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Our Mission

To be a safe and enriching place for all cats on
their journey to a loving home. We do this by
providing compassionate care, shelter, adoption
services and community engagement.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER

21| Cat Takeover 26 | Seminar: Clicker Train
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. | New Terrain 10 a.m. to noon | Lakewood
Brewing Co. Library
NOVEMBER

1] Colorado Gives Day - 10 | Cat Fest Denver

Early Giving Begins 10:30 am. to 5 p.m. |
Online National Western Expo

DECEMBER

7| Santa Paws 10 | Colorado Gives Day
Noon - 6 p.m. | Location All day [ Online
TBD

Learn more and sign up for these events and more at www.catcaresociety.org.

Long Live the King!

After 225 days, 12-year-old, diabetic King Arthur has been restored to
power, chosen and adopted by Sarah, as was fated. Fate, in this case, was
helped by our website, where Sarah saw the “Lonely Hearts Member”
icon on his profile, and knew he was the one for her. Look at this photo of
him just two hours after bringing him home! This is very clearly a king
surveying his new kingdom.

CUTE CAT PICS AND IMPORTANT UPDATES.
THIS IS WHAT SOCIAL MEDIA WAS MEANT TO BE.
JOIN US.

@ catcaresociety.org
facebook.com/catcaresociety instagram.com/catcaresociety

tiktok.com/@catcaresociety m youtube.com/catcaresocietyofficial



Letter From the Executive Director

One of the many things | love about CCS is our amazing ability to put together puzzles. When a cat comes along
that may need extra support, we find each piece of the puzzle to create a bigger picture for interested adopters.
Some puzzles are more complex than others!

Look at Trelawney, our CCQ cover model for instance. There were a number of pieces to this puzzle, and fitting
them together wasn't always easy. Though, like a jigsaw puzzle, some of the bits come together quicker than
others. She came to us unfixed, for example, and had a URI. Those are easy enough.

The overgrooming is another thing altogether. This can be caused by a number of factors, including stress. So
uncovering the real reason behind it can be a trial and error process. Allergies were the culprit, so we adjusted
her food and put her on some medication to get her back to a better baseline.

Then there's the behavioral part. Trelawny is independent but shy. It takes the right home to foster that
independence and help her grow into a cat who loves to play and gets the kind of enrichment she needs to live
her best life. Getting to indulge that inquisitive nature is a big part of her coming out of her shell.

This is what it means when cats come to us. We figure out how the pieces fit together, because seeing the big
picture is key to finding a loving home best suited to all their needs, and their prospective humans’ needs. We're
setting both cat and human up for success as best we can. Trelawney’s well on her way, and we're eagerly
anticipating her human'’s arrival.

In this issue we look at our intake team, and the philosophy behind the way we think about new arrivals. These
are the first people to examine a new cat during their stay with us, and assess how we move forward. Minimizing
stress by understanding their particular needs is how we make a cat comfortable enough to show us who they
really are. It's the first piece of that puzzle.

Lastly, in this issue we look at one of the puzzles that cat owners deal with from time to time: introducing a new
cat. A UK-based survey indicated that 62% of multi-cat owners reported seeing regular signs of inter-cat
aggression. That's a lot of cats going through stress that might have been avoided with a little preparation. So
many factors come into play when introducing a new cat that we've put an article in this issue that might help
you next time you're looking to partake in the Cat Distribution System. And if someone you know is looking to get
another cat soon, this issue can be found on our website, so please pass it along.

As always, I'd like to thank to our incredibly
dedicated community of adopters and
donors for supporting us and our mission to
give cats the second chance they deserve.
Your support makes our life-saving work
possible.

{ Cllehs—

EC MICHAELS
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FEATURED CATS

The Not So

BITTER

TRUTH

Bitter came to us after a rough go at
one of our partner shelters. At just
one year old, this little girl had
extremely itchy skin and scabs all
over. You could literally see how
uncomfortable she was right through
her gray and white fur.

The diagnosis? Severe skin disease,
namely miliary dermatitis, which is
generally caused by allergies. We
pulled out all the stops. Multiple
medications, new diet. Whatever it
took to improve her quality of life.

