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The Butterfly 
 
My hands are warm to the butterfly 
I am trying to set free. 
Delicate, frail creature of beauty, 
what can it know of me? 
I am outside its comprehension 
It knows sunshine and showers, 
darkness and the feel of flowers. 
We do not ask it to do the impossible 
and know Man. 

 
So we, with God, 
who looks with tenderness upon our frailty, 
trying to guide us. 
Trust him! 
He knows the way, and, if we let him, 
will open windows, 
and, cradling us in hands we cannot comprehend, 
will lift us up and set us free. 

 
                                                                            Margaret Orford 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR MINISTER 
 

I am writing this month’s letter as I also prepare for Palm 
Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week for the Christian 
Church. It is when we recall again the final week of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry, culminating of course in his death and 
resurrection. 
 

The set gospel reading for today is Luke 19: 28-40, where we recall 
Jesus’ amazing entry into Jerusalem, with cheering ‘hope filled’ 
crowds. Were they actually daring to believe that as Jesus enacted the 
words of the prophet Zechariah (9:9) that their waiting for the promised 
Messiah was finally over; that God’s promise to restore Israel and 
bring everlasting peace was now happening before their very eyes? 
Their cries of ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 
would indicate so.  
 

I purposefully include the following verse (41) as I believe it widens our 
horizon, and therefore our understanding of what Jesus is ‘saying’ to 
all those witnessing his arrival into the great city. For even now 
amongst all this hope there is the shadow looming of what is to come. 
We do well to hear and see it as we step from today into the events of 
the following days. In verse 41 Jesus gives us a hint that God’s peace, 
hope and life will not be accomplished by overthrowing the occupying 
authorities through might, power and war. God’s ways are not our 
ways, as Isaiah reminds us 55:8-9. Jesus weeps for the city, and for 
all the world, as he recognises ‘closed eyes’ and ‘hard hearts’. “If only 
you had known what would bring you peace,” he says. 
 

We need to look beyond and behind the words on the page to discover 
the answer to Jesus’ longing for them and us. We need to remove 
ourselves for a moment from the rejoicing crowds and look deeper into 
the eyes of the One who will bring us peace; peace that transcends all 
human understanding for it will bring with it forgiveness, healing, 
freedom from our past fears and mistakes, and life - reconciled new 
life with the God who loves us beyond our imagining. But … this will 
not be won through force, might or power. It will be won through 
humble suffering and pain, and Jesus will take upon himself all the sin 
and brokenness of all humanity that we might be freed from it and its 
power over us. 
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Today, rejoice and praise. Shout with expectation and hope ‘Blessed 
is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ as you recognise 
Jesus, but then have the courage and gratitude to walk with Jesus 
again the path and events of Holy Week. Allow him to walk with you 
too as you reflect on all he has done to reveal God’s love for you. I am 
sure that when we do we are able to cry with even greater depth and 
gratitude on Easter morning ‘Hallelujah! He is risen.  
 

God bless you and hold you as we step into Holy Week. 
                                                                                                      
Debbie 
 

******************************************************************************                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

NEW RULES about POSTAGE STAMPS 
 

You may have heard that Royal Mail is changing the rules on stamps, 
so if you've got a stash that say '1st' or '2nd' class on them by 31 
January 2023 you'll no longer be able to use them. This is because 
Royal Mail is moving to a new barcode system, which these stamps 
don't have. 
 

However, on 4 March 2022 Royal Mail confirmed that you can 
continue to use Christmas stamps after 31 January 2023 following a 
U-turn. The postal service had initially announced that Christmas 
stamps would be replaced by new barcoded versions from 31 January 
2023. This would have rendered old festive stamps useless, but while 
new barcoded versions of Christmas stamps will be launched later this 
year, non-barcoded versions will now be valid. 
 

If you try to use these stamps – and this includes all those with the 
Queen's head on them that say '1st' or '2nd' class, or any other price, 
after this cut-off date they will not be valid and you will have to pay a 
surcharge.  
 

You’ll be able to exchange current stamps for barcoded ones free of 
charge under Royal Mail's new 'Swap Out' scheme, opened on 31st  
March 2022.To do this, you just need to fill in a 'Swap Out' form from 
its website or get one from a local delivery office (e.g. the one in 
Churchfields, Hertford). You'll then have to post back the stamps you 
want to swap to a Freepost address.  
               

(Thanks to Derrick Slate for making us aware of this.) 

