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District 1 | City of Miami

Commissioner Miguel
Angel Gabela’s Vision
for Miamr's District 1

rom the streets of Allapat-

tah to the neighborhoods

of Flagami, Commissioner

Miguel Angel Gabela has set
a new standard for public service —
grounded in action, dedication, and
accountability. His leadership is
about more than fixing problems;
it's about building trust and restor-
ing dignity in overlooked communi-
ties.

Community First: Solving Every-
day Problems

Gabela responds to the real con-
cerns of his constituents — person-
ally and efficiently. From pothole
repairs to permit streamlining and
complaint resolution, his adminis-
tration is known for getting things
done. His focus on responsiveness
has restored faith in local govern-
ment and sparked civic pride.

Public Service That Prioritizes
People. Whether distributing gro-
ceries, supporting fire victims, or
visiting senior centers, Gabela
shows up where it matters. He be-
lieves every resident deserves dig-

nity, opportunity, and a voice in their
neighborhood’s future.

Order, Safety, and Smart Growth:
By raising police salaries and im-
proving traffic safety, Gabela pro-
motes respect and order. He cham-
pions thoughtful development,
stronger infrastructure, and small
business support —ensuring growth
is sustainable and community-driv-
en.

In Miami’s working-class neighbor-
hoods, Gabela’s three pillars —ac-
tion, service, and progress —offer a
clear blueprint for change.
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Congratulates tonight's honorees and
Parent to Parent of Miami staff for all
the hard work and dedication on this

N> 21st Annual <L

Journey of Dreams!

www.brokersfg.com




- —  Welcome - —

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of Parent to Parent of Miami,
we extend our heartfelt gratitude for joining us this evening.

It is truly wonderful to once again gather as a community to celebrate the
accomplishments of our honorees. These two individuals truly have made
a profound difference in the lives of children and youth with disabilities
and their families. Our Journey of Dreams has always been more than
just an event - it's a celebration of possibilities, a reflection of resilience,
and a reminder that together, we can achieve extraordinary things. It is a
night when we “journey together,” united in purpose and hope for families
seeRing guidance and support.

Though each of our journeys may look different, we share a common
goal—to find our people, our community, who will celebrate our victories,
understand our challenges, and lift us up in times of need. That’s what
HOPE - HELP - SUPPORT truly means.

At the heart of our logo lies a symbol that guides us - the heart itself. It
represents the compassion and dedication that define our work. Every
day, our team pours their hearts into supporting families who reach out,
often in their most difficult moments, seeking answers, comfort, and
direction. There are tears, yes, but also reassurance, understanding,
and the promise that together we will find a way forward. Through this
connection, families gain the strength and confidence to ensure their
children are included and embraced by their schools and communities.
Now, more than ever, we must all stand together to advocate, to amplify
voices that may not be heard, and to ensure that every child’s potential is
recognized and celebrated.

Thank you for being part of this incredible journey. Thank you for believing
in our mission.

Your support propels us toward a future where we can continue to dream
big for children with disabilities, a future where we are all Reaching for
the Stars!

"4

,/l/“ /v_, waﬁ-’:ﬂﬂ_ [iulﬂ" Lo i -‘\-.
W

\ s S gt
e

FARIDES GARCIA MADAY AULET IDAMAR SIVERIO

PRESIDENT AND CEO BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR



HOME
HEALTH

AMERICA-LOVING CARE MOME HEALTH. INC.

Compassion without Compromise
/

At ALC Home Health, we deliver compassionate,
high-quality care for every adult, child, and family
we serve. For over 20 years, our bilingual, licensed
professionals have helped loved ones live fulfilling,

independent lives. With an ALC home health
companion, you'll have peace of mind knowing
your loved one receives the support and company
they need to thrive every day.

