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“The Elgin Development 
Group and Elgin Area 

Chamber of Commerce  
is a great resource 

for businesses and the  
community. The information 

that they are able to  
provide really helps us to  

determine our audience  
and course of action.” 

– Rolando Guerrero,  
Senior Vice President/General Manager, Grand 

Victoria Casino 
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The Elgin Development Group, a division of the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce, serves as your trusted 
business concierge assisting entrepreneurs, start-up businesses, new and existing, and small and large 
businesses with their needs. Whether it is to help navigate the development process, learning about the 
community, or making the right connections, we are here to make doing business in Elgin successful. 
 
As the economic development organization for the City of Elgin, our mission is to create economic  
opportunity for every business. We directly support the City of Elgin’s strategic priorities by supporting 
businesses, aligning the workforce through our partnerships for tomorrow’s jobs, advocating for improved 
transportation networks, and enhancing the quality of life in our community. 
 
So come join us and see what so many already know, that one of the fastest growing cities in the State of 
Illinois stands ready to Welcome You to Elgin! 

“The Elgin Development Group was extremely helpful in getting our small business through the  
development process in relocating from the west side of Elgin to the downtown.  

We are happy to be in Elgin and continue to prosper.”  
– Jessica Benavides, Co-Owner,  

BarbaRoja Barbershop 
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Living in Elgin means enjoying the best of both worlds:  

the warmth of a tight-knit community and the amenities  

of a bustling city. Residents benefit from a range of  

housing options, from historic homes with character to 

modern apartments with sleek amenities. Elgin’s schools, 

public services, and cultural events foster a rich sense of 

belonging and engagement. With its walkable downtown, 

scenic riverfront, and convenient access to Chicago, Elgin 

offers a dynamic, affordable lifestyle that appeals to young  

professionals, families, and retirees alike. Whether you’re 

new to the city or have called it home for generations, 

Elgin’s vibrant neighborhoods and welcoming spirit make 

it an ideal place to put down roots.
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"Elgin is a great location for  
business for a number of reasons.  
We have employees from Chicago  

to Rockford and everywhere in  
between so it's convenient for my team 

to get to our Elgin headquarters." 
—Jeni Lyon, CEO  

Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick

Elgin’s workforce is coveted by employers  

because of their skills, work ethic, and  

commitment to lifelong learning, ensuring that 

Elgin’s businesses will remain competitive and  

flexible to meet the changes occurring in the world 

every day. To support the growth and development  

of the workforce, the Elgin Development Group  

partners and collaborates closely with the City of 

Elgin, educational institutions and businesses. This 

strategic partnership focuses on preparing the current 

and next generation of workers through targeted  

training programs, educational initiatives, internships 

and apprenticeships. Elgin assures a vibrant future  

by aligning the skills of the workforce with the need of 

businesses in all sectors of the local economy.
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Elgin offers a remarkable range of educational institutions to its residents where someone can begin their  
early childhood education and receive a master’s degree without ever having to leave the community. With  
a staggering workforce of 4,900 full-time employees, Elgin’s U-46 School District stands as the second largest 
school district in Illinois. Elgin is also home to three more School Districts, including 300, 301 and 303. 
 
Elgin Community College stands as a cornerstone for higher education in Elgin, offering 130 career  
paths. ECC plays a pivotal role in the community, offering comprehensive academic programs, workforce 
training, and continuing education options for learners of all ages. In addition, they partner with local 
businesses and organizations to provide real-world experiences and pathways to future careers, ensuring 
students are well-prepared for success in an ever-evolving world. 
 
Judson University, an evangelical Christian university, offers 60-plus undergrad, grad and adult  
professional programs to 1,000+ students from 43 states and 28 countries. 
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Elgin was once the home of the world-renowned Elgin Watch Factory which employed the majority  

of Elginites and has since diversified its economic base. Elgin has since become an economic engine for 

the region with four major pillars of growth supporting the growth of local economy which now include 

Manufacturing, Healthcare, Education and Professional Services. Today, we are home to both large and 

small businesses of all kinds in multiple sectors. Together, these diverse businesses contribute to the tapestry 

of the Elgin business community, reflecting the unique characteristics and aspirations of its residents while 

driving the city’s progress and prosperity.