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/news/2022/03/royal-mail-u-turn-means-old-christmas-stamps-can-still-be-used-a/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/news/2022/03/royal-mail-u-turn-means-old-christmas-stamps-can-still-be-used-a/
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THREADS THROUGH CREATION 
 

Whether or not you are interested in 
needlework, collage, or art in 
general, this exhibition comes highly 
recommended.  A few weeks ago I 
was taken by friends to see it in 
Southwell Minster (well worth a visit 
in itself) and was very impressed.   
 

Described as ‘A spectacular 
sequence of twelve huge textile panels, retelling the creation story in 
the book of Genesis. Viewers are treated to a wonderful variety of 
colours, shapes, patterns – and of course lots of vivid creatures! 
Created by acclaimed textile artist Jacqui Parkinson, and over three 
years in the making, this exhibition is one of the largest textile projects 
by a single artist, ever!’   

 

It’s a travelling exhibition, so between 
now and November there’s a chance you 
may be near enough to one of the host 
cathedrals to see it. Future dates and 
venues are: 27 April – 5 June – 
Worcester, 8 June – 24 July Exeter, 27 
July – 3 September St. Edmundsbury, 6 
September - 16 October, Guildford, 19th 
October – 20 November Ripon. You can 
also view the panels on the Southwell 
Minster website if you click on ‘events’ 
 

Definitely best seen in colour (those 
stripes behind the dolphins are a 
rainbow) and the picture on the left gives 
an impression of the scale.  

                                                                                                     
Trish Goldsmith                                                                                                                                                




 

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone,  
but in every leaf in springtime. 
                                                                                          Martin Luther 
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MY FAVOURITE HYMN - Edwin Hodgson 
  

When asked to write about my favourite hymn the first problem I had 
was how to choose one hymn; there are so many good ones, both 
traditional and modern worship hymns/songs. Which one is right at the 
time depends on so many things; do I choose one of praise, worship, 
deep theology, commitment or just one telling of God’s work and 
power for the world? 
 

Although I have very little musical talent (I can play no instrument – 
well the triangle is almost possible) and not much of a singing voice, 
Christian hymns and songs have been a big part of my Christian 
Journey including playing contemporary Christian music CDs (from 
ballads, worship songs, Rap and Rock and Roll) when doing some of 
my long car journeys for work. 
Anyway, after going through many that I could have picked, I finally 
choose STF 437 ‘When the music fades’. This is a Matt Redman song 
from 1997: one I have come to find gets to the heart of what it means 
to be a Christian and worship God. The chorus is: - 

 

“I’m coming back to the heart of worship, 
And it’s all about you, 
All about you, Jesus. 
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, 
When it’s all about you, 
All about you, Jesus.” 

This hymn reminds me that we need to make Jesus the top priority in 
our lives and worship, outward show is not enough and God is so deep 
within our hearts that outward show does not fool Him! 

In verse 2 it calls God the “King of endless worth, no-one could express 
how much you deserve.” Which reminds me that I can never offer God 
anything that comes close to the love, praise & worship He deserves. 
I can only offer to Him all I can and although it is less than He deserves 
I know he accepts it as a blessing for Him. 

Edwin came to our church with his wife, Rev Debbie, back in 2018, but 
he has been a Local Preacher for more than twenty years. We shall 
miss them both greatly when they retire later this year. 
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Matt Redman is an English Christian worship leader, songwriter and 
author, born in Watford in 1974. You may also know his song ’10,000 
reasons, Bless the Lord’ co-written with Jonas Myrin. 

                                                                            Jackie Lawn 

****************************************************************************** 

ANNUAL NEWS and UPDATES from Hertford 
Churches Together 
 

HERTFORD & DISTRICT FOOD BANK opened in 
2014, founded by local churches and 
community groups, working together towards 
stopping hunger in our local area.  Located at 
Hertford United Reformed Church in Cowbridge, the 
aim is to make sure that no one in our local community has to 
go hungry. Food donation points can be found in most supermarkets, 
including Sainsbury and Tesco in Hertford. 
Items currently needed: 

tinned tomatoes, tinned meat, tinned spaghetti, tinned fruit, 
cooking sauces (curry, sweet n' sour, chilli), instant mashed 
potatoes, jars of pasta sauce, baby wipes, bars of soap, toilet 
rolls. Thank you 
 

*Sarah's story: 
The Hertford & District Foodbank helped me and my family get 
through a tough struggle. After being made redundant with little pay, 
the money ran out. 
We were provided with plenty of food to get us back on our feet and 
ease the strain of buying everything from the 
supermarket. We were then able to budget 
whilst I searched for a new job. 
The helpers and volunteers were also 
fantastic, very welcoming, family friendly and 
brilliant when you need a chat. 
To us it was more than food. It was the help 
needed at the perfect time. 
Thank you. 
 
