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I was recently watching a news story entitled, “It is the way the game is supposed to
be played so, why is it such a big deal?” The story took place in June of 2016 at the
Indiana State Baseball Championships, during which a player from the winning team
went onto the mound to console the losing pitcher, who was laying on the ground vis-
ibly upset, rather than embarking in a celebration with his teammates. 

At the end of the story, the newscaster made a point to say, “The actions of the
player reflected on the coaches and the parents of the kid. Somebody is doing some-
thing very right.” Adults in the player’s life, leading by example.

When the newscast finished, I pondered about why the story made the news. I was
happy that the actions of the boys made national headlines, but saddened that acts

of sportsmanship are not the norm. The realization that stories like this are highlighted because they are
seen as something special and extraordinary was disheartening to me.

Throughout this year, the NMAA and our member schools are focusing on the importance of sportsmanship
by coaches, players and spectators. When you attend a game as a spectator, remember that you too are set-
ting an example for the kids on the court or field and for the individuals around you. Remember that it takes
just one person to make a difference and the way you act can set an example for your community.  

Be mindful of the example you set in whichever role you play in interscholastic athletics – as a coach, a par-
ent, a player or a spectator. Be POSITIVE and support your team, without being negative towards opponents
or contest officials. We need to all be a part of changing the culture of interscholastic athletics so that doing
what is right is no longer newsworthy. Competing with Class should be the rule, not the exception.

Let us all band together and lead by example. Show the youth of today that sportsmanship matters. Show
our student-athletes the proper way to win and lose. Show our “leaders of tomorrow” that their character far
outweighs their performance. In New Mexico, our news story should always read, “It is the way the game is
supposed to be played so, why is it such a big deal?” In New Mexico, let good sportsmanship and positive
behavior always be the norm.

Sincerely,

Sally Marquez
NMAA Executive Director

Sally Marquez
NMAA

Executive Director
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Second quarter action included a
touchdown run by Tell Swift of Animas.
The Mountaineers responded quickly
with a drive that included a 28-yard
TD pass from Reserve quarterback
Brenden Goetz to Isiac Johnston, with
an extra point to take the score to 22-
13. Reserve scored on another rush-
ing touchdown by Udell Nelson and
extra point from Ben Fletcher, bringing
the score to 22-20 with just over one
minute remaining in the first half. Just
before the break, the Panthers quickly
scored on a passing touchdown from
Brian Garcia to Orin Offutt, bringing
the score to 28-20.  

Coming out of the locker room, Animas put points on the
board first with a safety by Ty Wagley, taking the score to
30-20. Still in the third, the Panthers punched in another
score from Wagley, bringing the score to 36-20. 
The Panthers efficiently took the ball down the field in

the fourth, with Tell Swift scoring on a 27-yard run. The
extra point conversion was missed and the score stood at
42-20 with 5:33 remaining on the clock. The scoring wasn’t
over. The Panthers added another touchdown with a 35-
yard pass to Jimmy Moreno. The extra point was unsuc-
cessful, leaving the score at 48-20 with 4:27 on the clock.
Reserve was able to put two more points on the board with
a late safety by Ben Fletcher, but that wasn’t enough to tip
the scales.
With a final score of 48-22, Animas received their 8th

NMAA State Championship Trophy.

6-MAN FOOTBALL FINAL FEATURES ANIMAS VS. RESERVE

On a sunny Saturday in early November, both the Pan-
thers and Mountaineers had prepared for a matchup that
began decades ago. Each team’s roster for the 2017 con-
test included players whose fathers were on championship
teams from each school in the 80s and 90s, but it has
been a long time for either team to have the shot at the
championship.  
The Reserve Mountaineers entered the contest with a

record of 7-1, with their only loss during regular season
play against their opponent in this championship contest.
Animas came in undefeated, with a record of 8-0. 
Animas found the end zone first with a touchdown pass

to Ty Wagley to take an 8-0 lead in the opening quarter.
The Mountaineers followed with a TD pass to Billy Baca,
but missed the extra point attempt, leaving the score at 8-
6. Animas added to their first quarter lead, scoring an addi-
tional touchdown before the end of the quarter on a pass
to Jaiden Ybarra, making the score to 14-6 after a missed
extra point.
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rose might have one of their toughest
challenges of the year, as the Mus-
tangs were toe-to-toe with the Buf-
faloes. 
However, the three-time defending

champions turned up the pressure in
the second quarter, forcing Moun-
tainair to punt on all four of their pos-
sessions, while scoring 32
unanswered points. The first touch-
down was a 64-yard pass from Sena
to Carson Fraze, followed by a 15-
yard pass from Sena to Hunter Sor-
gen, making it 30-16 with 4:20 left in
the half. After the Buffaloes’ defense
forced another punt, Fraze scored his

second touchdown of the quarter on 31-yard run, giving
Melrose a 38-16 lead with 1:39 to go in the half. 
Mountainair was forced to punt once again with just sec-

onds to go before the midway point but muffed the snap,
giving Melrose excellent field position and a chance to add
to their lead. Then, with three seconds on the clock, Sena
hit Fraze on a 24-yard touchdown pass, making it 46-16 at
the break.
Melrose started the third quarter with the ball, as Moun-

tainair looked to make something happen on defense and
get back in the game. A fumble by Melrose is exactly what
the Mustangs were hoping for, as they took over with great
field position. However, Mountainair could not capitalize
and were forced to punt. Tristan Sena then scored on a 6-
yard run with 5:48 to go in the third to extend the Buf-
faloes’ lead to 54-16. 
Melrose added to their lead midway through the fourth

quarter on a 19-yard touchdown pass from Sena to Fraze
with 6:54 left in the game, making it 62-16. The Mustangs
responded with a 51-yard touchdown run by Chandler
Roberts to pull the score to 62-24 with 6:02 remaining in
the contest. On the ensuing kickoff, Fraze returned the ball
85 yards for a touchdown, his fifth of the game, to give
Melrose a 70-24 lead with 5:47 to go in the game. The Buf-
faloes added one more score just minutes later to end the
game at 76-24, capturing their fourth 8-Man title in a row
and the 12th in school history. 

MELROSE WINS FOURTH STRAIGHT 8-MAN TITLE

The Melrose Buffaloes (11-0) won their fourth straight 8-
man football crown with a 76-24 win over the Mountainair
Mustangs (9-2) in the 2017 NMAA State 8-Man Football
Championship game. It was a rematch from the 2010 title
game, which Melrose won 22-20. 
This was the 12th state title for the Buffaloes in football,

as Melrose was the only defending champion from 2016 to
repeat in 2017.  
The Mustangs opened the game with a 10-yard touch-

down run by quarterback Amador Brazil with 10:20 left in
the first quarter. Following a successful 2-point conversion,
Mountainair held an early 8-0 lead. The Buffaloes did re-
spond with a touchdown on their first possession of the
game, a 30-yard run from quarterback Sterling Sena, with
9:45 remaining in the first. The two-point conversion was
no good and Mountainair maintained a two-point lead at 8-
6. 
The Mustangs extended their lead to 10 on a 39-yard

touchdown pass from Brazil to Andrew Lopez with just
under four minutes to play in the first quarter. The 2-point
conversion was good, giving Mountainair the lead at 16-6.
Just 23 seconds later, however, Melrose answered with a
touchdown pass of their own, a 72-yard bomb from Sena
to Logan Devaney. This time, the two-point conversion was
good and Melrose pulled to within two points at 16-14 to
end the first quarter of play.
As the second quarter began, it looked as though Mel-
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2017 State Championship Recap

The U.S. Bank Class 2A Football State Championship
saw the #1 Ft. Sumner/House Foxes hosting the #2 Es-
calante Lobos on Saturday, November 11, 2017 in Ft.
Sumner, NM.
Escalante received the opening kickoff and the Foxes

defense held the Lobos to a three-and-out. Ft.
Sumner/House started their opening drive on their own 38-
yard line. On fourth down, the Foxes extended their drive
on a fake punt with 9:20 to go in the opening quarter.
Quarterback Jude Segura completed a 25-yard touchdown
pass to Peyton Lewis to put the Foxes up 7-0 with 7:50 to
go in the quarter.
The Foxes intercepted the ball with 3:21 to go in the first

quarter and were able to capitalize on the turnover. With
1:35 to go in the quarter, Segura ran the ball in from 21
yards out to put the Foxes up by the score of 14-0. Es-
calante turned the ball over on downs on their next pos-
session and a fourth down conversion by the Foxes again
extended their drive. The Foxes punched it in on a touch-
down pass from Segura to Justin Downey with 10:11 to go
in the half, making the score 21-0.
On the ensuing Escalante offensive drive, Hunter Stur-

geon of the Foxes took the ball 15 yards to score on a
pick-six with 8:32 to go in the half and the score 28-0. Es-

calante’s Esteban Archuleta con-
nected with Anthony Martinez on a 19-
yard touchdown pass to make the
score 28-7 Ft. Sumner/House with
4:10 to go in the first half. The drive
was set up on a Martinez run and a
drive-extending face mask penalty by
the Foxes.
The Foxes fumbled the Lobos’ kick-

off and Escalante recovered. The
Foxes defense held the Lobos and
their special teams partially blocked a
punt to give them the ball at their own
49. With 2:21 to go in the first half, Se-
gura connected with Sturgeon for a
51-yard touchdown, giving the Foxes

a 35-7 lead.  
In a strange turn of events, Ft. Sumner intercepted on

the next Escalante offensive possession at the Lobos’ 39-
yard line. A pass from Segura to Francisco Chavez took
the Foxes to the one-yard line. On the next play, the Foxes
fumbled the ball at the one and the Lobos recovered. The
Lobos then fumbled the ball back to the Foxes at the 19-
yard line with 51 seconds to go in the half. Segura con-
nected with Brant West with 44 seconds for a touchdown
pass, putting the Foxes up 41-7 at halftime.
On the opening possession of the second half, the

Foxes scored on a touchdown pass from Segura to Lewis,
putting the Foxes up 49-7. On the Lobos’ first possession,
they turned the ball over on downs, giving the ball back to
the Foxes at midfield. Another touchdown pass from Se-
gura to West put the Foxes up 55-7 with 6:03 to go in the
third, which is where the score remained.
The Foxes win marked the program’s 11th state title and

their first since 2010. The Foxes had played in the past
two state title games, losing to Escalante in 2015 and
Lordsburg in 2016.

