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Good afternoon, everyone! and welcome to today’s game as
Barnstaple Athletic step on to home turf for the first time this
season and a warm North Devon welcome to today's
opposition, Plymstock Oaks  for what promises to be a
thunderous game, and we wish them a fantastic day. 

When these two meet last season it was honours even as both
sides won their respective home matches with Athletic Losing
by the narrow margin 30-25 before returning the compliment at
Pottington Road winning 29- 14.

Plymstock Oaks, who finished fourth last season eleven points
adrift of Athletic in third, arrive in North Devon fresh off a
thrilling, high-scoring 57-41 victory over newly promoted
Torquay, showing their intent right from the start.

For athletic their fortunes faired much worse on opening day as
Paignton exacted revenge in Emphatic Fashion, beating
Barnstaple Athletic 50-19 in a stunning reversal of fortunes
avenging a heavy 50-26 defeat to Athletic last season. 

Paignton delivered a powerful statement to the Counties 1
Tribute Ale Western West League and immediately established
the "Cherries" as serious contenders for promotion.  I

the heart of Devon



From the outset, the home side displayed a level of intensity
that Athletic struggled to match. Despite a spirited
performance and two first-half tries from the prolific Ashlee
Crouch, the visitors found themselves on the wrong end of a
31-12 score line at the break.

Any hopes of a second-half comeback were swiftly
extinguished by a relentless Paignton offense. Barnstaple’s
attack was stifled for much of the half, only managing to add to
their score in the 67th minute when Jacob Mascall crossed the
line. Harvey Rostock added the conversion, his second of the
day, but it was  consolation in a match dominated by the hosts.

Today Barnstaple Athletic will need to recapture the form that
saw them secure a try-scoring bonus-point win in this fixture
last season, a 29-14 triumph. To help that cause is the return of
several squad members including Troy Willis at centre teaming
up with Euan Kent, Luke Knight at Fly and Brendan Darley in
the pack.

The Tics will need to be at their very best to get the result
against a fellow title hopeful, which for us supporters will mean
a fantastic and highly entertaining game to watch.
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Plymstock
Oaks

1 JOSH BREED
2 SEAN WILLS
3 JAKE PARKES
4 JOEL MORAN
5 KIERAN
JAMIESON(C)
6 OLIVER WHITE  
7 AIDAN WEBB
8 ARCHIE GRAY
 
9 HARRY TOGHILL*
10 LEWIS PATERSON
11 WILL SCANTLEBUR
12 PETER KEANIE
13 HAYDEN COLES
14 JEROME DAVIES
15 MAX RINGROSE

Match
Officials

REF:  Gary Locke
AR 1: 
AR 2: 
4th official: 

Bench 

16. JOSH WATERS 
17 ALFIE UPTON
18 JACOB CHAPMAN
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Just like that, we are back with another season ahead of
us and one that we are excited to get stuck into. 

As a club last season, we achieved some amazing things
together with the 1s achieving promotion back to
National League rugby and the Devon cup and for us the
Tics, competing at level 7 For the first time we managed
to show that we belong in this level and achieved a
fantastic 3rd place finish and retained the Devon 2s Cup. 

Looking ahead to this season, With the likes of Torquay,
getting promoted into the league and Newton Abbott
coming down from the league above, I believe it’s going
be a stronger and more competitive league than last
season.

However our mentality does not change from the last few
seasons , we will take each game as they come and look
to put in the best performances we can game by game.

On behalf of all the players, myself and all the other
coaches, we look forward to welcoming you back for
what looks to be another exciting season for the club.

Some words from
Athletic Coach
Luke Berry
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Barnstaple Chiefs Open
Campaign with Gritty
Bonus-Point Victory
The Chiefs launched their National 2 West season in
impressive fashion on Saturday, securing a hard-fought
24-17 bonus-point win against Old Redcliffians in a
match defined by determined defence and a battling
team performance. The collective effort was so
pronounced that the sponsors, Chichester Homes,
broke with tradition, awarding the Man of the Match
honour to the entire Barnstaple front row rather than an
individual player and well deserved it was.

The Chiefs signalled their intent from the opening
whistle, dominating possession and territory for the first
twenty minutes. An early lineout saw the pack drive a
maul an impressive thirty yards down the pitch, pinning
Old Reds on their own try line. Despite a series of pick-
and-go attempts, the visitors' defence held firm,
repelling the early assault aided by some handling
errors from a Chiefs side shaking off early-season rust.

It was against the run of play that Old Redcliffians
struck first, converting their maiden entry into the
Barnstaple 22 into a converted try to lead 0-7.
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Undeterred, the Chiefs mounted a swift and powerful
response. Their forwards began to dominate the
exchanges, and the pressure told with two converted
tries in a decisive ten-minute spell. Brandon Moore and
new signing Emosi Nadaubale both crossed the
whitewash, overturning the deficit to establish a 14-7
lead.

A late penalty from Old Reds before the break
narrowed the gap, sending the teams into halftime with
the score at 14-10, setting the stage for a tense
second-half battle.

The Chiefs’ statement of intent was immediate after
the break. Just three minutes into the half, Bertie
Stretch crossed the try line, extending the home side's
lead and setting the tone for a half of intense pressure.
While Old Reds fought desperately for a route back
into the game, they were repeatedly met by a ferocious
Barnstaple defensive wall. The Chiefs’ tackling,
particularly through the midfield, snuffed out
developing attacks and secured crucial turnovers,
frustrating the visitors' efforts.

