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Welcome to the Creative Library Liberate the Library Zine!

The Creative Library was an AHRC-RLUK funded collaborative project co-

led by the Students' Union Liberation Officers and the University Library
at the University of Sheffield. The project co-produced, co-delivered and
co-evaluated library based creative workshops in the Library’s Digital
Commons during the autumn and winter of 2023-24. Our workshops
involved a range of creative activities incorporating collage, stitch-craft,
virtual reality, artificial intelligence, 3D printing, life and creative writing
and poetry. The workshops aligned with the liberation priorities of our
students and were organised to coincide with Black History Month,
Disability History Month, Reclaim the Night, and LGBT+ History Month.
Our study reflected on the potential of information creation as a process
(in the context of equality, diversity and inclusion) and we adopted a
pedagogy of joyful hope to enable our ambition to develop a living library
within our Information Commons. Our hope is to make the library an
inclusive and empowering site of transformative learning.

This zine showcases the different stages of the project. Our planning
section captures the work we did to co-produce and recruit for the
workshops. Our connecting section shares the ways we connected with
ourselves, each other, the theory and our university. These connections
developed and strengthened over the course of the project. The creating
section showcases fragments of the creative outputs from the
workshops. The reflecting section captures how we see our work as
iterative, not complete but always in the process of becoming. The
hoping and dreaming section shares our jar of hope, a physical jar used
| atthe end of each workshop to capture what we were hoping for in the
weeks ahead. It also shares the dreams we made using the change
technique of appreciative inquiry. This led to our plan to sustain and
develop the project through a library festival - Lib Fest. This is planned to
' runinthe Digital Commons during 2024-25 and beyond and will include
| creative workshops, exhibitions of student work and reading for diversity
| reading groups, organised with the Students’ Union and Book Soc, our
' student reading group. These will all take place in the Digital Commons,
. within the University’s Information Commons, through a continued
Library and Students’ Union partnership.

| DrVicky Grant AHRC-RLUK Fellow
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Project Associates - Library Staff Associates
Jenni Adams - Library Scholarly Communications Team
representative
Claire Brady - Library Community Volunteer
Georgie Broad - Library & information Advisory Team
Rep resentative
Ro Daniels - Library & Information Advisory Team
Representative
Catarina Gomes - Development placement Creative Library
Project
Rosa Sadler - Digital Literacy Librarian
Caterina Sciamanna - Information Literacy Librarian

® d > ‘E ?ﬁs 5 o




Project Associates - Library Student Associates
Chimere Achinanya - Library Student Associate
Léna-Soraya Bodiong - Library Student Associate ‘ -
Nabila Cruz - Library Student Associate (Research Student) ‘,(-_SS{(“
Becca Gutierrez - Library Student Associate o
Niamh Harvey-Kelly - Library Student Associate
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Academic Partners
Dr Liz Alvey - Academic Partner Faculty of Science .
Dr Pete Mylon - Academic Partner Faculty of Engineering
Dr Richard Steadman-Jones - Academic Partner Faculty of
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Arts and Humanities .
Dr Lauren White - Academic Partner Faculty of Social

Sciences




The Creative Library Project Website:
/Isites, .com/sheffield.ac.uk/thecreativelibr

Contact us:
library@sheffield.ac.uk




