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CR Success Decodable Readers
The CR Success Readers will engage even your struggling 
readers with entertaining, age-appropriate stories. Better yet, 
the CR Success Readers series are fully decodable and 
written sequentially. They feature controlled vocabulary, 
syntax, and semantics that will put your students’ emerging 
decoding skills and comprehension strategies into 
immediate action. The CR Success Readers can be used with 
most reading programs but are especially effective when 
used in conjunction with the CR Success Reading Program.  

The first series, Small Steps, develops the young readers’ ability to read VC and CVC words. The next 
three series, Sunshine Series, Bridge Books, Sam and Tux, develop the students’ ability to apply the 
basic code (consonants, short vowels, consonant digraphs and blends, derivational suffixes). Tales of 
Friends and the Fables Anthology (Once Upon a Pigeon) advance the students’ knowledge of the full 
phonetic code. This gradual and systematic introduction of more challenging phonetic concepts helps 
students become confident, fluent readers.  

The CR Success Readers assist students in making significant strides in word recognition, vocabulary, 
comprehension, and fluency. Since all words in the Readers (phonetic words and non-phonetic high 
frequency words) are pre-taught, the students have the skills to be successful and not rely on poor 
reading habits, such as guessing. All of the CR Success Readers feature:  

 Decodable text connected to emerging knowledge of sound-spelling relationships

 Formatting (font-size, line spacing, length of sentences, and number of sentences on the page)
is matched to reading level and gradually builds reading stamina

 Easy-to-use word lists that highlight essential vocabulary and provide pre-reading practice

 Detailed illustrations that both support and develop the story

CRSuccessLearning.com 1-844-277-8223
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Series CR Success Level Reading Level Phonetic Concepts Text Complexity

Language Ladders First Steps  Pre-K and K students on level  Understand Alphabetic 
Principle 

 Identify consonant 
sounds, short vowel 
sounds

 Sentence Level (students read 
word, phrase, sentence)

Small Steps First Steps  Middle K to early 1st grade 
students on level 

 Older students for 
intervention 

 Early alphabetic readers 

 Identify simple closed 
syllables (VC and CVC 
words) 

 Identify consonant 
digraphs 

Lexile Level: 80L -220L 
The organization of the text is clear 
and easy to predict 
– The plot is simple and sequential 
– There is one level of meaning 
– The theme is clear and explicit

Sunshine Series Extension between 
First Steps and 

Level One

 Beginning to Mid-1st Grade 
students on level 

 Older students for 
intervention 

 Early to full alphabetic 
readers 

 Identify Closed Syllables 
with these components: 
– Short Vowels 
– Consonants 
– Consonant Digraphs 
– Consonant Blends 
– Inflectional Suffixes

Non-fiction elements are clearly 
identifiable  
The organization is based on 
specific Earth science concepts

Sam and Tux Extension between 
First Steps and 

Level One

 Beginning to Mid-1st Grade 
students on level  

 Older students for 
intervention 

 Early to full alphabetic 
readers 

Lexile Level: 170L -280L 
The organization of the text is clear 
and easy to predict 
– The plot is simple and sequential 
– There is one level of meaning 
– The theme is clear and explicit

Bridge Books Level One  Beginning to Mid-1st Grade 
students on level  

 Older students for 
intervention 

 Early to full alphabetic 
readers 

 Identify Closed, Open, 
and Silent e Syllables 

Lexile Level: 200L -240L 
The organization of the text is clear 
and easy to predict 
– The plot is simple and sequential 
– The theme is clear and explicit 
– The subject matter is broader; 

applied to values

Tales of Friends Level One  Mid-first grade to late 2nd 
grade students on level  

 Older students for 
intervention  

 Full alphabetic readers 

 Identify all six syllable 
types  

 Read words with 
inflectional and some 
inflectional suffixes  

 Decode multisyllabic 
words with an emphasis 
on vowel teams and 
long vowel spellings 

Lexile Level: 280L -510L 
– The organization of the text 

includes multiple characters and, 
occasionally, two storylines 

– The plot is more complex; 
relationships between characters 
is developed 

– The narrative is sustained over 
several chapters0

Fable Anthology Level Two  2nd to early 4th grade 
readers on level 

 Older students on level 
 Consolidated-alphabetic 

readers 

 Decode words using the 
full phonetic code 

 Emphasis is on 
multisyllable words

Lexile Level: 350L – 680L 
– The organization of the text 

includes multiple characters and 
some subplots 

– The plot is more complex; some 
relationships between characters 
and ideas must be inferred 

How to Choose the Correct CR Success Reader? 

