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A Dental Legacy:
Dentistry is in
Liz Hunsaker’s Blood

Every Friday afternoon during their school years Liz Hunsaker
and her siblings would make the trip from their Bellaire home
to their father’s office next to the old Tidelands Motor Inn near
the Texas Medical Center. They weren’t going just to visit; they
were there to work cleaning up the offices. Now, lest you think
the elder Hunsaker was a tyrant (he certainly was not!), the young
Hunsakers were well paid for their services with Friday night pizza
or Mexican food dinners
with Dad. Those visits and
the delicious meals that followed nourished more than the youngsters’
bodies. They nourished their love of their father’s job serving others
as a dentist.

Dr. Jerry Hunsaker, Sr., a 1956 graduate of what was then known
as the University of Texas Dental Branch, had built a thriving practice
by the time his children were old enough for those treasured Friday
evenings. He also built a family legacy.

Elizabeth (Liz) Hunsaker DDS traces her two life passions, her
family and her profession, back to those carly days.

While she says she always assumed she would marry and have a
large family of her own, life took a different turn as she followed the
ambition that drove her from third grade on. After graduating from
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Today she has her
own successful practice, not far from her dad’s old office.
The office decor reflects Liz Hunsaker’s warmth and open
personality, with seasonal touches enhancing the homelike
atmosphere. She makes her patients feel like an extension of
her own family. There will be no dental-phobia here.

Her brother Steve, also a UTSD graduate (Class of
‘89), is a partner in the practice. Laura Santo Salva DDS, a
classmate of Liz’s nephew Chance at UTSD, recently joined
the practice becoming an honorary member of the Hunsaker
extended family. Many of their patients have been trusting
their dental health to the Hunsakers for decades.

Dentistry may not be the first thing that comes to mind
when you think of a family business but it often is. The
Hunsaker family is a prime example. Liz had two uncles who
: , 3 \ B wecre dentists, both also graduates of the UT Dental Branch.
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_ ST : dentist, Dr. Keely Riddle Hunsaker, and two of their five
children are now embarking on the own dental careers. If that
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were featured in a story about sibling UTSD students in the




Winter 2022 edition of Bonds and Bridges. Chance is now in a residency ut_sd_h
program in, South Carolina and Joyce is currently a third year dental

student.
“We do things as a family,” says Liz Hunsaker with an obvious sense
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for many ol her neighbors post-
Hurricane Harvey when her Bellaire
home remained high and dry during
the flooding..

There is another tie that binds
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The UTSD Alumni Assodation has
launched a new 2024 Directory
that will be published later this
year. We are in Phase | gathering
alumni data for this projed.
You will be receiving a postcard

to confirm the information the
.Alumni Association has is acurate.
If not, pleuase update.
Thanks for your help to insure this
project is successful.

In Memoriam

(loss of 1955
Clarence “Ducky” Musslewhite

Closs of 1967
Freddy R. Cessac

Class of 1968
Dallos Pierre

(lass of 1973
Sandy Sanford

(lass of 1983 and 1997
Jomes “Randy” Mellard

(lass of 1991
Barry J. Gomel

Al Anseciation Foundos Jund Secholonships

In 1985, 100 dentists committed S3000 each to establish the U'T Dental Branch Alumni Association Founders
Fund. While the corpus of that $500,000 has zrown to more than $1.5 million, it has also provided over S1
million of support for the dental school, Dr. Les Fullerton peesented this year’s scholarship reciprents, who
arce Bridget Bedore, Hakeem Bombata, Caitlyn Krebs, Decp Madi, Sherilynne Moore, Hedyeh Mosaffa,
Celee Smith, and Colin Smith

Chew on Jhis Fun Fact!

A Very, Very Old Tooth &5

An andent shark footh discovered near the Hawaiian coast is

being hailed as an historic find. Located by sdentists in the

summer of 2022, it is recognizred as the only megalodon tooth \‘ i
1o be plucked from its originol resting place, 10,000 feet deep

in the Pocific seabed. The fossil, which still has its serrated

edges, is speculated fo be between 3.6 fo 15 million years old.
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