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...school leaders share a 
clear vision for the school 

based on the values of 
compassion and respect 

for others. Pupils are 
ambitious and deeply 
proud to belong to a 
diverse and caring  
school community. 
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From the Principal

I am delighted to share with you our 2026 report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate. 

The report reflects observations, meetings, scrutiny of policies, and surveys conducted in the course 
of the inspection process in February 2026. 

In their inspection, ISI found that we ‘met’ all of the Standards in the five areas considered in the process.   

While a report can only capture a snapshot of three busy, energetic schools, I am pleased that Inspectors 
have recognised the energy and aspiration of our students and the dedication and commitment of our 
staff.  They have noted our deep commitment to pupils’ well-being, our broad and balanced curriculum, 
the time our staff give to support students, the breadth of opportunities on offer, and the success gained 
by pupils both academically and in other spheres. 

Matthew Shoults 
Principal
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Understanding the New  
ISI Framework

The Independent Schools Inspectorate’s (ISI) inspection framework is designed to provide a clear 
and holistic evaluation of school life, with pupils’ wellbeing at its core. Inspections since 2023 have 
focussed on how effectively leadership, management and governance ensure that the ISI standards are 
consistently ‘met’ and that pupils’ wellbeing is actively promoted in five key areas:

	 Pupils' physical and mental health and emotional wellbeing

	 Pupils are protected from harm and neglect

	 Pupils' education, training and recreation

	 Pupils' contribution to society

	 Pupils' social and economic wellbeing

The framework evaluates the impact of a school’s provision across education, care and personal 
development, recognising that pupils’ overall wellbeing is reflected in every aspect of daily school life.

The inspection framework makes a judgement on the extent to which each ISI standard is either 'met' 
or 'not met'.

ALL STANDARDS 'MET'
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Leaders understand their 

roles and place pupils’ 
wellbeing at the heart of  

decision-making.

Wellbeing 
 Leaders are keen to gather pupils' views so that 

their wellbeing is prioritised. Equally, pupils are  
eager to contribute ideas to improve  

their school experience.  

 Pupils’ wellbeing is monitored carefully by both  
pastoral and academic staff. As a result, pupils are  

happy and successful in school. 

 Pupils are confident to speak to adults  
about their concerns. 

 Through the PSHE programme and discussions with  
form tutors, pupils reflect on the importance of  

balancing academic work with recreation. 
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Progress

Pupils in the prep and senior 
schools make good progress... 

Senior pupils achieve highly  
in public examinations, 

typically achieving  
beyond expectations... 

 (Senior School pupils) progress to universities with  
high entrance requirements. 

 Parents receive regular reports about their child's 
progress, including information about attainment,  

and guidance for further improvement. 

 Staff are readily available to help pupils outside 
lessons through subject clinics. Teachers' detailed 

feedback on pupils' work enables them to know how  
to improve. Consequently, pupils are confident learners  

and ambitious to meet their targets. 

 In the boys' prep school, the curriculum  
prepares pupils effectively for entry  
into selective secondary schools. 

 Pupils in the girls' prep school also move on to the next 
stage of their education with appropriate academic  

preparation and confidence in their learning. 



Pupils are ambitious and 
deeply proud to belong 
to a diverse and caring 

school community.
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Pupils support and 
participate enthusiastically in 
events such as International 
Women's Week, Pride Month 

and Black History Month, 
demonstrating a mature 

awareness of the importance 
of equality and tolerance. 

 Pupils accept and embrace difference  
within the school community. 

 Pupils from diverse backgrounds are  
confident to speak openly about their beliefs  

in lessons and group discussions. 

 The school supports pupils' spiritual development  
through assemblies, the study of world religions  

and seasonal services. 

Diversity  
& Inclusion 

Community & 
Charity 

Pupils have a strong sense of service.  
They enjoy supporting one another in 

school and raising money for charities. 
Such activities enable pupils to develop 
self-awareness and an understanding 

of the needs of others. 
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Learning

Teachers demonstrate  
good subject knowledge.  

They plan lessons carefully 
and use a wide range of 
resources effectively.

Future Pathways

Throughout the school, 
leaders ensure that pupils  

are well prepared for  
their next steps. 

 Pupils are well informed about career options.  
Expert guidance for subject choices and for courses  
beyond school enables pupils to choose appropriate  

pathways for their future. 

 Pupils in the sixth form receive helpful guidance  
on university choices and apprenticeships from  

well-trained staff. Pupils leave school well prepared 
for life in British society. 

 Leaders provide an extensive programme  
of careers education. 

