised
he competes as pa
two strong paralympic

of this year.
Sean, who has been confined to a

wheelchair since 1978 will compete in the

field events of shot-putt, javelin, and di‘:;
cus for which he has been training s

nights a week for the past six months.
In 1988 he competed in the Seoul para-

lympics coming fifth and only centimetres
short of a bronze medal in the shot-putt
event. Two years later in Holland Sean
came fourth in the world championships.
Just last weekend in Dublin he broke
his own Irish record in the shot-putt event
which hehad previously set during the an-
nual games for the disabled in Limerick
last year.
As well as field events, Sean is also a \
member of the Irish wheelchair team,
which he captained in the European ~|
championships in June of last year. |
Sean divides his training between |
Bawnmore and UL. On campus he
availes of track facilities and says he must
thank Dave Maheedy for all the assistance
he has given him with regard to the

weights room.




All opininions state
d on
this page are those of individual students and thus do not
neccessarily represent those of the Students’ Union

according tfo you |

—

Dear Editor

since Thomond joined

with U-L- there has been an
enormous amount nf ;):.‘ub-
lems for students. Taking
and year Rural Science as an

t_x,-unr,-h_-. we sat through

{nor]
O L
and as mea
Chinese is to a cal

soldieree
I?II on dt‘.aft‘aﬁ?.

we sa tth
ass got an F, 2092 E

09ta C- It's not that
‘l.f'n-. praindead, we tried to
[ud}' it but sensc could not
;, made of it. Of course the
module wasn't really in-
tended for us, it was for
rial Chemists, who no
doubt enjoyed €very moment
f that modules” existence.
e Term 2 Was fine, we had
ust 3 weeks [n this place
pefore W€ were released to
enlighten some secondary
pils for 5 weecks
Term 3 began and we
rselves in the Jean
Maths, MA173.
Al first we thought we were
{n the Wrong place when we
saw some strange formulas
and letters appearing. but we
spo[led the Wood and Metal
chapees and all was well, or
s0 We thought | We were
jven a tutorial sheet Week 1
and told it was based on the
pasics, Basics My bum !

Where were We supposed
R s R il B R T B

was about as relevant
ningful to us as
But we

indust

found ou
Monnet for

ganic chemistry in term

4 on, our complaints

e exam, 70%of

Transition Farce

‘ IBI'ICH and Hugh O Donnell

This was Week 7, they mld-
us we could keep going to
lectures and tutorials, exira
tutorials & exam would be
given next term.

This we thought was fair
::-il;ghg“nb:n;u had to be
ade ollicia
ful Maths Dc::.r:.mme:rsnder_
Week 9 - it Is decided that
we must sit the Maths exam
in Week 11, as we had
Maths before T.P. and this
should have done us. But
that Maths was optional, it
consisted of about 4 lec-
tures. Now if you had 5
schemes of work and a week
of lesson plans to do ( i.e.
outlining all you will say, do
and think for 5 weeks) would
you doa n optional module
that wasn't examined ? As it
stands, we're expected to do
the Maths exam, o prove
what ? Try comparing the
Maths done last year by the
present 3rd years, with what
we're doing now I'm afraid
the similarity is so small its
invisible.
We're nol the only year
that have been messed
around, but does anyone

really give a damn ?

Disadvantaged we fall.
2nd Year Rural Scilence

- A dying Species.

U.L. Arts ?

Dear Editor

:‘l;ﬂ:-h:l Hargaden in his letter to the last edition of An Focal
2 n: o h;_n-c totally missed the point. The issue outlined in
o A;:nlfe.k-lu was not the amount of rescurces allocated to
e A;s rather the allocation ol those resources
St lf- Advisor should take note that students far outweigh
= ¥ in this University and Arts events should therefore
Kp;n:x?ly target studenis.
rom a few periphery events, Arts Week this y
i:o:s]:;sied primarily of one event i g =5
cxccnif::jn'lmer N.Lghls Dream * { which was supposedly
s - 1 didn’t see it despite numerous atlemplts o get a
!clf:a.tlcdmsl meant that the minimal amount of students
Pal"_or tml.es > mn Arni_.s Week and no open auditioning took place
a badla l ysell produced a play for Arts Week last year on
ity el of £100 while A Midsummer Nights Dream
ywanear. wed practically all Arts Week financial resources this
Where
ucall:l th;:s resources for students who wish to display their
mpubuclt rgn ? Where are the expensive posters and
L uy % rrll)rama Soc. & Music Soc. events?
ake up John, you are Arts Advisor to a University of

students. d
e ont understimate our artistic appreciation and

| Reply {o Ents letter
\

| Dear Editor,

\ In response to a letter by
Frank Hanrahan re:
“Election campaings v Ents
Crew". in the last issue of An
Focal. 1 would like 1o point

out some inaccuracies and

set the record straight. In the
letter he said that this is the
second year that a full ime
crew has been employed, in
fact the ents crew are not full

\-lmr_ ‘k-;as\s and it has as such

been like this for over nine

years. Although formal

{raining has only been in

existence for two years, itis

unfair to say that any crew

were drinking, pulling cords

on trains, or hiting people.

Any crew caught drinking,

hitting people lother than in
defence), or pulling cords on
trains would have been fired.
The older crews worked very
hard in the pioneering years

of ents. The first crew
consisted of only four people
who had to do all the seting
up as well as doors etc in the
old exam hall for

D Rl i e twwn e me oS

Linda O'Sullivan
The Presidential Candidate who lost.

PRO-CHOICE AND PRO-LIFE

Dear Editor,

a few words in response to James Hurleys letter in
the last issue. Mr. Hurley states, * .... it means thatlam in
favour of Irish Society’s providing women who are unhappily
pregnant with the choice of having the child and keeping it, or
alternatively giving the child up for adoption. Should an
unhappily pregnant woman consider both those options to be

unsatisfactory, 1 would respect fully her right to travel..”. This
is a facile argument and opinion. The right to travel is not a
broad based civil right available to all Irish women (pregnant
or otherwisw). It is a right dependent on the ability to afford
such a luxury. A female chief executive may afford to travel for
an abortion, but a woman from one of the many poorer areas
of Ireland and indeed this city, may never have enough spare
money to go to Dublin, let alone Liverpool. 1t is in this under-

S U e

1 nrivdladed cartion nfl enriashirthat manass saemass
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Where were we su pposed

to have got the basics ? Our
dear Lord sure didn't come
down and inspire us. We
found that the others in the
Jecture ( engineers: chemists
etc) had done @ Pre - requi-
site to this module MA172,
while we were on T.P. This
was repor(cd to the powers
that be, we were told to carry
on, extra tutorials were
given. beginning Week 3 so
that we could catch up. This
involves 40 people, none of

whom have Honours Maths
to Leaving Cert. Things were
very vague, we sought Billy’s
help, ended up in the White
House, sent to meet John O'
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Editor’s comment:

It is interesting that all
the correspondence on the
abortion issue has been by
men. This is because all of
the signed letters we
received on this topic were
written by men - and not
because of any editorial
policy on the part of an
Focal.

We would welcome
contributions from the
women members of the
campus community.

training has only been In
existence for two years, it is
unfair to say that any crew
were drinking. pulling cords

PRO-CHOICE AND PRO-LIFE

Dear Editor,
a few words in response to J
the 1 - ponse to James Hurleys letter in
ast issue. Mr. Hurley states, “ .... it means that [ am in on trains, or hitting people
Any crew caught drinking,

hitting people (other than in
defence), or pulling cords on
trains would have been fired.
The older crews worked very
hard in the pioneering years
of ents, The first crew
consisted of only four people
who had to do all the setting
up as well as doors etc in the
old exam hall for
embarassingly low money. 1t
was their dedication and
enthusiasm that helped
push Ents forward from one
gig every two weeks lo one
gig practically every night.
We plan to increase the
amount of training the crew
get to make them even more

professional.

1f anyone has any remarks
or suggestions on the
training of the Ents crew

please let me know.

;ar‘:;:‘;‘;i I;'lristhh Society’s providing women who are unhappily
e .:m choice of having the child and keeping it, or
e giving the child up for adoption. Should an
unsatjsracg;mg?ant woman consider both those options o be
e ry. I would respect fully her right to travel..”. This
et 3rgu11?ent and opinion. The right to travel is not a
ad based civil right available to all Irish women (pregnant
or otherwisw). It is a right dependent on the ability to afford
such a luxury. A female chief executive may afford to travel for
an abortion. but a woman from one of the many poorer areas
of Ireland and indeed this city, may never have enough spare
Y, to go to Dublin, let alone Liverpool. It is in this under-
privilaged section of society that many unwanted pregnancies
occur. Mr. Hurley's stance, instead of eliminating discrimina-
tion, massages the conscience by subtly discriminating on
economic grounds rather than sexual grounds. It is mere
substitution of one form of discrimination for another.
Secondly, refferring to his shockk that the S.U. wantonly
refers women to abortion clinics. In England, all women
undergoing the operation to terminate pregnancy MUST
undergo counselling. This is provided by the clinic if it has not
taken place beforehand. If it does not, the operation is illegal. 1
hope this eases your fears that all pro-life people and organi-
sations desire * MAIL ORDER PREGNANCY TERMINATIONS™
Thirdly, he states, “....to be Pro-life is to be pro the right to
say no to Maastricht..” A new form of lateral thinking per-

haps?!?1?! Maastricht has nothing to do with abortion or any

other morality issue. Stop seeing sin and satan where there is
only politics. Regards ,
Yours etc. Ber Angley,
Neville Bourke. Ents Co-ordinator.




Good Luck
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raduating Classes

The Uniy,
cristy’s e the
2.2 honours dcgfr:?:xddLmlt‘ Council has just agreed to Jowet

adi 7el from a Q.C.A. position of 2.8 1o 2. 7 with
ﬂﬁﬁ;tmnzfzﬁnd of -0.1 , with txnme-pdol.alc effect.
award of 2.7 1o ac all gf?lduatmg students who reccive & Q-C-r\-
degree. ulomatically receive a second class honours
th::;i;ngomnuy it creates a real chance for those students
have the effe ? to be eligible for a discretionary award, this will
achieving a ,( of students in some departments and colleges
external mse(*ond class honours degree: if in the opinion of the
The 2.2 hminer the discretionary -0.1-should be applied-
a chesm'.dt w?ﬂf”‘"s threshold level reduction to 2.6 has long beetl
€rs and the University authorities, with external examin-
T national statistics adding their weight to the debate.
the yc:lz?ﬁﬁ the S.U. came to winning the campaign came in
pow: e granting of University status (1989 ) but the
ers that be decided that it was not opportune to = lower the
1?3;?31;1?1 of the degrees™ so soon, however as a result of constant
g some progress has at last been achieved on the issue.
QCcun*e: ntly the situation according to the academic regulations reads
t-ha of 2.8 with a discretionary band of -0.1, in practice this means
t graduates have been able to get 2.2 honours at 2.7.

d Redu
| Second ClaSS Honours Thresh01 ced Fog

Wwith every Faculty board
in the University in support
of the move apart from the
College of Business. the
authorities had to come up
with a compromise solution
that would not se€ the issue
held up because of the

of 2.7 with a

\ band of - g l(::;\
used by the
Education, Ecr?lb;;‘q\\

Science and H

Arts but ?,Ncnm&?w;:‘

Business De

oppositian 1% "

Discipline Cases Prove Harsh Reality

A number of recent decisions of the Discipline Committee,
ha.l'-'e proven that once again that this is one of the few Com-
mittees to have real teeth on the campus.

The Committee heard a case relating to a serious incident
of assault during Rag Week in the Rag Week Marquee. The
incident was viewed so serious that the Stables Club Disci-

pline Committee refered the case straight to the Registrar's

Office.