It took a few months, and a couple of
course corrections. Treatment's can
be like that sometimes with a special
cat like Bitter. Was she a trooper?
You know it. She came through the
other side of treatment much
improved, and we came through it
with a better understanding of not
just how to treat her condition, but
how to find the right home for her.

Meet Trelawney

Intake Date: 1/16/24

Hi, 'm Trelawney, a sweet, 3-year-old lady who is
ready to spice up your life! I'm an independent gal
who likes my space, but | won't say no to a cuddle
sesh! | like to take things slow, but I'm easily enticed
by pets and am always curious about my visitors. |
love to lounge on the catio on a sunny day and nap
the afternoons away. Please come visit me today!

Note: As of sending this to print, Trelawney is
still available for adoption.

Enter Melisa. She eagerly listened
about Bitter's history with our
medical team, what treatment would
look like, and her health outlook
overall. Undeterred, she welcomed
Bitter with open arms, renamed her
Rylee, and made a wonderful, caring
home for her.

No longer Bitter, Rylee’s the princess
of the house, a soft blankie fan, and
already a veteran biscuit maker. But
with that young cat energy she still
runs wild, striking terror into the
heart of any toy that dares cross her
path. Melisa sends us a steady drip
of cute Rylee pics, so we get to see
her lounging and playing all the time,
and we hope it never stops.
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EVENTS RECAP

PAWS o~ T GREEN

GOLF TOURNAMENT

You couldn’t have asked for a more beautiful August morning
for us to host our biennial Paws on the Green Golf
Tournament at the Homestead Golf Course in Lakewood,
Colorado!

An early start didn't slow down the nearly 100 supporters
who showed up at the break of dawn for this special day.
Our sponsors really outdid themselves this year, especially
our Gold Sponsors, Clyde and Barbara Dawson. Special thank
you to Crimson Cat for capturing the fun of the day! When all
was said and done and everyone exhibited their perfect golf
form, we raised nearly $40,000 for the cats in our shelter!

This money funds crucial programs: providing veterinary
care to the animals in our shelter, supporting our adoption
team as they send our cats to their new homes, and enabling
us to serve the community through our Temporary Care
Program. Turns out a little golf can go a long, long way.

As if that weren't enough, one very special little kitten named
Bobby found her new best friend! A hole in one!

L gorcHA &

4 -aw! ¢

SHELTERS

Our Clear the Shelters event on September 8 resulted in 28
successful adoptions! That's over two dozen cats in loving
homes in one day!

Big, big thanks to Hill's Pet Nutrition and NBC for sponsoring
this campaign and bringing attention to shelters across the
nation that are trying to bring pets to people and people to
pets! Campaigns like this really show the number of pets
looking for homes all over, but they also bring good folks like
you out so we can make a big impact!

Once again the wonderful Crimson Cat Studios captured the
magic so we can share it with you, and we can’t thank them
enough. And lots of love to everyone who came out and
shopped at the thrift shop, donated, shared posts on social
media, told their friends, whispered in their cat’s ear about a
possible brother or sister, or who took a new friend home.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

From INTAKE to IMPACT

A Look Inside a Shelter Cat's Journey (and the People Behind It)

From the moment a cat begins his or her journey at Cat
Care Society, it is the helping hands of the intake team
that guide their first few moments through the shelter.
Most cats come in either as an owner surrender or
transfer from another shelter. Regardless of how they
came to our shelter, Alex and Masih are ready to make
that process a welcoming one.

It often begins as a call from a cat owner who so often
feels like they have no other option. Other times, it's a
message from a busy shelter across the metro that thinks
a cat has a better chance at a facility like ours.

This team must be multi-talented with so many moving
parts to the intake process. They're organized, juggling
phone calls, emails, filling out forms, updating databases,
scheduling appointments, and ensuring proper “crowd
control.” They're skilled at basic medical care, performing
physical examinations of cats and assessing his or her
needs and conditions, triaging where they need to go
next, administering vaccines, doing blood draws and
deworming. Theyre people focused, constantly
coordinating with shelters across the state and other Cat
Care Society team members. These two are even out in
the community doing supply runs or helping rescue cats
in dire circumstances.