FT. SUMNER/HOUSE CAPTURES CLASS 2A FB TITLE
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2017 State Championship Recap

The Eunice Cardinals (13-0) captured their 13th overall
football championship with a 34-13 victory over the Capi-
tan Tigers (11-2) in the 2017 NMAA 3A State Football
Championship game. 
It was the first title for the Cardinals since 2000. 
Capitan scored first on a 5-yard touchdown run by quar-

terback Price Bowen, with 7:02 left in the first quarter, tak-
ing a 6-0 lead after the missed extra point. 
Eunice answered with under minute left in first on a 1-

yard touchdown run by quarterback Mason Caperton. The
Cardinals connected on the extra point, taking the lead at
7-6. 
Eunice forced a fumble on the ensuing kickoff and

moved the ball into the red zone as time expired in the first

quarter. Then, just two plays into sec-
ond quarter, place-kicker Pat Kramer
connected for a 25-yard FG making it
10-6, Eunice.
The Cardinals' Juan Sosa scored

with just minutes left in the second
quarter on an 11-yard touchdown run
to give Eunice a 17-6 lead. Eunice
carried that lead into the locker room
at the half.
Eunice started with the ball in the

third quarter, quickly scoring on a 46-
yard touchdown pass from Caperton
to Tari York giving the Cardinals a 24-
6 lead, just 90 seconds into the quar-
ter.

Following another Capitan turnover, Caperton hit Sosa
for a 63-yard touchdown pass to make it 31-6, half-way
through the third quarter, with the Cardinals scoring 31
consecutive points.
Capitan did get on the board with a 13-yard touchdown

pass from Bowen to Jacob Smith, making it 31-13 with
4:21 left in the 3rd quarter. 
The Cardinals added a 15-yard field goal by Kramer with

just over three minutes left in the game but the Tigers
could not find the end zone again, as Eunice captured the
2017 3A State Football Championship by a final score of
34-13.

EUNICE EARNS 13TH STATE FOOTBALL TITLE
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2017 State Championship Recap

The 2017 NMAA Class 4A Football State Championship
Game between the Robertson Cardinals (11-2) and the
Ruidoso Warriors (10-3) was a game for the record books.
The Warriors laid claim to the 2017 title with a 57-54 win
over the Cardinals. 
Once the final seconds ticked off the clock, the two

championship caliber rivals had racked up 111 points,
1,178 yards of total offense, including 650 passing yards,
12 lead changes, a 99 ½ yard halfback option pass, and
14 points in the final 72 seconds of the game, including the
game winner by Ruidoso with five seconds remaining on
the clock. Robertson quarterback Arjay Ortiz alone ac-
counted for 343 yards passing and 170 yards rushing, and
accounted for six touchdowns, four passing and two rush-
ing. Not to be outdone, his Ruidoso counterpart Brennam
Stewart accounted for 208 yards passing and 81 yards
rushing, including three touchdowns.
From the opening kickoff, it was evident that defense

was going to be scarce. The only drive that did not result in
a score in the first half occurred when Stewart’s pass into
the end zone resulted in an interception by Ortiz. On the
strength of that interception, the Cardinals led 28-21 at the
half. 
Robertson upped the lead on the first possession of the

second half on a 41-yard quarterback keeper by Ortiz and
it looked as if the Cardinals would increase that lead to
three touchdowns after the ensuing kickoff. A squib kick

was fumbled by the Warriors, and they
started the possession on their own
two-yard line. Two plays lost all but a
half inch from a safety and the War-
riors faced a 3rd and 12 inside their
own 1-yard line. In what was the turn-
ing point of the game, halfback
Gabriel Dorame took a pitch from
Stewart, which drew the Robertson
cornerback to attempt to stop the run.
Dorame launched a perfect strike to
sophomore Layson Powell. Powell
took the pass at the 25-yard line and
sprinted 75 yards untouched into the
end zone. 
The teams traded touchdowns on

successive possessions before Ruidoso recovered a
Robertson fumble on the next kickoff. Ruidoso regained
the lead 43-40 on the next play on a 32-yard scamper by
Isaiah Otero, who tallied 120 yards on the day.  It took
Robertson just one play to gain the lead, as Arjay Ortiz
made two nifty moves and outran the Warrior secondary
on a 76-yard touchdown gallop, putting Robertson back on
top 47-43.
A muffed punt and 10-yard Otero dash gave Ruidoso

the lead back 50-47. Robertson appeared to be out of gas
but a 50-yard completion from Ortiz to Emiliano Berged on
a 4th and 14 gave the Cardinals new life. A 17-yard touch-
down pass from Ortiz to Jacob Gamel put the Cardinals
back on top 54-50. The stage was set for one final dra-
matic moment. A 40-yard dash by Stewart with 17.8 sec-
onds gave the Warriors the ball at the Cardinals 20-yard
line. A 15-yard pass to Dorame brought the ball to the 5-
yard line with five seconds remaining. Stewart had one
more trick up his sleeve as he took a direct snap and
started into the middle of the line. Seeing that lane closed
off, he rolled to his right and fit a nifty pass over the out-
stretched arm of Ismael Martinez and into the waiting arms
of Dorame as time expired.  
With that, Ruidoso took home the blue trophy, the pro-

gram’s first since 2014, when they defeated Cobre High
School.

WARRIORS WIN 4A STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
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2017 State Championship Recap

The Class 5A Football State Championship saw the top
seeded Artesia Bulldogs hosting the second-seeded Belen
Eagles at the storied Bulldog Bowl in Artesia, NM on De-
cember 2, 2017 in front of a standing room only crowd.
Belen received the opening kickoff and drove 75 yards

on the first possession of the game, culminating in a  two-
yard touchdown by Eagles’ junior Diego Casillas, giving
the Eagles an early 7-0 lead over the Bulldogs. Casillas
carried the ball 13 times for 58 yards on the opening drive
of the game. The score remained 7-0 at the end of one
quarter.
The Bulldogs were forced to punt on their first offensive

possession after a pair of sacks by the Eagles’ defense.
Artesia then stopped Belen on their next possession, forc-
ing the Eagles to punt.  
Artesia found the end zone three times in the second

quarter. Chaney Hardt scored on a 5-yard pass from Taylor
Null with 8:24 to go in the half, tying the score at 7-7. After
forcing a Belen three-and-out, Artesia quickly drove the
ball downfield and, with the ball at the Eagles’ 12-yardline,
Null ran into the end zone and put the Bulldogs on top 14-
7. After a turnover by Belen in the Artesia red zone, Null
once again ran the ball in and put the Bulldogs up 21-7
heading into the locker room at halftime.

The Bulldogs cashed in on the
opening drive of the second half, after
a kick return to midfield by AJ Estrada.
Null led Artesia down the field, result-
ing in a rushing touchdown by running
back Robert Fernandez. After a failed
two-point conversion attempt, the Bull-
dogs led 27-7.  
Belen answered with a long drive of

their own, largely on the shoulders of
Casillas, who had a 33-yard run and a
22-yard run during the Eagles’ first
possession of the second half. With
the ball on the 10-yard line, Casillas
ran the ball into the end zone, bringing
the score to 27-14 with 4:32 to go in

the quarter.  
The Eagles held Artesia on downs at midfield on the

next drive. Artesia’s defense forced a fumble on a long run
by Casillas, followed by a 63-yard touchdown reception
from Null to Joe Willingham, putting Artesia ahead by a
score of 34-14 to start the fourth quarter.
On Belen’s next possession, they drove the ball deep

into Bulldogs’ territory. An interception gave the ball back
to the Bulldogs and another Null to Willingham touchdown
put the Bulldogs up 41-14. An Eagles’ turnover on their
final possession of the game gave the ball back to the Bull-
dogs, who made it into the end zone one more time, to
bring the final score to 48-14.
The Bulldogs outgained the Eagles in total yardage 440-

304. Null finished 30-33 for 340 yards passing.  Junior
Casillas of Belen amassed 235 yards on the ground, scor-
ing both touchdowns for the Eagles. Artesia finished the
season with an 11-2 record and the title game was Belen’s
only loss, finishing at 12-1.
The win marked the third state title for the Bulldogs in

the past four years and their 30th overall. The champi-
onship was the first blue trophy for second year head
coach Rex Henderson. The Bulldogs overall post-season
record since 1954 is a staggering 94-19-1.

ARTESIA BULLDOGS CAPTURE 30TH FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 
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2017 State Championship Recap

The 2017 NMAA Class 6A State Football Championship
game between the Manzano Monarchs (13-0) and the La
Cueva Bears (11-2) turned out to be nothing like what any-
one would have expected. All season long, the two teams
proved to be offensive juggernauts, but it was the defense
for both teams that came to play that day. In the end, Man-
zano capped off an undefeated season with 14-7 win over
La Cueva and hoisted the blue trophy for the first time in
school history in the sport of football. 
It was the first time two teams from Albuquerque Public

Schools met in the state championship game and the first
time since 2009 that a team from Albuquerque won the
coveted blue trophy. 
The game started with La Cueva driving down the field

deep into Manzano’s territory. However, the Monarchs de-
fense held the Bears on third and six and forced a field
goal attempt. Manzano was not willing to give up the first
points of the game so easily, as Andrew Erickson blocked
the 20-yard field goal attempt, with the Monarchs taking
over inside their own 20 with 9:30 to go in the first quarter. 
The Monarchs drove the ball down the field inside the

Bears’ 10-yard line but were unable to capitalize, turning
the ball over on downs with just over seven minutes to
play. Both teams punted the ball away on their next pos-
session as the first quarter of play ended with the score
tied at 0-0.
La Cueva’s opening drive of the second quarter saw the

Bears drive all the way down the field, eventually facing a

fourth down and inches at the 1-yard
line of Manzano. On a direct snap to
the Bears’ Derek Loidolt, the Mon-
archs defense came up with a huge
defensive stop inside the one to take
over on downs with eight minutes left
in the half. 
Manzano was unable to make any-

thing happen and was forced to punt
for the second time in the game with
three minutes to go in the second
quarter, as the score remained 0-0.
The first half of play ended in a score-
less tie.
The third quarter started much the

same with both defenses maintaining
control of the game. Then, with 4:17 left in the third, Man-
zano’s Jordan Byrd broke loose down the left side of the
field for 41 yards and a touchdown. The extra point was
good as, the Monarchs took a 7-0 lead. 
On La Cueva’s next possession, Manzano’s Austin

Walker intercepted quarterback Dylan Summer, giving the
Monarchs great field position with 1:24 left in the third.
Manzano held possession of the ball into the first few min-
utes of the fourth quarter, but was forced to punt the ball
back to La Cueva, still holding just a 7-0 advantage.
La Cueva then drove 80 yards down field and tied the

game at 7-7 on a 9-yard touchdown pass from Dylan Sum-
mer to Grant Giesler with 7:40 to go in the game. Giesler
had three receptions on the drive to help tie the score. 
From their own 20-yard line, Manzano marched to mid-

field with just under five minutes left in the game. Erickson
took the ball on a sweep, 48 yards for a touchdown with
4:17 left in the game. The extra point was good and the
Monarchs led 14-7.  
Both teams were forced to punt on their next posses-

sions, as La Cueva had one last chance to tie the game
with almost 75 yards to go in under a minute. The Bears
took the ball to the Manzano 40-yard line and tried a “Hail
Mary” to the endzone but it was incomplete. With that play,
Manzano won their first ever State Football Championship
by a final score of 14-7. 