The victim was struck in the face with an empty one litre
glass stein by another student causing severe damage to
teeth, gum and lip.

The accused was found guily of serious assualt and in
accordance with the code of conduct ordered to pay the
medical bills of the student and received a twelve month

suspension from the university. It is understood that the
student is appealling the decision.

It has been the first incident of serious assault in the

s
intransigence of one college. unlikely that u:“ﬂ\)g
The compromise solution Dept . will ay- 5 Blm,\
Yy

Trading Company Sem

The Students Union has
just received the final go
ahead to begin company
trading in the south side of
the Shopping Mall from this
coming acadmic year.

The co
mission \;?é);ny hag By
quality gmd;mh“ 9
the members of

Union ang the
COmuniW“‘ as

the surpluses g

The company will

those activi
provide a new general contribut:\;:es “‘:&:
store, a new reprographics Students Unjop nt“!‘
and secretarial unit and a Areaniy e \
U.S.I.T. travel bureau will in the mtmm'_hﬁ
addition; W oy

The location is set for the from thf?l &?&m@
three units beside the would be - CI“&W
laundrette in the Mall - all to b

Societies, Welfare
BOn /7 Cormo S

I be fullv operational bv
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to thank the class reps. being hopped of 2 library  eat to someone else- 5 umber of t mBoard 1 involvement.
clubs & societies, would get up and give :jhe (T fine to charity an PCC students Union ‘.dﬂlng The Board wil} Comy
Executive council, the The accused receivec’® The = hing It's © s three student dire
Library. unch ses O Clopg ;O
ents crew, the Stables work hours to the pe 12 for the purp© President, T sitiy {
club, the Hurlers , the ny i n
Univ all others ormpe ; pmfessioﬂ‘”‘1 Services Officer ang s
niversity & all o roviding jces on Ng
who contributed in any Commerclal serv o July- of the ougoing execy m“'\m
way. campus at e sta jted by senior staff of the s, ") twg
Secondly we would < The company hmcd by the Union, a nominee s Nis
(O Alumni Assoclation,

like to thank the out-
going sebaticals

-Colm Croffy U.L.S.U.

President 1991&1992

-Donal WaideU.L.S.U.

Deputy President 1992
for their hard &
dedicated work during
their terms of office
Good luck to the in-
coming sebaticals
Diarmuid Scully & Enda
Lonergan & returning
Transition / Services
Officer Billy Kirwan.
Finally we look
forward to a new and
exciiing year in Septem-
ber and hope ye all have
a wonderful summer.

We would like to congratulate Ms. Carmel
(U.L. plumbers union) on their recent marriage

Ryan (students' union) & Mr. Cristy Carey

backround in l‘etan:l:;a
ment, a nominee from Age.
university admmis&aut;‘
and a nominee from the

managed by senior Students

Union Stat- mercial development co :
The :g:i";gpl:u‘;f f,‘;, University p.c_gf"““" lthe
Z?umdii,s Unions through the The directly electeq
e charitable President of the Shldema
Comapany 1 not a new one | Union il be the Chgn
either in the Republic ( son of the board ang g
Dublin Institue of Technol- istrative Officer of the
ogy) or the UK. (from Students Union will e gy,
Salford to Norwich) and has Managing Director of (T
numerous financial and legal company. o
advantages. -




Discipline ( ‘ases Prove H:

i 'I}I*t'l II
A number ol recent (e CIBOT of the

agaln thal {his I8
v on Lhe carmpus

relating tO @t
ay Week Marquee

et
lI.ILT‘ l![tl\T‘ll f'l;ll 210104

mittees (o have revnn] (eel
he Commiliiiee heard o Cane

of assault during Rag WeelcIn (he
(hal the Sinbles

incicdent was viewed 80 8¢ rlos
straight (o the

[‘lill" C‘ommitiee lt"l*ll'll { he Cane
Ofice,

The victim was struck In (he [ace
sing seve

# ‘1
with an emply one HU

. e damage Lo
glass stein by another stuclent caul .

teeth, gum and lip.

e | )f ser ~asualt and In
I'he accused was found gully of serious ass! |
lered Lo pay the

accordance with the code of conduct or¢ o
. ¢ » ' Il(}ll
medical bills of the student and recelved a fwelve 1

suspension from the university. [t s understood that the

"‘k student is appealling the decision. e
- .

It has been the first incident of serious assault 1n Ll

Stables Club in about four years and was the only Incident

;01;1 during the six day festivity of Rag week. The last time an

ir assualt case of such serious nature came bhefore the college

Sy authorities the accused was expelled.

ike A second case showed just how much strain students are

. under in the present system, involved a student's being head
being hopped of a library seat ; becuase it was alledged; he

:- would get up and give the seat to someone else.

The accused received a stiff fine to charity and a number of

work hours to the Library.

=

We would like to congratulate Ms. Carmel
Ryan (students' union) & Mr. Cristy Carey

(U.L. plumbers union) on their recent marriage
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An Focal, An Fickle, An Fuck Aln

qQuestion: What do S.U.N., Link
up, Heart of Gold, and Mercury
have in common? Answer:
They are all predecessors to
An Focal. Over the past
number of years there has
almost always been_ Some sort
of U.L. S’ruc_!ents_Umon
ublication in existence. This
ubl'ication has varied in-name
content. It has changed
an almost slanderous

content to attempts at
seriousness back to slander,

nd NOw, hopefully, back to
_fome degree of seriousness.

The attentive among us will
have noticed that there have

been twelve editions of An
Focal over the past three
terms. These editions have '
been issued on a regular b§81s
and have as much as possible
had a stable and standard

ntent. J
g?] Focal is a Student Union

pubh'cation_. It is part of the

ynion network for the -
distribution of information to the
students of U.L.. An Focal often
carries key stories in ”'? news,
letters, features and union brief
sections. Itis, however, more

than just a union directive, or

ropaganda sheet. Itis, or
should | say, itis meant to be,

the voice of the students of

and
from

U.L. . The Opinion, letters and
club; » Vox-Pop and society
Sections are in particular
geared at the everyday
Student, his/her feelings, views
and opinions. ‘ .

Over the past year more than
twenty five students have been
m_vloved in some shape or form
with An Focal, it's writing,
layout, and publication. Also
over the last year this number
ha§ dwindled considerably,
dwindled, in fact to the point
wht_are there are only in the
reégion of four definite articles
for each edition, dwindled to
the point where An Focal is an
all night task left to two or three
people to type, design, paste
up, and make a nine am
deadline with The Limerick
Leader for it's printing.
But for the reliable contributers
of “Engineering and Science
Speaks”, “Simon Snodgrass”,
“From The Triangle” and
recently “I mBeal an Phobail”,
the diligent work of those who
work in the student union
typing pool, and who supervise
the union office by night, An

Focal could well be a thing of
the past an it could easily have
taken it's place in the archives
amongst it's affore mentioned
predecessors long ago.

| So what is An Focal's future to
| be? When the new year begins
| in September, will An Focal
| return in strength, with a new
committed editorial team or, will
it struggle on with the same
dedicated few who are
determined to keep it alive? If
people do not come forward 1o
help in September then An
Focal will simply remain static
and could possibly go into
decline. There will be no new
ideas or input and it will
become the cereation of an
elitist few , in a sense, “The
Untouchables”.
Writing for An Focal is not
difficult , and all writers for the
coming year will be formally
trained in their chosen field be
it news, opinion or feature
writing. Higher participation in
An Focal is vital to keep it at a
reasonable standard, a
standard acceptable to both
you and \. | am writing this
editorial at one am on Monday
June eight , An Focal must be
in The Limerick Leader office at
nine am, we have yet to design
and lay it out. Under today’s

date on the calender it aptly
reads “ one reason why so few
recognise opportunity is
because it is disguised as hard

work”. Read what will into that.

An Focal

The Editors Kevin Brew,
Maria Casey, and Billy Kirwan

wish to thank
The anFocal Team
= Kevin Messere
* TFergal Gleeson
* Cathal Kelly
=  James Hurley
*  Roibeard O' Ceallaigh
*  John Maguire
= John Bourke
* Rachel Coleman
*  Finnola Bradley
+  Justin Mc Carthy
*  Donal Walde
s  Colm Croffv
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" A Tribute

David Bourke
David Bourke entered college in 1989 in
! the Euro Studies Class specialising in
. Public Affairs in his second year. His
! untimely death came as a sad shock and
he will be greatly missed and remembered
with fondnes_s by all his friends here.
Dave, as he is known here, was born in
, Limerick and grew up in a very ha
| home in Highfield on the Enni i
. Is Road
where he was affectionately known als
Bourkie. Dave is to be commended for the
fact that he was one of the fortunate few to
be able to lead a balanced life in College -
working hard, playing hard for the U.L
Hurling Club and Crowley Cup Soccer
team, and finding time at the end of it all to
socialise. He also hurled with Na Piarsaigh

GAA Club. He played it at every level from

work”. Read what will into that. *  Colm Croffy
And all the Contributors

and Helpers
Maigs Fleming
Jerry Russell
Seamus Fogerty
Andrew Gilligan
Carmel Ryan
Adrian Pilz
mbBad
John Sweeney
Ber Angley
Alan Ralferty
Paul Willlams
Carmel Ryan
Michele O' Dwyer
-  Brian O Farrell
John Brosnan
Maura Adshead

Vera Sweeney

U 12 on and became one of the staunchest
and most loyal members the club has ever
known. He will be remembered as a fellow
who never said much, but put his head
down and did what was put up to him be it
at academic life or on the sports field. Clubs an Socleties
Dave, won't be forgotten by those who - night time supervisors
loved him here in College and those who - typing pool supervisors
knew him and grew up with him in - Anybody not mentioned

Limerick. All our thoughts are with his who should be, you Mnowiwhe
you are, and so do we.

Mum, Dad, his si i :
and all his B na Kaen jhilegh For all their help and dedica-
is relatives. May he rest in peace. tion throughout An Focal's first

year of publication.

Right of Reply

An Focal sees its role as a medium for the dissemination of information and opinion, which readers may require and enjoy.
Inevitably, in spite of our best efforts, we will make mistakes but we wish to ensure that we correct such mistakes as promptly

and as fully as possible. We therefor offer readers who feel they have been unfairly treated in the An Focail a right of reply, subject to
reasonable length and the laws constraining press freedom.We also undertake to publish corrections, on being informed of errors.




| Locking up the 'insane’

tted to P“}Ch atric b tals ¥ there has been an increase |
osp in lrtlznd. In recent Ears be:
: : h (:[;_l:n wWas wmﬂgful cornrnlunl. They have sel up an mg‘“&“{ h‘
ey Num

or pcople subjected to involuntary committal. Carhal Kelly

Each year 2,500 p rily ¢
who subsequently apply to the courts seeking redress for what t

1 g
ple are in

hospital.

An application for a recom-
mendation must be made to a doc-
tor to have a person committed to
a public mental hospital - when it
is proposed 1o commit a person 1o

a private mental hospital the sig-
natures of two doctors is required.
The Act requires that before
signing an order the doctor must
‘visit and examine the person o
whom the application relates’.
The Act does not define what con-
stilules an examination, and the
Courts have ruled that in these

Wrongfully Institutionalised People (WIP) to fight for stronger
at the law surrounding those who find themselves committed to menta

The Mental Treatment Act
1945 is a large and complex piece
of legislation. It has nearly 300
sections, and is broken into nine-
teen parts. Part XIV deals with the
procedures under which a person

may be comumitted 10 a mental

cases “the law does not ﬂ.'aq'll.i.tc a
standard of precision such as might
be appropriate to other aspects of
medical practice”. In effect this
mmthalmmmymlhcﬂﬂﬂd
for a medical examination has been
dispensed with altogether.
Both the medical profession and
. the courts have signalled that there
are problems with this aspect of the
law.
In January this year Dr Niall
Griffin, Chairman of the National
Commitice of RMS'’s, Chief Psy-
chiatrists and Clinical Directors,
said “that it is a pity that the 1945
Act did not specify what an exami-
nation consisted of”. He has been
supported by other doctors who
have said that changes of the cur-
rent law are needed 1o cope with the
cases which have come to light re-
cently.