505.828.5310

info@alchomehealth.net | www.ALCHomeHealth.net




- Evening Program - -

7:00 pm Cocktail reception
Silent Auction
8:00 pm Welcome and
Award Presentation
8:45 pm Dinner is served
10:00pm Silent Auction closes
10:45pm Auction Checkout Opens
- —  Menu - -

Hors D'oeuvres
Mini Chicken Empanada
Artichoke Hearts Stuffed with Goat Cheese Mousse
Bacon Wrapped Scallops

Salad
Brickell Chopped Salad with Varied lettuces, grilled shrimp, red olives,
cucumber, olive oil croutons in a sweet red pepper vinaigrette

Entrée
Creek Stone Farm Filet, Roasted Garlic Potatoes, and Seasonal Vegetables®

Dessert
Chocolate Tart with Cocoa Mousse and Raspberries
Creéme Brulé Mousse filled with Mango and Passion Fruit Cream

Coffee and tea service available

#\/egetarian option available upon request



Applied Behavior Analysis Services

Personalized Treatment Plans
Improved Social £ Life Skills
Caregiver Training and Support
Home, School & Center-Based Services
Early Intervention

School Readiness Program

Autism, ADHD & other Developmental
Delays

Accepting all Medicaid Managed Care
Plans

Accepting Most Commercial Plans

Schedule a Free
\“;:"'}'.’-1"; Pre-Screening Today!!
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Behavioral

Family Solutions



- - Board of Trustees -

Maday Aulet
Chair

Richard Bruguera Maria Salvo
Vice-Chair Treasurer
Josefina Beyra, Member
Ana Laura dos Santos Lara, Member
Mailyn Fernandez Montoya, Member

Jovani Padron, Member

- —  Staff — —

Farides Garcia
President @ CEO

Hilda Maiz-Vargas Constanza Morales
Operations Manager Advocacy Manager
Idamar Siverio Valerie Zenni
Development Coordinator Training Manager
Maria Alejandra Alderete Anneth Lezcano
Christine Alfaro Vanessa Lozada
Celeste Burden Bryan Marco
Vanessa Cunha Lisett Perez
lyodalys Gonzalez Erendhira Valenzuela
Jennifer Gordillo Stephanie Velasco

Danielle Leys



Let us help you, or someone you care for,
achieve financial independence!

Scan the QR code to sign up for exclusive offers,
promotional opportunities and financial education tips.

ZZ ABLE United

ABLEUnited.com/event-sweepstakes/

www.ABLEUnited.com 0 (in)




- — Carmen Pardinas —— —
Project SOAR
Miami Beach Adult & Continuing Education Center
IMPACT Award

Ms. Carmen Pardinas has dedicated 15 years to adult
education within Miami-Dade County Public Schools.
An alumna of Florida International University (FIU)
where she earned her Master’s Degree in Social Work,
her deep understanding of systemic support and
community resources has been instrumental in her
career. Prior to her current role, she was a founding
member of the Success Management Academy, an
initiative that helped hundreds of young adults (ages
16-19) attain their GED in Spanish while providing a
high school immersion experience. Her dedication
during this time saw students graduate and achieve
notable success, with some even attending the
University of Florida and becoming professional
network broadcasters.

In 2023, Ms. Pardinas embraced a new, deeply meaningful chapter. Driven by a
collaborative vision, she became the Project SOAR Coordinator at the Miami Beach
Adult and Continuing Education Center, housed at Miami Beach Senior High
School. Project SOAR is a pioneering pre-employment program for young adults
(ages 21-26) with unique abilities. The goal, supported by the administration, was
to create a classroom environment that provided real world experiences essential
for students to gain workforce ready skills. For Ms. Pardifias, this program is not
just a job it is a calling. She immediately began building a robust network,
leveraging her social work expertise to partner with organizations like Parent to
Parent of Miami, UM CARD Center, Center for Independent Living, and the City of
Hialeah Parks and Recreation Center, ensuring her students are given every
opportunity to thrive. This comprehensive approach shows how she inspires,
motivates, and promotes the potential of every young adult she serves.