MANZANO WINS FIRST STATE CHAMPIONSHIP IN FOOTBALL
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Gateway Christian Title Game Stats 

SCORING

RUSHING

PASSING

RECEIVING

DEFENSIVE STATS



No.Name                                               Gr.
1      Hurley Breedyk                               Fr.
2      Wyatt Arlet                                      Sr.
4      Caleb Curtis                                    Sr.
5      Hayden Wigley                               8th
7      Jaydon Stephens                           Sr.
10    Jacob Swann                                  Jr.
17    Ethan Truetken                               Fr.
20    Elijah Perry                                     8th
21    Titus Arlet                                       So.
22    Gage Estes                                    Sr.

No.Name                                               Gr.
23    Ayddin Shaw                                  So.
25    Ryan Ellis                                       Sr.
33    Caleb Bogle                                    Fr.
34    Jacob Ramos                                 Jr.
40    Chance Estes                                 Fr.
42    Travis Pirtle                                    So.
44    Luke Tipton                                     Fr.
45    Brandon Reynolds                          Jr.
50    Jeremiah Capps                             Jr.
56    Reese Melton                                 8th

No.Name                                               Gr.
60    Tiberius Arlet                                  Sr.
80    Chase Gohres                                So.
88    Jacob Truetken                               Sr.

Head Coach: Shaun Wigley
Assistant Coaches: Justin Stephens, 
Mick Reeves, Jerry Kermode, 
Tucker Bruns, Sean Reeves
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Gateway Christian Warriors



No.Name                                               Gr.
1      Sebastian Jimenez                         Jr.
2      Pedro Ponce                                  So.
3      Sy Wier                                           Fr.
4      Aaron Hinojosa                               Sr.
5      Scott Alexander                              Jr.
7      Cristian Marizcal                             Sr.
8      John Coombes                               Sr.
9      Kivan Cardenas                              So.
11    Hayden Mullins                               Fr.
12    Kaden Rodriguez                           Jr.
13    Hector Urias                                   Sr.

No.Name                                               Gr.
14    Tyler Graham                                 8th
15    Ranley Krueger                              Fr.
16    Kayden Little                                   Sr.
17    Cesar Ibarra                                   Fr.
18    Ruben Ibarra                                  So.
20    Luis Cervantes                               So.
33    Bryan Garcia                                  Jr.
50    Abraham Duran                              Fr.
51    Kelton Kerby                                   8th
52    Ariel Baeza                                     So.
54    Skylar Campbell                             So.

No.Name                                               Gr.
56    Sam Harris                                     Fr.
57    Charlie Liverett                               So.
77    Carson Little                                   Fr.
88    Cesar Dominguez                          So.
99    Tanyon Lambert                              Fr.

Head Coach: Gary Richardson
Assistant Coaches: Stuart Graham, 
Fernando Jimenez, Jeramie Hogue
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Tatum Coyotes
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Tatum Championship Game Stats 

SCORING

RUSHING

PASSING

RECEIVING

DEFENSIVE STATS
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Eunice Championship Game Stats 

SCORING

RUSHING

PASSING

RECEIVING

DEFENSIVE STATS



No.  Name                                             Gr.
Trn  Edward Granillo                              Sr.
Trn  Brandon Ortiz                                 Sr.
1      Cason Pierson                                So.
2      Garrett Bush                                   Sr.
3      Mason Caperton                             Jr.
5      Marcus Tercero                               Fr.
7      Hayden Dean                                 So.
8      Jorge Ortega                                  Fr.
9      Evan McCalip                                 Sr.
10    Conagher Pierce                            Fr.
11    Avante Stevens                              Jr.
12    Logan Sisk                                     So.
20    Juan Sosa                                      Sr.
21    Michael Copeland                          Sr.
23    Austin Fabela                                 Sr.
24    Manuel Lujan                                  Sr.
25    Iram Martinez                                 Jr.
28    Timothy Matrinez                            So.

No.  Name                                             Gr.
33    Felix Gonzales                               Jr.
34    Richard Brown                                Sr.
44    Gustavo Espinosa                          Jr.
50    Johan Juarez                                  Sr.
51    Logan Gaskins                               Sr.
53    Angel Caudillo                                Jr.
55    Pacen Tippit                                    Sr.
56    Austin Blevins                                 So.
58    Adrian Perez                                  So.
60    Luis Gonzales                                Sr.
62    Jorge Ontiveros                              Fr.
63    Easton Mclean                               Fr.
64    Justin Couch                                  Jr.
65    Noah Mendoza                               Jr.
72    Antonio Granados                          Fr.
74    Sammy Monsalve                           So.
75    Leo Delgadillo                                 Fr.
77    Stevie Giles                                    Fr.

No.  Name                                             Gr.
78    Jesus Ruiz                                      Jr.
79    Julius Woods                                  Fr.
82    Joshua Carlos                                Fr.
84    Ovie Ontiveros                               Fr.
86    Cameron Santa Cruz                     Sr.
88    Everrit Montoya                              Jr.

Head Coach: Ken Stevens
Assistant Coaches: Dustin Tippit, Chad
Pierson, Henry Castillo, Barrett Robinson,
Tyler Wilson
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Eunice Cardinals



No.Name                                               Gr.
3      Matthew Pacheco                           Jr.
7      Ethan Esquibel                               Sr.
9      Geovani Zitz                                   Jr.
10    Daniel Esquibel                              Sr.
16    Ricardo Chavez                              So.
20    Santiago Pacheco                          Fr.
21    Jordan Aragon                                So.
23    Jaron Sanchez                               Fr.
25    Joaquin Romo                                Sr.
26    Elijah Velasquez                             So.
28    Stephen Sanchez                           Sr.
30    Estevan Patterson                          Jr.
34    Dylan Pacheco                               Fr.

No.Name                                               Gr.
36    Nathaniel Rodarte                          Fr.
45    Darren Chavez                               Sr.
52    Isaiah Campos                               Sr.
54    Mario Trujillo                                   Jr.
56    Gabriel Salas                                  Fr.
57    Jacob Esquibel                               So.
58    Brandon Guiterrez                          Sr.
67    Joe Lucero                                     Jr.
68    Tristan Marin                                  Fr.
70    Kameron Gauna                             Sr.
76    Enrique Jaramillo                            Sr.
77    Zack Romero                                  Jr.
79    Naheim Chico                                 Sr.

No.Name                                               Gr.
80    Genaro Zitz                                     Sr.
82    Marshall Patterson                         Fr.
Mgr Jaime Baca                                    Fr.
Mgr David Chavez                                 5th
Mgr Daniel "Bubba" Romero                 7th
Mgr Jason Trujillo                                  5th

Head Coach: Mario Trujillo
Assistant Coaches: Andrew Sanchez,
David Chavez, James Sanchez, Jeremiah
Lovato, David Lueras
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Santa Rosa Title Game Stats 