The pivotal moment arrived ten minutes later. Dominic
Robson, a persistent threat with ball in hand all
afternoon, powered over from short range for the
decisive score.



Advert
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The try secured the valuable try bonus point and ignited
the home support, as a crowd of over 700 roared their
approval in a moment of pure celebration with the Barum
Roar.

Despite creating further chances, the Chiefs were
thwarted by resolute last-ditch defending from Old Reds.
The final ten minutes saw a dramatic shift in pressure, as
the visitors mounted a sustained assault on the
Barnstaple line. After scoring a converted try in the 73rd
minute to close the gap to seven points, Old Reds threw
everything at the Chiefs' defence in a desperate search
for a draw.

In a nail-biting finale, the Chiefs were camped on their
own line, repelling wave after wave of attacks. Their
monumental defensive effort held firm until a final
turnover sealed a hard-fought and well-earned victory,
sparking celebrations from players and supporters alike.

So there we have it, a big, big effort by the Chiefs to grab
the win on their first National 2 match for a couple of
seasons. What stood out for me was firstly the defence
which was fantastic all game and particularly during
those final five minutes. Most of the kicking was also
very, very good given that wretched wind, and we can
forgive several of the lineout misses as judging them in
such conditions must have been a nightmare. 



Advert
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The full set of photos can be seen at Barnstaple Chiefs v Old Redcliffians photos
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Those conditions also limited the amount of expansive
rugby that could be played and Barnstaple’s game plan of
keeping the ball close worked very well and apart from the
early stages their handling was pretty good overall.

For me though it was the lack of penalties and the
discipline that the Chiefs showed that gave me the most
encouragement, especially during those final five minutes
when over eagerness could easily have handed the
visitors an easy penalty or two. Instead the Chiefs dug in
with some impressive tackling to earn themselves a
deserved victory.

So there you have it a really good win to start the
campaign with but it is just one result and a really tough
challenge faces the Chiefs this Saturday as they travel the
shortest distance of the season, to Exeter University who
for their part had a good win under the lights at Taunton on
Friday beating the home side 35-37 and of course will
have their very best ready before the Bucc’s season starts
in a few weeks time. The Chiefs are going to need all their
skill and might for what looks likely to be a tough
challenge ahead.

To help them in this endeavour is a relatively unchanged
side with just new signing Henry Sellick starting at 15 and
a returnee, Kyle Spear yes you heard that right Kyle is
back, to add a bit more bite to the squad. If you’re on your
way to watch the Chiefs enjoy the day
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Barnstaple, Buccaneers
and Colts

Barnstaple Buccaneers 
The Bucc’s finally get their season going with their first game
of the season here at Pottington Road as they prepare to host
Bideford II. A new squad and a new head coach in Lewis
Joce, this promises to be as an exciting season as the
previous three we had and again they will be going full board
to win both the Merit table and the Dave Butt cup.

Last season’s fixture saw the Bucc’s in a close battle with
their closest rivals eventually winning 24-15 to add to the 7-22
win at Bidefrd earlier. It will be interesting to see how this
weekends opener for the Bucc’s will pan out and what
Bideford bring to the table this season. Kick is 2:30pm

Barnstaple Colts
The Colts have launched their new campaign in spectacular
fashion, securing a statement 26-0 victory over a strong
Exeter Athletic side. This was far from a simple season
opener; it was a demonstration of the squad's intent and
ability. To shut out an Exeter Athletic team known for their
quality is a significant achievement and speaks volumes
about the defensive discipline and collective effort on display.
This commanding win marks a second consecutive shutout,
building perfectly on the momentum from last weekend's
impressive 0-47 friendly victory away at Bude. 



From a coaching perspective, there was a huge amount to
be pleased with. Seizing the front foot from the first whistle
and maintaining that pressure is a hallmark of a well-
prepared team, and it bodes extremely well for the
challenges ahead. Every player in the squad contributed to a
strong all-round performance, but a special mention must go
to the first-year Colts who earned their minutes. They
stepped up seamlessly, proving they are not just here to
make up the numbers but are ready to compete at this level
and have already cemented their place in the squad.

The focus now shifts immediately to the next challenge.
Today, the team travels to Newton Abbot for what promises
to be a compelling and highly charged friendly. The fixture is
layered with history, as it pits them against the very side that
defeated them in last year's Devon Colts Cup final. 

While the official record may classify this as a preseason
friendly, anyone who knows sport will understand the true
nature of this match. It’s an opportunity for redemption, to lay
down a psychological marker, and to measure the progress
made since that final defeat. As the old adage goes, "There's
no such thing as a friendly," and that sentiment will
undoubtedly ring true today.
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Important
Announcement

WE NEED A VOLUNTEER
MATCH DAY ANNOUNCER

We are putting out a request for
volunteers to assist the Club as

our Compare/Match day
announcer. 

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals to provide
vital support on home match days. If you would

like to help us in this crucial role, 

Barnstaple Rugby Club 

please call the Club Sec (John "Spike" Sloley) on
07971665174 or email

secretary.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com.








