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2 August (Mon) Real faith perseveres

New International Version

1 TJames, a servant of God and

of the Lord Jesus Christ, To

the twelve tribes scattered among the
nations: Greetings.

Trials and Temptations
2Consider it pure joy, my
brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, 3because
you know that the testing of your
faith produces perseverance. *Let
perseverance finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete,
not lacking anything. *If any of
you lacks wisdom, you should ask
God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be
given to you. ®*But when you ask,
you must believe and not doubt,
because the one who doubts is like
a wave of the sea, blown and tossed
by the wind. 7 That person should
not expect to receive anything from
the Lord. ® Such a person is double-
minded and unstable in all they do.
‘Believers in humble

circumstances ought to take pride
in their high position. "*But the
rich should take pride in their
humiliation—since they will pass
away like a wild flower. ' For the

sun rises with scorching heat and
withers the plant; its blossom falls
and its beauty is destroyed. In the
same way, the rich will fade away
even while they go about their
business.

2Blessed is the one who
perseveres under trial because,
having stood the test, that person
will receive the crown of life that
the Lord has promised to those who
love him.

3 When tempted, no one should
say, “God is tempting me.” For God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does
he tempt anyone; ' but each person
is tempted when they are dragged
away by their own evil desire and
enticed. "*Then, after desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is full-grown, gives
birth to death.

Don’t be deceived, my dear
brothers and sisters. ' Every good
and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows. ' He
chose to give us birth through the
word of truth, that we might be a
kind of firstfruits of all he created.
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3 August (Tue)

Real faith obeys the Word

New International Version

Listening and Doing

"My dear brothers and sisters,
take note of this: Everyone
should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry,
2 because human anger does not
produce the righteousness that God
desires. *' Therefore, get rid of all
moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the
word planted in you, which can
save you.

2Do not merely listen to the
word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says. 2 Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do

what it says is like someone who
looks at his face in a mirror 2*and,

after looking at himself, goes away
and immediately forgets what he
looks like. 2 But whoever looks
intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues in
it—not forgetting what they have
heard, but doing it—they will be
blessed in what they do.

26 Those who consider themselves
religious and yet do not keep a
tight rein on their tongues deceive
themselves, and their religion is
worthless. 2 Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and faultless
is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the
world.
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4 August (Wed) Real faith shows no favoritism

New International Version

Favoritism Forbidden
l,‘My brothers and sisters,

believers in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. ?Suppose a man comes
into your meeting wearing a gold
ring and fine clothes, and a poor
man in filthy old clothes also comes
in. 3If you show special attention to
the man wearing fine clothes and
say, “Here’s a good seat for you,”
but say to the poor man, “You stand
there” or “Sit on the floor by my
feet,” *have you not discriminated
among yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts?

>Listen, my dear brothers and
sisters: Has not God chosen those

who are poor in the eyes of the
world to be rich in faith and to
inherit the kingdom he promised
those who love him? ¢ But you have
dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who are exploiting you? Are
they not the ones who are dragging

you into court? 7 Are they not the
ones who are blaspheming the
noble name of him to whom you
belong?

81f you really keep the royal
law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing
right. ?But if you show favoritism,
you sin and are convicted by
the law as lawbreakers. ""For
whoever keeps the whole law and
yet stumbles at just one point is
guilty of breaking all of it. "' For he
who said, “You shall not commit
adultery,” also said, “You shall
not murder.” If you do not commit
adultery but do commit murder, you
have become a lawbreaker.

12Speak and act as those who are
going to be judged by the law that
gives freedom, ¥ because judgment
without mercy will be shown to
anyone who has not been merciful.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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5 August (Thu) Real faith works

New International Version

Faith and Deeds

¥What good is it, my brothers
and sisters, if someone claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? '> Suppose a
brother or a sister is without clothes
and daily food. '®If one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm
and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what
good is it? " In the same way, faith
by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead.

8But someone will say, “You
have faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without
deeds, and I will show you my faith
by my deeds. ' You believe that
there is one God. Good! Even the

demons believe that—and shudder.
2You foolish person, do you
want evidence that faith without

deeds is useless? *Was not
our father Abraham considered
righteous for what he did when he
offered his son Isaac on the altar?
2You see that his faith and his
actions were working together, and
his faith was made complete by
what he did. 2 And the scripture
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to
him as righteousness,” and he was
called God’s friend. 2* You see that
a person is considered righteous by
what they do and not by faith alone.