In a dissenting Supreme Court
Judgement in 1982, Mr Justice
Henchy found that a doclor em-
ployed by the North Western
Health Board had acted with “a
want of reasonable care” because,
among other things, he had not ex-
amined the patient before signing a

receptlion order.

legal protection fi
1 hospital against their will-

tient be discharged, either uncon-
gitionally oF under SUpErvision.
The Board would also automati-
cally review every Six months the
case of a patient detained for more
than two years.

In what appears to be an about-
facconm:pm'lofthcmhﬁsm.ﬂm
Bill was defeated by the govem-
menL In the debate on the 1981
act Dr O'Connell said that “the
provision of a review body is an-
other safeguard’ for mental
patients.. The existence of such a
body will ensure that people will
not be detained for life in mental
hospitals™.

The proposal was essentially a
copy of a British model enacted in
1959. A 1970 investigation on the
operation of these Boards found
that they were, “with varying de-
grees of success,” protecting the
rights of mental patients. However
the report found that they needed
to be vasily improved to more ad-
equately protect the civil liberties
of detained patients.

High Court Permission

A person seeking legal redress

bdikldmedclﬂniono[pu:?:mr
chiatric hospitals. m“ml:i
Jows a person 10 be detaimed |
they are of "unsound mind’. -n‘h
does not specify whaoumm.m_
sound mind’, and does not even re.
quire that the person be a %h
either themselves or others. I P
1949 Clarke case, the Supreme
found Chke'smrﬁnﬂmw
lawful alﬁm.g‘lﬂ'e(‘zﬂda%
his committal stated that Clarke wy
not dangerous 1o others, and 1o cage
wumadﬂlhalhewasbd;gm +
for his own protection.

The Donaldson case m the USA
in 1975 found that there is no congy.
mmmfmmgm
if they are not dangerous and can five
safely without being detaned. The
report inio the English Reviey
Boards cited one case of an yp.

named man W'ﬁohadbacnagﬁ‘eh
Labour politics for over forty h,
including a period as a -

In his tme in the British [

movement he got 10

In Britain, a certifying General following involuntary detention is number of Labour pmt'“' a
Practitioner must have experience required to get the permission of the bers of Govemnmen; m:ml'lm
in psychiatry - this is not required  High Court before taking legal ac-  doctor wanled 15 dara:, h{h:ﬁm

detain al-

by Irish law. British law also pro-
hibits an estranged spouse from ap-
plying for a commitial order against
their husband or wife. Last week

tion against for wrongful detention.
Many of the cases taken under this
requirement have been unsuccessful:
up until the December 1990, the

though he was noy consid o
gerous. The doctor 1014 e i

Review Board that claims 1 e
first name terms with Peers ::!

m‘e Minister ‘for Health, Dr John courts mterpreted the wording of the members of HM's Govem
O’'Connell, s.a:d ‘Lhat he plans to in-  law to mean thal a patient had 10 was evidence of hypoman;
troduce legislation to prevent a  prove their case to a higher standard  lusions of grandeur A
S¢. Joseph'a Hoepital. Ml = spouse from applying to have their  than for other civil ) .
! i ivil cases. Bruce
Ao < 9’:’; s t w":T;;;W was | husband or wife committed if the In June last year the High Court ms,Anwt’:in T}f: "“Wﬂ.mmh.l
couple have separated. I i ] e ’
Garda esco embe | par pomted to another difficulty with the  mental patients on behalf of the



St. Joseph's Hospital, Mulgrave Street where Mary was
taken under Garda escort in December 1988

JOIY = |siyed & o

Health Board had acted with 2

want of reasonable care” becausc.
among other things. be had_ not ex-
amined the patient pefore sigmng &
tion ordet-
“"ii Britain, £ certifymg General
Practitioner must have (‘.)‘.pcr‘iclnc.c
in psychialry - this is not required
by Irish law. British 1aw also pro-
h.;bits an estranged spouse from _ap—
plying for a committal order against
their husband oF wife: Last week

spouse from applying @ have their
husband or wife committed if the

couple have separated.
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uf detained patents.

High Court Permission

A person socking legal rexiress
followmg invohmiary detennon 15
required 10 get the permission of the

than for other civil cases. .
Inhmelaslycmlhe}hghc“m

pointed 1o another difficulty with the

Labour polites for over {(!'rty

meluding & period as a
In his time m the B

Titigh B
movement he gog L%

number of Labowr P o hb‘
bers of Goverp TS ane -

doctor wanied o

though he was ,“d':ﬁn Yem, a1

gerous. The doctg Tideted dag,

Review Board thag chl.-::* han"
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first name eTms wig, p,

Tm
Y B - members of HM® ey 4
z the Minister ealth, Dr 1ed the wordin Mre

: - i John courts MIeTPre ; 5
- A - et ;‘ -t:rmz halz plans moinA Jaw 1o mean that a patient had I.; :‘: ev ;f;ncc of kv :":’”'“mn:m
e “—' O'Connell, sai : <

IIJ dcocc th;gsislar.ion 1o prevent @ prove therr case o a highet S Of: grandeur, and 4
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An American lawyer
nis, spent three years '! =
mental patien’s on 1§ M

requirement 10 get permission. In e American  Civil  Liberties o %
Mary O. was married for thirteen years. She and her husband had four

: o v case” (see  Cases he has dealt with Ui,
i judgement 10 Mary's € ; : ek
::zldr.en. In 1987, and up to the end of 1988 ‘serious matrimonial differ- Review Boards box) Mr Justice Murphy found that right of patienis 1o rece; L
S bm;’as;:ey \r\:e::e descnbcd‘ in the High Court) arose between her and her WIP's cano extend beyond she had established a sufficient case work performed while : iq
s Dx ese ‘differences’ included an assault on her by her husband on el der which a per- 1o justify her © take a case if evi- mental hospitals and fhe el iy
ember 1988. The following day she and her father had a row. On the procedures un

specified minimum stand “gl ®
ment Omof&nmﬁﬁ:m
exlendedmmmmmh“
stitutional night 1o refuse “'Ir
on religious gmmds_mﬁ
the case was a Christian Sciers; -m
if she had been in a general g

dence in her favour was 1O be comn-
sidered by itself. However, he had
also heard the evidence rebutting her
case, and had made a decision on the
facts of the full case, and not just her
application for permission o take an
action. Mr Justice Murphy said that
it would be a ‘‘virtual absurdity”” 10
decline 10 adjudicate on the case. He

son may be detained. Anact passed
by the Oireachtas in 1981 would
have given grealer rights of patients
after detention, but it was never
signed into law by the Minister for
Health, because of the effective op-
position of the medical profession.
In April Nuala Fennell TD (Fine
Gael, Dublin South) published a

hr.:e basis of‘ information given to him by Mary's husband, her father kicked
r out of his house, and told her not to returmn.

Thus, on the evening of the 12th December she found herself at the end

:;s more than a year of marital problems that had culminated in assault by her
band and rejection by her own father. Two calls to the front door that

mw&m to bring more distress for Mary. The first was her husband.

b fmme u(:ep:;zd; ze :or:: and saw him she became hysterical. She drove
e mwlhe &:;he road - process .lhat took about a minute or so.
LR nt door that evening was a team consisting of
an amublance driver. They took her to St Joseph's

instead of a mental Dospua
would have had been allowe She

private members bill which re-in-  said that this would create a situation medication. e
HfﬂSpitaI. on Mulgrave Street, here in Limerick. Mary was detained there for wroduced some of the provisions of in which the same evidence would Issues such as these are oy
:o:;r(fa:;om Gardai took her to the hospital on the order of her husband's e 19_81 st T e h.ave. b presmted Qe ﬂ.‘e e e —
was not her doctor. In the High Court it was accepted that the established a Mental Health Review ~ court, incurmng further costs, with

doctor never examined or interviewed Mary. His decision to sign the

the Green Paper on Mena | “
commital order was on the basis of what her husband and father told him

Board in each Health Board area. the difference being that on the sec-

: was prompled by a o o
combiat s The most important featre of the  ond occasion the court would be de-  ceming the mlpﬂm%
G fwﬂ.h what he saw when her husband called to the house on the Boards would be that a patient de- ciding on the menits of both cases. person can be ed I_ M\
g of 12th December. He said he was aware of the marital problems tained involuntarily (and also cer- committed 1o hosoial

bul;espilc that he called to examine Mary in the company of her husband
ary sought the permission of the High Court to take a case against her

husband'’s doctor and agai i
: gainst the Mid-Western Health Board, wh
Joseph's Hospital. Permission was refused. i

Many of those concerned ‘Mh :
rights see the debate prompied’ k
at the broader legal sim Wi
ing those we regard as mad. s

tain relatives) would have the right
to apply to have their detention re-
viewed. The Review Board would
have the power to direct that a pa-

Green Paper

At the same time that he an-
nounced his intention to introduce
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ENGINEERING & SCIENCE SPEAKS

I[VE CLASS REPS AUTHORITY AND NOT gusT RESPONSIBILITY

In this the final edition of An Focal, it is surely an appropr
ity to reflect on the year that's been in it, some of the issues rmml,w:::f::nu-
puil) i ose

L 1o know
much inierest and/ ar thought the column generated in it maiden )’t-u.er:ll.lm‘;
AT, col-

S A7 ;rMI_Thd wit_h sumlf kind of slant, and this ane admittedly has h
rong stdent bias. This I believe is a healthy and A fo;u;n ad In
1 ES"‘“"&' ‘F‘r col-

ymn for reasons I will h'?q..ﬂy expound upon. Also this column has at oliff
| mes beent very strongly influenced by it

r'li“‘f by this column. It would be interesting, wouldn't j

one sident’s experience (ie. that
g : . A -¢. that of the
quthar), 50 that in this the final anticle T will be associated with, I include the

comments of 4th Year Electronics Class Rep, Sean Killeen, arising out of a brief

intervieW I conducted with him, regarding principally the role of Class Rep in

this University :

Bur with regard once again (o the Ml bias of this column, I defend it as an
entirely healthy and necessary one.in a faculty where student opinion is seldom
sought, more rarely still ofrmxt and when it is offered, is so invariably ignored
by the stfling and unrelenting autocracy of the UL educational and administra-
: Stdents are not challenged 1o think creatively or responsibly in

\erms of what they might contnbute o University life, or life outside of the Uni-
versity for that matier. Any thinking that does exist centres strictly around the in-
dividual’s privale inlerests, dominated as they more often than not are by the ulti-
mate narrow-minded goal of self-preservation and litle else.

Why be creative when the path to success is 5o long-established and clearly de-
fined? The following is the UL Safe Cross Code:
(i) Go 1o lectures and take notes.
(i) Go 1o labs and write lab reports.
(iii) Go 0 itorials and acquire tutonal sheets.
(iv) Get exam papers and acquire exam solutions.
(v) Get a hold of a few books to fill in any gaps along the way (i.c. largely 10
make up for lecturing defiencies).
(vi) Limit all non-academic activity to a minimum.
(vii) Learn everything by heart and sit exam.
Why be responsible, and for example demand higher lecturing standards, when
one is only passing through? University of Limerick is in so many ways anala-
gous 1o a London tube station. How many people passing through a London tube
sation demand cleaner Joos? How many students passing through UL demand
only the best lecturing standards? It would appear that lecturers and lecturing
suandards are as peripheral a concemn 1o the average UL student as tube station
wilets are o passengers of the London Underground.
,uﬂyc:badasdwsysmmaybemdwbm!oflimes. when we the students
refuse o take any degree of responsibility ourselves, the system serves our mter-
ests Jess still, the blame for which lies firmly with the apathetic and grumbling
students amongst us. I fear that too often such students are in a considerable ma-
jority over those who do become responsibly involved.

gve Sys eI

By James Hurley 4th Elec Eng,

Moving on however 1o the aforementioned intervicw with one student who did
become responsibly involved. Presented below are the questions 1 put 1o Sean
and his frank replies.

