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SER advances the

science, practice and

policy of ecological

restoration to sustain

biodiversity, improve

resilience in a

changing climate,

and re-establish an

ecologically healthy

relationship between

nature and culture.

Our Mission

https://www.ser.org/page/MissionandVision?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf




A message from SER’s

Executive Director
It’s hard to believe that it’s been 35 years since SER was founded.  But our 35th birthday was
only one of our key milestones in 2023 – we also held our 10th World Conference on
Ecological Restoration (SER2023), and our total number of members surpassed 5,000 people
across 110 countries. In 2023, SER solidified and expanded our role as a global community for
collaboration, knowledge exchange, and driving collective action to restore our fragile planet.

2023 highlights included many things as outlined in this annual report, but especially SER2023
in Darwin, Australia with more than 1200 delegates from 80 countries. The energy and
enthusiasm at the conference, including a profound sense of urgency to upscale and uplift
ecological restoration, was palpable from the moment the welcome ceremony began (including
an incredible, original musical performance by a local indigenous youth troupe) through to the
final minutes of the closing ceremony, including the release of the Darwin Call to Action and
the literal passing of the baton for SER2025 (or in this case gifting of the message sticks).

For the past 35 years, SER has been on an increasingly effective and high impact trajectory,
continuously building on our previous work to support the restoration field in a wide variety of
ways, from technical guidance, to webinars, to certifications. Over the past several years,
especially thanks to the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, global interest in ecological
restoration has skyrocketed. SER’s work, and the demand for our work, has skyrocketed, too.
Building on the extraordinary knowledge and experience of our 5,000+ members, SER is
uniquely positioned to support the UN Decade and other multilateral restoration priorities
from a technical, scientific, and practical perspective.

One of our top priorities from 2024-2030, for example, is to elevate standards-based restoration as a key approach for
improving restoration outcomes for both people and nature. This will involve identifying exemplary standards-based restoration
programs and projects, building restoration capacity and knowledge, enabling high-quality restoration, certifying restoration
projects and people, and much, much more. In this and other ways, SER members, both individually and through their
professional affiliation with SER, will continue to make a profound contribution to reviving the health of this planet for at least
the next 35 years, and probably far beyond that.

-- Bethanie Walder
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“Communication and
engagement with

everyone - women,
children, youth,

elders - in indigenous
communities is

essential for
successful

restoration. Inclusion
is how we drive

action.”
 - Lucy Mulenkei

Plenary speaker at SER2023 



2023
COMMUNITY

HIGHLIGHTS



SER celebrated our 35th birthday on 28 September
at the 10th World Conference on Ecological
Restoration in Darwin, Australia. Our biggest
strength has always been our membership, the
dedicated community of scientists, practitioners, 

Over the past three and a half decades our now 5,000+ members in 110+ countries have
developed and published a high impact peer-reviewed journal; led trainings, workshops, and
webinars for tens of thousands of restorationists across the world; created and implemented the
world’s only Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioner program; set the global standards,
literally, for ecological restoration; influenced high impact global policy to elevate restoration as a
critical tool for addressing planetary crises; and acted as a global convening and networking body to
support collaboration and coordination among restorationists.

The work of ecological restoration is still in its infancy. Ecological restoration is a holistic approach
to addressing some of the most complex and intractable planetary crises, from biodiversity loss to
climate change. While we are proud of our accomplishments over the past 35 years, we know that
our work has only just begun. We look forward to continuing to serve the global restoration
community, to supporting the development of the next generation of leaders both for the Society
and for the overall restoration field, and to solidifying ecological restoration as an imperative tool
to protect the health and wellbeing of both the natural world and human communities.

policymakers, students, and leaders from the business, academic, governmental, civil society, and
indigenous communities – all dedicated to restoring ecosystems around the world. 
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SER and SER Australasia welcomed more than 1,200
delegates from over 80 countries to SER2023, the
10th World Conference on Ecological Restoration,
including both an in-person component in Darwin,
Australia (September) and a virtual component
(November).