25 In the same way, was not even
Rahab the prostitute considered
righteous for what she did when she
gave lodging to the spies and sent
them off in a different direction?
26 As the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
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6 August (Fri) Real faith speaks

New International Version

Taming the Tongue
i,‘Not many of you should
become teachers, my fellow
believers, because you know that we
who teach will be judged more
strictly. 2We all stumble in many
ways. Anyone who is never at fault
in what they say is perfect, able to
keep their whole body in check.
3When we put bits into the
mouths of horses to make them
obey us, we can turn the whole
animal. *Or take ships as an
example. Although they are so large
and are driven by strong winds,
they are steered by a very small
rudder wherever the pilot wants to
go. ° Likewise, the tongue is a small
part of the body, but it makes great
boasts. Consider what a great forest
is set on fire by a small spark.
®The tongue also is a fire, a world

of evil among the parts of the body.
It corrupts the whole body, sets the
whole course of one’s life on fire,
and is itself set on fire by hell.

7All kinds of animals, birds,
reptiles and sea creatures are being
tamed and have been tamed by
mankind, ®but no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil,
full of deadly poison.

9With the tongue we praise our
Lord and Father, and with it we
curse human beings, who have been
made in God’s likeness. "Out of
the same mouth come praise and
cursing. My brothers and sisters,
this should not be. ' Can both fresh
water and salt water flow from the
same spring? ?My brothers and
sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or
a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a
salt spring produce fresh water.
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7 August (Sat) Real faith is humble

New International Version

Two Kinds of Wisdom

13 Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let them show it by
their good life, by deeds done in the
humility that comes from wisdom.
4 But if you harbor bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not boast about it or deny the truth.
15Such “wisdom” does not come
down from heaven but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic. "®For where
you have envy and selfish ambition,
there you find disorder and every
evil practice.

7But the wisdom that comes
from heaven is first of all pure;
then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial and sincere.
8 Peacemakers who sow in peace
reap a harvest of righteousness.

Submit Yourselves to God
i,’What causes fights and

quarrels among you? Don’t
they come from your desires that
battle within you? ?You desire but
do not have, so you kill. You covet
but you cannot get what you want, so
you quarrel and fight. You do not
have because you do not ask God.
3When you ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives,
that you may spend what you get on
your pleasures.

*You adulterous people, don’t
you know that friendship with the
world means enmity against God?
Therefore, anyone who chooses to
be a friend of the world becomes
an enemy of God. > Or do you think
Scripture says without reason that
he jealously longs for the spirit he
has caused to dwell in us? ®But
he gives us more grace. That is
why Scripture says: “God opposes
the proud but shows favor to the
humble.”

7Submit yourselves, then, to
God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. ® Come near to God
and he will come near to you. Wash
your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded.
9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change
your laughter to mourning and your
joy to gloom. " Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will lift you
up.

" Brothers and sisters, do not
slander one another. Anyone who
speaks against a brother or sister
or judges them speaks against the
law and judges it. When you judge
the law, you are not keeping it, but
sitting in judgment on it. ' There is
only one Lawgiver and Judge, the
one who is able to save and destroy.
But you—who are you to judge
your neighbor?




James 3:13-4:12
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9 August (Mon) Real faith waits

New International Version

Boasting About Tomorrow

BNow listen, you who say,
“Today or tomorrow we will go
to this or that city, spend a year
there, carry on business and make
money.” " Why, you do not even
know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist
that appears for a little while and
then vanishes. > Instead, you ought
to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we
will live and do this or that.” '®As
it is, you boast in your arrogant
schemes. All such boasting is evil.
71f anyone, then, knows the good
they ought to do and doesn’t do it,
it is sin for them.

Warning to Rich Oppressors
i,‘Now listen, you rich people,
weep and wail because of the
misery that is coming on you. 2 Your
wealth has rotted, and moths have
eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and
silver are corroded. Their corrosion
will testify against you and eat your
flesh like fire. You have hoarded
wealth in the last days. *Look! The
wages you failed to pay the workers
who mowed your fields are crying
out against you. The cries of the
harvesters have reached the ears of

the Lord Almighty. ® You have lived
on earth in luxury and self-indulgence.