Sean, why did you become Class Rep?

Chiefly, over the mumber of hours we were faced with in studymg seven mod-

ules when we retumed from Coop. 1 believed that the number of hours exceeded
that of the academic regulations. 1 felt that someone should represert quicter ele-

ments in the class who would have particular difficulty with the increased work-
load.

Mhat hav ; Sy
The petition about the number of hours was unfortunately unsuccessful, although
mindatory hours were slightly reduced for this years 3rd Years. In 3rd year we

organised a class party, barbecue, soccer matches, and even a picnic on the front
lawn!

In 4th year there were a number of more sober academic issues such as a Student
Based Lecture Assessment (SBLA) of a particular lecturer many had com-
plained about. 70 forms were filled out, before the fear arose within the class that

if we pressed ahead we'd get bad results. Thus the issue was abandoned.

1 was also very involved (with others) in making a protest 1o MSF regarding their
witholding of student grades earlier this year in their dispute with the University
Authorities.

On a lighter side, we staged the annual Class Party, designed and printed Class
T-shirts, organised Snooker and Squash events, and put together a Class Year-
book soon to be made available. 1 say **we” becanse without a few key commit-
ted individuals who put a lot of time and effort in. these things would never have

mitioy
Class members want a Class Rep 1o represent academic issues Student Union
leaders want Class Reps 1o represent Union affairs.
Department heads want someone who will reduce the number of people who
have effective contact with the system. As Class Rep however, you approach
Falculty Heads purely with the stats of an ordinary student. The result of all of
this is that overall student effectiveness experiences no increase.

Do you think it was worthwhile?

Sometimes 1 felt like 1 was working in a void. There was nonetheless personal
satisfaction in bringing organisation where hitherto there had been none. Also 1

would say that the Student Union Training Weekend was very good this year,

In a class as large as Electronics there should probably be four Class Reps. As
Class Rep you have to be prepared 1o put yourself out for things you may only

have a limited interest in. Be approachable and delegate responsibility.

Personally, 1 believe Sean anempted

and achieved a great deal more than
many of his predecessors. Sudents
should realise how taking responsibility
upon oneself can produce resulis. On
the other hand, the effectiveness of

even the most responsible and cormmmil-

ted of Class Reps is severely limied by
the lack of authority afforded 1o him or
her by the system.




| the other hard, the effectivencss of
even the most respomnsible and comamit
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Go noisely amid peace and
think what fun that could be
in the library.

As far as possiblebe on
good terms with all bar staff.
Tell lies blatantly but convine-
ingly. Never listen to others
especially the dull and

ignorant, they have only
boring stories. Avoid quiet and
passive persons they too can

love, for no romance is en-
chanting enough to replace a
roll in the perennial grass.
Take life easy and never
surrender the things of youth.
Drink the world of Spirits to
shield you of misfortune. Do
not distress yourself with
parental ambitions, for many
fears are not those of your own.
Go beyond wholesome

bore.
ifyou compare yourselfto | 2o " 01 hidhood

others, you will come out on e:q)ixea-ndynuwﬂhave mi

top, for always there wil be two kids and a rmrtgagea\s'eou :

i;“:ragemm than yourself. are a child of the university,
your achievenments and as good as the kid next

go on the raz. door was, he did not get here!

Keep an interest in Do ot pity Ed. but be

happy for him, whatever you

companions' careers, however
concieve him to be. And

humble, one day they might

be good for a fiver. Exercise whatever labours you endure
atz::son in your business in order to remain here in the
for the world s full of quiet confusion of your head,
persons just like you. And let keep on good terms with the
this caution open your eyes to cops.
the lack of virtues that exist. Therefore live your life like
Many persons strive for one long party. Life with all it's
excellence, and they will most shame, drudgery and broken
certainly piss you off. Be dreams is worth sleeping off.
yourself. Especially never fake | yet, be daring, strive to win.

orgasams. Be cynical about The Baker.

A Thrills & Swoon Romance -

by Prunella Scumwortiny.

“ A Sparkling tale of Romance
between a resplendent piece of
manhood and a sultry maiden
The campus buzzed with activity, a
myriad of colours dotting the lawn
beside a glittering fountain. A
fizzy spray launched itself all over
the tanned body of the gorgeous
man in the dazzling lab coat, his
calculator and pristine pocket
protector twinkling under the glare
of the golden ball of the sun.
His scarlet flares flappd gracefully
around his hush - puppies. His
medallion, nesting in a vertitsble
forest of chest hair, glinted from
beneath his fitted orange tank top.
His side burns grazed his jaw
bone. How masculine, she cooed.
His tartan socks caught her eye -
she hummed a caichy Daniel O’
Donnell hit tune 1o herself. She
had always found herself humming
when she was attracted to a man
such as he.
Now, how was she going to strike
up a conservation woth this
intruiging stranger ? she decided to
take the plunge. Defily patting her
new hairdo, she tucked her shirt
collars into the waistband of her

kilt. Her white knee socks were

* he grinned, revealing oright weeth |
all four of them ). She pulled 2 much
handled card from her knacker slastic,
nestling snuggly at her knee
1s a novena for the speedy retum of
you spectacies ™ she offered, a
crimson glow lightening her cheeks,
not unlike the glow emmated from a
nuclear power plant after a severs
leak.
She was so close 10 him now, she
could smell the faint aromaoct omon

imrnaculate - virginal, as were her
new pink platforms. ** Could you
take a look at my stanstics ? * she
simpered, batting her eyelashes ( an
inexpensive investment ), as she
handed him her maths project.
“No *, he said, * Unfortunately m
bifocals are being mended in th'
opticians **. His rich, throaty
brogue fair made her bacon and

cabbage somerault in her stomach.
* Oh Lordy, I'm sorry for bothering
you*, “ There's no harm in asking

“Here

and carbolic soap, she melied. Those

* Nice day * he venmured. “ Tobe
sure *, she replied, and well she
should know, for the heat of the sun,
and sudden upsurge in hormonal
activity, had struck her vest 1o her
back. And so they chaited, as the sun
sank like a ball of burning sodium
beyond the horizon.
That night, their flowering relation-
ship reached a shuddermg, cataclys-
) mic climax as they sal panting, side
by side, their contented faces it by
the solitary flicker of the opac

terminal, she knew the buming ache
in her heart ( or maybe her bowl 7')

Was o more.
Fin.
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"A typical technocrats college in the
midst of a cultural desert."Padraig
Crimmin (B.A.) 4th Business

"We should export all the nerds to Mary I. and import all
the new arts people, (mainly girls!)” Ber Angley 11th Year Ents
Co-Ordinator
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th "We should export all the nerds to Mary I. and impost aﬁnts
e new arts people, (mainly girls!)’ Ber Angley 11th Year
Co-Ordinator Y2 : —

i i 13 : m !
{ SYSTemS = can't live with them cantt live without the

1sfy our genius at Work ? Well ng o .
Oh dear 4 years down and only bem?'s medmsy:kljmn s;?:u?of our and I'm not claiming n&‘n:‘;\rm =
ever 1 contribution made 1o any c.ravmg fu.r 2 fe:nse a meaning 10 ( for I'm not sa\isﬁequ"_:“g .
newspaper or compilation, and that lives, or gIVINg & i ) even though they might I'rm ; -
once everellon e SOV mﬂ;- le whose conversaton twists aware of it, lets not say l'nnAxy: oy
not try again, last ditch ]ast minute g ;‘i’s e 3 i hetractand Mo e ane
? Maths are only logical y
ay have annoy many other people. People y logical and A
nOﬁmyr:mc::f:i;wm in this who donot accepl or adhere 10 ﬂ_m heid al:tstr:tg mhm “mﬁm%‘: _
college. This University. A three 11 rules and regulauons‘ or oor.nvmuom mlev Y humans we may be
week - with exams ( supposedly ) at of the wider society In thc_h wa‘ ng what from our seta
the end of each term system. Flipit, exist often experience discnnunanc?n. 1°f)k hke patiems where from ot
can be a hard system, and looks like What would seem to be the main v:e\:vpomtsmpanmmm Ou
it's going to be changed now for thing, without rambling o, is, to the logic may be other beings nsaniny |\
another system ! Always a system. brain which would seem to control Or maybe not. Our systems myh !
From when we're bom and before 1o the hand which seems to control the other systems chaos. Our chags A i
our funeral and rotting there are pen fronm which the ink flows 10 be a system. Or maybe not. W::Z
jes They should sell flagons in the shop” systems. Some people tend to get fed | form recognisable patierns ?which the point of all this? Well why s
fiocy 15t Business up with them. Some people try to then form sense making units o those

change them. O.K. but without some
sort of system where are we ? It
appears we, in 5o far as we are human

should there be a point ?

Yours sincerely and forever i} \
change our mind '

Emetal ( 4th European)

trained in their use in these particular
combinations . All our experience is
human. Well doggone. A genius. A
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"Too academic, great social life."Lisa
Fields 1st Euro
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Well here we are, at last Stables
| Club News column for the year. We
.' hope that it has been useful 10 some

| of you over the past 9 months.

Friday - Peter O'Malley
Week 11 - Thursday - Willy

Brown

Fridsy - Boombabies
Samurday - Kevin Sullivan

Thank - You

Stables Club News

our customers for their sugges-
bons, support and good cheer
throughout the year. We'd like 1o
wish everyone sitting exams the
very best of luck an dalso to all
those heading off for the summer
(for co-op or summer work). A
special mention has 1o go 1o all the
4th years leaving student life 1o
face the big, bad “real” world - we

wish them well.

Stolen Property.
Because this is the last Stables

Club News for the year, this is

also the last request for people 10

punitive action will be taken
against people returmning siolen
property 1o either the S.U. or the
Stables Club. PLEASE give a liule
it would help a lou!

Last but not definitely not least
we'd like 10 say good-bye 1o the
outgoing 5.U. President Colm
Croffey (who will be back on
campus in January and the Deputy-

President Donal Waide (who
swears that he's going (o go and
stay gone) - thank you both for all
of your invaluable help and support
over the past year.

"Loved every minute of it except week 11,
made great friends." Rita Birmingham 4th
Business

| The Stables Club Management return Stables Club property to the GO N-EIRI AN BOTHAR
'I Commitiee woul like o thank all Club before you leave. No LIBH GO LEIR!
j AL
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DECADENT JUNE
HIGHLIGHTS AT THE
BELLTABLE

The aptly named Naked
Theatre Company will
present the first June
highlight at the Belltable
when they open on Monday
June Sth with their superbly
reviewed production of
DECADENCE by Steven
Berkofl. The show will run
for six nights until Saturday
13th and has been described

as

“wicked . shocking..outrageous™.

You have been warned!