The SER2023 theme, “Nature and People as one: Celebrating and Restoring
Connection" was emphasized throughout the conference including in the
logo, during yarning circles, at field trips, through cultural activities, and by
keynote speakers. Six of ten keynote speakers represented indigenous
communities around the world. The conference theme encouraged delegates
to consider their own relationship with nature and the interweaving of
human and ecological well-being, as well as to reflect on and pay respect to
the deep interconnectedness and reciprocity between nature and Indigenous
and traditional communities around the world.



Through the SER Open Doors
Travel grant program and
registration scholarships we
supported more than 22
outstanding individuals from
16 countries to attend
SER2023 in Darwin Australia. 

These members had the
opportunity to present their
work and network in-person
with 1,000 delegates
representing every continent
and diverse professional
backgrounds and industries. 



1200
DELEGATES

88
COUNTRIES

600
PRESENTATIONS 

40
SYMPOSIA

22
WORKSHOPS

12
FIELD TRIPS

9
FILM FESTIVAL FILMS



We were pleased to welcome the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration
Advisory Board who joined us in Darwin where they launched their second
board term, spent a day in the field with the SER Board, and hosted an all-
day UN Decade pavilion at SER2023.
In collaboration with the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration Advisory
Board and more than 1,000 delegates at SER2023, SER issued a Call to
Action at the closing ceremony of the in-person conference. 
The Call to Action emphasizes the urgent
need to scale up effective standards-based
restoration worldwide as a mechanism to
re-establish a healthy, balanced connection
between people and nature. It challenges
governments, corporations, and
communities to engage and invest in
restoration.



Premium Sponsors

Strategist Sponsors

Moblizer and Insider Sponsors

THANK YOU TO SER2023'S SPONSORS

SER2023
CONFERENCE 

CO-ORGANIZERS
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https://www.stantec.com/en/services/ecosystem-restoration


“The community of restoration ecologists,
practitioners, and influencers joining us at
SER2023 is at the forefront of global
scientific knowledge. This global
community works tirelessly to repair
landscapes, research the most advanced
processes, and develop innovative
solutions to the degradation of land and
ocean ecosystems. Because of their deep
knowledge and experience, they
understand that human and ecological
wellbeing are absolutely interwoven. This
gathering allows us all to increase our
capacity for high quality implementation
and impact, and contribute to the UN
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.”

- Anita Diederichsen, Global Lead Forest Landscape

  Restoration, WWF and Co-Chair of SER2023. 



LEARN MORE

https://www.ser.org/news/656036/SER2023-Awards-Honor-Exceptional-Achievements-and-Rising-Stars-in-Ecological-Restoration.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf




+5000
MEMBERS

+110
COUNTRIES

SER surpassed the 5,000 member milestone in
2023. Our global community includes
representatives from more than 110 countries.

24%
STUDENTS & EMERGING
PROFESSIONALs
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MEMBERS BY SECTOR MEMBERS BY CONTINENT
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For the first time this year, our
Open Doors program provided
travel grants for our World
Conference, increasing equitable
opportunities for restorationists
worldwide to engage with SER's
resources and programming.

At SER, we believe ecological restoration thrives through inclusive
collaboration across all sectors. Our Open Doors Program expands
access by offering income-qualified pricing for membership,
certification, and conferences - recognizing financial barriers.
Established in 2020 alongside our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
committee, this initiative aims to diversify SER's global community.
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SER members formed two new member communities,
The SER Natural Regeneration Network and the SER
Asia Network. They also awarded six Partnership Fund
grants to the following SER Chapters and Sections:
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https://www.ser.org/news/625879/Members-in-Action-Renee-Young.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/626897/Members-in-Action-Stijn-den-Haan.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/634630/Members-in-Action-Sarah-Cotter.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/626903/Members-in-Action-David-Hancock.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/638884/Members-in-Action-Bryan-Kyalo.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/641727/Members-in-Action-Daniel-Slodowicz.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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https://www.ser.org/news/648785/Members-in-Action-Natasha-Banning.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/651160/Members-in-Action-Chevaun-Toulouse.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/654965/Members-in-Action-Mike-Toohill-CERP.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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https://www.ser.org/news/648785/Members-in-Action-Natasha-Banning.htm
https://www.ser.org/news/651160/Members-in-Action-Chevaun-Toulouse.htm
https://www.ser.org/news/651160/Members-in-Action-Chevaun-Toulouse.htm
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https://www.ser.org/news/654965/Members-in-Action-Mike-Toohill-CERP.htm
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RESTORATION
ECOLOGY