*Sarah’s name has been changed to protect her identity 
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STREET PASTOR UPDATE  
 

Ongoing recruitment and training have meant that our operational 
strength has increased to 18 (versus 14 at the last update). Five of 
these are All Nations Students who we will lose when they leave the 
college and embark on their missionary careers.  However, we feel 
that we are sowing seeds for the future. We intend to recruit new 
students every September, which will mean that the status quo should 
be maintained.   

We still have need for extra volunteers, as aspirationally we would like 
to go out 8 times a month (Friday/Saturday of all four weekends).  We 
have plans in place to try and visit several Hertford (and Ware) 
churches before Easter to publicise our mission and to try and recruit 
new street pastors (SPs) and prayer pastors (PP). We only have two 
operational PPs (and one remote PP) so this is an area of need.  PPs 
pray with SPs for about 30 minutes before the evening patrol starts 
and they continue to pray for SPs whilst they are out on patrol: remote 
PP do the same, but from the comfort of their living rooms. The time 
commitment for PPs is therefore quite minimal – 30 minutes on a 
Friday/Saturday evening once a month; with a commitment to continue 
to pray for the patrol team until they retire for the evening – God will 
do the rest.   

We sent out three patrols over the Christmas/New Year period: on 
Saturday 18th, Friday 24th and Friday 31st December. Counter-
intuitively the busiest day was 18th December. A music event at the 
White Hart starting at 5pm meant that when we started our patrol at 
10:30 there were already significant numbers of drunken youngsters; 
but the overall ambience of the town was very good and we had 
numerous significant conversations, in addition to helping and 
supporting vulnerable people. In contrast, Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve were relatively quiet events. Our increased numbers mean 
we can expand the number of monthly patrols during 2022. We are 
planning on going out five times this month: Friday 11th/Saturday 12th, 
Friday 18th, Friday 25th/Saturday 26thFebruary. The High Sheriff of the 
County (Lionel Wallace) will come out with us on Friday 25th as an 
observer.   

David Elder continues to have regular meetings with Police, Licensing, 
and the Town Clerk when we can exchange intelligence enabling us 
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to react quickly to events being planned in the town. We continue to 
have good feedback from PubWatch regarding our activities in the 
town. We had a joint patrol with Future Hope after Hertford Carnival 
on Friday 26th November.  Tim and David plan to have a discussion 
to assess whether we feel that we should continue with this in the 
future. Two SP representatives were recently invited to the Mayor of 
Hertford’s “Thank You Evening” on Thursday 03 February 2022, where 
we and other volunteer organisations, were thanked for our services 
to the community.  We are supporting The Wellbeing Church mission 
to the young people of the town, by attending Gateway events on 
Sunday evening and we plan to attend some open mic sessions.  

The Night-time economy has almost fully recovered. The Corn 
Exchange will re-open on Thursday 10th February after lengthy 
refurbishment, which will add to the pressures on Fore Street.  We are 
continuing to see a lot of ASBs and drunkenness, particularly after 
3:00 am in Bull Plain, Salisbury Square and Fore Street. Drugs and 
alcohol, which in turn can lead to violence, as well as youngsters 
becoming inebriated and extremely vulnerable, and the ongoing issue 
of mental health are the major challenges on the streets. We are often 
the only group that youngsters feel that they can talk to – we in turn 
are happy to listen to their needs and if they are happy to do so, we 
will pray with them.   

Our finances are starting to see the impact of our successful campaign 
to increase the number of volunteers.  There are the additional 
significant costs of training – as well as retraining of established SPs; 
together with the need to purchase new uniforms.  We continue to be 
blessed with ad hoc gifts from churches and the URC has decided to 
make an annual contribution to support our mission on the streets- for 
which we are extremely grateful!  
 

                                           David Elder, HWSP chair, February 2022 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

I find the great thing in this world is not so much 
where we stand, as in what direction we are moving.  

To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes 
with the wind and sometimes against it…but we must 

sail, not drift, nor lie at anchor. 
 