Since the program’s inception, Ms. Pardifas has expanded Project SOAR’s reach to
create a truly inclusive network. She partnered with the City of Miami Beach Parks
and Recreation to form a Special Olympics Team and collaborated with the Miami
Dade Library and Visionary Artists to foster artistic expression among her
students. This extensive Community involvement and relentless spirit of Advocacy
demonstrates her role as a transformational leader. The success of the inaugural
cohort speaks volumes about her commitment. Last year, Ms. Pardifas successfully
assisted six Project SOAR students in securing diverse post-program opportunities:
two were accepted into the DeMoya Foundation (with one recently hired as a
Teacher Assistant), one was interviewed and hired by Publix, two were accepted
into college programs (FIU's Embrace Program and Miami Dade College), and the
final student was accepted into Job Worx and is now working at TJ Maxx. This level
of commitment fostering success in the classroom and securing opportunities in
the community is the profound impact Ms. Carmen Pardifnas brings not only to her
students but also to their families. Because of her dedication, these young adults
with unique abilities are now part of an inclusive network, opening doors for
others to follow. Ms. Carmen Pardifas is truly making an IMPACT for all.



ATLANTIS ACADEMY MIAMI
ENROLL TODAY FOR THE 2025/26 SCHOOL YEAR!

Kindergarten through 12th grade students
with unigue learning needs

L.I.LF.E. Program (Living Independently with
Fundamental Experiences) for young
adults 18+

Personalized instruction

Murturing academic, social, and emotional
growth

ATLANTIS 9}\ ACADEMY

White Sowthsts wiih Leasning Diflerenoes Thirke?
EsL 1876

Atlantis Miami - (305) 271-9771

AtiariRcadamy.com Atlantis Miami L.LF.E. - (305) 456-9578

Insurance Representative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual), Springfield,
MAOTIM-0001, and its affiliated US insurance companies. MassMutual Financial Group is a marketing name for
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) and its affliated companies and sales
representatives, Insurance products issued by MassMutual, Springfield, MA O, and its subsidiaries, CM. Life
Insurance Co. and MML Bay State Life Insurance Co,, Enfield, CT 06082. CRN201910-177392




- — Aida Diaz-Silveira, Esq. - -
CABA Pro Bono Legal Services
Neurodivergent Legal Assistance Program
Excellence in Family Advocacy Award

Aida Diaz-Silveira, a Miami native, is a
distinguished attorney with over 25 years of
experience representing clients across South
Florida. ShecurrentlyservesasaSupervising
Attorney at CABA Pro Bono Legal Services,
where she leads the Neurodivergent Legal
Assistance Program—a pioneering initiative
that provides critical legal support to low-
income individuals with developmental
disabilities.

Her legal practice focuses on representing individuals with
developmental disabilities and their families, particularly in
matters promoting maximum legal inclusivity in the community
through least restrictive guardianship alternatives and guardian
advocate petitions. Aida’s work reflects a deep commitment to
justice, equity, and community empowerment, especially for
vulnerable populations navigating complex legal systems.

Aida earned her Bachelor of Science from Florida State University
and her Juris Doctor from the University of Miami School of Law.
Sheis fluent in both English and Spanish and is admitted to practice
in Florida and the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
Florida. She actively participates in community events and
discussions, including panels on neurodiversity in law.

Beyond her professional achievements, Aida is a proud mother of
three daughters. She is passionate about understanding the human
experience and enjoys spending time with her newest family
member—a playful Golden Retriever puppy named Maggie.



PRESCRIBED PEDIATRIC EXTENDED CARE (PPEC)

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOCATION!

Pedikidz PEDIKIDZ OF FLORIDA

of Florida 7650 SW 117 Avenue
Miami, FL 33183

Our SGJ‘-W:C% include:

Pedikf&ged Nursing Care * Music, Yoga, Art,
* Physical Therapy Canine and
* Occupational Therapy Equine Therapy
* Speech Therapy * Private Pedikidz
* Feeding Therapy Transportation

’DW S‘Fac% go.”_ SWM « Behavioral Therapy « Saturday Activities

* Respirat Th ith Lt hatN
Pedikidz is a specialized care center for medically espira .ory erapy Wik une ?, °
. . . * Academic Programs Cost to Families
complex children who require nursing and therapy. .