While we say yes to as many cats as we can, we always
wish we could help more. “Our size and capacity make it
daunting to try to help everyone in need,” Masih says, but
adds that often instead of saying “no,” we are able to say
“not yet.”

Alex — CCS’ second longest employee, feels fulfilled
knowing that he plays a role in helping put cats into better
situations than they had before, and doesn't take the job
lightly. His favorite quote is, “To us, they are a part of our
lives, but to them, we are their whole lives.”

Masih has worked in animal welfare for over 10 years and
calls his job “the most fulfilling work | have been able to do.”
The best part of his job is getting cats in with a history of
being extremely fearful, “but once they get to CCS, we see
that the cats are very social and were likely just scared in
their previous shelter.”

Case in point: His favorite CCS cat’'s previous owner was
told the cat may not be successful in a home. “Ever since
she has arrived here, she has been nothing short of perfect,
not showing any of the behaviors that were described to
us,” he said. “It was a great example of how a change in
environment and people can be so beneficial.”

This is a philosophy you'll hear often at CCS. Each team
knows their role in supporting each cat’s journey and works
tirelessly to ensure every cat has the best outcome — a
home they can call their own, where they are safe,
supported and so very loved.
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As the end of the calendar year approaches, we wanted to
highlight creative ideas for giving and remind you about the
benefits of year-end donations.

¢ You know what makes a great holiday gift? A donation in their
honor!

¢ Social media fundraisers are a quick way to motivate your
friends and family to donate before December 31.

e Recurring donations are a way to give a little each month and
provide cats steady support all year long.

¢ Employer matching gift programs amplify the impact of your
year-end donation.

e Ask your company if they’re willing to match your donation to
CCS to maximize your support and boost that impact!

e Share the wealth with the cats by donating some or all of

your year-end bonus to CCS

* Make a gift of an IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) If
you are 70.5 years of age or older, giving this way has the
benefit of tax advantages. You can donate a portion of your
IRA directly to CCS without incurring taxes on the distributed
amount. If you are subject to Required Minimum Distributions
(RMDs) from your IRA, an IRA QCD can fulfill that distribution
requirement.

¢ Donating appreciated assets like stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds rather than selling them avoids capital gains taxes while
still getting you a tax deduction for the fair market value of the
assets.

e Utilize your Donor-Advised Fund by making a tax-deductible
donation to your DAF and then recommending a grant
donation to CCS.

e Drop off new or gently used supplies or items during open
hours or ship to our shelter at 5787 W 6th Ave Lakewood, CO
80214.

o Visit our website to learn what we do and don't accept.

o Shop our Amazon Wish List or Chewy Wish List and have
some of our most-needed every day items sent directly
to our shelter.

Please consult with your financial advisor or tax professional to understand specific tax benefits, implications and requirements for your
donation. If you would like to discuss a donation that aligns with your philanthropic goals, please contact Ashleigh Leader, director of
philanthropy, at 303-237-4559 or aleader@catcaresociety.org.

Your donation makes a meaningful impact and improves the quality of life for cats in need. Thank you!
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FEATURED ARTICLE

BRINGING
HOME A
NEW CAT

By Beth Dokolasa, CCS board member

Thinking of adding a new feline friend to your family? Follow
this step-by-step introduction process to ensure a smooth
transition for both your resident cat and the newcomer.
Discover how to create a harmonious multi-cat household

and set the stage for lifelong feline friendships with these tips.

A multi-cat household can be fun and rewarding, but
before bringing a new cat home, it's important to assess
your readiness and prepare for a gradual introduction
process to ensure a smooth transition for both your
existing cat and the newcomer. This will ensure both cats
feel comfortable and your resident cat feels welcoming
toward their new housemate.

By planning ahead and taking things slowly, your chances
of success when introducing cats are much greater. If you
rush into things, you might inadvertently sabotage a
relationship that could have otherwise worked out. Here
are steps that can help you ensure a successful
introduction.

catcaresociety.org | FALL 2024 |7



Part One: Prepare Your Home

Before you adopt a new cat, some pre-adoption prep is
essential. This will create a smooth transition for both your
resident cat (and/or other household pets) and the
newcomer.