The Journal of the Society for Ecological Restoration

Restoration Ecology, 

the Society's bi-monthly journal, facilitates idea exchange among diverse disciplines
involved in ecological restoration. It features original papers on experimental,
observational, and theoretical studies spanning natural and social sciences. The
journal addresses global concerns and engages the international research and
practitioner communities, leading in a crucial new direction in science and ecology.
A distinguished panel of editors ensures contributions cover ecological, biological,
cultural, philosophical, political, educational, economic, and historical aspects.
Above all, the journal serves as a key platform for researchers to publish findings
and combat ecological damage.

                              the Society's bi-monthly journal, facilitates idea exchange among
diverse disciplines involved in ecological restoration. It features original papers on
experimental, observational, and theoretical studies spanning natural and social
sciences. The journal addresses global concerns and engages the international
research and practitioner communities, leading in a crucial new direction in science
and ecology. A distinguished panel of editors ensures contributions cover
ecological, biological, cultural, philosophical, political, educational, economic, and
historical aspects. Above all, the journal serves as a key platform for researchers to
publish findings and combat ecological damage.

3.2
Impact factor

6.6
CiteScore

0.84
Journal Citation Indicator

+656,500
Full Text Views
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SER hosts a webinar series to
provide an opportunity to engage
with restoration experts from across
research and practice. In 2023 we:

Hosted 24
on demand webinars

Supported +13,900
 registrants

Engaged +8000
unique webinar viewers

26

LEARN MORE

https://www.ser.org/page/SERWebinars?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


585
CERPs and
CERPITS

28
COUNTRIES

12
ACADEMIC
ALIGNMENTS

In 2023, 105 people applied for CERP or CERPIT and 104 people were
certified. In total, the CERP program included 585 active CERPs and
CERPITs representing 28 countries, with Germany, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
and South Africa added in 2023. We also increased the CERP program
Academic Alignments to 12 with the addition of South Dakota State
University.

27

LEARN MORE

https://www.ser.org/general/custom.asp?page=CERPProgram&utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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In early 2023, the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER) announced an exciting
collaboration with Microsoft, specifically their Community Environmental
Sustainability program. Thanks to Microsoft funding, and located near priority
Microsoft data center locations, SER is building a Standards-based Ecological
Restoration in Action program. By the end of 2023, we had awarded grants to 12
different local partner organizations to  design and implement 14 standards-based
ecological restoration projects in six countries. These small scale projects are
designed to engage local community members in hands-on ecological restoration 

North America Europe Pacific Asia

UNITED
STATES 

CANADA

DENMARK

SWEDEN

MALAYSIA

AUSTRALIA

LEARN MORE
consistent with the SER International Principles and
Standards for the Practice of Ecological Restoration.
Projects are currently underway in:
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https://www.ser.org/page/Ser-Microsoft?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy
and dedicated biologists,
nonprofits, and volunteers
restore globally rare wetlands
made up of vernal pools, mature
forest, and rich amphibian and
wildlife populations, and
situated in a unique geological
setting.

LEARN MORE
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https://www.ser.org/news/639998/Saving-And-Restoring-Rare-Habitat-in-Loudoun-County-Virginia-USA.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


To help increase under-
standing about the importance 
of sagebrush steppe, Chelan 
County and Malaga-Colockum
Community Council are re-
creating a sagebrush steppe habitat
demonstration area as part of a
larger park revitalization project,
in Malaga Community Park, in
Washington State, USA. 