                                           Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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FUTUREhope  
 

The new bus has been out every Friday in term time and since January 
we have had some really good quality nights. In Ware we have a small 
group that come on and stay for the whole duration of the session - 
this has been a good opportunity to grow relationships with them and 
look forward to see where that will take us. Hertford was a bit quieter 
until last Friday we had 22 on! Lots of fun, chatting and we are excited 
for the future of this aspect of our work, especially as the nights getting 
less cold! Mentoring, as always, is keeping us busy but we are really 
seeing the positive impact this work has on young people. I n January 
56 mentoring sessions took place, 56 hours’ investment in local young 
people. 
  

We are at the unfortunate stage of operating a waiting list. Therefore, 
we have a real need for more mentors to join our team. Mainly men 
but women too. We are looking to run our volunteer training before 
Easter so please please do ask your church members if they would be 
willing to meet with a young person, just for one hour a week. It will 
have such a big impact on that young person and I am sure they will 
get something out of it as well. We have young people who are ready 
and want to meet with a mentor - just not a mentor to give them. We 
have been busy with schools! We delivered our drug awareness 
session to every year 10 student at Chauncy through their tutor 
groups. We received a grant from CAHMS to deliver sessions in the 
local schools (Chauncy, Presdales, Simon Balle, Sele School and 
Richard Hale) as part of their Feeling Good Week 2022 – the same 
week as Child Mental Health Awareness Week. The theme this year 
was ‘Body Positivity’ so we choose to run sessions based on body 
image and the impact of social media/filters. We have/are delivering 
targeted group sessions. The session ends with young people taking 
a selfie with an instant print camera which has gone down very well! 
We hope that will be a great reminder for them about the session and 
what was discussed. This is yet another session we hope to offer to 
schools for years to come.  
 

We held a Handling Anger in the Family course on Zoom in January 
and we plan to host another in person in March. We are exploring new 
ways to actively engage with and support parents of teenagers in the 
local area – watch this space! Thank you again for your continued 
support. 
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Could you meet a young person for an hour a week? Or come out on 
a Friday night on our mobile youth centre, play games and chat with 
young people? Training dates are 21st April, 28th April, 5th May and 
12th May. All 19:30-21:30 at the FUTUREhope office. For more info 
please email Tim (tim@fhhw.org.uk) or ring (07531 875124) 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

YOUNG LIFE 
 

We are very excited to have Bryan, Hillary, Caroline, and Judah Fries 
join the Young Life family. Bryan is our new Area Director in Hertford 
and the family has been settling in very well. It has taken a while to 
sort out all the paperwork during covid, as well as finding a home, car, 
etc, but they are just about sorted and they have thrown themselves 
into everything Hertford and Young Life. Thank you for your prayers 
for them during this transition. They are currently working their way 
around all the local churches, so hopefully, you will meet them soon, if 
you haven’t already.  
 

We are continuing to meet and make new friendships with the youth 
in Hertford. Simon Balle has continued to let us in and the youth are 
getting to know us well there, Helen is really enjoying getting to know 
them all, playing games, and chatting about life in general.  
• Football Friday continues to be a great success as we see lots of 
youth on the pitch each week.  
• Clubs have started back last week with lots of energy, fun, and 
games! We spent January growing as a team, studying the bible, and 
praying for the work of Young Life to be a beacon of light and be fruitful 
in the town of Hertford.  
 

Please Pray: 
 

• For us to continue to build strong teams to serve the ministry, both 
for club work and committee.  
 

• For The Sele School to open up to us after half term, Covid has 
delayed these doors opening and we are keen to go in and support 
them. 
 

 • Prayers of thanks for the Fries arrival and transition to Hertford 
going smoothly. 
 

mailto:tim@fhhw.org.uk
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WELLBEING CHURCH    

Who are they?  What do they do? 
 

Here’s their report to Hertford Churches Together 
 

We hosted an Information Evening, where 25 church leaders, ministry 
leaders, parishioners and all those involved with the wider Church 
joined us for a lovely dinner, followed by an opportunity for us to share 
who we are and what we do, and a first showcase event for the Yellow 
Pudding Pod! The feedback we received from all those was valuable, 
and we are looking forward to the next one! 
 

We started the ‘Wellbeing Church Football Club’ with bold views to 
set up as a 11-a-side team for the 2022/23 season. We are currently 
in the Hartham Wednesday 5-a-side league while we focus on building 
a team! We now have 15 players, approx. 50% non-Christian! We 
organise weekly training sessions, and we’re meeting before matches 
to pray and take communion together, in the form of our Emmaus 
Meal. 