Visit us at www.pedikidz.com

please call us at 305.596.0188 or email us at info@pedikidz.com Ei Pedikidz of Florida

‘ For more information, @pedikidz

O
CARD
Center for Autism &
Related Disabilities

University of Miami
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PARENTS HELPED DURING THE YEAR
Provided individualized assistance, peer support,
community linkage, direct referrals, and disability
specific information. We listen and share the journey!

ADVOCACY SUPPORT

Making sure students with disabilities are provided a free
appropriate public education. We champion their rights so
students can achieve their educational goals.

11 COACHING

Our Education and Support Specialist Team provided 223
individualized meetings with parents who needed extra
support and guidance. No parent should feel alone and lost!

WORKSHOPS

Knowledge is power! And parents benefited from the
various topics presented from early childhood to special
education law plus finance and legal issues that families
with young adults must face. All FREE of charge and
provided in English and Spanish.

RAISING AWARENESS

Actively worked with our community partners to raise
awareness of special education and disability needs, we
participated in 43 outreach activities to promote our services
in Miami-Dade County and provided outreach to almost
1,900 parents and professionals in our community.

1,294

PARENTS

N4

ADVOCACY
MEETINGS

223

COACHING
SESSIONS




Sponsors @ Underwriters

Diamond Sponsor
Commissioner Miguel Angel Gabela,
District 1 City of Miami

Sapphire Sponsors
A1A Behavioral Health & ALC Home Health
Bruguera Family

Emerald Sponsor
Brokers Financial Group

Ruby Sponsors
ABLE United
Atlantis Academy
Behavioral Family Solutions

Jade Sponsors
Baptist Hospital/South Miami Hospital
Carpe Diem Academy
Insigneo Financial Group
Mass Mutual/Coastal Wealth
MDC Padron Campus School of Education
Pedikidz PPEC
Pro-Health Behavioral Center
UM/NSU CARD
US Century Bank
VUMI Group

Underwriters
Bacardi
Benefit Access Partners
Commissioner Eileen Higgins, District 5 Miami-Dade County
Mayor Daniella Levine Cava, Miami-Dade County
Miami Kids Magazine
WAWA Foundation
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Standing by families,
every step of the way.

We proudly support Parent to Parent Miami'in
their mission to guide, connect, and empower
families of children and adults with disabilities. insigneo.com

WORLDWIDE

@@ PROTECTION

with no deductible,
and telemedicine care
that brings peace of mind.

*This product is not matketed in the United States

For more information, visit www.vumigroup.com or contact your insurance agent.

YUMI

TRAVEL VIP




AUCTION DONORS —— =

On behalf of Parent to Parent of Miami, we wish to extend our
most sincere appreciation to those businesses and individuals that
have so generously donated items for our auction. Only through
your donations can we strive to achieve our fundraising goals.

Actor’s Playhouse

Maday Aulet

Beyra Family

Books & Books

Butterfly World

Café La Llave

Coco Key's Water Park

Cult Wine Exchange
Vanessa Cunha

Deli Lane Café & Sunset Tavern
Elizabeth Ann Boutique
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
Flamingo Gardens

Florida Aquarium

Florida Panthers

Frost Museum of Science
Game Time Miami

History Miami Museum
Joe’s Stone Crab Restaurant
Kennedy Space Center

Lion Country Safari

Miami Children’s Museum

Miami City Ballet

Miami House of Creative Arts

Miracle Theatre

Museum of Discovery & Science
Olazabal Hair and Skin Salon

Parent to Parent of Miami Staff Members
Patch of Heaven Sanctuary

Perez Art Museum Miami

Pizzarello Restaurant

Puerto Madero

Red Carpet Salon

The Reset Lab

Sergio’s Restaurant

Zacheska Urdaneta

Vargas Family

Wheel of Fortune

WonderWorks

Xtreme Action Park

Young at Art Museum

Youth Engagement Council (YEC) Members

Z0o Miami

We extend our apologies to those donors not included due to printing deadlines.
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Individualized Educational
Program & Therapy Services

Free Autism Screenin%gz Open

House 11/08/20

H-12 Private School
#-nnlilﬂ Bm:r Analysis

a nguage Therapy
Physiaol Ther
Occupational r
Clinical Out Patient/ In-Home Services
PPEC Services

e aw

11025 5\W B84 5T, 78
MIAMI, FL 33173

L. 305.971.1230

T s B

wccassEn o /g ¥

.