LEARN MORE
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https://www.ser.org/news/645088/Whats-Underneath-Matters-Just-as-Much-as-Whats-Up-Top.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


LEARN MORE

Friends of the Forest Preserves
in partnership with the
Bobolink Foundation supports
the Barrington Greenways
Initiative by leading their
Conservation Corps crew to
collaborate with volunteer
stewards in habitat restoration
in Barrington, Illinois, USA.
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https://www.ser.org/news/649404/Barrington-Greenways-Initiative-Restoring-Natures-Magnificence.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


LEARN MORE
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https://www.ser.org/news/649405/Restoring-Natures-Buzz-along-the-Salt-River-in-Phoenix-Arizona.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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https://www.ser.org/news/663525/The-White-Stork-An-Advocate-for-Wetland-Restoration-in-Southern-Sweden.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
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Naturskyddsföreningen i Skåne
(Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation Skåne) and Skånes
Ornitologiska Förening (Skåne
Ornithological Association, a
regional branch of BirdLife
Sweden) are leading a restoration
initiative to revive the White Stork
population (Ciconia ciconia), once
locally extirpated in the 1950s.

LEARN MORE
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https://www.ser.org/news/663525/The-White-Stork-An-Advocate-for-Wetland-Restoration-in-Southern-Sweden.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


37

https://www.ser.org/news/667188/A-Cultural-and-Ecological-Restoration-Project-at-the-Blacktown-Native-Institute-Site.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/667188/A-Cultural-and-Ecological-Restoration-Project-at-the-Blacktown-Native-Institute-Site.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/667188/A-Cultural-and-Ecological-Restoration-Project-at-the-Blacktown-Native-Institute-Site.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/667188/A-Cultural-and-Ecological-Restoration-Project-at-the-Blacktown-Native-Institute-Site.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/655201/The-Cyberjaya-Lake-Gardens-Ecological-Restoration-Project.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/655201/The-Cyberjaya-Lake-Gardens-Ecological-Restoration-Project.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf
https://www.ser.org/news/655201/The-Cyberjaya-Lake-Gardens-Ecological-Restoration-Project.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


LEARN MORE

The Global Environment 
Centre in partnership with 
Majlis Perbandaran Sepang, is
establishing floating wetland cells
and biofilters as part of a lake
restoration program to improve
water quality and biodiversity in
Cyberjaya, Sepang District,
Selangor in Malaysia. 
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https://www.ser.org/news/655201/The-Cyberjaya-Lake-Gardens-Ecological-Restoration-Project.htm?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


The Dharug Strategic Management
Group (DSMG) is leading a
Connection to Country restoration
initiative at the Blacktown Native
Institute Site in Western Sydney,
NSW, Australia. The BNI site 
holds profound state and national
cultural heritage significance as 
the first Dharug Nura (Country) 
to be returned to Dharug 
ownership in 2018.

LEARN MORE
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Published in November 2022, The International Principles and Standards for the
Ecological Restoration and Recovery of Mine Sites is a first-of-its-kind framework with
standards for socially and environmentally responsible ecological restoration of mined
sites. These new standards challenge the global mining community to move beyond the
“safe, stable, and non-polluting” reclamation-oriented regulatory structure that exists in
many places to formally embrace ecological restoration. They provide guidance for
closing the recovery gap and even, in some instances, achieving ecological and social net
gain by investing in partial or full recovery of native ecosystems post-mining.  

+15,000
text views

LEARN MORE

Top Cited Paper 
in 2022 and 2023

10
Altmetric Attention Score
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https://www.ser.org/page/mining?utm_source=2023+Annual+Report&utm_medium=pdf


In December, we hosted a follow
up webinar Ecological Restoration
of Mine Sites: An Online
Overview of a Hands-on
Workshop.

SER hosted a 3-day field-based training course with 28 participants
from 19 countries on the Ecological Restoration of Mine Sites,
based on SER’s mining standards, in partnership with the G20
Global Land Initiative of the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification. This workshop, held in Perth, Australia, provided
hands-on, interactive learning opportunities on the effective imple-

mentation of standards-based
ecological restoration post-mining. 



LEARN MORE

First released in 2023 at the 10th World Conference on Ecological
Restoration, this publication was developed by SER, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and the Commission on
Ecosystem Management of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature in cooperation with 22 other international restoration organizations.
It provides over 300 recommendations and highlights key principles that are
fundamental for long-term success across all types of ecosystems and
restoration projects, from forests to oceans.