 In the boys' prep school, pupils are successful  
in gaining entry to local competitive  

secondary schools. 

 Leaders have established a broad and  
balanced curriculum. 

 In the senior school, pupils choose from a wide  
range of academic and practical subjects. 

 In the sixth form, pupils can undertake an independent 
research project or take an additional AS-level course. 
These opportunities provide pupils with the opportunity 

to broaden their studies, and to develop higher-level 
analytical skills.  

 Throughout the school, adults model  
good behaviour and set high expectations  

for pupils' conduct. 
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Prep School Learning

 In the early years, children are confident to try new tasks through play and exploration. 

 Pupils behave extremely well. Serious misbehaviour is rare and bullying seldom occurs.  
If it does occur, the school acts swiftly and effectively. 

 In the prep schools, pupils develop secure foundations in literacy and numeracy while also 
exploring scientific, creative, linguistic and technological subjects.  

Leaders promote study skills, including perseverance and curiosity, so that  
pupils develop increasing independence in their learning.  

[Prep school] children demonstrate 
effective learning skills and make rapid 
progress towards their learning goals. 
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Social & Moral Development 

Pupils of all ages articulate 
their views clearly and 

demonstrate a good 
understanding of the 

importance of showing 
respect for all people in their 

relationships with others. 

 Through the PSHE programme and discussions with  
form tutors, pupils reflect on the importance of  

balancing academic work with recreation. 

 Pupils understand the principles of  
fundamental British values. 

 Pupils demonstrate respect for others and apply  
these principles in their daily interactions with adults  

and their peers. 

 Pupils of all ages have a good understanding  
of right and wrong, and learn to accept  

responsibility for their actions. 

 Pupils mix well within and between age groups.  
Social interaction is fostered through the house system  

and in co-curricular clubs and societies. 

 Pupils' participation in the various school councils  
helps them to develop self-confidence and gives  

them a wider perspective on school life. 

 Pupils actively practise democracy when electing  
pupil leaders, prefects and representatives to  

the school council. 
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Co-curricular 

 Pupils grow in self-confidence as they develop  
their skills and try new activities.  

 Dance is popular, and pupils participate  
enthusiastically in music and drama. 

 Artistic, creative and academic societies  
provide further opportunities for enrichment.  

 Music and drama are popular options for  
many pupils. Participation rates in  
co-curricular activities are high. 

The co-curricular programme 
is extensive and well attended, 

with pupils often arriving early or 
staying beyond the school day to 

participate in activities. 

 Regular interaction between the boys' and girls' prep 
schools ensures that pupils work together confidently in 

academic and co-curricular activities.  

 Participation is particularly high in the prep  
schools and younger years of the senior school.  

Through sustained involvement in activities  
beyond the classroom, pupils develop confidence,  

team skills and resilience. 
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An inclusive sports programme 
enables elite athletes to achieve 
national success in their chosen 
sport, while offering provision 
for others to enjoy competitive 

matches or keep fit... Pupils 
achieve success at national  

level in sports including rowing, 
football, hockey and gymnastics.
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Pupils demonstrate 
physical confidence and 

understand the importance 
of maintaining a  

healthy lifestyle.

Physical 
Education 

 Leaders provide a comprehensive physical  
education (PE) programme across all age groups. 

 Competitive fixtures in the prep schools, across a 
wide range of sports, allow pupils to apply their  

skills and develop teamwork and perseverance. 

 Leaders ensure that PE remains varied and  
inclusive so that pupils participate regularly. 
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Arrangements to safeguard 
pupils are robust.  

Staff are well trained to 
recognise and report any 

safeguarding matters. 

 Leaders implement a highly effective assessment  
system that prompts staff to intervene in  

order to support pupils. 

 Clear and detailed policies meet the  
requirements of the latest statutory guidance.  

 Pupils learn how to stay safe, including online,  
through the PSHE programme. Internet filtering and 

monitoring systems are in place to protect pupils from 
potential harm when using school systems. 

Safeguarding

Pupils who have special 
educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) make 

good progress.  
Tailored support in the 

prep and senior schools 
enables them to access the 

curriculum fully. 

Special Education  
Needs & Disabilities (SEND) 
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Support

Staff are readily available to help pupils outside lessons 
through subject clinics. Teachers’ detailed feedback 

on pupils’ work enables them to know how to improve. 
Consequently, pupils are confident learners and 

ambitious to meet their targets. 
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Pupils learn to respect 
one another, to value 

difference, and to 
understand themselves 

and their place  
in the world.
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