Our first season has been a lot of fun, and a lot of learning. Luke and 
Reiss are carving out their managerial credentials in the process! 
 

We have hosted 2 Open Mic nights at the Hertford Coffee Lab, seeing 
a combined attendance of >100 people and approx. 15 different artists, 
some Christian and some not. We intentionally shape the evening to 
create an atmosphere for discussion and to prompt the subject of faith 
in discussions - with worship music in the background, a number of 
Christians interspersed in the audience, and it’s becoming a fixture in 
most people’s diaries now! At our last Open Mic, the Gospel message 
was shared for the first time with 3 different people, >50% of our 
football team attended, and a number of non-Christians have begun to 
support us in facilitating the event, from volunteers to artists! 
 

The culmination of the above events has prompted us to consider - 
what does all this lead to? Our thoughts, reflections and our ministries 
all branched from this one place, to want to gather together as a team 
and worship as a team - and so our newest event was born, Gateway. 
 

The purpose of Gateway is to look at what Christians did, modelling 
the early Christian church as described in Acts 2:42-47, and to look at 
what Christians do now, looking at the changing environment that we 
Christians find ourselves in, in 2022.  
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We gather once a fortnight in Mudlarks Cafe to worship together, share 
teaching together and taking communion in the form of our Emmaus 
Meal. The evening features a range of activities – from a testimony of 
“What does the Gospel mean to you?” shared at each session, to the 
trusty Nintendo Wii set up. We are encouraging all churches in the 
town and slightly beyond, to consider sending a representative down 
to share about their church.  
 

An analogy that Reiss on our team, which has proven popular for us, 
is that we are creating ‘fishing spots’ alluding to Luke 5:1-11, for young 
adults who are a part of what we are doing, and are craving 
community, but they don’t know it yet. This is where the church, I 
believe, must come in. A summary of our activities to come is included 
below.  
 

This is our prayer list, this is our invitation to you, to be a part of 
reaching young adults in our town. 
 

Gateway takes place once a fortnight at Mudlarks Café. 
 

Open Mic takes place once a month, at Hertford Coffee Lab - every 
third Friday of the month. 
 

The Football Team meet during the week, Mondays for training and 
Wednesdays for matches. 
 

We have a number of other activities: Bible Studies on Tuesday 
evenings, Video-game nights on Friday evenings, ‘Jackbox’ games 
nights on Saturday evenings. 
 

Staff Meetings on Monday mornings and our Staff Reflection every 
other month.                                                              

                                                                         Luke Groves-Davis 
 

 

Give young people a greater voice.  They are the future and they are 
much wiser than we give them credit for. 

                                                                    Desmond Tutu 
 

Many of life’s failures are people who did not realise how close they  
were to success when they gave up.                              

                                                                             Thomas Edison 
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WHAT MESSY CHURCH IS AND ISN’T 
 

Messy Church happens in many churches 
of all denominations, including our own… 

but what IS it? 
 

 Messy Church is a form of church for children and adults that 
involves creativity, celebration and hospitality. 

 It's primarily for people who don't already belong to another form 
of church. 

 It meets at a time (and sometimes in a place) that suits people 
who don't already belong to church. 

 It typically includes a welcome, a long creative time to explore the 
biblical theme through getting messy; a short celebration time 
involving story, prayer, song, games and similar; and a sit-down 
meal together at tables. All elements are for, and should 
include, people of all ages, adults and children. 

 It's fun! 

 It's a church for people at all stages of their faith journey and of 
any age - a congregation that is as valuable and worthy of 
investment as any of your other congregations. 

 It models and promotes good ways of growing as a family: a 
nuclear family, an extended family, and a global and local church 
family. 

 Its aim is to introduce Jesus, to give an opportunity to encounter 
him and to grow closer to him. 

 Messy Church is part of BRF* which believes, with the historic 
churches, in one God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 Messy Church is resourced, supported, and enabled by BRF. 

 Most Messy Churches meet once a month, although a few meet 
more frequently or more occasionally. 