It provides tools for, and elevates the role
and importance of, standards-based
restoration across the entire restorative
continuum. SER is continuing to work with
FAO and IUCN CEM to support standards-
based implementation of the UN Decade. 
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At the 10th World Conference on Ecological Restoration, the Society
for Wetland Scientists (SWS) released a primer for supporting the
implementation of the proposed Universal Declaration of the Rights
of Wetlands. SER has participated in the SWS Rights of Wetlands
OperationalizationWorking Group and the SWS Rights of Wetlands
Initiative Working Group, including
supporting the development of this new
guidance. The 8th proposed right for
wetlands includes the right to
restoration. That right when
implemented will also support 
several of the other proposed 
rights of wetlands.
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In 2021, SER began a three year collaboration with SER-Europe and
WWF Spain to develop a project certification standard for
Mediterranean forest restoration. This collaboration led to the
development of a modified standard that combined the prior work of
the Spain team with The SER Standards. The modified standard was
then applied to the planning, implementation, and monitoring phases of
three projects, demonstrating its practical application. Building on
these initiatives, SER has formed strategic partnerships to expand the
reach and impact of project certification.

In collaboration with the Union
for Ethical Biotrade (UEBT),
SER is working to incorporate
restoration principles into
UEBT's existing certification
program for responsible
sourcing of resources from
native biodiversity. 
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LEARN MORE

In 2022, SER joined Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) and
other international partners on a five-year project to promote effective and high-
quality global biodiversity outcomes from tree plantings, forest restoration,
agroforestry, and other global reforestation efforts. In 2023, SER played a lead
role in adapting the SER Standards for application to The Global Biodiversity
Standard (TBGS) as one of several SER efforts to explore restoration project
certification. SER Restoration Fellow Amarizni Mosyaftiani and International
Policy Lead George Gann helped develop the certification methodology and the
training program for the first group of auditors.
TGBS is initially being piloted in Brazil, Hong
Kong, India, Jordan, Kenya, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Peru, and Uganda. TGBS is an
important step towards ensuring positive
biodiversity outcomes from tree planting
initiatives, including those that are being designed
with carbon sequestration as a primary goal. 
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LEARN MORE

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KM-GBF) recognizes the
critical role of restoration for achieving global biodiversity objectives (Target 2). SER
is partnering with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Food and
Agriculture Organization to build restoration capacity, including taking the lead in a
collaborative effort to develop a global guide for implementing Target 2, and
supporting Target 2 monitoring efforts. In November 2023 we supported the
development and delivery of the KM-GBF Target 2 Roadmap meeting in Rome by
facilitating consultations with countries and NGOs on how to best deliver effective
restoration in terrestrial, inland waters, and coastal and marine ecosystems. 
We also supported discussions regarding Target 2
monitoring frameworks and interoperability, building
from SER’s lead role in developing the Restoration
Project Information Sharing Framework.
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LEARN MORE

Staff, CERPs, Global Restoration Ambassadors, and partners represented SER at several
international policy and practice meetings throughout the year.

SER staff and partners delivered a half-day seminar at the UN Water Conference on
practical means, including legal approaches, to incorporating restoration standards into
regional and global policy priorities to achieve water-related Sustainable Development
Goals. SER also live streamed the event as a webinar in five languages.

Global Restoration Ambassador Renee Young presented the SER mining standards at a
G20 Global Lands Initiative session at the Climate COP28. 

SER partners introduced The Global Biodiversity Standard at a side event at COP28

SER partnered with IUCN CEM to start the 5th Global Forum on Ecological
Restoration (started with a one-day workshop in conjunction with SER2023, and
continuing through 2024) focused on elevating diverse perspectives in the design,
implementation, and monitoring of ecological restoration.   

SER collaborated with SCOR, a global reinsurance company, to begin developing new
insurance products for ecological restoration (announced in 2024).
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$1,081,085
$492,853
$373,024
$324,415
$232,219

$42,924
$13,421

  $2,559,941

REVENUE
Grants & Contributions
Certification & Contracts
Membership Dues
Publications
Conferences
Investment Income
Other
TOTAL

REVEE
$2,349,419

$93,039
$3,236

  $2,445,694

EXPENSES
Programs
Administration
Fundraising
TOTAL

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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1630 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 300 

Washington, DC 20009 USA 

www.ser.org 

Committed to advancing the

JOIN US

science, practice, and policy of 

ecological restoration?
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