Create a private, comfortable but separate space for the
new cat away from the resident cat. Equip it with a cozy
bed, litter box, stimulating toys, a covered hiding spot, and
a scratching post or climbing structure.

Make sure your resident cat also has blankets and towels
for laying on to impart its scent. Eventually, you'll be
swapping the cats’ bedding so they can get used to each
other’s smell.

Consider incorporating Feliway diffusers or spray as they
can help alleviate stress symptoms and support a
smoother transition for your pets.

Part Two: Introduce the Cats...Slowly

As soon as you bring your new cat home, take them
directly to the room you prepared to help them feel safe
and secure. Don't let the two cats see each other yet.

At mealtimes (or treat times if you free feed), place the
food for both cats right in front of the door for both cats
(with the door closed!). If one of the cats refuses to eat,
feed her elsewhere, but still place dishes on either side of
the door. By having both cats experience something
positive while they are nearby, they can learn to form
positive associations with each other.

Scent swap! After a few meals, swap the bedding from
each cat's room and place it by or below the food bowls
outside the doors. You can also rub a sock on the cheeks of
the cat and then give the sock with the scent of one cat to
the other cat. Once both cats are calm and eating well, it's
time to trade places. Let the new cat roam the house with
the resident cat in the safe room for a short period of time.
Swap the cats back again into their original spaces. You can
repeat this step a few times if necessary.

If everything is going well and everyone is acting, eating and
using the litter box normally, the next step is to allow the
cats to have visual access to each other. You can use a
screen door or pet gate to allow the cats to see each other
without being able to physically touch yet. During this time,
continue to feed each cat on both sides of the door and
continue switching them back and forth.

Once visual contact has gone well, remove the barrier. Have
toys or treats ready so the cats can focus on that instead
of each other at first. There may be some hissing or
swatting at first, which is normal. If they tolerate, ignore,
enjoy or interact with each other, claim it a success! End
the meeting on a good note, separating them again before
any bad feelings arise. Continue this a few more times.

Conduct another meet and greet each day using the same
process, slowly extending the time the cats are together
until it appears that everyone, including yourself, feels
comfortable with both cats free-roaming the house
unsupervised.

If a cat becomes stressed during any of these steps, pause
and revisit a previous step until both are comfortable again.
Recognizing and respecting each cat's comfort level will
help ensure the process is successful.

Get more tips on cat behavior
and wellness on our blog!
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COLORADO
GIVESDAY|

Frasonted by

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 | Early giving opens November 1

Colorado Gives Day is a day in which Coloradans come together to create a collective impact to support the non-profit
organizations they love the most. Last year, 1,041 of you (our generous supporters) participated and together donated a total
of $152,226 to Cat Care Society!

Mark your calendar now and make plans to give to CCS again for Colorado Gives Day between November 1 and December 10
to ensure our critical work for all cats continues. Our goal this year is $150,000 again, and we know you can help us meet and

exceed that goal for the cats!

Leading up to Colorado Gives Day and the day of, we will send some emails with instructions on how to make your gift and
include a special feature to remind you about the impact that your donation makes.

To learn more about Colorado Gives Day, visit www.coloradogives.org/p/about-us.

Donate to our mission at www.catcaresociety.org/donate.

This Colorado Gives Day, Lady Dixon will bring you on a journey of her time here
at Cat Care Society and show you all the different ways your donations directly
impacted her life!

Sign up for the Cat Care Society e-Mewsletter at catcaresociety.org/publications to receive
heartwarming stories and be the first to know about upcoming events and shelter news!

WORKPLACE GIVING

Check with your employer to see if
they accommodate payroll deductions

Combined Federal Campaign

CO mmun |tys ha res or if they participate in Community

Shares of Colorado. Cat Care Society CCS participates in the Combined
has been a member of Community Federal Campaign annually, as a
www.cshares.org or call 303-239-9680 Shares of Colorado since 1997. Community Shares member organization.

Colorado's Community Giving Fund
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GIFTS MADE WITH LOVE

Thanks to everyone who has made donations in honor of or in memory of someone special!