Messy Church is an all-age fresh expression of church that offers 
counter-cultural transformation of family life through families 
coming together to be, to make, to eat and to celebrate God. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/creativity
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/celebration
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/hospitality
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/all-age
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/about-brf
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WHAT MESSY CHURCH ISN’T… 

 Just for children. It's much easier to aim a Messy Church at one 
particular age group, but do stop and reflect on whether the non-
verbal messages that this sends are what you want to say about 
God. If your Messy Church's teaching, crafts and food are all 
aimed just at the under-11s, think what message you're giving 
both children and adults: church is only relevant / fun / meaningful 
/ interested in you until you're 12? God is for babies? No, Messy 
Church needs to be constantly creative in its thinking about how 
to involve very different people: young and old, families and single 
people, male and female, academic and practical, poor and rich. 

 A club. The whole of Messy Church is about worshipping God, 
having fellowship, exploring faith matters. It welcomes everyone, 
involves everyone, values everyone, is always there for the 
outsider. It's a church. 

 A way of getting people to come to church on Sunday - There 
are examples of people starting in Messy Church and deciding to 
join Sunday church as well but these are the exception rather than 
the rule. If people wanted to go to established church, they would 
be going by now. Messy Church is interdependent with 
established church, but will usually operate as a separate 
congregation or church. 

 Just for church families - Anyone already belonging to church 
should be thinking about serving on the leadership team of Messy 
Church, however old or young they are, and helping others come 
to know Jesus. 

 Just for families - All are welcome: single, widowed, childless, 
divorced. Church is inclusive, not exclusive. 

 A quick fix - Growing disciples takes time. Messy Church has only 
been going a few years anywhere. It usually only meets once a 
month. Growth will probably be slow. 

 An easy option - It takes money, time, prayer, commitment and 
energy from the church and leadership team. 

 A drain on church resources - Yes, it will take money and time, 
effort and gifted people to run it, but it will give back in return a 
group of people who are fired up for mission, empowered by using 
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their God-given gifts. It will spark off ideas and inspiration about 
what church is all about and will renew vision. It will grow goodwill 
in the neighbourhood towards the church and, most importantly, 
provide the opportunity to do effective mission in your own 
community. 

 Set in stone - We're learning all the time. As the network of Messy 
Churches grows and develops, so the best ways of delivering 
Messy Church will develop and grow. BRF has deliberately 
chosen to have a 'non-controlling', 'hands-off' approach in the way 
it promotes Messy Church in the hope that this will give God space 
to grow his church as he wants to, and that it will give everyone 
encouragement to experiment and innovate. 

 

*BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) is a Christian charity. Our vision is 
to enable people of all ages to grow in faith and understanding of the 
Bible and to see more 
people equipped to exercise 
their gifts in leadership and 
ministry. 

Find out more about what 
we do at www.brf.org.uk 

 
(We hope to include a ‘Messy Church’ page in the next edition of 
INSIGHT)                             

  <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<o>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
To find the universal elements enough; to find the 

air and the water exhilarating; to be refreshed by a 

morning walk or an evening saunter… to be thrilled 

by the stars at night; to be elated over a bird’s nest or a 

wildflower in spring – these are some of the rewards of 

the simple life.  
 

         John Burroughs 

http://www.brf.org.uk/
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WHERE ARE YOU NOW?    

Dave & Fiona Witty 
 

Our warmest Easter greetings to all our friends in 
Hertford! When we moved to Royston, on the 
edge of Cambridgeshire, a little over five years 
ago.  Hertford had been our home for more than 
20 years. Our family had been part of Hertford 
Methodist Church’s community from almost as 
long, so it was quite an upheaval. 

We needed to move for a range of reasons - 
primarily to be nearer Dave’s workplace at Babraham near Cambridge, 
as the commute was taking many hours each day, but we also wanted 
to have somewhere where Fiona’s parents could stay with us for 
longer periods; as they became less mobile, somewhere without so 
many flights of stairs was particularly appealing. 

We had not actually managed to sell our old house in Cockbush 
Avenue when we ‘moved’ which meant we kept coming back to 
Hertford – especially at weekends - for several months afterwards.  But 
you never know what is around the corner: we had not yet sold our 
Hertford house when Dave’s company unexpectedly relocated to the 
US, making all UK staff redundant.  This left us in the interesting 
position of having two houses, a huge mortgage and no income! 
Thankfully we managed to sell in Hertford in the May and we decided 
to set up our own consultancy company to secure our employment.   
This has worked very well and ‘Witnet Ltd’ is now in its fifth year of 
operation – providing services to various Biotech companies and to 
Wheatcroft School in Hertford.   