You have fattened yourselves in the
day of slaughter. ® You have condemned
and murdered the innocent one, who
was not opposing you.

Patience in Suffering

”Be patient, then, brothers and
sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See
how the farmer waits for the land
to yield its valuable crop, patiently
waiting for the autumn and spring
rains. ®You too, be patient and
stand firm, because the Lord’s
coming is near. °Don’t grumble
against one another, brothers and
sisters, or you will be judged. The
Judge is standing at the door!

"Brothers and sisters, as an
example of patience in the face of
suffering, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.
1 As you know, we count as blessed
those who have persevered. You
have heard of Job’s perseverance
and have seen what the Lord finally
brought about. The Lord is full of
compassion and mercy.

2ZAbove all, my brothers and
sisters, do not swear—not by
heaven or by earth or by anything
else. All you need to say is a simple
“Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will
be condemned.




James 4:13-5:12
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10 August (Tue) Real faith prays

New International Version

The Prayer of Faith

BIs anyone among you in
trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone
happy? Let them sing songs of
praise. ™Is anyone among you
sick? Let them call the elders of
the church to pray over them and
anoint them with oil in the name of
the Lord. " And the prayer offered
in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise them up.
If they have sinned, they will be
forgiven. '® Therefore confess your
sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is
powerful and effective.

7Elijah was a human being,
even as we are. He prayed earnestly
that it would not rain, and it did not
rain on the land for three and a half
years. '8 Again he prayed, and the
heavens gave rain, and the earth
produced its crops.

My brothers and sisters, if
one of you should wander from the
truth and someone should bring
that person back, *remember
this: Whoever turns a sinner from
the error of their way will save
them from death and cover over a
multitude of sins.




James 5:13-20
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The Hong Kong Bible Society —
a Member of the United Bible Societies

“Providing a Bible that one can understand and at a price they can afford.” — has been the mission of
the United Bible Societies (UBS) for decades. Established in 1946, it currently has over 140 member
societies. UBS engages in Bible ministry, including Bible translation, publication, distribution and
promotion in more than 200 countries and territories around the world. Together, member societies
from different parts of the world assume 80% of the difficult task of distributing Bibles and facilitate
the planting and growth of churches.

Since 1950, the Hong Kong Bible Society (HKBS) is the sole official member of the UBS family
in Hong Kong. Devoted to the publication, distribution and promotion of the Bible, HKBS explores
every opportunity in spreading the Word of God. For instance, Bibles are distributed to hotels and
hospitals; daily Bible calendars are dispatched to the elderly who live alone, while monthly Bible
calendars are given to families of local communities. In addition, regular Bible promotion activities
are being held to encourage the reading and application of biblical principles.

From “Chinese Union Version” to “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese Union Version)”

The “Chinese Union Version” (CUV) is the most reputable Chinese Bible translation loved by all
Chinese around the world. It has nurtured thousands upon thousands in their spiritual lives and has
blessed numerous Chinese churches.

Back in the 19th century, the British and Foreign Bible Society commissioned Rev. Robert Morrison
to China to begin the Chinese Bible translation. After years of dedication to the translation work
in China, the complete Bible was published in 1823 (Shen Tian Sheng Shu). However, by the end
of the century, more than 40 different versions of the Chinese Bible were translated by different
overseas mission boards and were accessible in various Chinese provinces. This caused much
inconvenience to the Bible ministry amongst local churches. In 1890, the leaders of all faction
churches and missionaries met in Shanghai and agreed that cooperative translation work of the CUV
should commence with a spirit of collaboration to inspire future generations and pass on the Christian
heritage. After almost 30 years, the CUV was published in 1919.

With changes in literal expressions, the discovers of ancient manuscripts (such as the “Dead Sea
Scrolls”), the research work of the “Septuagint” version, all providing new insight to the translation
of scriptures, UBS obtained consent from local Chinese churches to revise the CUV in 1983. After
almost 30 years, HKBS published the Old and New Testament of the “Chinese Union Version 2010
(Revised Chinese Union Version)”. Being the first revised version of the CUV, it is hoped that the
spirit of collaboration and unity be lived out more fully in all Chinese churches as they read from the
same version.