APRIL 1-JUNE 30, 2024

Gifts not listed here will be credited in the next issue. Please send corrections or questions to aleader@catcaresociety.org.

FROM IN HONOR OF FROM IN MEMORY OF FROM IN HONOR OF
Patricia Bil-Powell.. Dr. Tom Mohapp & Dr. Tery Humphrey Ellen Buchanan........ Buddy and in honor of Kay Higgins Robert Michael Cindy Cat
Karen Booher. LaDawn Sperling Ellen Buffington.............. To help other kitties in memory of Thomas Miller...............co.. Fuzz, Cali, K.C., Angle, Dakota
Megan Burd Mojo Cat your beloved Louie, a boy who was welHoved and now Richard "Rich" Miller...............coureervenneeeend Rockie & Freddy
Sue Carrick. Charlie rests peacefully. With much love from Ellen and Hooper. Avriel D Morales and Cynthia Morales............ Teaquer/Taffy
Diana Collins and memory of Cleo Jon & Sue Burren Pickles and in honor of Mimi Ricki Rei
Familia Domanguez Martanez.............. Havana, Phoenix Kathleen Carr. Ivan Evelyn Mulder. Huey
and Misha Teresa Carroll Zachary Suzanne Muller. Nitey Kitty

Carol Fabrizio. Michael Gallegos S. A. Chacon Cassie Timothy Myers Cassi
Megan Feilbach Jessie Cormier Susan "Sue" Corbell Penny Charles Nedbal Bruno Max Beer
Monica Flaim Monica Flaim Kathleen Costlow. Bobbie Cooper Joyce and Philip NeISON...........cccemereeeend Quint-McMorgan
Lori Freedman................ All passed and present fabulous William "Bill"* COX...vvvvvvrrnnenes Judy Cox and in honor of Lexi Dianne Wood-Nicoletti and Stanley Nicoletti.....Ajax & Alex
Freedman felines Marsha Crest. Alan Hull Mary Norbury-Glaser. Sophie

Audrey Fulton Sapphire Martha Cross Sue Kirkby Kathryn "Kay" & Goldie Nyquist.....Richard & Irene Nyquist
David and Dana Gengenbach..............coueeeeeenens Fish Stick Carol Crow. Dr. Terry Humphrey Lisa Olson Jay Cavolt
Claudia Grose Bradley, Leah & Katie Cory Curtis. Gail Ellen Tinianow Maureen Parker...........cccoceveerennn. Elaine and Charles Coyle
Sherry Gunnell Mira Luna Clyde and Barbara Dawson Rico Jerri Paulison Eli and Family
Gary and Kristin Hathaway............. Our CCS rescues Mr. Kenneth and Jackie Dobrovalny................... Gail Tinianow Cynthia Perez Boo Bear & Patches
Pibbets & Tempest Francesca Donig Robin Harris Matthew Pittenger. Janet Cavolt