SCORING

RUSHING

PASSING

RECEIVING

DEFENSIVE STATS



YEAR     CLASS                     WINNING TEAM                  HEAD COACH                   RUNNERUP TEAM              HEAD COACH                   SCORE
2017 ......AAAAAA..................Manzano (13-0) ...................Chad Adcox .......................La Cueva (11-2)...................Brandon Back.....................14-7
..............AAAAA ....................Artesia (11-2) .......................Rex Henderson..................Belen (12-1).........................Greg Henington..................48-14
..............AAAA.......................Ruidoso (10-3) .....................Kief Johnson......................Robertson (11-2)..................Leroy Gonzalez ..................57-54
..............AAA .........................Eunice (13-0) .......................Ken Stevens ......................Capitan (11-2)......................James Weems....................34-13
..............AA ...........................Ft. Sumner/House (11-0) .....Brad Holland......................Escalante (10-2) ..................Dusty Giles.........................55-7
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (11-0)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Mountainair (9-2) .................Robert Zamora ...................76-24
..............Six-Man ...................Animas (9-0) ........................David Ramirez ...................Reserve (7-2).......................Ian Fletcher ........................48-22
2016 ......AAAAAA..................Rio Rancho (13-0) ...............David Howes .....................Las Cruces (11-2) ................Mark Lopez ........................39-17
..............AAAAA ....................St. Pius X (12-1) ..................San Juan Mendoza............Artesia (10-3).......................Rex Henderson ..................34-24
..............AAAA.......................Portales (12-1) .....................Jaime Ramirez...................Robertson (12-1) .................Leroy Gonzalez ..................43-14
..............AAA .........................Capitan (12-1)......................James Weems...................Eunice (8-5) .........................Ken Stevens.......................27-26
..............AA ...........................Lordsburg (8-2) ....................Louis Baisa ........................Ft. Sumner/House (11-1) .....Brad Holland ......................34-26
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (11-1)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Gateway Christian (11-1).....Shaun Wigley .....................58-39
..............Six-Man ...................San Jon (8-0) .......................Bobby Gomez....................Lake Arthur (6-4)..................Jose Porras ........................47-46
2015 ......AAAAAA..................Cleveland (13-0) ..................Heath Ridenour .................Eldorado (10-3)....................Charlie Dotson ...................48-35
..............AAAAA ....................Artesia (12-1) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Centennial (12-1).................Aaron Ocampo ...................42-34
..............AAAA.......................Hatch Valley (13-0) ..............Jack Cisco .........................Robertson (10-3) .................Leroy Gonzalez ..................17-7
..............AAA .........................Estancia (13-0) ....................Stewart Burnett ..................Eunice (8-4) .........................Ken Stevens.......................50-14
..............AA ...........................Escalante (11-1)...................Dusty Giles ........................Ft. Sumner/House (8-4).......Brad Holland ......................28-20
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (13-0) .....................Dickie Roybal.....................Gateway Christian (10-2).....Shaun Wigley .....................38-28
..............Six-Man ...................Hondo Valley (6-3) ...............Brandon Devine.................Floyd (5-4) ...........................Steve Foust ........................40-20
2014 ......AAAAAA..................Rio Rancho (13-0) ...............David Howes .....................Mayfield (11-2).....................Michael Bradley..................33-31
..............AAAAA ....................Artesia (12-1) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Belen (11-2) .........................John Lerma ........................49-21
..............AAAA.......................Ruidoso (12-1) .....................Kief Johnson......................Cobre (10-4) ........................Jerry Martinez ....................35-28
..............AAA .........................Estancia (11-3).....................Stewart Burnett ..................Clayton (11-1) ......................Collin Justiss ......................14-6
..............AA ...........................Escalante (12-0) ..................Dusty Giles ........................Hagerman (10-2) .................Casey Crandall...................34-30
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (11-1)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Logan (12-1) ........................Kene Terry ..........................76-37
..............Six-Man ...................Hondo Valley (10-0) .............Brandon Devine.................Lake Arthur (9-3)..................Jose Porras ........................72-33
2013 ......AAAAA ....................Las Cruces (12-1) ................Jim Miller ...........................Mayfield (11-2).....................Michael Bradley..................27-26
..............AAAA.......................Farmington (12-1) ................Gary Bradley......................Goddard (9-3) ......................Sam Jernigan .....................7-0
..............AAA .........................Robertson (9-5)....................Leroy Gonzalez .................Silver (9-4) ...........................Butch Branson....................34-7
..............AA ...........................Clayton (12-1) ......................Collin Justiss......................Hatch Valley (10-3) ..............Jack Cisco..........................28-6
..............A..............................Hagerman (13-0) .................Casey Crandall ..................Capitan (9-6)........................Jim Hughes ........................35-6
..............Eight-Man................Gateway Christian (11-0) .....Shaun Wigley ....................Foothill (8-3) ........................Pat Quillen..........................72-55
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (11-0) ................Jose Porras .......................Hondo Valley (9-2)...............Brandon Devine .................66-50
2012 ......AAAAA ....................Las Cruces (11-1) ................Jim Miller ...........................Sandia (9-3).........................Kevin Barker.......................35-28
..............AAAA.......................Goddard (12-0) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Los Lunas (13-2) .................Jeremy Newton ..................17-14
..............AAA .........................St. Michael’s (13-0) ..............Joey Fernandez.................Silver (10-4) .........................Butch Branson....................10-7
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (13-0) ...............Mario Trujillo ......................Tularosa (11-1) ....................Bryan Jones .......................28-0
..............A..............................Escalante (12-1) ..................Dusty Giles ........................Capitan (8-5)........................Collin Justiss ......................48-30
..............Eight-Man................Gateway Christian (11-0) .....Shaun Wigley ....................Tatum (9-2) ..........................Gary Durham......................32-26
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (9-1)..................Jose Porras .......................Hondo Valley (5-5)...............Brandon Devine .................65-46
2011.......AAAAA ....................Cleveland (13-0) ..................Kirk Potter ..........................Mayfield (9-3).......................Michael Bradley..................48-28
..............AAAA.......................Aztez (13-0) .........................Brad Hirsch........................Goddard (11-1) ....................Sam Jernigan .....................28-27
..............AAA .........................Lovington (9-3).....................Jaime Quinones.................St. Michael’s (12-1)..............Joey Fernandez .................14-10
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (11-2)................Mario Trujillo ......................Eunice (11-1) .......................Danie Hutchins...................21-14
..............A..............................Mesilla Valley (9-3) ..............Charles Gleghorn ..............Fort Sumner (8-3) ................Matt Moyer .........................41-6
..............Eight-Man................Gateway Christian (9-2).......Shaun Wigley ....................Melrose (10-1) .....................Dickie Roybal .....................40-32
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (8-2)..................Jose Porras .......................Clovis Christian (9-1) ...........Jason Swann......................54-26
2010 ......AAAAA ....................Mayfield (10-4).....................Michael Bradley .................Manzano (11-2) ...................Aaron Ocampo ...................69-42
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (8-4) .........................Cooper Henderson ............Aztec (12-1) .........................Brad Hirsch ........................45-34
..............AAA .........................Lovington (9-2).....................Jamie Quinones.................ABQ. Academy (10-1)..........Kevin Carroll.......................60-43
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (9-4) .................Mario Trujillo ......................Tularosa (10-1) ....................Bryan Jones .......................13-6
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (10-1) ..............Matt Moyer.........................Hagerman (10-2) .................Randy Montoya ..................17-12
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (7-3) .......................Dickie Roybal.....................Mountainair (9-1) .................Robert Zamora ...................22-20
..............Six-Man ...................Clovis Christian (10-0) .........Jason Swann .....................Lake Arthur (7-4)..................Jose Porras ........................60-13
2009 ......AAAAA ....................La Cueva (12-1)...................Fred Romero .....................Mayfield (11-2).....................Michael Bradley..................31-14
..............AAAA.......................Goddard (11-2) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Belen (12-1).........................John Lerma ........................28-21
..............AAA .........................Lovington (11-2) ...................Jamie Quinones.................Socorro (9-4) .......................Damien Ocampo ................28-21
..............AA ...........................Tularosa (10-2) ....................Bryan Jones.......................Lordsburg (11-2) ..................Louie Baisa ........................35-0
..............A..............................Hagerman (11-1)..................Randy Montoya .................Clayton (8-2)........................Bobby Spinelli ....................13-12
..............Eight-Man................Melrose (11-0)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Tatum (10-2) ........................Gary Durham......................64-14
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (9-2)..................Jose Porras .......................Hondo (9-2) .........................Brandon Devine .................72-70
2008 ......AAAAA ....................Las Cruces (13-0) ................Jim Miller ...........................Eldorado (12-1)....................Charlie Dotson ...................26-21
..............AAAA.......................Goddard (12-1) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Aztec (12-1) .........................Brad Hirsch ........................49-45
..............AAA .........................Portales (10-3) .....................Andy Correll .......................Lovington (9-4) ....................Jamie Quinones .................48-10
..............AAA .........................Texico (12-0) ........................Michael Prokop..................Dexter (11-1)........................Tim Fuller ...........................28-26
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (11-1) ..............Matt Moyer.........................Clayton (10-2)......................Bobby Spinelli ....................48-0