The new house has finally given us the flat garden that we had never 
had in Hertford.  We can now grow plants that enjoy full sun as our old 
property (on a north facing slope) saw no sunshine from October to 
March. We have enough garage space for Dave to have a workshop, 
a good sized spare room for visitors and space for all Fiona’s crafts.  
We have particularly enjoyed having the space to host events for 
friends and family – at least before lockdown! Still, during the past two 
years it has also been invaluable having room for separate home 
offices. 
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Our eldest son Andrew had moved out shortly before we moved and 
now works as an electronics designer for an engineering consultancy 
company, and lives quite nearby in Cambridge with his veterinary 
surgeon partner Helen, together a menagerie of exotic (rescued!) pets.  

Our youngest, Jonathan, was still at university when we moved.  While 
we told all our friends of our change of address we actually forgot to 
tell Jon! When he finished, he went straight into a job at the Joint 
European Torus research centre at Culham near Oxford, where he 
works as a mechatronics engineer designing robots to work in nuclear 
fusion reactors.  However, you may still see him around Hertford from 
time to time as his girlfriend, Amy who works as a beautician, lives 
there. 

One of the first things we noticed about living in Royston was how 
much more rural the area is compared with Hertford. We are only 
minutes away from open countryside and especially the great expanse 
of Therfield Heath which we enjoy walking on every bit as much as we 
used to walk in the Meads in Hertford.  

Our first challenge was to get to know people locally.  Thankfully, 
Heathfield where we live has a vibrant residents association and our 
neighbours have made us most welcome.  We have been to a number 
of churches in the area, including Royston Methodist church, the 
parish church of St John’s and some in the nearby villages, such as 
Bassingbourn, and now have friends in several congregations.  We 
made a decision early on not to immediately join a particular local 
church so that we could spend some time exploring without the regular 
commitments that we had had in Hertford over so many years.  In 
addition, we have had an increasing responsibility to support Fiona’s 
parents back in Surrey so we have tried to keep our weekends more 
free. 

But we are involved in several local organisations.  Dave joined 
Royston Choral Society which specialises in singing ecclesiastical 
masterpieces, and has enjoyed giving concerts in churches all over 
the area. Fiona has been part of a crochet and knitting group and has 
created many hats for children with cancer and lots of other interesting 
items. 

As we hope Covid eventually eases we look forward to visiting Hertford 
and renewing our old friendships.                                                               

Dave and Fiona                            
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WHAT’S ON? 
 

YOUNG LIFE QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 14th May in Cowbridge Hall 

Teams of up to 8 
More information from:  bfries@ylinternational.org 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING 
in aid of Action for Children and CHIPS. 

Saturday 28th May  
10am – 12 noon 

  Hertford Methodist Church 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 
 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN 
HERTFORD 

 

Two special musical events will mark the Platinum 
Jubilee in Hertford. 

 
Hertfordshire’s Festival Concert Band will bring 
local community musicians together to perform 
arrangements of music associated with royalty in a 

fun, relaxed performance in the grounds of Hertford 
Castle. The programme includes Handel’s rousing Music for the 
Royal Fireworks as well as Malcolm Arnold’s ‘Padstow Lifeboat’ 
and favourite John Williams film scores. Admission free.  
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On Friday 3rd June three local choirs 
from St. Andrews, All Saints’ and 
the Hertford Chamber Choir will 
join forces in honour of the Queen’s 
Jubilee, together with organist 
William Whitehead.  
The programme will include Handel’s 
‘Zadok the Priest’ and Parry’s ‘I was 
glad’ - which were both sung at the 
Queen’s Coronation. 

 
7.30pm in All Saints’ Church, Hertford.  
 

Tickets £18/£13 with concessions available.   
 

(See church notice sheet for details nearer the time). 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 

Regular Activities at the Church 
 

Sunday  10.30am  Worship, Crèche and Junior Church 

Monday 10.00am  Prayer Group meeting 
  5.15pm  Rainbow Guides 
Tuesday 6.00pm  Brownie Guides 
                          7.30pm   Ranger Guides 
Wednesday 3.30 - 5pm   Messy Church (3rd) 

Thursday          1.30 - 3.30pm     Parents, Carers & Toddlers 

Friday  8.00pm  Choir Practice (1st) 

Weekdays 9.00 - 2pm  Oasis Coffee Shop 
 
 

Deadline for next INSIGHT magazine items: Sunday 26th June 
 
 
 

 