Jane Hedlund Maverick Jack and Nickie Donnell.................. Cruiser & Miss Bubba Sarah Porter. Lucy
Kathleen Heymans Eliza flk/a Tootsie Peter Dupree Ceres Hamer Michelle Rabatin John Rabatin
Krista & Steve Igoe............ccu every cat I've ever owned Elizabeth Dymkowski................... Lala, Amy, & Samantha Elizabeth A & K Douglas Riggs........Jimmi, Slinky, & Mochi
Susan Jiron-Garcia Lucy Erin Ellebracht. Harley Ellebracht Kevin Ripper. Rosa
Johnathan Kastner...............cccceessionne. Nancy Schmidt Dave Emm Leanne Emm Ken and Beth Roberts Daisy
Barbara Kozelka. Alice & Buzzie Christy Fischer. Sheri Bell Robert Romano..........ceeeseeinienes Gall Ellen Tinianow
Clare Lewis. Kathy McChesney Janet Fletcher. Ty & Edmond Mary Ann Rosa Mama Kitty Love
Susan J McCaffery & Lawrence Mangum.........Pumpkin Jeffrey French Maggie Joyce Rosenblum Teddy
Kendall Mantey............creemiesnessnes Michael Gallegos Maiorani-Stuart Fund.......Our beautiful mom, Barb Stuart Sarah Russell............ Waif, Sable, Maggie, Marco, & Geno
Mary Matey............en ..Conan, Rambo & Little Miss Fred Gibson. Jasper, Foxy, & Figero John Rutherford Gerry Rutherford
James "Mike" McCONNEl........c...eceeecd Chester Joseph Kathy Elbinger & Mike Grazi...Loving memory of Cricket Cooper Saffell June Davey
Liz McGuire Willow Robert and Ann Greenbaum................... Rich Hochnadel Michael and Kari Sanders............coueeeeeeen Chloe Sanders
Kim Medsker.......... e Betty White's birthday Brooke Griffith, Yago Susan Sauve. Leah
Dee Pierce Onyx Blackheart Pierce Michele Hadley. Lisa Terwilleger John Schultheis Charlie
Cheryl and James Pierce...............ctuu... Precious & Boots Glenn'& inda Harelysiiiid Cinommin & Lollie and in Debbie Schwartz June Davey
Sandra Radford Jayme honor of Sugar SUSaN (SUE) SINEMAN.....covoevereeresieirnreoed Onyx & Pur
Jennifer Ready................c.uweeemnns Bob Tinnin and Sophie Kaaren Hardy, Primrose Joan Snyder. Sweet C
Sara Reed LaDawn Spetiing Stanley (Stan) Harvey: MissMolly ~ Cindy Spenner AR Gilbert Spenner
Elaine Reese Jack Helen Hiestand Gail Tnian(m' ¥ : Mr. Meowgi
Laura Smith Bertie Jackie Hoke &David Grtelman ! N Maggie (Inky)
James Solano. Rip Maggie Holbeh ’ ] _" )] usar Heidi
Rodotfo Sosa Cordero Camacho...........uue Frida Gato Susan Hopkifis e Phe’ls'eaﬁR{;_sg'.; - Anthony Tamburello Liz Sutiiff
Sharon Spence Dave & Sue F. Linda Hom s Chick-a-dee’ Gregory Tumer... Marion Tumer and Dawn Tumer
LaDawn Sperling...LaDawn's 10-year busiRess anniversary Darlene Howell izn ....All cats & in honor of all cats
Louis & Lynda Surles........... Simone, Siyvester & Murphy April Hrenya-Wood... Our sweet kitty, Maverick, who Mallory Weeman Sharon Berger
Greg Urciolo. Lily ~ welost2years ago Cynthia WelBrack.............ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeervreeeens Nicholas & Henry
Tenmy Venardo. ... i i Raven Guitzait-Venard Diane HUBET.......ccuuuueeuuummmisssseens Taj|, Plper Jack & Jordan Camilla (Cam) Williams Solei
Maria Weber. Orion Rick KeIIy Oliver Cynthia Wilson. Max
Lori Wilson........... Saoirse, Surya, Aria, Jeté and Gremlin Jean Wu. Waulf Cats
Vic and Marge Zielinski.............u Dr. Terry Humphrey and Carol Yam Tommy
Dr. Themas Mohapp Arrow EleCtronics.....u.vveeneee. :My family cat, Lena, and my

g’ \of tties adopted from Cat Care Society

EROM IN MEMORY OF Valerie Lavay-Borris. Lunaand Sasha,

Elmer Batley EizebehBatey suophenared Vicin Lows ol ON BEHALF OF
Sandra Baxter, Janet (Jay) Cavot Lavon L|kes..........................‘Fhelma &in honor ofKushka ~ * Erica Alikchihoo........ Debe Alikchihoo Birthday Fundraiser
Dot Cesr =g Mary Linke : Noah Yetter
Jolene Bemhard.. ... uuecsmsssessssssssind Federal. You are loved. Robert List. Matthew Hout

Carol Blair....Steve Blair and in honor of John & Deena Blair &
Enztu. Minestrone, Harley, Sox, & King Arthur

Sherman Eli Blue
Lily
Lilyana Bella Marie Rase Brandon

Billie McNeil
Cleo and'Boudreau

Carolyn McNeil..
Catherine Mendoza.
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