Football State Champions
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YEAR     CLASS                     WINNING TEAM                  HEAD COACH                   RUNNERUP TEAM              HEAD COACH                   SCORE
2008 ......Eight-Man................Melrose (11-0)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Tatum (7-5) ..........................Gary Durham......................52-8
..............Six-Man ...................Hondo (9-2)..........................Brandon Devine.................San Jon (4-6).......................Waymound Ragland...........56-26
2007 ......AAAAA ....................Mayfield (12-1).....................Michael Bradley .................Clovis (9-4) ..........................Eric Roanhaus....................49-48
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (13-2) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Goddard (9-4) ......................Sam Jernigan .....................58-31
..............AAA .........................St. Michael’s (12-2) ..............Joey Fernandez.................Robertson (9-6) ...................Chad Roanhaus .................27-6
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (12-1) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................Texico (9-3)..........................Michael Prokop ..................46-7
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (11-1) ..............Dexter McDaniel ................Carrizozo (10-2)...................Brad Holland ......................39-14
..............Eight-Man................Mountainair (12-0) ...............Robert Zamora ..................Animas (10-1) ......................Louie Laborin .....................38-26
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (9-1)..................Jose Porras .......................NMSD (6-3) .........................Robert Huizar .....................60-37
2006 ......AAAAA ....................Mayfield (13-0).....................Michael Bradley .................Alamogordo (10-3)...............Bruce Dollar .......................31-7
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (13-0) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Goddard (10-4) ....................Sam Jernigan .....................30-23
..............AAA .........................Robertson (12-1)..................Chad Roanhaus.................Portales (7-6).......................Andy Correll .......................28-6
..............AA ...........................Lordsburg (12-0) ..................Louie Baisa........................Santa Rosa (12-1) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................20-10
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (9-4) ................Dexter McDaniel ................Clayton (8-4)........................Gary Durham......................14-3
..............Eight-Man................Gateway Christian (12-0).....Shaun Wigley ....................Mountainair (9-3) .................Robert Zamora ...................54-20
..............Six-Man ...................N.M.S.D. (10-1)....................Robert Hulzar ....................San Jon (4-2).......................Waymond Ragland.............66-59
2005 ......AAAAA ....................Mayfield (14-0).....................Jim Bradley........................Clovis (12-2) ........................Eric Roanhaus....................17-7
..............AAAA.......................Silver (12-2) .........................David Carrillo .....................Aztec (11-3) .........................Brad Hirsch ........................27-20
..............AAA .........................Robertson (13-1)..................Chad Roanhaus.................Lovington (9-5) ....................John “Speedy” Faith...........28-27
..............AA ...........................Hatch Valley (10-2) ..............Charles Gleghorn ..............Tucumcari (10-2) .................Dub Smith ..........................54-7
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (11-2) ..............Dexter McDaniel ................Texico (7-5)..........................Mike Prokep .......................14-7
..............Six-Man ...................Gateway Christian (10-1).....Shaun Wigley ....................Melrose (10-1) .....................Dickie Roybal .....................78-47
2004 ......AAAAA ....................La Cueva (13-0)...................Fred Romero .....................Clovis (9-4) ..........................Eric Roanhaus....................40-0
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (10-2) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Silver (13-1) .........................David Carrillo......................42-0
..............AAA .........................Lovington (8-5).....................John “Speedy” Faith ..........St. Michael’s (7-6)................Joey Fernandez .................40-14
..............AA ...........................Hatch Valley (13-0) ..............Charles Gleghorn ..............Santa Rosa (10-2) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................46-7
..............A..............................Texico (12-0) ........................Mike Prokop.......................Cloudcroft (10-2)..................Terry Welch ........................35-7
..............Six-Man ...................Melrose (11-1)......................Dickie Roybal.....................Floyd (9-1) ...........................Jeff Gillespie.......................74-60
2003 ......AAAAA ....................La Cueva (13-0)...................Fred Romero .....................Mayfield (11-2).....................Jim Bradley ........................24-21
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (12-1) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Aztec (9-4) ...........................Danny Boyce......................35-14
..............AAA .........................St. Michael’s (13-1) ..............Joey Fernandez.................Lovington (9-5) ....................John “Speedy” Faith...........41-26
..............AA ...........................Hatch Valley (11-2)...............Charles Gleghorn ..............Lordsburg (9-4)....................Louie Baisa ........................41-12
..............A..............................Texico (12-0) ........................Mike Prokop.......................Loving (9-4) .........................Jamie Ramirez ...................21-6
..............Six-Man ...................Tatum (12-0) ........................Jarrod Sowder ...................Melrose (9-3) .......................Dickie Roybal .....................57-40
2002 ......AAAAA ....................Las Cruces (9-4) ..................Jim Miller ...........................Mayfield (12-1).....................Jim Bradley ........................17-14
..............AAAA.......................Onate (11-2).........................Kelly McKee.......................Goddard (8-5) ......................Sam Jernigan .....................17-14
..............AAA .........................Ruidoso (8-5) .......................Ridge Bowden ...................Portales (8-5).......................Glen Johnson .....................26-22
..............AA ...........................Tucumcari (11-2)..................Dub Smith..........................Santa Rosa (11-1) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................10-9
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (12-1) ..............Mario Martinez...................Texico (11-1) ........................Mike Prokop .......................15-6
..............Six-Man ...................Gateway Christian (11-0) .....Brent Green .......................Lake Arthur (8-3)..................Jose Porras ........................58-12
2001 ......AAAAA ....................Clovis (13-0) ........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Mayfield (13-1).....................Jim Bradley ........................17-10
..............AAAA.......................Artesia (11-2) .......................Cooper Henderson ............St. Puis (12-1)......................San Juan Mendoza ............28-20
..............AAA .........................Lovington (13-0)...................John “Speedy” Faith ..........Robertson (5-8) ...................Art Abreu ............................59-3
..............AA ...........................Tularosa (11-2).....................Bruce Dollar .......................Estancia (9-4) ......................Tim Garro ...........................51-28
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (13-0) ..............Mario Martinez...................Texico (8-4)..........................Mike Prokop .......................26-0
..............Six-Man ...................Ramah (10-1).......................Ron Stevenson ..................Lake Arthur (9-2)..................Jose Porras ........................101-76
2000 ......AAAAA ....................Las Cruces (13-1) ................Jim Miller ...........................Carlsbad (11-3)....................Kirk Potter ..........................45-21
..............AAAA.......................Roswell (10-3)......................Jack Cisco .........................Piedra Vista (11-2) ...............Wilson Wilhite.....................35-31
..............AAA .........................Lovington (11-3) ...................John “Speedy” Faith ..........Cobre (7-6) ..........................Brian Miller .........................42-7
..............AA ...........................Eunice (11-2) .......................Gene Strickland .................Tucumcari (11-1)..................Dub Smith ..........................9-0
..............A..............................Hagerman (13-0) .................Shawn Bohanon ................Fort Sumner (11-1) ..............Mario Martinez ...................17-7
..............Six-Man ...................Floyd (10-0) .........................Dan Sebastian ...................Ramah (9-1) ........................Ron Stevenson...................81-70
1999 ......AAAA.......................Las Cruces (14-0) ................Jim Miller ...........................Goddard (10-3) ....................Sam Jernigan .....................24-12
..............AAA .........................St. Pius (12-1)......................San Juan Mendoza............Artesia (9-4).........................Cooper Henderson.............22-12
..............AA ...........................Eunice (10-3) .......................Gerald Burns .....................Menaul (10-3) ......................Dan Snyder ........................18-0
..............A..............................Jal (11-2) ..............................Chad Merchant ..................Loving (11-1)........................George Frederick ...............26-0
..............Six-Man ...................Melrose (9-1) .......................Dickey Roybal....................Roy (9-1)..............................Matthew Baca ....................42-36
1998 ......AAAA.......................Mayfield (14-1).....................Jim Bradley........................Goddard (11-2) ....................Sam Jernigan .....................13-7
..............AAA .........................Artesia (13-0) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Ruidoso (11-3) .....................Les Carter ..........................35-22
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (12-1) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................Clayton (9-3)........................Bobby Spinelli ....................18-7
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (10-3) ..............Mario Martinez...................Texico (8-4)..........................Dave Lynn ..........................22-16
..............Six-Man ...................Roy (10-0)............................Matthew Baca....................Melrose (7-4) .......................Dickey Roybal ....................49-12
1997 ......AAAA.......................Goddard (13-1) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Clovis (8-5) ..........................Eric Roanhaus....................3-0
..............AAA .........................Artesia (12-1) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Silver (10-3) .........................Henry Carrillo .....................34-31
..............AA ...........................Dexter (12-1)........................David Campbell .................Santa Rosa (8-5) .................Frank Ortiz .........................27-25
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (10-3) ..............Mario Martinez...................Texico (10-3)........................Barry Partain ......................21-0
..............Six-Man ...................Roy (10-0)............................Matthew Baca....................Mountainair (9-1) .................Ernesto Renteria ................63-42
1996 ......AAAA.......................Mayfield (13-1).....................Jim Bradley........................Manzano (10-3) ...................Kevin Barker.......................14-0
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YEAR     CLASS                     WINNING TEAM                  HEAD COACH                   RUNNERUP TEAM              HEAD COACH                   SCORE
1996 ......AAA .........................Artesia (11-2) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Raton (10-4) ........................Tom Vertovec .....................35-20
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (12-1) ...............Frank Ortiz .........................Eunice (8-5) .........................David Lynn .........................27-0
..............A..............................Texico (10-3) ........................Barry Partain......................Jal (9-3) ...............................David Fouts ........................17-6
..............Six-Man ...................Melrose (9-2) .......................Dale Means .......................Lake Arthur (9-1)..................James Burch ......................72-60
1995 ......AAAA.......................Mayfield (13-1).....................Jim Bradley........................Clovis (11-2) ........................Eric Roanhaus....................13-12
..............AAA .........................Lovington (14-0)...................John “Speedy” Faith ..........Silver (12-3) .........................Henry Carrillo .....................24-7
..............AA ...........................Eunice (10-3) .......................David Lynn.........................Santa Rosa (9-4) .................Frank Ortiz .........................19-0
..............A..............................Fort Sumner (13-0) ..............Mario Martinez...................Animas (10-2) ......................Allen Williams.....................28-27
..............Six-Man ...................Ramah (9-0).........................Jesse Sauskojus................Melrose (7-3) .......................Dale Means ........................41-30
1994 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (11-2).........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Goddard (11-3) ....................Sam Jernigan .....................14-10
..............AAA .........................Artesia (12-1) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Lovington (11-4)...................John “Speedy” Faith...........35-21
..............AA ...........................Eunice (9-4) .........................Frank Ortiz .........................Tularosa (11-2) ....................Phil Schmidt .......................13-0
..............A..............................Jal (10-2)..............................David Fouts .......................Capitan (11-2)......................Ed Davis.............................34-0
..............Six-Man ...................Melrose (8-1) .......................Dale Means .......................Ramah (7-2) ........................Leon Porter ........................54-31
1993 ......AAAA.......................Goddard (12-1) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Clovis (9-5) ..........................Eric Roanhaus....................24-21
..............AAA .........................Artesia (9-4) .........................Cooper Henderson ............Aztec (12-1) .........................Danny Boyce......................28-9
