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Background 

 Observed on: February 21 every year 

 Proclaimed by: UNESCO in 1999 

 Recognized by: United Nations General 

Assembly in 2002 

 Purpose: To promote linguistic diversity, 

multilingualism, and mother tongue-

based education worldwide. 

Historical Significance 

 Commemorates the 1952 Language 

Movement in Bangladesh. 

 Students of the University of Dhaka 

protested demanding recognition of 

Bengali as an official language of then 

Pakistan. 

 Several students were killed on 21 

February 1952, making the day a symbol 

of linguistic rights. 

Theme for 2026 

 “Youth Voices on Multilingual 

Education.” 
 Focuses on the role of young people in 

promoting inclusive and multilingual 

learning systems 
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Basic Details 

 Observed on: Third Saturday of February 

(In 2026 – February 21) 

 First celebrated: 2012 

 Purpose: To raise awareness about 

pangolin conservation and to combat 

illegal wildlife trade. 

About Pangolins 

 Also known as “scaly anteaters.” 

 Only mammals fully covered with scales. 

 Nocturnal and insectivorous (feed mainly 

on ants and termites). 

 Native to Asia and Africa. 

There are 8 species globally (4 Asian + 4 African 

species). 

Pangolins in India 

1. Indian pangolin 

2. Chinese pangolin 

Both species: 

 Found in parts of India. 

 Listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 Included in Appendix I of CITES (highest 

level of international protection; 

commercial trade prohibited). 
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Conservation Status 

 Pangolins are considered the most 

trafficked mammals in the world. 

 Threats: 

o Poaching for scales and meat 

o Habitat loss 

 Appendix I of CITES = Species threatened 

with extinction. 
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Earthshot Prize 2026 

 

 Event: Earthshot Prize 2026 

 Host City: Mumbai 

 Held during Mumbai Climate Week 

 Founded by Prince William 

 First time the event is hosted in India 

About the Earthshot Prize 

 Established in 2020. 

 Awards £1 million each to five global 

innovators every year. 

 Focus: Scalable and practical 

environmental solutions. 

Five Award Categories 

1. Climate Action 

2. Biodiversity Protection 

3. Clean Energy 

4. Air Quality Improvement 

5. Ocean Restoration 

Why India? 

Earthshot Prize 2026 
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 Prince William highlighted India’s climate 

leadership and sustainable innovation. 

 India’s commitment to: 

o Achieving Net-Zero Emissions by 

2070 
o Promoting renewable energy and 

green technology 

 Supports India’s global climate role under 

international frameworks like the Paris 

Agreement. 

 

3.               (Clean Energy) 

4.                    (Air Quality 

Improvement) 

5.                (Ocean 

Restoration) 

          ? 

 Prince William,           

                     

                       

           . 

                   : 

o 2070      Net-Zero Emissions 

      

o                       

            

                   

                 

              Paris Agreement 

                      

                    . 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

6 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 

7 
 

 
 

 