The inimitable Anna
Manahan and Frank Kelly
take to the stage from the
15th to 20th June in a new
adaptation of Eric Crosse’s
THE TAILOR AND ANSTY.
The play was written in
1942, chronicles the lives of

a storytelling tailor and his
wife who lived all their lives
in Garrynapeaka, Gougane
Barra. It was instantly
banned by both Church and

State!
The newlv formed

Madonna - the unauthorised biograpPhy

ristopher Andersen

by Ch
reviewed by John Maguire
% safely cut therefore, from young Madonm, i,
Christopher Andersen's book begins where it should. with the aﬂ:c.t;mr ::.‘1 wiser Madonna. 1 have skipped much of :::;:
Wh\mtml}tmqmm-sw}dmmw m' gmultthsmwvrcan1ﬁx\dummhM
becoming a star,
nia Josing her virginity.
Madc < ¢tcctmwveplckuptthal¢,-,u\'

Penn. Her wedding was different to other peopic’s. It was totally

secret. Even the caterers weren't told . The whole “operation” Was | 7 L ¢ cetera
hﬁx‘k:dupbymanncdp:rsmu)d]andaguanis{DCﬁalﬂt ,m-wymk.msam&ﬂmmhb%
gate with a .375 Magnum. stopping reporters. The wholc affair D | and become the greatest star in the galaxy. You
Sﬂlark'sanadamla'smtham.]avﬁhﬂdlandmiﬂg‘hc o o '_mdmmmmhh
casual viewer with the feeling of just escaping Caligua’s feast. Al e on Top of the Pops circa 1983, Andersen himsely >
his nuptuals, when a helicopter hovered overhead. lhegrm:;t ran fn“‘ut:ﬁa“mﬂ_ and his subject matter &m‘tas\mgm::h
down to the beach and wrote FUCK OFF in 20 foot leters I . . He continually describes Madonng
- s would originally appear a
sand. the edge of a cliff. "Propheti- | t that she is the
T e g e i | it oot tmtios S
hlm(;rsu e . : n plaaty s day. She has become an ida] -
P- _head arnie on a poor day. an idal for
The unblushing bride was born in 1958. Her real name is acid t successful women of the 80's and 90'S. yet this ftsey
Madonna, as was her mother's who died when Madonna #9= - sved. Fair play to the woman, she is great alﬂhudh‘
quite young. Her family was quite affulent. and not the blue- | SEROOEIC L iy ot of niggling doubts in my mind
collar type that Madonna has created. Andersen makes s ummx which is make-believe is rarely as hﬁ
Madonna'scarlyy\:arssccmlikcLhoscofSLTcresaoIAvilla. read this : Mado food 2
that which is genuine, and let's face it } mham“

in that he asserts that Madonna wanted to be a nun, and her
catholic upbringing was stifling and bizzare. “Crucifixes are
sexy...there’s a naked man on them.” If Madonna went toa
wake would she find the corpse sexy as well?

There is very little point in trying to write about Madonna's
life in the conventional manner. but Andersen does anyway.

One thing everyone does know about the woman is that she
has created herself. She is an invention, albeit an iconic
invention. Madonna's mother died when she was five, so the
author goes into the hum-drum of how the little girl “didn’t
want to lose™ her father when he married again. A memorable
line from her film, “Truth or Dare™ is when our herione
explains how she often crawled into bed with her father and
“fall asleep just after he fucked me". Cue inane giggle, “Just

Kidding".
The pages dealing with Madonna’s childhood are much
more interesting than what follows, which is not usually the
case with biography. In the latter part of the book. Madonna's
considerable achievement becomes a litany of figures and a
dreary procession of dates and places and people ad nau-
seum. Madonna herself does not add to this, with her
thoughts on her mother’s death,” It was then I said. 0.k I
don't need anybody. I can stand on my own and be my own

person and not belong to anybody.™ Each line of this drivel

\w plm]c‘\' u\lrlg h\*ed—
One interesting aspect to this book is Andersen’s COmparison of
Madonna and Michael Jackson. Both are cbviously Ul milliee,

selling stars, but Madonna (Andersen would have us believe)
always wanted to be black. and Jackson apparently wants 1o be

beige. They both deal in sex. Madonna giving the image fang
those words are important) of the whored-out tart , while Michay

gives us a child-like innocence of sex and sexuality. Jackson deay
in Love, Madonna doesn'L “If I could be a symbol ... 1t would be
Marily Monroe....she became an adjective.” No. | don't know whag

she mean’s either. However, Madonna is not an easy target for
good writing, but she is a commentary on something. God knows
what, but the Iady is a commentary on something. Christopher
Andersen doesn't know either.
Having said all that. 1 did enjoy the book. Theres
macabre about investigating a person’s life. It's like those tours of
Hallywood graves. There's a lot in this book for everyone, o
nay, like the fact that between 1987 and 1991, Madonna had 100
lovers or that she has bought the grave plot beside Marivn
Monroes so that their dust can intermingle for etemnity. You know
the kind of guff 'm talking about. What this book dees not tell us
is why Madonna is so phenomenally successful
This book does continue however the list of book's you must
read over the summer. Not quite Joyce, but rather the jovee of a

sounds like a line from a song-title, it sounds like some
hideous thumping chart-topper.

new generation.

END OF TERM

ENTERTAINMENT
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banned by both Church and
Statel
The newly formed
Pigsback Theatre Company
present THE TENDER TRAP
from 22nd to 27th June. The
scene - Somewhere between
Hollywood and Monaco 1956
- he’s rich and gorgeous, he's
a prince - she's sexy, she's
charming, she's a petrol
pump attendant. Every-
thing's set for a fairy tale
wedding....... ! According to
the Irish Times, the show is
“Totally unstuffy and ach-
ingly funny...Really some-
thing rather special.”

The Belltable has also
launched a wonderful special
members offer. For the small
sum of £15 you can become
a member of the Belltable for
1992. The membership runs
until December 31st 1992. If

you bear in mind the mem-
bers offers for the three
shows outlined above are
worth £30 alone, you'll agree
that the membership
represents excellent value.

THURSDAY NIGHT
The end of term festivities kick
off with a disco in Costelloes. On
the Thursday night
admittance on the door will be
£2.50, £2 as you get on the bus.
Buses from the Stables at 11.15

p-m. and from the Hurlers at 11.45
p-m.
FRIDAY NIGHT

On the Friday night as is
traditional we have the annual end of

term Bar - B - Q. This year's event
happens a little nearer home at the
Two Mile Inn.

The line up will be two discos,
one in the large main area, where
next to the D.J.'s Box, the bar will be
selling from 12to 1 a.m. cockuails (
Black Russians eic. ) for only £2
each. Meanwhile in the Kitty's area
of the venue the bar there will be
offering a Budwiser promotion, see
posters for exact details which will
alsorun from 1210 1 am.

The Bar - B - Q itself will happen
in the enclosed open air space at the

Members offers in 1991
amounted to a saving of a
princely saving of £324!

back of the venue which is a newly
set up area. There will be a live band

END OF TERM ENT

moght remember playing mn
theCanteen during the Mul Cultural
Food Fair. They play a blend of
Trad, Rock and Ceili. Some of An
Cumanmn Gaelach will be available 1o
try and help you with those difficult
steps ( no that does nol mean they
will carry you home after your fill of

those cheap cockiails )
The food on offer (it’s all part of

your ticket price ) will be better than
mostL year's

( burgers and hotdogs )it will
consist of lamb and beef kebabs,
served with mushrooms, peppers,
onions and salad ( your food token

will be artached to your
ticket ). If you want additional

food it will cost you a £1, the Bar -B -
Q ‘ed food will be served from 11
am.to 1 am. and will be served in
the open air space. In the event of
bad weather the band and food will
operate from the Function Room (
3rd area ) adjacent 1o the Courtyard.
Tickets are £4 ( first 100 ) £5 the resL

SATURDAT NIGHT

Unfortunately we are hit
by the lack of availability
of venues ( most venues are

* Celtic Airs ** who some of you

nights by the venues them-
selves ). However we will
have 3 discos in operation on
saturday night. The first one
being in the Glentworth
Hotel, the second in the
Function Room of the Two
Mile Inn & the third in
‘Hoggies' in Fibbers. These
gigs will be by

ticket only, so to be sure of
entry on to the bus and also

to get in and be there by

12.30 p.m.

It is vital that you get tickets as ;

last year many 4th year's were left sale from the Ents desk in the
canieen

team up to bring you a disco m
Costello’s, this will be ideal for \
those going on Co -Op or finishing
up this year. Adm will be £2.50
with the bus leaving the Stables a1

—

1lp.m.
End of Term Tickets
Tickeis for all the end of term

gigs (and remember 10 ensSure entry

buy a ticket in advance) go on sale

Tuesday of exam week (also

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday)
from 11.30am to 1pm. and 2 30¢
1o Spm.. Tickets will only be on

!

advance

outside the venue because they had
no tickets. However if we do get
an overflow we will try and make a
provision with another venue.
Tickets for Saturday nights gigs
will be £4. Buses 11 p.m. Stables,
11.30 Hurlers.
SUNDAY NIGHT

The Sunday night it's the
Business Ball, check with 3rd and
4th Business Class Rep's.

MONDAY NIGHT
On the Monday night ( Week
12) the S.U. Ents and Softball Club

Bar-B-Q Buses
Buses wil leave the Stables at
10pm., Hurlers and Spaights at
11 30pm. and will be going back 10
Castletroy with the first leaving at
1.40am, the second at 230am. apx.
(the gig will end at 2.45am.)

STAURDAY BUSES

9.00PM Sharp- Hogys - Fibbers
10.15pmSharp- Two mile
11.20pmSharp- Glenthworth

in regular use on Saturday

|
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END OF TERM &

Thursday

Disco Costelloes Adm.
£2.50 at door, £2 getting on
bus.

Friday
The Annual End of Term

Bar-B- Q-Two Mile Inn, all
areas included-Open-air
courtyard (extra venue if bad
weather) From 12 to lam
cocktalls £2 Also Budweiser
promotion 2 discos and
“Celtic Airs™ Tickets (incl.
good Bar-B-Q food) £4 /£5

Saturday
Gig “A" Disco Glentworth
54
Gig “B" Disco function
room Two Mile Inn £4
Gig "C'Disco Hoggies cdub w
@ Fibbers £4 :
Monday WK12 .
Softball club Costelloes :
Adm. £2.50. a
-

See write up for ticket and

event. Make suxe 10 dat
lcuer. 1 have already received
leners from ladies Tagoy.
environmental sociel
stmdent info system., ¥ olleyball
club, campus T.V. and pasketball
club.

Cheer

and as seen Us
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ing in the first term (D.C.U. v 0" of you for free discos in the Stables. = Would yoqui.:;e Lo see more 1e:0rc :
UL). So next term will be a - The films will begin Tuesday  § E »
time for visiting students. We ||/ (J[y enfel'l'dln' week 13 There will be free.  m Comedy Yes No a
should also have the use of (by 5 tea and coffee served, and = .

then) the re-opened Arthurs lng yeqr you can bring friends. e et Ay new\déa' or special events you would like &
Warehouse which by looking 5 ®  tosee happening :
at the plans look quite impres- Ber, Bllly & Conlact Ber _l'or updated n a
sive. And again should prove info: 061/333644 ext2368. = i
popular, also a possibility will Enfs crew \

...I.lIIIIlIlIIIIIIIIIII.IIIIIIJ



The Snodgra

Snodgrassoholics will hav
ras ;
indeed as an An Focal without Snodg e el 1 talk &

we are in the final weeks of the acade

column so I'll avoid them. I could also

plan to fill many articles next term with tgnﬂd S {mpressions |
Campaign for a Space Shuttle to Schumann ).

e noticed I didn't field

my first year in University it seems like a
f University life were

ceptions O
As a young fellow my preconcep f Fire “.

more or less culled from the early parts of © Charlols ?1 ¥
I could just picture myself strolling Trinity’s leafy courtya

with a tattered old latin grammar book tucked under my
oxter. I would be studying some wonderfully impracticle
course like Philosophy, Classic Civilisation or Archaeology
perhaps. The kind of thing you'd survive with about two
hours study a week. And at night I'd search out some quiet
little studentbar in my tweed coat and slowly sip the night
away. (No I do not hold a student pub in my coat pocket ).
Reality of course is rather different. We live in a Q.C.A

p.articulnr r
of campus life.

he CSSS (
Fllv: <een * Battlestar Galactica “ and in that they always had

little shuttles to take them to the peripheral spaceships of the
fleet. None of your moonwalking there 1 can tell you. Quiet
frankly if the Galactica can have it then U.L. should have one toq

[ talked to Ed Walsh about its possible introduction. He
described it as an © intersting concept “ and that he would * o0

into it =. If the financing aspect of this project is causing him
angst he need have no worry as 1 am willing to make a contriby-

tion to get the ball rolling. A figure of 30 pence is being muted at
the moment which seems more than generous in these recession-

ridden society where even those who have done well are
constantly looking over their shoulder in worry. Over achiev-
ers clutter the library day and night and it's always the people

on 3.5 who worry most. To those people I say University days
are days you should remember fondly, its not the end of the

world if your Q.C.A. drops by .2. 1 mean FAS have some very
interesting courses these dsays ( supressing a snigger ). Many
of my best friends are in apprenticeships ( laughing uncontol-
lably ) No it's hopeless | can't defend those guys any longer.