..............AA ...........................Santa Rosa (9-3) .................Frank Ortiz .........................Jal (10-2) .............................David Fouts ........................21-3
..............A..............................Loving (7-4)..........................George Fredrick.................Cloudcroft (6-6)....................Danny Ward .......................29-12
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (8-3)..................James Burch......................Roy (6-4)..............................Randy Zarate .....................70-40
1992 ......AAAA.......................La Cueva (12-1)...................Ron Warren .......................Roswell (12-2) .....................Jim Bradley ........................35-0
..............AAA .........................Artesia (10-3) .......................Cooper Henderson ............Raton (10-3) ........................Tom Vertovec .....................24-0
..............AA ...........................Jal (12-1)..............................David Fouts .......................Hot Springs (10-1) ...............Travis Lee...........................33-20
..............A..............................Loving (9-3)..........................George Fredrick.................Tatum (5-6) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................27-13
..............Six-Man ...................Mountainair (9-0) .................Ernest Renteria..................Ramah (8-2) ........................Leon Porter ........................42-30
1991 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (12-2) ........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Eldorado (11-2)....................Bill Gentry...........................13-10
..............AAA .........................Goddard (12-2) ....................Sam Jernigan ....................Artesia (8-5).........................Cooper Henderson.............28-14
..............AA ...........................Menaul (11-0).......................Gus Brock..........................Jal (8-2) ...............................David Fouts ........................19-13
..............A..............................Hagerman (9-3) ...................David Lynn.........................Loving (7-4) .........................George Fredrick .................36-8
..............Six-Man ...................Mountainair (11-0)................Ernest Renteria..................Ramah (8-2) ........................Dennis Simons ...................56-8
1990 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (13-1) ........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Eldorado (9-4)......................Bill Gentry...........................28-0
..............AAA .........................Lovington (12-0)...................Jerry Brown .......................Bloomfield (11-2) .................Jim Cromartie.....................13-7
..............AA ...........................Animas (11-1) ......................Billy Henson.......................Lordsburg (11-2) ..................Louie Baisa ........................36-0
..............A..............................Texico (11-1) ........................Bruce Scroggins ................Hagerman (8-4) ...................David Lynn .........................28-0
..............Six-Man ...................Mountainair (10-0) ...............Ernest Renteria..................Lake Arthur (6-4)..................James Moor .......................47-46
1989 ......AAAA.......................Highland (12-1) ....................Mark Henry ........................Clovis (10-4) ........................Eric Roanhaus....................6-0
..............AAA .........................Goddard (12-3) ....................Jim Hite..............................Lovington (12-1) ..................Jerry Brown ........................6-0
..............AA ...........................Animas (12-0) ......................Billy Henson.......................Santa Rosa (9-4) .................Frank Ortiz .........................51-6
..............A..............................Loving (10-1)........................George Fredrick.................Tatum (8-4) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................11-7
..............Six-Man ...................Mountainair (8-2) .................Ernest Renteria..................Magdalena (8-2) ..................Bob DeVeries .....................74-28
1988 ......AAAA.......................Roswell (13-1)......................Jim Bradley........................Clovis (11-3) ........................Eric Roanhaus....................14-3
..............AAA .........................Portales (12-2) .....................Bob Crane .........................Ruidoso (8-6).......................Cooper Henderson.............31-15
..............AA ...........................Animas (12-0) ......................Billy Henson.......................Clayton (12-1)......................Rick McKay ........................23-8
..............A..............................Tatum (8-4) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................Springer (8-3) ......................James Jackson ..................10-7
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (10-1)................James Moor.......................Mountainair (8-2) .................Ernest Renteria ..................60-22
1987 ......AAAA.......................Roswell (11-1) ......................Jim Bradley........................Mayfield (10-1).....................Mike Draper........................29-7
..............AAA/Co-Champs.....Artesia (11-2-1) ....................T.W. Harvey .......................Lovington (9-3-1) .................Jerry Brown ........................0-0
..............AA ...........................Animas (13-0) ......................Billy Henson.......................Clayton (9-4)........................Rick McKay ........................14-0
..............A..............................Tatum (8-4) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................Cloudcroft (8-3)....................Don Warren ........................27-14
..............Six-Man ...................Lake Arthur (9-1)..................James Moor.......................Corona (8-3) ........................G. Ray Johnson .................44-2
1986 ......AAAA.......................Highland (11-2) ....................Bill Gentry ..........................Roswell (10-3) .....................Jim Bradley ........................14-7
..............AAA .........................Lovington (13-0)...................Jerry Brown .......................Ruidoso (12-2).....................Cooper Henderson.............20-7
..............AA ...........................Animas (13-0) ......................Billy Henson.......................Lordsburg (12-2)..................Travis Lee...........................31-7
..............A..............................Tatum (9-3) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................Melrose (10-1) .....................Dwayne York ......................21-0
1985 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (11-3).........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Alamogordo (12-1)...............Gary Hveem .......................36-12
..............AAA .........................Ruidoso (12-1) .....................Cooper Henderson ............Silver (12-2) .........................Gary Gibbs .........................21-19
..............AA ...........................Animas (12-0) ......................Billy Henson.......................Jal (10-3) .............................David Fouts ........................33-14
..............A..............................Reserve (8-1-1)....................Bill Richards.......................Tatum (7-5) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................14-0
1984 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (10-2-1) .....................Eric Roanhaus ...................Roswell (7-5-1) ....................Jim Bradley ........................17-0
..............AAA .........................Artesia (11-1-2) ....................T.W. Harvey .......................Aztec (10-4) .........................Jerry Bailey ........................33-12
..............AA/Co-Champs .......Animas (8-3-1) .....................Billy Henson.......................Tularosa (9-2-1) ...................Bob Cerny ..........................7-7
..............A..............................Reserve (10-0).....................Bill Richards.......................Carrizozo (9-2).....................Dennis Sidebottom.............21-7
1983 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (10-1-2) .....................Eric Roanhaus ...................Roswell (11-1-1) ..................Jim Bradley ........................50-18
..............AAA .........................Artesia (8-5) .........................Mike Phipps .......................Portales (8-4).......................Tom Gruber ........................22-8
..............AA ...........................Jal (9-4)................................David Fouts .......................Tularosa (8-4) ......................Bob Cerny ..........................19-7
..............A..............................Texico (10-1) ........................David Lynn.........................Tatum (9-1) ..........................Kerry Scott .........................23-0
1982 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (11-2).........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Alamogordo (9-4-1) .............Gary Hveem .......................20-7
..............AAA .........................Artesia (9-4) .........................Mike Phipps .......................Silver (12-2) .........................George James....................31-28
..............AA ...........................Moriarty (11-1) .....................Ted Hern ............................Santa Rosa (9-3) .................John Warfield .....................23-6
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YEAR     CLASS                     WINNING TEAM                  HEAD COACH                   RUNNERUP TEAM              HEAD COACH                   SCORE
1982 ......A..............................Capitan (7-2-1).....................Mel Holland........................Reserve (7-3).......................Bill Richards .......................14-12
1981 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (9-3) ..........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Hobbs (11-2)........................Doug James .......................27-7
..............AAA .........................Portales (10-3) .....................Tom Gruber........................Silver (10-3) .........................George James....................20-16
..............AA ...........................Moriarty (13-0) .....................Ted Hern ............................Estancia (7-6) ......................Bob Bell ..............................45-8
..............A..............................Reserve (10-0).....................Bill Richards.......................Texico (9-1)..........................Paul Topliff..........................14-8
1980 ......AAAA.......................Eldorado (13-0)....................Jerry Hall ...........................Clovis (11-2) ........................Eric Roanhaus....................14-11
..............AAA .........................Artesia (13-1) .......................Mike Phipps .......................Bloomfield (11-2) .................Barry Coffman ....................50-30
..............AA ...........................Jal (9-3)................................David Fouts .......................Moriarty (12-1) .....................Ted Hern.............................28-6
..............A..............................Reserve (10-0).....................Bill Richards.......................Capitan (5-4)........................Mel Holland ........................26-20
1979 ......AAAA.......................Santa Fe (13-1)....................David Church.....................Eldorado (11-2)....................Jerry Hall ............................19-15
..............AAA .........................Portales (11-2) .....................Tom Gruber........................Silver (10-4) .........................George James....................15-14
..............AA ...........................Estancia (10-1-1) .................Bob Bell .............................Hatch Valley (6-5) ................Gary Haggard.....................33-7
..............A..............................Hagerman (11-0-1) ..............James Newton...................Texico (11-1) ........................Paul Topliff..........................9-7
1978 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (10-4) ........................Eric Roanhaus ...................Eldorado (12-1)....................Jerry Hall ............................7-3
..............AAA .........................Artesia (10-3-1)....................Mike Phipps .......................Bloomfield (11-2) .................Barry Coffman ....................13-0
..............AA ...........................Eunice (11-2) .......................Tom Gruber........................Clayton (7-6)........................Phillip Ehly..........................8-0
..............A..............................Hagerman (7-3-1) ................James Newton...................Texico (10-2)........................Paul Topliff..........................35-19
1977 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (12-2) ........................Dunny Goode ....................Sandia (11-2) .......................Jim Ottmann.......................3-0
..............AAA .........................Socorro (10-2-1) ..................Eddie Castaneda ...............ABQ. Academy (10-1)..........Harry Herder ......................12-7
..............AA ...........................Eunice (6-6) .........................Tom Gruber........................Jal (6-6) ...............................Frank Gage ........................20-19
..............A..............................Hagerman (11-1)..................James Newton...................Corona (5-6) ........................Paul Warfield ......................48-14
1976 ......AAAA.......................Sandia (10-2-1)....................Jim Ottmann ......................Mayfield (10-3).....................Clem Mancini .....................23-6
..............AAA .........................Artesia (11-1-1) ....................Mike Phipps .......................Socorro (11-2)......................Eddie Castaneda................46-6
..............AA ...........................McCurdy (11-1) ....................Jerry Hunsberger ...............Clayton (9-3)........................Phillip Ehly..........................22-16
..............A..............................Carrizozo (9-3).....................Henry Paul .........................Capitan (10-2)......................Billy Henson .......................8-0
1975 ......AAAA.......................Las Cruces (13-0) ................Rex Hennington.................Eldorado (11-1-1).................Jerry Hall ............................29-15
..............AAA .........................Artesia (11-1) .......................Mike Phipps .......................St. Pius (10-2)......................Ray Gianinni.......................22-17
..............AA ...........................Eunice (9-4) .........................Tom Gruber........................Dexter (12-1) .......................Gerald Burns ......................22-6
..............A..............................Hagerman (10-1) .................Barry Coffman....................Reserve (8-1).......................Robert Sampson ................55-0
1974 ......AAAA.......................Del Norte (13-0) ...................Howard Anderson ..............Hobbs (8-5)..........................Pat Tone .............................14-6
..............AAA .........................Artesia (13-0) .......................Mike Phipps .......................Deming (11-2)......................Rusty Hofacket...................23-0
..............AA ...........................Jal (9-3)................................Frank Gage........................Clayton (10-2)......................Phillip Ehly..........................24-21
..............A..............................Hagerman (9-1) ...................Berry Coffman....................Carrizozo (3-7).....................Levon Webb .......................48-6
