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A female wood grouse
lurks in a temperate forest
of Europe. She is hard to
see. She blends in well
with pale brown feathers.
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a little town is nestled in a
valley. When some people
from town hiked up the
mountain, they stumbled
across something that
puzzled them.
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bark with its feeth. That free
would fall and, then, the
hare could eat it alll
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Much of the temperate
forest of Europe has been
cleared to make way for
farms and villages. There is
little forest left here. It would
e good for the native

animals to live in the woods,

but there are none nearby.
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between two farms. It pulls
together a cozy nest from
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is easy to dig up centipedes
and worms from the soft
ridges of dirt with its snout.
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the oldest, comes closer tfo
investigate. The hedgehog
does not budge. It is not
fearful. It is not in danger.
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In one swift motion, it curls
into a ball. In this position,
all its sharp spines face
outward. The wise children
decide to leave it alone.
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