Did you join a Club or Society this term ? If not you should

be ashamed of yourself. Say one Our Father and three Hail
Mary’'s and promise to join one next term.

Still on the schedule of how campus life might be improved

something really must be done about the Schumann reading

ary ames.
A starfleet of course, will also be required to {ly the shuttle from

the foundation to Schumann and back. no previous aeronautical

experience required in fact it will be frowned upon. Applicants

should assemble in the Stables Courtyard on Friday Week 11 at
1. An inverted goldfish bowl should be worm on you head (

preferably empty ).
If you dont think the starfleet life is for you perhaps you might

consider a small contribution to the Simon Snodgrass Foundation
which is an umbrella group for all manner of worthy causes.
Apart from the CSSS these include the CRBL { details are in
previous article ) the CICHSCE ( Campaign for the Introduction of
Compulsory Hebrew Studies for College Entry ). The CSPSJR

(Campaign toSend Pork to Starving Jews in Russia ) among
others. All money contributed to the foundation will be quickly

rooms for cramming, I believe in energy conservation and hence 1
bejeve all this journeying uncalled for. Its a damned waste of time
not to mention the fortune it costs in shoe leather. That's why I'm

spent helping those who help themselves. Accounts are audited
annually by the reputable accounting firm Snodgrass and

o

slarting my latest and most ambitious campaign yet - Snodgrass.



Students Interests in the Hands of the President, Dr. Waish.

Trathnéna
seachtain a hocht,

uair deirnach

ag ocaid poibli

Aoine,
chonai-
ceamar ar fad Jack Daly don

mar
Chathaoirleach ar an Olls-

choiste ata | geceannas ar sin
faol lathair.

Ni raibh moran suim ag
Ed | gcas mhaintir Thuam-
humhan. Chaith se an
chuid is mé6 doibh isteach ar

coil. Ni fios go f6ill ar a chursa matamatica nach
bhéas tofa mar Chathao- raibh feiluineach  dhoibh
irleach ina ait. Seo ceist an - beag na mor.

tabhactach mar cé a bhéas

in ann muidne, na mic

Maidir leis an “ Co - Op
Oflice * bheinn in ann leab-

chuadar suas. Jocann na
mic leinn anseo nios mo na
aon colaiste tria leibheal sa
tir agus cén fath? Ni bh-
fuaireamar aon leithscéal
né tuairisc on White
House” agus dearfainn
nach geloisfimis an fhirinne
6 Ed Walsh go deo mar
gheall ar an ~ Money Racket
* ata ar siual anseo.

Cad mar gheall ar an

léinn a chosaint 6 Ed.

Chuir Ed tas leis an
NIHE i Luimnigh. Ta
sar - obair deanta aige
6 thaobh forbairt na

hOllscoile de, agus
ta cla agus cail air da
bharr ar fud an dom-

I mBeéal
an Phobail

dteanga fhéin, an
Ghaeilge. Nil Ed sasta le
polaisaithe oifigial an
Stat a glacadh ach
faigheann sé leath no
nios mé don airgead 6n
Star chun an Ollscoil a

hain.

Ach cad ata ag teastail
uaidh ?An oideachais is fearr
trin leibhéil sa tir, ni déigh
liom é. Measaim go bhfuil
nios mo suim aige ina “ego”

féin. Ni fheictear timpeall na
hOllscoile é ar chor ar
bith.O thaobh oideachais,
rinne sé an iarrachtai agus
fés ta an choras “semesteri-
sation” a choinneail aige in
aghaidh tuil na mic léinn
agus an Combhairle Acadinil.
Nil a fhios agam né ag einne
eile cad a dheanfaidh an

airgead iontrala.
lucht
mbliana ach anuraidh , ara
anuraidh agus blianta eile,

hair a scriobh mar gheall
orthu. Ach is feidir a ra
nach bhfuil moran * Excel-
lence “ agus “ Relevance” ag
baint le na postanna a fuair
na mic léinn on Colaiste
Gné agus on Colaiste
Ailionna i Euro Disney.

Le gach blian a bhi meé
anseo thainig meada ar an
Nil an

ar an Ollscoil i

rith . Chuirim an cheist
aris, an instittid oideachais é seo
no” propaganda machine™?

Ta an-chuid déanta ag
Ed, an-job go deo. Ach, an
bhfuilfimid sasta go ndearna
sé na h-iarrachtai seo ar ar
son noé ar a shon féin.

An Spailpin Fanach.
P.S. Go n-éiri le gach
einne ins na scrudaithe agus
go mbéimid af fad aris anseo
Mean Fhomhair seo chu-
gainn.

Farewell U.L

Anﬁddwmaddmmgsih'mofdnrmdh\gmmgdtzmmh
shsdmrnagﬁcmnﬂxum}ymmgu.yﬂwuymug\ww::
mcCMMmeademnw@h Mp:n {
munughmcmwmmafmgmmﬁﬂ\MWCOmesmw jear o
never seeing the friends who blissfully graced mch:styfm's ofyanomﬁ
This only refers to Trimty exams. People graduate, get jobs, grow =
'Ihisfacloflifcofummz‘msUrd\‘:rd:ammmnvmwmpoqm;j

other exams. hisnml}yuagicihmaﬁaallﬂ'ucpy.moflnu;ma@ orgea
ble moments that it all ends with a quick handshake or hug while acing to graba

hook before the library closes. Iam always d;sappl:mm:d at the way that s.o m
students leave the campus the moment they finish their final exam. Especially if

they finish ther exams a day or SO before | do, 1 cannot say good\;yc.llaﬂmn

properly. Evmmngswhpmmmmmwe'eg .“ . T'hcrrmthssos:!ﬁsﬂy

pre-occupied with the burden of academic n:s?(mS'.bﬂu:{ u‘us forefront that it has

no time for the nostalgic sadness which may lingex for life if one cannot give a

proper farewell 10 a good friend. But there is thatpsychological vibe which by now

we all hav e grown akin to : - the feeling that all friends are ransistory. Would we

even recognise some of our primary school class now ? do we even care 7 What

makes this author shudder is the draconian thought is that he will not give a darmn

about my currently closest University friends in ten years from now. So the feeling

ofien occurs to me why even bother say goodbye to them. Why waste falling wio

childish sentiment for a couple of seconds on someone | shall not see agam. Ismtu

a form of necrophilia ? 1 dissent from this opinion. We must treasure the past, as

on the pyramid of time the past is that broad base of experience we gamed from the

freedom of University life. As we walk through life, although we get higher, the
freedom becomes narrower and narrower. The human brain has two functions,
firstly it operates our functions and secondly it stores our memories. This author

has heard the harrowing accounts of people who suffered from the trauma of
amnesia. Itis not a glamourous condition unlike the way the movies porrays Lo
be: Itis a homrifying experience to find yourself with no money of who you are or
where you came from. Those passing friends are a symbol of our past, of what the
best years of our lives were like. In years 10 come, as memones of places fade, the
reaquaintance of old friends, each with their tattered memones combming to help
re - visualise these glory days, shall be a pleasure of nostalgia that we are all oo
young to yet understand. Give grand farewells 10 these people, they personify who

. Th hentage.
you are now. They are your heritage Brian O’ Farrell
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HE PRO-CHOICE CASE: A CRITIQUE

peen :Ire'-"“’ that sbortion is NOL new, that it is a practice as old as his

.{ s MY pe true but what is so disturbing about abortion today is 'lhr

iy 17 e phenomencr. Never before have:so many sbortions been recorded
an estimated 55 million per anmum). And this in an age which b

advances which have permitted doctors to study and treat ‘_hcm“

L in ways never possible before. It is indeed a cruel irony that this ‘N::

ves s an instrument of such widespread destruction in the hmd:

51
i freland stood alone among the nations of the western world
o onstitution and in its laws, the right 1o life of the unbom ch;:.
ol conception. It has, however, been subject 10 mnsidcml;i
5 e within and from outside to conform o the norm. This .;
. “m-_n.siﬁ‘-'d in the aftermath of the Supreme Court ruling in the “Auﬂr:n -
s s e which has effectively legalised abortion in certain ctrcu:'ly

qances: s onoe again at a cmr:smmis and she must choose. In this article 1 pro
-« . cailic ally, the pnnclpa]. arguments put forward 1o justify her l.nk-
s which leads 1© legalised abortin. -
that, :.n certain Cl.l‘CI.llTI.SanOcS. abortion is required 1o save
mothet. In this contextit is important o distinguish between direct

direct 2F on refers 10 medical or mrg:rfn] procedures required (o treat the

- which may lead 1© m_c dcmh.“r lhc. child. It should be noted that, in Ire-

i othe 0 ;,m’“’du""s which fall nto this category have always been permit
‘“J Tt 10 greatment 15 denied the mother on the grounds that she is preg-

";.L".[

In L‘f.l!]l’.ﬁLﬁL the |‘-'ﬂﬂClp:!} aim of direct abortion is the deliberate destruction

, yniborm child The question is, then, whether or not direct abortion is ever
£y [0 SAVE the life of the mother. In a recent statement, four of the Ire-

: t.,'-,.j.‘ ng professors of gynaccology and obsterics categorically stated that
¢ “no medical circumstances justifying direct abortion, that is, no circum-

- the life of the mother may only be saved by directly terminating

;-iq g that whether or not you are personally in favour of abortion
.y have 1o right 10 impose your Views on anyone clsc. Women have the right

Y - - . .
and any auempt (o resirict Lheir options is an unacceptable infringe-

.;, choose,

;-;.;;;! of this r‘ighL

E The pro-choice stance ultimately finds jts roots in philosophical subjectivism
and mordl relativism. In plain English, it is based on the denial of the existence of
ool ahsolutes. THUS, what is wrong for you may not necessarily be wrong for
»mebody else- And consequently, o legislate against i, is 1o impose your view
on others. From this pagqxx;:jvc it is easy to see how elements of the pro-choice
Jobby insist that they are also pro-life. They are against abortion bfn in favour of
owing other people have it if they so wish.
Al first sight this would seem 1o be a plausible argument and has convinced
not 2 few pwp]g who find difﬁcuhy mamciling their m-ﬁfc fee]mgs with the

all

sympathy they foe] for a woman with & crisis pregnancy, especially when she isn

victim of rape.
m'n.IYn:t; mkwh’“h)f the argument is based on a less than solid foundanon
e v::::::m'- upon closer examination. For if there me no moral ab-
i 15 is lrh‘:u strong condemnation of rape. If the pro-choice ar-
legalised B‘:ﬂw ;nnldu‘ rmulandis o rape then it follows that it o should be
s h‘nm = act of the matier is that there ARE moral absolutes. Rape 1S
g h:inmng- Sexual harassment IS wrong. And the killing of an ino-
sonally T think i 15 vpomg JET ot good enough 1o stand back and say “Per-
has not anl ¢: $)trong bucif You beere s alright then go ahead.” Society
oy m:h‘heﬂghl but the d“f’" 1o defend the Tights of its members. Thas it
e enforcament of its laws which are particularly important where