1973 ......AAAA.......................Clovis (14-0) ........................Dunny Goode ....................Hobbs (10-4)........................Pat Tone .............................16-0
..............AAA .........................St. Pius (12-0)......................Ray Gianinni ......................St. Michael’s (9-3)................Mike Noonan ......................27-16
..............AA ...........................Kirtland (10-0-2)...................Ed Suson ...........................Jal (7-5) ...............................Frank Gage ........................34-0
..............A/Co-Champs..........Cloudcroft (9-0-1).................Everett Banister .................Vaughn (7-3-1).....................Leo Abeyta .........................8-8
1972 ......AAAA.......................Hobbs (10-2)........................Pat Tone.............................Mayfield (10-2).....................Jim Bradley ........................31-15
..............AAA .........................St. Michael’s (9-3) ................Mike Noonan .....................Lovington (9-4) ....................Dale Buck...........................28-6
..............AA ...........................Ruidoso (10-1-1)..................Doyle Howell......................Jal (6-5) ...............................Frank Gage ........................12-6
..............A..............................Carrizozo (10-0)...................Roger St. Louis..................Melrose (6-2-1) ....................Dan Ward ...........................19-14
1971 ......AAAA.......................Mayfield (10-1).....................Jim Bradley........................West Mesa (9-2) ..................Jimmy Juarez .....................24-20
..............AAA .........................Cobre (11-0-1) .....................Ron Darnell........................Portales (8-4).......................Chuck Inman ......................16-14
..............AA ...........................Jal (6-5)................................Frank Gage........................Ruidoso (9-3).......................Doyle Howell ......................21-6
..............A..............................Carrizozo (11-0) ...................Roger St. Louis..................Hagerman (8-2) ...................Army Silinas .......................20-7
1970 ......AAAA.......................Hobbs (12-1)........................Doug Ethridge....................Highland (9-2)......................Bill Gentry...........................20-0
..............AAA .........................Lovington (9-3-1) .................Dale Buck ..........................St. Michael’s (8-4)................Mike Noonan ......................29-7
..............AA ...........................Jal (7-4-1) ............................Doyle Howell......................Kirtland (8-3-1).....................Ed Fuson............................40-13
..............A..............................Carrizozo (9-1-1)..................Eli Casey ...........................Navajo Mission (6-4)............Jack Pickens ......................28-8
1969 ......AAAA.......................Artesia (12-1) .......................L.G. Henderson .................Hobbs (9-4)..........................Doug Ethridge ....................21-8
..............AAA .........................Lovington (9-3).....................Harold Teal.........................West Las Vegas (10-1) ........Frank Herrera.....................46-14
..............AA ...........................Kirtland (10-1) ......................Martin Wade ......................Eunice (9-3) .........................Hershel Roach ...................12-3
..............A..............................Carrizozo (9-2).....................Tom Pannell .......................Cloudcroft (5-4)....................Everet Banister...................28-6
1968 ......AA ...........................Artesia (12-0) .......................L.G. Henderson .................Sandia (9-2).........................Clem Charlton ....................40-0
..............A..............................Lovington (9-2-1) .................Harold Teal.........................Aztec (10-2) .........................Martin Steffan.....................13-12
..............B..............................Hot Springs (12-0) ...............Travis Lee ..........................Jal (6-5) ...............................Doyle Howell ......................23-0
..............C..............................Navajo Mission (6-3-1).........Joe Price............................Roy (6-4)..............................Riddle .................................30-6
1967 ......AA ...........................Artesia (9-2-1)......................L.G. Henderson .................Albuquerque (7-2-2) ............Myrl Smith ..........................40-14
..............A..............................Goddard (9-2-1) ...................Scott Henington .................Cobre (10-1) ........................Fred Byrd ...........................14-6
..............B..............................Jal (10-1)..............................Doyle Howell......................Bloomfield (10-1) .................John Salvo .........................40-0
..............C..............................Roy (8-1)..............................Ken Willis ...........................Cloudcroft (2-7)....................Everett Banister..................33-7
1966 ......AA ...........................Artesia (12-0) .......................L.G. Henderson .................Highland (10-1)....................Bill Gentry...........................40-14
..............A..............................Los Alamos (10-2)................Dale Parini .........................Gadsden (5-5-1) ..................James Canady ...................21-0
..............B..............................Bloomfield (11-0)..................John Salvo.........................Jal (9-2) ...............................Don Schmidt.......................34-23
..............C..............................Roy (8-1)..............................Roy Sturtz ..........................Dexter (7-2) .........................Bob White...........................37-25
1965 ......AA ...........................Highland (11-0) ....................Bill Gentry ..........................Hobbs (11-1)........................Bob Burns ..........................13-10
..............A..............................NMMI (9-2-1) .......................Marshall Brown..................Deming (7-3-2) ....................Rusty Hofacket...................33-0
..............B..............................Eunice (10-1) .......................Martin Wade ......................Tularosa (8-4) ......................Boone Jackson...................20-0
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YEAR     CLASS                     WINNING TEAM                  HEAD COACH                   RUNNERUP TEAM              HEAD COACH                   SCORE
1965 ......C..............................Roy (8-1-1)...........................Roy Sturtz ..........................Capitan (8-2)........................Melvin Romero ...................30-7
1964 ......AA ...........................Artesia (11-1) .......................L.G. Henderson .................Highland (9-1)......................Bill Gentry...........................20-6
..............A..............................St. Michael’s (8-3) ................Ernie Abreu........................St. Mary’s (9-3) ....................Babe Parenti ......................12-6
..............B..............................Kirtland (10-1) ......................Bill Slade............................Eunice (5-5-1)......................Martin Wade .......................14-0
..............C..............................Carrizozo (9-1).....................Bernie Laabs .....................Roy (6-3-1) ..........................John Solis...........................26-7
1963 ......AA ...........................Highland (11-0) ....................Bill Gentry ..........................Las Cruces (8-2-1)...............Ed Boykin ...........................20-0
..............A..............................NMMI (10-0-2) .....................Marshall Brown..................Belen (10-1).........................Evasalio Padilla..................13-0
..............B..............................Kirtland (9-0-1).....................Bill Slade............................Eunice (4-7) .........................“Bullet” Cook ......................32-14
..............C..............................Carrizozo (9-1).....................Bernie Laabs .....................McCurdy (6-2)......................Jose Martinez.....................42-0
1962 ......AA ...........................Carlsbad (11-0) ....................Ralph Bowyer ....................Farmington (9-2)..................Tommy Campbell ...............34-0
..............A..............................Gadsden (6-1)......................James Canady...................Raton (8-1) ..........................Frank Repola......................42-0
..............B..............................Eunice (6-5) .........................“Bullet” Cook......................Bloomfield (9-1) ...................John Salvo .........................6-0
..............C..............................McCurdy (7-0)......................Jose Martinez ....................Melrose (5-3-1) ....................Pat Casey...........................19-0
1961 ......AA ...........................Carlsbad (10-0-1).................Ralph Bowyer ....................Albuquerque (7-2-2) ............Myrl Smith ..........................27-0
..............A..............................Gadsden (7-0-1) ..................Jake Canady......................Portales (7-2).......................Curtis Blair..........................40-15
..............B..............................Eunice (9-2) .........................“Bullet” Cook......................Cathedral (7-4) ....................Bud Murray.........................52-0
..............C..............................Carrizozo (9-1).....................Bernie Laabs .....................Estancia (5-5-1) ...................Gerald Garret .....................57-0
1960 ......AA ...........................Clovis (6-4-1) .......................Steve Graham ...................Farmington (9-1)..................Tommy Campbell ...............20-14
..............A..............................Lovington (7-2).....................Wilson Knapp ....................Aztec (9-1) ...........................Fred Cook ..........................26-7
..............B..............................Jal (8-1)................................Harold Wickersham ...........Cathedral (6-4) ....................Max Norman.......................33-18
..............C..............................Carrizozo (9-0).....................Bernie Laabs .....................Chama (7-1-1) .....................Dennis Trujillo Sr. ...............34-0
1959 ......AA ...........................Las Cruces (11-0) ................Rudy Camunez..................Artesia (8-3-1)......................Reese Smith.......................31-7
..............A..............................Tucumcari (9-2)....................W.A. Wise ..........................Aztec (5-1-2)........................Fred Cook ..........................13-7
..............B..............................Jal (7-3)................................Harold Wickersham ...........Navajo Mission (5-1-2) ........Max Norman.......................76-0
..............C..............................Menaul (10-0) ......................Dave Tomlinson .................Carrizozo (8-1).....................Bernie Laabs ......................13-7
1958 ......AA ...........................Carlsbad (9-1-1)...................Ralph Bowyer ....................Las Cruces (8-3)..................Rudy Camunez ..................20-14
..............A..............................Lovington (5-4).....................Wilson Knapp ....................St. Michael’s (7-2)................Dick Shelley .......................28-6
..............B..............................Eunice (10-0) .......................“Bullet” Cook......................Aztec (9-1-1)........................Fred Cook ..........................21-20
..............C..............................Kirtland (8-2) ........................Bill Slade............................Tatum (4-4-1) .......................Herb Pior ............................18-14
1957 ......AA ...........................Artesia (12-0) .......................Reese Smith ......................Highland (6-2-2)...................Hugh Hackett .....................27-7
..............A..............................Lovington (6-3).....................Wilson Knapp ....................Raton (8-1) ..........................Frank Repola......................20-6
..............B..............................Eunice (10-0) .......................“Bullet” Cook......................Aztec (8-1) ...........................Fred Cook ..........................37-20
..............C..............................Ruidoso (9-0-1)....................Cy Leland ..........................McCurdy (7-1)......................Jose Martinez.....................12-7
1956 ......AA ...........................Carlsbad (9-3)......................Ralph Bowyer ....................Highland (8-3)......................Hugh Hackett .....................26-7
..............A..............................Raton (7-2)...........................Frank Repola .....................Deming (6-2)........................Rusty Hoffacket ..................21-0
..............B..............................Cathedral (9-1).....................Joe San Filippo..................Eunice (5-4) .........................“Bullet” Cook ......................12-0
..............C..............................Tatum (8-1-1) .......................Herb Pior ...........................Kirtland (7-3)........................Bill Slade ............................7-0
1955 ......AA ...........................Roswell (11-1) ......................Dewey Johnson .................Las Cruces (9-1)..................Rudy Camunez ..................19-14
..............A..............................Gadsden (10-0)....................Fred Byrd...........................St. Michael’s (7-3)................Buster Hiller........................19-0
..............B..............................Santa Rosa (8-1) .................John Salvo.........................Cathedral (7-3) ....................Joe San Felippo .................12-7
..............C..............................Ruidoso (10-0) .....................Cy Lenland ........................Kirtland (8-2)........................Bill Slade ............................28-7
1954 ......AA ...........................Highland (9-2) ......................Hugh Hackett .....................Artesia (9-2).........................Reese Smith.......................20-0
..............A..............................Gadsden (10-0)....................George Ditirro ....................St. Michael’s (8-2)................Buster Hillr..........................38-13
..............B..............................Cathedral (9-0-1) .................Joe San Filippo..................Fort Sumner (7-3) ................James Burke ......................13-7
..............C..............................Tularosa (8-0-1) ...................Bob Erwin ..........................Kirtland (6-5)........................Bill Slade ............................38-7
1953 ......AA ...........................Roswell (10-1)......................Dewey Johnson .................Albuquerque (7-4)................Pete McDavid.....................21-19
..............A..............................Gadsden (10-0)....................Maurice Moulder ................Raton (7-4) ..........................Frank Repola......................27-0
..............B..............................Aztec (10-1) .........................Fred Cook..........................Fort Sumner (7-3) ................James Burke ......................21-14
..............C..............................Capitan (11-0) ......................Duane Darling....................Navajo Mission (7-3)............Willard Bass .......................19-12