ETTER TOMORROW " 1
75N

== U.S. CENTURY BANK

—

Together with Parent to Parent of Miami’s Parent Education and Support Project EEsE
funded by The Children’s Trust, U.S. Century Bank supports efforts towards family ; -
functioning and parenting practices to improve child health, school outcomes and 'E

systems of care for children and youth with disabilities and special needs.

E &
Mariano Martinez t it
SVP/Business Development Officer

305.715.5493
Mariano.martinez@uscentury.com

uscentury.com | 305.715.5200 @@ @O
Foie &



— Lissette Gonzalez - Emcee -

Lissette Gonzalez has served as a Meteorologist
for CBS News Miami since 2007. Viewers can
watch Lissette’s weathercasts weekday mornings
and at Noon. Born and raised in Miami, Lissette
feels grateful to work in her hometown. She has
also served as a meteorologist for national
newscasts including “CBS This Morning,” “CBS
i Evening Weekend News” and the CBS News
ﬁ\ ,/Fj streaming network.

-1 Lissette obtained her degree as Certified Broadcast
Meteorologist from Mississippi State University
and earned the National Weather Association

(NWA) Television Weathercaster Seal of Approval.

Prior to joining CBS News Miami, Lissette served as the evening Weather
Anchor for KTLA’s Prime News in Los Angeles, California. Lissette has had
a diverse career in broadcasting and entertainment on the national and
local level. She has hosted and reported for shows including “EXTRA.” She
got her start at the University of Miami anchoring Newscasts on UMTV.

Lissette is a former Miss Miami and Miss Florida. In 1998, she was named
second runner- up to Miss America, and won over $50,000 dollars in
scholarship money, which helped her complete her studies and graduate
from the University of Miami with a double major in Broadcast Journalism
and Music-Vocal Performance.

Lissette has performed the National Anthem and “God Bless America” at the
Miami Heat games, Marlins games, Dolphins games and at the Sony Ericsson.

Lissette volunteers her time to support many South Florida non-profit
organizations. She has served as Emcee for events to raise funds and
awareness for organizations including Parent to Parent of Miami, the Crohn’s
and Colitis Foundation, Branches, the Live Like Bella foundation, the
American Heart Association and the Dolphins Cancer Challenge. Lissette
also enjoys visiting schools across South Florida during career days to
speak to students about the importance of education and hard work.

Lissette and her husband Tony are blessed with two daughters.



Welcome to the
Warmer Side of Care.

There are many sides of care at Baptist Health. And
each one stays true to our values. Bringing humanity,
warmth and understanding to every person that comes
through our doors, Which is why we're here to stand

by you, through all of life's moments.

Welcome to Baptist Health.

Baptist

Health BaptistHealth.net

EXPERT AUTISM CARE 786-732-6298

@INHOME @INSCHOOL @ INCOMMUNITY

@&, PRO-HEALTH

BEHAVIORAL CENTER CORP

Applied Behavior

Analysis (ABA) Therapy
> Autism, ADHD Diagnosis
» Personalized Treatment Plans

Improved Social & Life Skills
» Caregiver Training & Support

www.ProHealthBehavioral.com



Dreaming BIG

For Children with
Disabilities and
their Families

Internos IT is proud to sponsor
Parent to Parent of Miami'’s
Annual Journey of Dreams Benefit.
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At

We support their mission of
providing families with information,
resources, support, coaching and
advocacy needed fo help every
child with a disability and their
parents succeed at home, school
and within their community.

Let’s dream BIG together? .

"‘.E.«" 5781-B NW 151st Street
Miami Lakes, FL 33014

“internos

gointernos.com




W PROBONO

LEGAL SERVICES

CABA Pro Bono Legal Services
congratulates Supervising Staff
Attorney Aida Diaz-Silveira on
receiving Parent to Parent of Miami's
Excellence in Family Advocacy Award!