- %m“mﬂﬂmcvuhmb\cmmlnmmmhm
against abortion are justified on the same grounds as laws against rape.
§oeeonaly(he g shiies arpicmecs faie 0 address what should be the central
er's plight, mey 5 ‘mdm nbomﬂnnsc.ll By over-emphasising the moth-
Wi s Pm"-?ll?ﬂl victim of abortion - the unborn child - is forgouen. In
g Sy gis o sheus ity cosatmanly e O o et the right 10

unborn child. For how else could one defend the right of a woman 10

choose 1o kill that child? Fro 3 :
m this HE =
o S perspective it is clear that one cannot be both

ﬂn:ﬁy&:ﬁﬁmmmm tlabjectivcly. the pro-choice argument is logically
oS Iimm. it secks 0 prove. It is llogical 1o attempt O jusufy
much right 1o choose 1o kill :1:0‘“‘1“ hﬂ"’*‘: i gl e
0 mbom child as she has 1o kill any human being.
Iti Sl
o F‘:b‘;‘;“‘”‘ig“t:: ;nam.m:\mg our ban on abortion we are simply Sweeping
SRSCEE u:pu- n one ﬂ‘.'spf.'cjk this is true. The prohibition of abor-
i o }.m.zblcm of crisis pregnancies. Indeed 1L was never
e cYetitis ckt.m that both the Irish government and Irish soci-
S dccciﬂu:?:)c‘y wanting, in their efforts 1o tackle the problen.
R suggest 1.h.n Ireland is unique in this regard. On the con-
e Ob‘:ﬂw am:i crisis plrcgmmc\cs is considerably higher amongst
ighbours. This is not intended as a salve for our collecive con-

science but rather as a clear indicati ‘s 7
e indication that legalising abortion is not the solution

concepuion and from that oment 0=

wards the mother 15 camymg anoheT
human bemg, To deny this 1§ 10 deny
{he evidence of modem genelics and
embryology.
In conclusion, it would seem that
the pro-choice lobby have litle 1o of-
fer by way of cogent argumenis m {a-
vour of legalising abortion. This goes
some of the way towards explaining
why they have been more obscuran-
{ist than open in their approach 1© he
current abortion debate. The fact 18
that direct aboruon on any grounds
flies in the face of right reason. As
long as there are people free W exer-
cise this reason there will be opposi-
xion 1© this barbarous practice.

4.“The unborn child {sn't really human”
. nlys :::ywut?d\c:‘n:n: ::i:;:m argument in favour of abortion as it is the
B e s css ‘hc central issue, i.¢. the humanity of the un-
iy icient 1o simply state it as a matter of opmion or be-
bls d{:}o is on those who favour abortion and they must prove their
sertion beyond all reasonable doubt. The truth of the matter is, however, that

th -
ey cannot, as mc.hﬂk of medical and scientific evidence weighs heavily in fa-
vour of the humanity of the unbom child.

5.ZA woman has rights over her body”
Chﬂl;lo.body denies that women have rights over their bodies. But the unbom
P 110 r:?L part of a woman's body. It is a unique human being, genetically, Conor O' Donoghue,
B ysio! \glcally and organically distinct from the mother. Human life begins at Post-graduate, Electronics Dept.

%—
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enters the Lmdﬁsl

peastialtty;

ne of thinking [ refer to an

1 chis i = ;
2 1351 edinon of

. in the

g T ¢ hn Baird,
-~ |rJ nily W yren h}' 8 .\{r. Jc
pxcel enid)

Srudies. It defined murder
o “The pmrncdimcd
fe *, Jdonot think

“An Fc xcal”,

& » [ 85,
1 would 5€€ I
£

wiel the mOs! -
g sild argue that abortl
wi - X
| S . _\_'1]’]11_’.
~ ditated, so [ arve 3t the E
_ el Baird, that the main
foetus

on 1s not

Jision a8 Mr.
d is whether the unbom

T . jhe lepmination of a pregnancy,
sbortiof, the foetus from the womb,

moval of
the rem the foetus, (excuse the word

eth1o be proved accurate),
narguesbly and undeniably murdi:::_ ;
 Real Question: S0 lets prove iti
t‘ ”»
Well is the foctus “human” ? Surely

ihe killing o
killing, it h2< Y

is obvious 1o anyone. Unless one
reable world of
the “hurnanness”* of the foetus

is m;ucsu’msbla Hence, the sixty four

million
ess life? (Note that I am purposefully

rruss

usng

dollar questionis, “Does thefoetus

the word foetus and avoiding the

- 2T Trila UiC

term “Unbomn Child”, 1o be a5 rationa]

amd unemdtive as Possible). Anyone who
has done the inter cenp science course

(now gone forever) may recall that in the
depts of the biology sectionthere was 3
very apt and interesting definition, It wag
called “The definition of life" - Letus
look at some of the characteristics an
“item” must have before it 1s termed
alive.
movement. Any mother who has felt
a child kick from inside her womb will
testify that the foetus can move,
Reproduction: A1 a very early age the
foetus developes it's reproductive organs,
although admittedly these do not become
active for many years to come,
Nutrition, Respiration,Excretion: All
of these are perfformed through the body
of the mother. Does this mean that the
foets is part of the mother's body? No!
the umbilical cord and the body of the
mother meerly act as a passage way for
the nutritional and respiratory needs of
the foetus. Their circulatory, digestive and

respiralory systems are totally seperate.
Hence, I would conclude, as would any

| Physiologically and org

- S ALY IV S A

question: Is abortion murder?

rational person, that the foews is alive. As
all these processes begin with the
explosion of infirmation which 1akes
Place at the instan of Conception, it is
logical 10 deduce that “life begins at that
mstart.

So: Having established this fact it is
“proved" that abortion, no mater what
pseudonym one might use forit, involves
“The premeditated taking of a human
life" and, is therefore murder. therefore to
condemn murder and 1o condone abortion
is a contradiction in terms. No person be
it male or female has the right 1o have an
abortion.

Whoo Boy!

Admittedely that is a sweeping
stalement. Are there instances where
murder is allowable or excuseable or
necesssary? Yes there are, I am no
lawyer, and I have never studied law but
as far as I am aware, a person can
lawfully take another human life in self
defence or in defence of ancther person.
That is, murder is “allowable” when there
is a real and substantial threat 1o one’s

own life or o the life of another. Murder s

anically distinct from the mother. Human life begins at |

not permissable when “the quality of life”™
of someone is under threat. Should
abortion be allowed m similar circom-
stances? Of course it should! If a
“qualified” person belicves that there is a

LONor L LAOTRYRZIeC,

umdque haman bemg, genetically,
Post-graduate, Electronics Dept.

as they should be. The fact that the

Netherdands has a low aboron nle 8 noL

because of the fact thaabortion s legal, &
is because of the fact that contracepves
are accessable. Our own stndents unon

has been providing mionmation on
aborion clinics in England for years, wthe
risk of criminal charges. Wy then s &
only this year that they are provicing,

realistic threat to the “life * of the mother
then abortion must be permissable.
However it must be confined 1o this

restriction. —
Bur.. condom vending maciumes. It 15 mot
- T g
What about the poor mother who is exacly inviting 10 have 1o ask for these
stuck with an unwanted preganncy...? She thngs over the counter.

| would conciude that 1 zm net “Pro-
Choice” because o'be “Pro-Chace” 510
belicve that any woman has the nght 1o
choose 10 have an aborson. Tas, as Lhave
pmvm.mcmsma any wormnan has the
right 1o commul murder. Henes 10 e Pro-
Choice” is 10 be* Pro-Death”, no maiier
what the poster says. Having sad that 1 do

must be given help. If she feels she will

be unable 10 cope with a baby, therare
thousands of childless couples who would
love 1o bring up her baby in a loving and
canng way. Through fostenng or
adoption we must make this option more
realistic and appealing 10 women in this

situation.

Because Paragraph: respect the right of anybody who reads this

Contraceptives! Where are they? 10 disagree with me, but | would challenge

On the shelves in chemist shops, thats you 1o dispute my argument. 1f you find
where! Ireland has a high rate of that you can, please show me my error, but
abortions because there are a lot of if you can't , you might reconsider what
unwanted pregnancies because you trivity believe is nght. . i
contraceptives are not as widely available Ger Allen 3rd Electronic Engineening
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HOW TO

Education

Donal Waide. D.P./ Education and Welfare Officer

So, it’s the last An Focal of the Year and, mind you, of the lerm. And “'h:fl'
comes at the end of term but those horrible things called exams. Yes, reader, i's
at times like Week 10 when we say 1o each other, “If only 1 did this -':{ﬁ.ﬂs essay
when he gave it 1o us” and “Nexr term, I'm starting study n Week 2

But, let's face reality here. Once a Week 10 study merchant, alwaysa Week
10 study merchant. The only people we are fooling is ourselves. Some cl»l' us
alwatys feel that the night before is the best time o study. But, this term 15 where
this study merchant always has the advantage. The third term is always for the
dossers. They get grades equal to the ones who have lived in the library all year
round. The theory behind this is very simple. )

Third term or trinity lerm as some prefer (o call ilismcmmnf:.'.\'mlsl.'fhls
is because of the weather we normally experience in these months of April, May

and June.
In the beginning, there was nothing and the Students Union' said, ** Let there
be a rag week”, and there was a rag week. The Students” Union liked it and |
continued the idea, incorporating marquees and the like for the global warming
eventualities, But the God intervened and said, *"What with the Common

Agricultural Policy and the likelihood that Maastricht will go the wrong way for
the farmers there betier be some sun for them to make a few bob on the cereal

and grass side” And there was sun, and God saw two advantages from this, bn'Lh
the farmers and the stdents, so he kept on the idea, despite efforts to thwart this

DANCE THE NEW

_end of term welfare

o ;_._.._ :ir.‘
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from the rival CFC gang.
And so the students lay out in the sun, attempting to make themselves bronze
gods and goddesses but only succeeding in becoming lobster kings and prawn
queens. The only happiness coming to the makers of Cocoa Butier and other
pain relievers. The lecturers said ** it is oo hot, lets lecture outside” and it
happened. The dossers saw it was good and they encouraged the idea. As aresult
the notes lessened and the nights before increased as the students chose Lo stay in
the sun rather than the library and the dossers rejoiced. And here we are in Week
10, you reading this while trying to do anything other than study. How many
times have you sat on the Throne today? Is there any bogroll lefi? I can hear you
niow, “The bastard's right.” Q.E.D. my theory is proven. In a term where people
know they are advancing another year or else graduating the amitude is to relax

and take it easy. Isn’t everyone else doing it?

“Two Step, Side Step *

Syd Perkin and Edna Duffield, television dance stars
and West Europe dancing champions, demonstrate
especially for ILLUSTRATED the basic steps of two
of the mnovements in Britain’s newest dance - the “
Two Step Side Step, “ which has just arived from

But then the exams. How many questions are there? How many must I do?
Where is the exam on ? Oh shit, not another nine o'clock start. Please let this
week be over. What I wouldn’t do for a pmt now? Just leave me lie in ten more
minutes. Am I sure I can name those ten areas? Have I got a spare biro?