While the digital era offers new challenges in Bible distribution, HKBS is keen to provide different
electronic products of the “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese Union Version)” to
encourage believers to read the Bible more often. (To find out more about our ministry, please visit
our website www.hkbs.org.hk.)
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Bible Translation « Expanding God’s Kingdom
Promoting God’s Teachings * Rooted in the Holy Word

The Worldwide Bible Society (WWBS), as its name implies, is an organisation that serves Chinese
churches and believers on a worldwide basis. Its predecessor was the New Chinese Bible Centre
(NCBC). Under the leadership of Dr Philip Teng and Dr John Pao, the two esteemed spiritual seniors,
NCBC was established in 1972 and began the translation work of “The Chinese New Version”
(CNV). The Chinese New Testament was published in 1976, while the Chinese New and Old
Testament was published in 1992. In 2001, NCBC transformed into WWBS. Immediately WWBS
was registered in Hong Kong, USA, Canada, Singapore, Taiwan and Australia. At the same time,
offices were set up in Malaysia, Philippines, China, Europe and New Zealand to extend the service of
promoting God’s word to Chinese churches and believers around the world.

Bible Translation Ministry

“Worldwide Chinese Bible ”(WCB): Many years ago we launched a new Bible translation project.
With a full-time resident scholar acting as the editor, dozens of Chinese Bible scholars from all
over the world were invited to carefully revise the existing translation with reference to the original
text, another group of scholars to respond and supplement, and a special team of Chinese language
professors to refine the language. The aim was to provide the Chinese churches with a Chinese
Bible which would meet the language needs of today’s believers for the next 50 years. By God’s
grace, “Worldwide Chinese Bible - New Testament” was published in Nov 2015. It also contains
rich commentary and notes on the translation and interpretation of the scripture to help believers to
read and understand the Bible. Twenty thousand copies were issued within 3 months, being warmly
welcomed by pastors and believers all over the world. In the coming year, we would focus our efforts
on the translation of “Worldwide Chinese Bible - Old Testament”. May God help us complete this
project within a year or two so as to meet the needs of believers in reading the scripture.

National Minority Bible: We have in the past worked with many international missionary
organisations to translate and publish the Bible for National Minority, using CNV as the blue print.
With the grace of God, usage of the National Minority Bible has been high and has resulted in
significant increase in believers. Upon the completion and publication of “Worldwide Chinese Bible”,
it will further facilitate the translation ministry for National Minority. You are earnestly requested to
support this gigantic and impactful ministry through your prayers and donations.

Promoting God’s Teachings Ministry

Publishing: Over the years, WWBS has published different types of Bible. These include “CNV
Study Bible”(the notes of which are based on the doctrine of Sola Scriptura, which also includes
the 6 creeds and proclamations, as well as more than 70 articles on basic beliefs); “CNV Soul Care
Bible”(which cares about the needs of the soul, addresses personal growth and contemporary social
issues and responds to life’s challenges with biblical truth); “CNV Exegetical Study Bible - New
Testament”(which contains more than 60,000 notes to help readers understand the basis of the
translation, principle of choice, cultural features, and the main explanations and translations); “CNV
Kid’s Bible: A Character Builder”(which helps children learn New and Old Testament characters and
develop important morals and qualities from their childhood”; “CNV and CUV Parallel Bible” and
many Chinese English bilingual versions (CNV/NIV, CNV/ESV, CNV/NKJV, CNV/NASB, CNV/
NET, CNV/NLT), Chinese Japanese bilingual version (CNV/NJB) and Chinese Italian bilingual
version. Thanks be to God, these publications are well liked and supported by the churches and
believers.

Training: Over the years, WWBS has organised Bible lectures, invited Bible scholars from all over
the world to teach the word of God, worked with churches of different denominations in different
regions to conduct life conversion courses, visited different churches to give thematic messages and
sermon, and assisted churches to nurture believers. May God use this popular training to bless more
churches and believers.