We are incredibly proud of Aida’s impactful
work and unwavering dedication to
neurodivergent young adults and their
families. Her commitment is inspiring and
continues to make a lasting difference in
the lives of countless families.

Thank you to Parent to Parent of Miami
for recognizing CABA Pro Bono's efforts to
provide free legal services to the
neurodivergent community and for
supporting our mission to advocate for
inclusion for all. Through your trust and
confidence in our services, we continue
advancing our goal of serving those most
vulnerable, and we are deeply grateful for
your partnership and for the families we
are honored to serve.

www.cabaprobono.com




MIAMI
LEARNING
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY « AFFORDABLE * INNOVATIVE
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At MLE, individuals with special needs are seen, heard, and empowered.
Every student or adult who walks through our doors finds a place of
warmth, encouragement, and growth. Here, communication becomes
possible, friendships are formed, independence is nurtured, and joy is
found in everyday milestones.

SCAN &
SCHEDULE
YOUR VISIT

TODAY!

e ~ @mlelions * mleschool.org » 305-275-5900
5651 SW 82nd Avenue Road. Miami. FL 33143



Miami Kids Magazine is proud to
support and share Parent to

Parents of Miami's mission to be a
community resource that provides
families of children and young
adults with special needs with
information, education, and
emotional support,
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Speech
Language

Therapy &

Evaluations

PESIEN THERSFY

Proudly Supports Journey of Dreams
and the Amazing Accomplishments
Happening Everyday With the Support of
Parent to Parent of Miami!

Design Therapy of Miami provides speech & language

therapy for clients of all ages. From early intervention to
school-aged children who struggle with executive
functioning, reading/writing, and social skills to our
young adults with intellectual disabilities and adults
who have experienced a recent setback. Our
dedication to work with the family, academic, and
employment teams, truly sets us apart.

Kirsten Schwarz Olmedo, M.S., CCC-SLP, FSL, Director
8950 SW 74th CT #1701 Miami, FL 33156
305-662-1614

www.designtherapyofmiami.com




marmol

THE NATURAL CHOICE FOR STONE"

3500 N.W. 79th Avenue, Miami, FL 33122
305.592.1181 | marmol.com



Monarch

All Health

Serving Florida via
Telehealth/In-office

Book Online

MonarchAllHealth.com

Insurance Accepted

Services Offered:
Mental Health Services
Child Therapy

Addiction Counseling
EMDR Therapy
Psychological Evaluations
Medication Management
Military Counseling
Perinatal Therapy
Family Therapy
Speech Therapy

(=], (=]

WE ARE A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
JOURNEY OF DREAMS

SLOTO & DIAMOND

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

PRACTICE AREAS

GUARDIANSHIP ADMINISTRATION AND LITIGATION

ESTATE PLANNING
(WILLS, TRUSTS, ADVANCE DIRECTIVES)

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST AND SUPPLEMENTAL TRUST

PROBATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION

ONE DATRAN CENTER | 9100 SOUTH DADELAND BOULEVARD | SUITE 1607 | MIAMI, FLORIDA 33156
TEL (305) 379-1792 | FAX (305) 379 — 2328 | E-MAIL INFO@SLOTOLAW.COM | SLOTOLAW.COM
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SOLUTIONS | TEAMWODRK | PEACE OF MIND

PROUD TO SPONSOR
PARENT TO PARENT OF MIAMI

DO WHAT
MOVES YOU

DRINK RESPONSIBLY

CARTA BLANCA
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We are an award-winning agency dedicated to providing
exceptional Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Therapy. With
more than 75 years of combined experience, our team
delivers high-quality, evidence-based care in a supportive,
state-of-the-art environment. Our skilled Analysts and
Therapists work with children at home, school, daycare, or
community centers, as well as at our welcoming Doral
treatment facility designed for patients and families.

WE ARE HERE 24 HOURS A DAY TO SUPPORT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

305-224-1929 | team@alahealth.com | www.alahealth.com
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305.271.9 ww.ptopmiami.org



