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Many business owners hesitate to
register their brand names as trade
marks due to:

Cost concerns
Lack of awareness
Fear of complexity
Short-term focus
Complacency
Underestimating brand value

www.avatariplaw.com



FLIP YOUR PERSPEGTIVE

Not registering a trade mark can
expose a business to several
significant risks.

Legal issues, financial losses,
and hindered expansion
opportunities
to name just a few.

www.avatariplaw.com



KEY RISKS

All of the following headaches can be
avoided by registering:

e Inadvertent infringement

e Enforcement difficulties

e Decredsed investment appeal

e Brand dilution

e Limited expansion opportunities
e Loss of brand control

e |Loss of brand equity

e Forced rebranding costs
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EXGLUSIVE LEGAL RIGHTS

Only a trade mark registration grants

the owner the exclusive legal right to

use the mark for the specified goods
or services.

It also eliminates the worry that you
may inadvertently infringe on
someone else’'s trade mark, leading
to costly legal disputes and
rebranding.
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SIMPLIFIED ENFORGEMENT

A registered trade mark establishes @
clear record of ownership, making it
easier to enforce rights.

Owners can take swift legal action
against unauthorised use to stop
others from using similar marks.

The dispute is simplified, providing
stronger protection against
infringement.
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DETERRENT EFFECT

Only the owners of registered trade
marks are entitled to use
the official ® symbol.

This acts as a public notice of
ownership to deter copycats from
unauthorised use.

Asserting legal rights signals that the
brand owner is serious, discouraging
potential infringers.
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INGREASED VALUE

Registered trade marks are
intangible property assets on a
balance sheet. They significantly

increase the value of a business.

These assets can be sold, transferred,
or used as collateral for loans,
providing financial leverage for
business owners.
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REVENUE STREAMS

Registered trade marks can be
licensed for others to use.

This generates additional revenue
streams for brand owners through
royalties or franchise
arrangements, while still enabling
them to retain ownership and
maintain control over its use.
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EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES

Without a registered trade mark,
expanding into new market
territories or productlines

becomes risky.

You might face challenges if
someone else registers your trade
mark in those regions first, limiting
your ability to grow your business

internationally.
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INVESTMENT GREDIBILITY

There is a notable trend towards
using IP as collateral for financing.

Registered trade marks can hugely
enhance your appeal to investors
as they reduce your risk profile,
Increasing your ability to secure
funding.
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ONLINE PROTEGTION

Many online social media platforms
and marketplaces offer greater
protection to registered trade marks.

This enables owners to request
takedowns of counterfeit listings and
and copycat accounts, and gain
access to brand registries.
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GUSTOMS REGORDALS

Registered trade marks can be
recorded with customs authorities
(e.g. HMRC in the UK).

This enables enforcement against
counterfeits as customs officials can
prevent them entering the market by

stopping them at the border.
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COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE

Registering a trade mark provides o
competitive edge by clearly
distinguishing a business from its
competitors, which is essential in a
crowded marketplace.

Without trade mark protection,
businesses risk losing or diluting their
brand identity, leading to a loss of
customer loyalty and potentially
expensive rebranding.
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BRAND REGOGNITION

A registered trade mark enhances
brand reputation, consumer trust
and credibility.

It signals professionalism and a
commitment to protecting the
integrity of the brand.
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INDEFINITE SEGURITY

The initial term of protection granted
for a trade mark registration is
ten years.

It can then be renewed indefinitely,
ensuring ongoing protection for the
brand as it grows and evolves.
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Trade mark registration is a
crucial step for businesses
looking to protect their
brand identity and prevent
unauthorised use.

It enhances brand value
and reputation in the
marketplace, ensuring
long-term success.



KEY BENEFITS

A trade mark registration gives you:

Exclusive legal rights
Simplified enforcement
Copycat deterrent
Increased asset value
Revenue streams — licensing
Expansion opportunities
Investment credibility
Online protection
Customs recordals
Enhanced consumer trust
Competitive advantage
Indefinite security
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LIKE & SHARE
IF YOU'RE
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FOLLOW FOR MORE GREAT TIPS

www.linkedin.com/in/carrie-bradley-71183758
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