Other Ministries: These include Internet ministry, Bible offering ministry, theological education
ministry, student ministry and community ministry. Details are provided at www.wwbible.org.
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Our Vision:
To Evangelise The Chinese World With The Chinese Word

The vision of Chinese Bible International (CBI) is TO EVANGELISE THE CHINESE WORLD WITH THE
CHINESE WORD. To fulfil this vision, we focus our ministry on making the Bibles available, assessable and
affordable to Chinese people all over the world at all levels of Christian faith. In addition to translating, publishing
and distributing Bibles including English, Chinese and Spanish translations and diglots, we also seek to provide
biblical study materials, references books, and resources in both printed and electronic formats. Our goal is to
encourage believers and non-believers alike to know God through the Bible so that their lives may be transformed.
There are primarily four dimensions of our ministry, namely Bible Translation, Bible Training, the Oracle Bible
Centre and Bible Outreach.

Bible Translation

To provide the contemporary Chinese community with an assessable bible translation has driven the bible
translation ministry of CBI since its establishment three decades ago. Following the years on, two exciting new
projects took on, which are the translation of Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV) and the Chinese New Living
Translation (CNLT) .

¢ Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV)

With the change of Chinese language and remarkable advances in biblical archaeology and research over
the past decades, a pressing need arises for a new Chinese Bible translation reflecting tremendous insights
in scholarship and to be conveyed in language current to the time. We therefore in 1993 initiated the CCV
translation project, by which the Bible is translated directly from its original languages into contemporary
Chinese language. Most distinctive Chinese biblical scholars and language experts from Hong Kong,
China, Taiwan and overseas are involved in this project. The New Testament and the Pentateuch were
completed and published in April 2010 and July 2014 respectively, which were highly endorsed by
seminary scholars and teachers, pastors and believers alike. The rest of the books of the Old Testament are
still in progress and will be ready for publication in the near future.

¢ Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT)
The CNLT is translated from the New Living Translation (NLT), a contemporary English translation which
is marked out as a dynamic, clear, reliable and easy-to-understand version. The Chinese translation of
both the Old and New Testaments were completed and published in July 2012. Since it is understandable
to common people, the CNLT has proved to be effective in communicating biblical truth particularity in
areas of evangelism and discipleship training, and thus it has been receiving increasing popularity among
Sunday school teachers, evangelists, missionaries and new believers both in Hong Kong and abroad.

Bible Nurturing

Each generation and people of different stage of faith journey should have a Bible suitable for their spiritual
needs. CBI has always been a pioneer and visionary in publishing a wide range of Chinese/English bilingual
Bibles, including NIV, NKJV and NLT. In addition, we have published various study Bibles, Life Application
Bibles, and Bibles for youth, children and women, to name but a few. In view of the challenges from the cyber
revolution, CBI continues to explore new ways to present God’s word to the new generations. CBI Bible App
represents one of our endeavours that seek to empower a new generation of believers.

The Oracle Bible Centre

Established in January 2007 on-site of our office, the Oracle Bible Centre aims to extend CBI’s mission
from Bible publishing and translation to Bible teaching and training. We are committed to teaching God’s Word
faithfully, clearly and with solid study. Various Bible seminars and courses are held in the Centre on a regular
basis for pastors, seminary students, church leaders and lay Christians. Most of the seminars are free of charge so
that those with little financial resources may also be well equipped with the Bible.

Bible Outreach
The aim of Bible outreach is to impact the wider community with the life-giving message of the gospel by
organising activities for kids and students and establishing schemes of free Bible giving.

¢ Free Bible Giving
CBI collaborates with various churches, organisations and individual Christians to distribute free Bibles
and evangelistic materials to Chinese-speaking individuals and communities in particular those who are
economically underprivileged or in difficult circumstances.

* Bible Outreach Activities
Various activities are organised to get the Bible message across to a wide range of audience, ranging from
kindergarten kids, school children to senior people. Some of our regular events include the annual Bible
Recitation Festival with over 7,000 participants each year, the Bible Subject Reward Scheme for schools
and the Bible Giving Ambassador Scheme.

The long-term goal of CBI’s ministry is to impart the truth of biblical faith to all Chinese people by means of
making the Bible and Bible knowledge assessable to all Chinese-speaking communities so as to pave the way for
God to transform the whole Chinese world with the gospel!

May glory be to God in the highest, and on earth the blessing of the Bible to people on whom His favour rests!
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