Just some of the many questions that we face ourselves with throughout Week
11. Then there are the other questions which occur at the end of the week.......
What's your mans namne, he's gorgeous? Do you think she'll notice I've fourteen
pints in me? What's your name again?(moming after question) Have you got a
condom, cause I don’t think shes on the P-I-L-L? Where are you going for the

summer?
So 1o try and put a serious line on this, I'm going to quote a couple of poets
whose past come-on lines may be of assistance when waylaying young ones after

that ANN. Other laxative of an exam,

* I did not notice until you walked away that you had a perfect ass. Forgive me
for not falling in Jove with your face or your conversation.”™ Please come back to

America. Beginners or accomplished dancers can
dance the new steps easily to fox trot, blues, tango

or rumba rhythms. The dance has twelve

movements, each consisting of only six steps,

always danced to the rhythm one quick, two quick,
three quick, four quick five slow, six slow. In these
pictures the couple are moving from right to \eft, as
numbers and arrows show. The man’s steps only

are described. The qirl's steps are the exact
opposite. Beginners need learn only one movement

to take the floor.
[ }aoosinUNGESCE R §

my bedroom. I was sitting there alone thinking of you
when I made a pass at myself.”And so it oes on. The

/ G e e eiads dod’.) !




What's your mans name, he's gorgeous? Do you think she'll notice I've fourieen
pints in me? What's your name again?(mormning after question) Have you got a
condom, cause I don't think shes on the P-1-L-L? Where are you going for the
sumimer?

So 1o try and put a serious line on this, I'm going to quote a couple of poets
wheose past come-on lines may be of assistance when waylaying young ones after
that ANN. Other laxative of an exam.

** I did not notice until you walked away that you had a perfect ass. Forgive me
for not falling in love with your face or your conversation.'* Please come back 10

my bedroom. I was sitting there alone thinking of you
when I made a pass at mysell."And so it goes on. The
wondering of where ones person will be for the long
summer. The jobs are very scarce out there as Co-Op will
tell you. Not too many toilet jobs left in Germany nor
camping couriers needed in Botswana (so you can
improve your russian), The other colleges all have the
advantage of two weeks unemployment on the continent
already while we are still sharpening our pencils for the
drawing projects. With the advent of semesterisation, we
t0o can go to Europe the same time as the rest and have an
equal chance of getting that much needed job in. the
sewage works. What students will do for money
sometimes amazes me. But then haven't we all done it.
Slogging twenty hours a day for six days a week just to
get the necessary money for the piss-up in Orientation
week. So to sum it all up, it's been a enjoyable experience
writing for An Focal. The last few words of wisdom
must impart on 1o you are words I'd like you to adhere 10}

EXAMS: Tum up on time with the right material and
please don't cog. Nothing is worth a twelve month
holiday.

WELFARE: When leaving your house, look after
your landlord’s belongings as if they were your own.

END-OF-EXAMS: Have respect for other peoples
property. It isn’t one bit funny to cause vandalism and if
caught, we'll be very slow to stand up for you.

byt ot pndd e |

WK Il - Exaus , Skody , wlock.
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this summer.

And, on a final note, Whatever you do, enjoy yourself

always dance
three quick, fo

d to the rhythm one quUICK, TWO KLV,
ur quick five slow, Six sigw, In these
pictures the couple are moving from nght 1o left, as
numbers and arrows show. The mans steps only
are described. The girl's steps are the exact
opposite. Beginners need learn only one movement

to take the floor.

LEFT FOOT
YO S\DE
QUICK

\

"RIGHT FOOT TO
LEFT FOOT

LEFT FOOT
TO SIDE

3

oL et

q = 3 -
Y My Tt

(5

| 6 RIGHT FoOT IN| g LEFT FOOT IN RIGHT FOOT TO
PROMENADE PROMENADE LEFT FOOT
SLOW SLOW QUICK .«

“PROMENADE TWO STEP

 Good-Luckll
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The festivities began in
the Dcy campus bar with
UL team ¢aptain being
Presented with o momento of
the occasion by the Dcu
Sports officers John Kerrane
who then Presented the 35
Trophy to Sally Rawat
[represenun'g Thomond) and
William O' Brien (represent-
Ing UL). What followed
cannot be remembered.

We would like to that
John Kerrane and all the
member of the DCU teams
for there hospitality and look
forward to meeting them
InOctober (The new date for
the 35) on our home ground.
We would also like to thank

the following people for the
boundless energy and effort

they put into organising the dm b d a r! g
event, Jancinta Dulffy, W
Catherine Dolan, Ber Angley mﬁ a’g
and our tireless co-op Vera

and Mairead.

W’mning m;




T - Shirts -
Sweat Shirts.

There are still a few Rag
Week { - shirts available for
sale inthe S.U. Shop together

with University of Limerick
shirts

Prices as follows :

Rag Week Short Sleeve
White £5.50

Long Sleeve White & Black
£7.50

Univ. of Limerick White
Short Sleeve £5.50
Red, White, Red & Blue Long
Sleeve £7.00
White & Green Sweat Shirls
£14.50

s oo 00000000080

Lockers

Please empty your lockers
before for the Summer

because your rental is for the
academic year only and that
ends June 20th.

During the Summer all
lockers are cut open and
emptied by the college
authorities and all contents

dumped.

So, you have been warned

S.U. SHOP
WEEK 11

Open from 8.30 a.m. until
6.30 p.m. each day
Remember to stock up on
Pencils , Pens, Erasers,

Rulers, Tippex, Calculator,
Study

Good luck in the final

Bus Appedl

At all end of term gigs We
appeal to everyone to keep
calm and not to crush. Ents
will ensure you get to the

UL annual Note from Carmel
Games inS.U.
i ed
For The Disabl e

Many thanks to all for your
best wishes to Christopher
and myself during our recent

Sat. 4th and Sun.

5th July
venue and back. They Very -
seldomly leave people Complete Paralym
stranded. It Is a very difficult pic Te will be
job and they would appreciate ﬂ)‘m;:e.

your assistance {o ensure the
safety of everyone.

(" 2nd HAND BOOKS
We would appreciate if all those
who left books to be sold in the S.U.
Shop would collect them before the
end of term. We will be relocating the
shop during the Summer and we will
not be held responsible for books not

kcollcctcd by the end of term.

W

)

Postgraduate Courses

* International Marketing
(for non business graduates)
* Diploma in Journalism
& Media Studies.
3 * Incorporated Law Society
Final Exam - Part 1
(entrants to Blackall Place)
- * Diploma in Public Relations
1 year full time.

Newman College, 82 Merion Square, D.2.

wedding. We had a great
day and a wonderful honey-
moon in Tunisia.
Secondly
Many thanks also th the two
Co - Op students who kept
the place going during my
absence. They are two
wonderful people { which I'm
sure most of you will agree )
I would like to take this
oppurtunity of wishing them
both the best of luck in the
future. 1enjoyed working
with them and 1'll miss them
very much.
Thirdly
1 wish to say adios to all
Overseas students who are
leaving and wish them
- health and happiness
always.
Finally
I would like to wish Donal
Waide and Colm Croffy best
wishes for their future
careers.
We've had a good year
together (two in Colm'’s case)
and it's been a pleasure,

Tel. (01)766792 Fax. (01)761798. Reees
U.L L e M
EIE LN of fir? (6 . Tom danger.
5. Mc:lket):n?:otwoonznmpms_ ©) 3. Notnew. (4)

Expedition

A ey

10. Traditional saying in common use. (7)

e L sy G

Ko A Y

4, Preserve a dead body. (6)
5. Posted 10 the tyrant. (6)



’ because your rentad is Iad 2=
academic year only and that
ends June 20th.

During the Summer all
lockers are cut open and
emptied by the college
authorities and all contents

* International Marketing
(for non business grr_aduates)
* Diploma in Journalism
& Media Studies. _
- Incorporated Law Society

dumped.

S.U. SHOP
WEEK 11

6.30 p.m. each day

Remember to stock up on
Pencils , Pens, Erasers.
Rulers, Tippex, Calculator,
Study
Good luck in the final
furlong from all in the S.U.
office.

So, you have been warned

bessesessevsensoe

Open from 8.30 a.m. until

Are you looking for a co-op placement?

The Union is looking to appoint students for the 8 month

placements. If you enjoy, working with students and have a
particular interest in clubs, societies or publications please
apply in the Union or through the Co-op Office.
The Union is currently appointing THREE students for the
6 month placements. If you enjoy working with students and
have a particular interest in clubs, societies or publications
please apply in the Union or through the Co-op Office.

A summary of the current duties includes:

Position A
General office duties-

telephones, messages,exam
papers, mail

Assisting in the compila-

Position b

General office duties-
telephones,messages,exam
papers,mail
Working with Societies

Tel. (01)766792

_—

Expedition
to Africa

December 11th -
January 3rd 1992
Includes

-climb of Kilmanjaro
-wild life safari

-beach holiday at coral
beach &Indian ocean
-3 day in cairo

For further information
contact Billy Kirwan
students union

Final Exam - Part 1

(entrants 10 Blackall Plaqe}

* Diploma in Public Relations

1 year full time. ‘
Newman College, 82 Merion Square, D.2.
Fax. {01)761?98.

leaving s WEREE ST

health and happiness

always.

Finally

1 would like to wish Donal
waide and Colm Crofly best
wishes for thelr future
carcers.

wWe've had a good year
together (two In Colm's case)
and it's been a pleasure.
Regards
carmel

Position C

An Focal and publica-
tions administration
Administration of the
Student Information

4 tion of accounts

: Assisting in the compila- System
zo:k.mg with .Clubsl tion of accounts Compilation of the SU
sisting specific Union Selling and collection of Handbook

and Clubs projects as and

advertising
when they arise

Assisling specific Union
and Societies projects as
and when they arise

Assisting specific Union
and Clubs/Socs projects
as and when they arise

rhe e df'rn.ands on ”] ﬂ ] : | & g "
W & ndnCldI n‘llfn”“ﬂj{l lliOl‘l “’]l]'] bl]“}“]e l“ ill tlle Illall
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’ D and the administrat
are key new areas which we are looking to address as well. T

To Apply contact the Students’ Union office or the Coop Office

Accross

1. Neat rype of fir? (6)

5. Make inlo two OF THOTE parns. ©)

10. Traditional saying in comrmen use- (1
11, Entails being promincnt of notable. (7)
12. Kneel over the vegebie. (4)

13. This grease 18 hard work. (3}

15. Yield or give up- (4)

17. The small rug is lusireless. (3)

19. Make illegal. (6)

21. Sets AE up and makes fun of. (6)

22, Enumciation. (7)
23, Small basket for frut. (6)
25. That which may harm. (&)

28, Catch or tooth on & wheel. (6)
30. Crude, catfish person. (4)
31. Kind, son- (5)

32, Stnke with an open hand. (4)
35, Feed ICT with a building m

37. Isreah coinage. (6)
38. Type of 1ax on goods. (6)

Deram
2. Shield from danger. (T)

36. arrang es Loops in abanle posiuon. (7)

3. Notnew. (4)
4. Preserve a dead body. (6)
5, Posied 1o the tyrant. (6)
6. The world 1s sud by some tobe
one of wears. (4)
7. Makes less shallow. (7)
8. Al, polo makes you a god. (6)
9. Strain, lension. (6)
14, No, | stab at the foruficanon. (7)
16. Underworld. (3)
18. Incurming or inflicting punishment. (5)
20. Inellect, ingenuity, hamour. (3)
21. If one 1s on 1L, one is on one's own, (3)
23. Young hen. (6)
24. Feed, nurure. (7)
26. Stnucture for hanging criminals. (T)
27 Peace, composure. (6)
28. Edible grain for breakfast., (6)
29. Dug Reg up because of gnevance. (6)
33, Ice or floor for skating, (4)

:
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