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum
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Who Got a 
Fish?

Once Upon a 
Pigeon

Written by Elyn Shindler Moldow
Illustrated by Tia Goldschlag and Rob Hay

And Other Retold Fables

By Cheryl Rose Campbell
Illustrated by Robert Hay
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Illustrated by Robert Hay

I can see the van.

on the mat

the van van

mat

The cat sat on the mat.
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Language Ladder Photo Cards, 
Word/Phrase/Sentence Cards, and Mats  
This set of materials promotes decoding 
single CVC words, as well as decoding 
VC/CVC words and T.R.I.C.K.y (sight) words 
in phrases and sentences. Students learn 
about phrases, sentence structure, and 
punctuation. The materials include 20 
photo cards, 10 word/phrase/sentence 
cards on colored cardstock, and 4 mats. 
These language cards provide effective 
instruction prior to reading decodable text 

FS-LL $30

Language Ladder Mat
© CR Success Learning, LLC 

I can see the van.

on the mat

the van van

mat

The cat sat on the mat.

Language Ladder Photo Card 1

Small Steps Readers (10 titles) 
Each set of ten books provides decodable 
stories to emphasize VC and CVC words, along 
with selected sight words. The characters Jim 
and Liz, along with their pets, Sam and Tux, are 
introduced. The stories have true plots, with 
characters, setting, and problems. The short 
vowels are gradually taught, following this 
pattern: Book 1 – Short /a/; Book 2 – Short /i/, 
/a/; Books 3, 4 – Short /o/, /i/, /a/, Books 5, 6, 7 – 
Short /u/, /o/, /i/, /a/; Books 8-10 – all short 
vowels. The books may be purchased as one set 
of ten titles or as a Small Group Reading Set, 
with 6 sets of books and a digital teacher’s 
guide. 

Small Steps single set of 10 titles RE-1 $58 

Teacher’s Guide for Small Steps  
(digital download) TGD-1 $35 

Small Steps Small Group Reading Set:  
6 sets of books and digital teacher’s guide 

GRS-1 $299

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum
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Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum
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Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum
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Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

By Cheryl Rose Campbell and Staci Justus
Illustrated by Anna-Maria Crum

14

Liz can not look at Mom. 

Liz can not look at Dad. 

“I did it," she said. 

“Jim did not make the dots.”

15

“Liz,” said Dad. 

“This is your red pen. 

This is your red hand. 

Did you tell us a fib?” 
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Sunshine Readers (5 titles) 

5 titles of non-fiction stories using short vowel words with 
consonant digraphs, blends and content words 

By Cheryl Rose Campbell
Illustrated by Robert Hay
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Illustrated by Robert Hay
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Between summer and winter,

we have fall.

13

We have four seasons in all.

Winter, spring, summer

and fall.

Sunshine Readers single set of 5 titles 
RE-2 $36 

Teacher’s Guide for Sunshine Readers  
(digital download) TGD-2 $35 

Sunshine Small Group Reading Set:  
6 sets of books and digital teacher’s guide  

GRS-2 $185

Bridge Book Readers (8 titles) 

Each set of eight books provides decodable 
stories to emphasize words with Closed 
Syllables, Silent Magnetic e Syllables, and Open 
Syllables, along with selected sight words. Jim, 
Liz and their pets, Sam and Tux, are familiar 
characters. The stories have true plots, with 
characters, setting, and problems. The text 
complexity is at the first grade level.The books 
may be purchased as one set of eight titles or as 
a Small Group Reading Set, with 6 sets of books 
and a digital teacher’s guide.  

Bridge Book single set of 8 titles RE-3 $58 
 

Teacher’s Guide for Bridge Books  
(CD or digital download upon request) TGCD-3 $35 

Bridge Book Small Group Reading Set:  
6 sets of books and Teacher’s Guide  

(CD or digital download upon request) GRS-3 $299
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Jim puts his box on top 

of Liz’s box.

The boxes look like a castle.

11

Jim has a mask.

He acts like a dragon.