“The new Manufacturing and Technology Center at Elgin Community  
College is a game changer for the region. It will offer state-of-the-art  
facilities to meet the growing demand for skilled personnel.”  
—Dr. Peggy Heinrich, ECC President 
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Elgin has always been known for a thriving art scene that breathes creativity and 

cultural vibrancy into our community. From visual arts to performing arts, Elgin offer 

a diverse range of artistic expressions that captivate and inspire. The “City in the 

Suburbs” is proud of our art spaces where local artists can showcase their talents. 

 

The Hemmens Cultural Center celebrated the completion of its $14.4 million, 

three-year expansion, unveiling new amenities. It serves as a cornerstone for 

the performing arts, hosting a variety of concerts, theatrical performances,  

entertainers and community events. The award-winning Elgin Symphony  

Orchestra performs regularly at Hemmens, offering a range of classical and 

contemporary music programs.The city’s commitment to the arts encourages 

exploration, creativity, and artistic collaboration, making Elgin a true hub for 

cultural enrichment and artistic expression.  

 

Elgin believes that arts are important to our quality of life. Public art is  

integral to Elgin's identity, with murals and sculptures along the Fox River 

in the downtown. Local festivals celebrating a range of artistic disciplines 

engage residents and visitors alike in cultural activities. 
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Elgin is known for its vibrant diversity, reflected in  
its multicultural community and a rich tapestry of  
cultural events and celebrations. Residents from  
various backgrounds—Hispanic, African American, 
Asian, and more—come together to create a welcoming 
and inclusive atmosphere throughout the city.

Data Viewbook 8.5 x 11.qxp_Layout 1  7/2/25  11:55 AM  Page 9



Elgin is a regional health care center with people from all over the  

Chicago region coming here for their healthcare needs for more than 

100 years. Groundbreaking advances in treatments are offered at  

Saint Joseph Hospital, Ascension Saint Alexius and Advocate  

Sherman Hospitals, all providing short-term acute care. One out  

of every eight jobs in Elgin and South Elgin are in healthcare and  

our schools provide a pipeline for trained medical staff. Elgin  

boasts a significant number of physician health care practices  

in many disciplines.

Elgin offers a lively playground of activities and experiences for  

residents and visitors alike. From the serene beauty of the Fox River 

Trail to the excitement of festivals and community events, there's 

something for everyone to enjoy. Families love the city's many 

parks and recreation centers, where sports leagues, swimming 

pools, and playgrounds offer year-round fun. For those seeking 

arts and culture, Elgin boasts theaters, galleries, and live 

music venues, while foodies can explore diverse dining  

options throughout the city. No matter your interest, Elgin 

provides a vibrant and welcoming environment to play,  

explore, and make memories.
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Elgin’s municipal services reflect the city’s dedication to creating a safe, vibrant, and connected community. 

With comprehensive police, fire, and emergency medical services, residents benefit from quick response times 

and proactive public safety initiatives. Public works crews maintain clean streets and reliable utilities, ensuring 

Elgin remains a beautiful and functional place to live and work. Additionally, the city prioritizes sustainability 

and innovation, investing in green infrastructure and data-driven transparency tools to better serve its diverse 

population. From neighborhood outreach to responsive governance, Elgin’s municipal services aim to enhance 

quality of life for everyone who calls Elgin home.

Departments:  •Fire  •Community Development  •Engineering  •Neighborhood Services  • Finance 
                  •Parks and Recreation  •Code Compliance •Police  •Public Services  •Purchasing  •Water 
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Experience business 

growth with an Elgin  

location, strategically  

positioned near Chicago's 

global markets and  

innovation hubs. Benefit  

from lower operating costs  

and a high quality of life while 

tapping into a skilled workforce. 

From startups to established  

corporations, Elgin fosters a  

supportive environment for your  

business to thrive. Join the Chicago  

Metropolitan area's competitive edge 

while enjoying Elgin's unique advantages. 

Seize the opportunity for innovation and  

success in Elgin today.
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