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Season ONE: /K1l by Dazai Osamu

Instructors: Doc and Reiko Kane
Email: maplopo@maplopo.com

Prerequisite

An understanding of basic Japanese grammar and a desire to further one’s interest with regard
to reading and writing Japanese.

Course Description

This course takes a unique approach to advancing one's understanding of the Japanese
language. It uses a gradual, immersive, blended, story-based approach that enables serious
learners of the language a means by which to apply that knowledge to life at work, and to life
itself.

We will learn from one of Japan’s master storytellers, Dazai Osamu, using a short story that is
appropriately challenging for the engaged reader..., a story that is fun, quirky and filled with
heaps of current vocabulary and instructive grammar. This course provides an educational
experience the likes of which most have not previously experienced.

We will focus on the following factors that play a significant role in linguistic development; (1)
input, output, and interaction; (2) learning methodologies; (3) grammar and syntax; and (4)
storytelling.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, you should be able to do the following:

e apply knowledge gained from this course to enjoy more of the Japanese language in
both written and spoken form;

e express yourself and respond to nuanced work/life situations that take place on a daily
basis with colleagues and friends;

e express yourself more clearly on the page and via the spoken word without the need to
translate in your head;
provide examples of key grammar concepts and syntax used at all levels of Japanese;
define and use with flexibility, familiar and advanced vocabulary;
compare and contrast word and grammar choices so you can discuss intelligently and
with clarity the language with native Japanese speakers;

e establish a roadmap to learning that will give you greater satisfaction and success with
your language learning;
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e evaluate the effectiveness of pedagogical materials related to second language learning;
e assess and apply knowledge gained from this course to dispel popular misconceptions
about how Japanese is intended to be learned.

Thinkific Site

This course is managed in Thinkific. To view the syllabus, additional readings, quizzes and other
important course information, log in at https://learn.maplopo.com/users/sign_in

Required Materials
1. Dazai Osamu, 7K1l (1942) (translated by Maplopo, 2023)

2. In addition to the primary text, you will read recommended materials for the group calls
that will be held in the latter portion of the course. A list of those supplemental materials
are provided in the course calendar (to be determined year-by-year). Links to readings
(all within the public domain) are posted within Thinkific. There is no cost for these
readings.

Grading Criteri

Grades are assessed for the course solely to determine your final Pine, Bamboo, or Plum
status. Business and educational partners may, of course, have additional reasons for scores.

Evaluations 60% (12% each)
Group Session Essays 10%
Supplemental Reading Feedback Sessions 10%

Quizzes 15%
Participation 5%

Pine: 90-100

Bamboo: 76-89

Plum: 75-68

Quizzes & Evaluations

There will be final evaluations for nearly all sections. The evaluation format will include, but is
not limited to, short answer questions, composite questions, and J to E translation-related
scenarios. Please take note of the following exam policies for this course:

1. We believe strongly that tests are not a marker of one’s true capability with a language.
Nor are tests indicative of one’s priority for, and passion toward, learning. Quizzes and
evaluations within the course are purely designed so you can set personal
benchmarks—which are important. With this in mind, we do not force a passing grade on
quizzes in order to move forward to future modules. Rather than restrict progress, we
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provide pre-drafted instructive feedback for all incorrect answers, which we feel is most
important. That said, we encourage students to retake quizzes should they feel there is
still more to learn.

NOTE: Even though Maplopo does not require a passing grade to move forward on
quizzes and evaluations, if you are a Maplopo Schoolhouse student taking the course as
part of a benefit package at work, your internal team may require you to obtain a
particular grade on quizzes and evaluations. In such cases, students always have the
ability to retake an assessment until a score of at least 80% is achieved—all Maplopo
partner institutions agree to this pedagogical standard. We want to encourage students
to continue to learn, not stop them in their tracks.

If you are taking this course as part of a requirement at work, please be sure to be in
frequent contact with your onsite manager or learning administrator regarding your
progress. You may have deadlines outside those of your fellow students within the
general makeup of Maplopo Schoolhouse. It's your responsibility to be aware of this.
Additionally, because your grades are likely tied to performance goals, knowing where
you stand with your internal team is critical (See above note.)

If you are a college student taking the course as part of a Maplopo partnership with your
college or university, to receive any completion bonus negotiated by your university, you
will need to complete the course by the date prescribed by your professor or member of

the faculty.

Thinkific Quizzes

Every 1-2 weeks you will complete a short quiz in Thinkific regarding material previously
covered in the course. The purpose of the quizzes is to provide you with periodic feedback
regarding your understanding of important points covered in the course.

Group Calls and Participation

In the final two sections of the course, you will have seven group group calls with a Maplopo
instructor. On these calls we will either discuss the supplemental reading, or a pre-scheduled
writing assignment. To keep bandwidth and comfort at their highest levels, we will only use
audio during these calls. Your instructor will use screen sharing technology to help facilitate
these sessions.

Sessions will run 90 minutes.

Cheating, Copyright and Plagiarism
All students are required to submit an academic honesty statement prior to moving into the

initial modules of the course.

Regarding copyright, any attempt to copy, share or distribute whatsoever any materials within



the course, will result in quick and appropriate legal action. All materials created by Maplopo are
under copyright.

Keep in mind that should you be taking the course as part of a work or academic program you
may also have to abide by any work, college or university policies regarding cheating and
plagiarism.

This, of course, goes for using any form of modern technology (including Al), which may allow
you to produce work that is not 100% your own. During group sessions, we anticipate that all
work submitted and discussed is based upon your own work.

Students with Disabilities
Individuals with physical, perceptual, or learning disabilities should contact us at
maplopo@maplopo.com for information regarding accommodations.

To date, we have aimed to make the course as complete for all students as possible, including
custom subtitling and professional audio and video production designed to meet a variety of
standards. If you are in need of such accommodations, please consult with us on a confidential
basis at your earliest convenience.
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