NMAA Declared Champions 1950-52 (based on points system)

1952 ......A..............................Farmington (10-0) ................Lou Cullen
..............B/Co-Champs..........Lovington (9-0).....................Virgil Boteler ......................Capitan (9-0)........................Duane Darling
1951 ......A..............................Carlsbad (10-0)....................Ralph Bowyer
..............B..............................Lovington .............................Virgil Boteler
..............C..............................Melrose ................................Glen Ellison
1950 ......A..............................Carlsbad (10-0)....................Ralph Bowyer
..............B..............................Alamogordo (8-2).................Rolla Buck
..............C..............................Ruidoso (9-0) .......................Cy Leland

To update information, please contact Tyler Dunkel, NMAA Assistant Director of Sports (505-923-3295) or e-mail tyler@nmact.org
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Legend of the Gridiron
Brian Urlacher, Lovington High School

page FB9

Brian Urlacher has been and continues to
be an example of what is possible for
small town athletes in the Land of En-
chantment and across the country.
Through his on-field talents and his contin-
ued community outreach, Urlacher has
shown every young football player what
can be accomplished through hard work,
good sportsmanship, drive and dedication.   

Urlacher’s incredible football career began
at Lovington High School in Lovington,
New Mexico (population 11,399). For the
Wildcats, Urlacher saw time as a running
back, wide receiver, return specialist and
defensive back. He led the Wildcats to an
undefeated 14-0 season and the NMAA
Class 3A State Football Championship. He
was an All-State athlete in football and
basketball and was a member of the Wild-
cat track and field team, thus proving the
benefits of participation in multiple sports.
Urlacher graduated from Lovington in
1996. Lovington has since retired his jer-
sey number and have named a street and
a holiday after him. When you drive into
town, you are greeted by a sign that
proudly boasts, “The Home of Brian
Urlacher.”  

Urlacher took his football talents to the
University of New Mexico, the only school
to offer him a scholarship. During his first
two seasons as a Lobo, Urlacher played
as a linebacker but saw limited playing
time. When new head Coach Rocky Long
took over the reins as the UNM head
coach, he saw something special in
Urlacher and converted him to a “Lobo-
back,” a cross between a linebacker and
free safety. He also played as a return specialist and a
wide receiver. Urlacher was a finalist for the Jim Thorpe
Award, finished twelfth on the Heisman Trophy Ballot and
received All-American Honors. He led the nation in tackles
during his junior year and set a school record for most
tackles in a single season. He was the Male Athlete of the
Year at UNM in 2000 and was the first person to be in-
ducted into UNM’s Wall of Fame. His jersey number (44)
was retired by UNM in 2013.

Urlacher continued to make Lovington and all of New Mex-
ico proud when he was selected in the first round of the
2000 NFL Draft (ninth overall pick) by the Chicago Bears.
Urlacher’s 13-year NFL career was filled with honors,
awards and recognitions. He was the Defensive Rookie of
the Year in 2000 and the Defensive Player of the Year in
2001 and 2005. In 2012, Urlacher received the Ed Block
Courage Award for sportsmanship and courage. He holds
franchise records for the career for tackles in a single sea-
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son and career tackles and was selected to eight NFL Pro
Bowls.

He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame
and, most recently, the Pro Football Hall of Fame. There
are only 318 members in Canton for enshrinement,
Urlacher is one of those elite few.

You have the College Football Hall of Fame induction
and Pro Football Hall of Fame within a couple months
of each other, what kind of year has this been for you?
It’s been busy. Getting ready for the Pro Football Hall of
Fame was a big task. We had a lot of stuff to do, but it was
so cool to be there that weekend and meet all the current
Hall of Famers. It’s unbelievable. If you would have asked
me when I started playing that I could end up there I would
have told you, “Heck no.” But, to end up there and be en-
shrined in Canton forever is pretty awesome.

Is there a moment from that weekend that stands out?
The Ray Nietschke luncheon on Friday. Only gold jackets
are allowed in the room and the rookies, my class, are not
allowed to talk. We just had to sit there and listen, but I
didn’t want to talk anyway. To hear Joe Namath speak,
Michael Irvin spoke, Cris Carter, Aenas Williams, Anthony
Munoz, all these different guys, a who’s who of everyone
in that room, to hear them get up and say some things was
pretty cool. I’m sitting there and I’m like, “There’s Dick
Butkus, there’s Mike Singletary, Emmitt Smith just walked
by,” I know all of them but to be in the same room with all
of them is very humbling and very eye opening.

What do you remember most about your high school
career in Lovington?
Football was the greatest. You play with the same guys
from eighth grade all the way through our senior year. We
were 0-5 in 8th grade, 2-5 in 9th grade, and as seniors we
won state, we were 14-0. So, it was pretty cool to see our
class stay together and get better every year. Some of my

best friends are from
high school. Basketball
was fun too, and track,
everything we did was
fun back then.

When you’re growing
up in Lovington and
learning how to play
football, then get a
chance to play under
the Friday night lights,
did you ever have
dreams of playing pro
football and making
the Hall of Fame?

The Hall of Fame was definitely an afterthought for me. I
think every kid wants to play pro football. Any kid who
laces ‘em up in high school, or any level, dreams about
playing pro football. You don’t know if you’re going to make
it or not. It’s so hard to make it. There’s so few guys who
make it through. You have to stay healthy and a lot of
things have to go right for you.

You were only offered one scholarship out of high
school, to the University of New Mexico. Do you ever
wonder what would have happened if you never re-
ceived that offer?
I’m going to go ahead and say it would not have worked
out as well for me if I had gone somewhere else. It’s going
to be hard to top what happened to me, with college, get-
ting drafted in the first round, then my NFL career went the
way it went. I have a hard time believing that if I had gone
somewhere else that it happens better.

What’s next for you?
I don’t know. My kids are still growing. I have a 17, 13 and
12 year old. We stay busy with that. I love to fish, I love to
golf, I travel. I’m not bored yet, which is good. Once I start
getting bored we’ll figure something out, but I’m having a
good time right now.

Where’s the gold jacket and how often do you plan to
break it out?
In my closet. I’m not going to break it out hardly ever, I
think. After that weekend, I had to get it dry cleaned be-
cause it was all sweaty. I took it to the dry cleaners and
now it is in the closet where it will stay.
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BASEBALL
A-2A............................................................Mora
3A ..............................................................Texico
4A ..............................................Hope Christian
5A.....................................................Farmington
6A.........................................................La Cueva

BASKETBALL
A Boys ....................................................Melrose
2A Boys ............................Fort Sumner/House 
3A Boys ......................................................Pecos
4A Boys .....................................Hope Christian
5A Boys.......................................................Belen
6A Boys ...................................Atrisco Heritage

A Girls .........................................................Elida
2A Girls ............................Fort Sumner/House
3A Girls .....................................................Texico
4A Girls ..................................................Portales
5A Girls ..............................................Los Lunas
6A Girls.....................................................Hobbs

CROSS COUNTRY
A-2A Boys ......................................Navajo Pine
3A Boys ......................................................Pecos
4A Boys ..........................................Navajo Prep
5A Boys .......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Boys ..............................................Cleveland

A-2A Girls .............................................Penasco
3A Girls .........................Cottonwood Classical
4A Girls ........................................................Taos
5A Girls.......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Girls ..............................................Cleveland

FOOTBALL
6-Man......................................................Animas
8-Man .....................................................Melrose
2A......................................Fort Sumner/House
3A..............................................................Eunice
4A...........................................................Ruidoso
5A.............................................................Artesia
6A .........................................................Manzano

GOLF
A-4A Boys..............................................Portales
5A Boys ...........................................Los Alamos
6A Boys ............................................Piedra Visa

A-4A Girls .....................................St. Michael’s
5A Girls ...............................................St. Pius X
6A Girls ...............................................La Cueva

SOCCER
A-4A Boys.................................Hope Christian
5A Boys..........................................Alamogordo
6A Boys...............................Albuquerque High

A-4A Girls.......................................Sandia Prep
5A Girls.......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Girls ...............................................La Cueva

SOFTBALL
A-3A .........................................................Dexter
4A ...............................................................Silver
5A.............................................................Artesia
6A ......................................................Las Cruces

SPIRIT
A-2A Cheer .............................................Questa
3A Cheer ....................................................Pecos
4A Cheer ......................................................Taos
5A Cheer............................................Lovington
6A Cheer..............................................Eldorado

A-4A Co-Ed Cheer...................West Las Vegas
5A-6A Co-Ed Cheer .................................Onate

A-4A Dance ...................................St. Michael’s
5A Dance................................................Roswell
6A Dance...................................................Valley

SWIMMING & DIVING
A-6A Boys ...........................................Eldorado
Small School Boys ......................Santa Fe Prep
A-6A Girls ..................Albuquerque Academy
Small School Girls........Cottonwood Classical 

TENNIS
A-4A Boys................................................NMMI
5A Boys .......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Boys................................................Eldorado

A-4A Girls..........................................Robertson
5A Girls ...........................................Farmington
6A Girls................................................Eldorado

TRACK & FIELD
A Boys ....................................................Reserve
2A Boys ..........................................Fort Sumner
3A Boys ....................................................Dexter
4A Boys ........................................................Taos
5A Boys .......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Boys ..............................................Cleveland

A Girls ....................................................Melrose
2A Girls .............................................Cloudcroft
3A Girls ........................................Santa Fe Prep
4A Girls ........................................................Taos
5A Girls.......................Albuquerque Academy
6A Girls ...............................................La Cueva

VOLLEYBALL
A..............................................................Melrose
2A...............................................................Logan
3A ..............................................................Texico
4A ....................................................Sandia Prep
5A .......................................................Los Lunas
6A..............................................................Sandia

WRESTLING
A-4A Boys..................................................Silver
5A Boys ......................................................Aztec
6A Boys ............................................Rio Rancho
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Sally Marquez
Executive Director

JP Murrieta
Sports Information

Director

Tyler Dunkel
Assistant Director

of Sports

Chris Kedge, CAA
Assistant Director

of Sports

Jackie Martinez
Assistant Director

of Sports

Scott Owen, CAA
Assistant Director

of Sports

Tammy Richards
Assistant Director

of Sports

Nate Acosta
Assistant to

Commissioner of
Officials

Mindy Ioane
Graphic Designer/

Special Events
Coordinator

Alissa Wesbrook
Assistant to

Executive Director

Dusty Young, CAA
Associate Director

Dana Pappas, CAA
Commissioner of

Officials/
Deputy Director

Shari Kessler-Schwaner
Business Manager/
Building Manager

A.J. Bramlett
NMAA

Sports Properties
General Manager
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