Liz has a crown.

She acts like a princess.
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Sam and Tux Readers (8 titles) 

Predictable stories using speech bubbles and 
other techniques to provide interesting situations 
featuring Sam and Tux, the pets of Jim and Liz. 

6 7

Jim and Liz 
hit the ball. 

I did too.
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Illustrated by Robert Hay
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Illustrated by Robert Hay
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Sam and Tux single set of 8 titles  
RE-6 $58Teacher’s Guide for Sam and 

Tux 
(digital download) TGD-6 $35 

Small Group Reading Set: 6 sets of books 
and digital teacher’s guide GRS-6 $290

Tales of Friends Readers (16 titles) 

Each set of sixteen books provides decodable chapter 
books to emphasize words with the phonetic concepts 
which have been taught in Level One. Jim, Liz and their 
pets, Sam and Tux, are familiar characters; new 

characters are 
introduced. The 
organization of 
the text includes 
these multiple 
characters and, 
occasionally, two 
storylines. The 
plot is more complex; relationships between characters are 
developed, as are characters’ feelings and motivations. The 
narrative, written in short paragraphs with dialogue, is 
sustained over several chapters. The text complexity ranges 
from the mid-first grade level to the end of second grade level.   

Tales of Friends single set of 16 titles RE-4 $78 

Teacher’s Guide for Tales of Friends 
(CD or digital download upon request) TGCD-4 $35 

Tales of Friends Small Group Reading Set:  
6 sets of books and teacher’s guide GRS-4 $370
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Once Upon a Pigeon Anthology (16 stories) 

THIS ENGAGING ANTHOLOGY of 16 character-enriching fables ranges in text 
complexity from a Lexile Level of 350L to 680L (beginning second grade level 
to end of third grade level). The stories feature decodable vocabulary and 
phonetic concepts, building to increasingly more complex structures and 
words, story by story, until all phonetic concepts have been introduced. Lively 
illustrations provide 
both visual cues and 
entertaining 
springboards from 
which to discuss the 

complicated adventures of charming 
animal characters. Both close reading skills 
and character development are promoted 
by this anthology. 

Once Upon a Pigeon single reader  
(144 pages) RE-5 $25 

Once Upon a Pigeon Small Group 
Reading Set: 6 readers and digital 

teacher’s guide  
GRS-5 $130

43

Back at the ranch, Dog shows off: “River lost the 
race today! Hooray! I am the best!”

“Yes,” says Cat. “You ARE the best . . . at 
bragging.”

Pig chimes in. “I agree. You always say you can 
eat more than I.”

“And it’s rude to say your bark is better than my 
moo,” declares Cow.

“But it’s all true!” yells Dog. “Can’t you all just 
admit that I am the best?”

44

Upset, Dog stomps off. He 
goes to visit Big Rock. Rock will 
understand.

Dog’s whine interrupts Rock’s 
meditation. “Why can’t they see 
that I am the best and the fastest?”

A tiny ant climbs over her before Rock replies. 
“The best AND the fastest? Hmmm. . .”

“Well?” Dog yelps.

After nine minutes, Rock asks, “May I challenge 
you to a race?”

“What?” Dog is confused. “A race? With you? A 
ROCK? That’s funny!”

Rock is still. At last she proposes, “Five o’clock 
on Friday, then?”

“You bet!” Dog is amused.

Connect and Reflect Workbooks and Teacher Guide 

Connect and Reflect Workbook provides a complete word 
study and comprehension program for small group reading 
lessons. Each section, based on a story from Once Upon a 
Pigeon, includes vocabulary lists, word study, grammar 
lessons, comprehension questions, related non-fiction 
stories, and writing assignments. The teacher’s guide 
features state standards-aligned lesson plans, with explicit 
directions to develop cross-curricular connections and 
support the enriching activities in the workbook. 
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Teacher’s Guide
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Fables Connect and Reflect Student Workbook CRWK-5 $18 

Teacher’s Guide for Connect and Reflect (CD or digital download upon request) TGCD-5 $35 

Fables Student Set: 1 Fables Reader and 1 Connect and Reflect Student Workbook SS-5 $37 

Fables Classroom Set:12 Fables Readers, 20 Connect and Reflect Student Workbooks,  
and Teacher’s Guide CD or digital download upon request CS-5 $450


