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All the rivers go down to the
seq, but the sea is not full; to the
place where the rivers go, there
they go again.

Ecclesiastes 1:7



Bce peku TekyT B MOpE, HO Mope
HEe MEepPEenoAHIeTCq; K TOMY MECTY,
OTKYAQ PEKM TEKYT, OHM BO3BPALLLAIOTCH,

4YTOObI ONATb TEYb.
Ekkaecuacr 1:7



Until the middle of the 16th century the Volga flowed through the territory of four
states — the Muscovy, the Nogai Horde, the Kazan and Astrakhan khanates. As a
result of the military campaigns of the Russian troops the winding water artery with a
length of 3,500 kilometers completely became part of the Russian state. Despite this,
for quite a long time in Russian history the Volga remained a border and wild river and
the nation did not perceive it as “its mother".

The writer Aleksey Ivanov rightly noted: “The Volga fully entered Russia only at the
end of the 18th century, when robbery was eradicated, the Cossacks were abolished,
the Kalmyks received statehood, the persecution of Islam ended, the Makariev Fair
gained support from the authorities, Otffoman ambitions switched to the Black Sea
region, and the Volga foreigners became Russified".

Some time passed and the Volga inhabited by Tatars, Maris, Chuvashs, Udmurts,
Bashkirs, Mordovians began to be perceived only as the Great Russian River. The
common place of countless poems and songs dedicated fo Mother Volga turned out
to be a comparison of the river with the Russian soul — the same wide, generous,
majestic. This truism is the starting point. If there is a river that embodies the national
character in the public mind, then perhaps in order to better understand it we should
take a closer look at the river?

With this thought | set off on a journey along the main Russian river. Along the
way | photographed coastal landscapes and strangers | met. However, the longer
the journey lasted, the farther | moved away from home, the more clearly another
common metaphor took shape in my mind — the flow of the river as the flow of life.
Unhurried and at the same time swift, boundless but at the same time having both a
beginning and an end.

The book owes its name to the song “The Volga River Flows” which was popular
on the Soviet stage in the 1960s. Its drawn-out chant soundtrack lay down on the
landscapes floating outside the window at the moments of my trip from here to there.
By the end of the journey | already knew that this song was not about the river.



AO cepeAHbl 16 BEKA BOATa NpoTeKAAd MO TEPPUTOPUM YETBIPEX TOCYAQPCTB —
Mockosckoro uwapctea, Horamckon opaAbl, KA3aHCKOro v ACTPAXAOHCKOroO XAHCTB.
B pe3yAbTATE BOEHHbBIX MOXOAOB PYCCKMX BOMCK M3BMAMCTAS BOAHASN APTEPUA MPOTIKEH-
HOCTbO B 3500 KMAOMETPOB MOAHOCTBIO BOLLAQ B COCTAB POCCHMCKOro rocyAqpcCTsa.
HecmoTps HO 3TO eLLLé AOBOABHO AOATO B PYCCKOMW UCTOPKMKM BOATO OCTABAAQCH peEKOM
MOrPAHUYHOM U AMKOM, U HOLLMA HE BOCMPUHUMAAQ €€ 30 (CBOK MOTHY.

Mucateab Aaekcen VMBAHOB CMPABEAAMBO OTMEYAA: «lToAHOLEHHO B Poccuio
BOAra BOLLIAQ TOABKO B KOHLLE 18 Beka, KOraa ObiA MCKOpeHeH pa3bon, ynpasAHEHO
KA3Q4YE€CTBO, KOAMBIKU MOAYYUAM TOCYAQPCTBEHHOCTb, NPEKPATUAMCH TOHEHUI HO MCACAM
M PACKOA, MOKAPBLEBCKASN FPMAPKA OOPEAQ MOAAEPXKKY BAQCTH, OCMAHCKME AMOBULLUM
MEPEKAIYUAMCH HO YHEPHOMOPCKMM PETUOH, A BOAXCKME MHOPOALLBI PYCUAOULLMPOBAAUCHY.

MPOLWAO eLLLé HEKOTOPOE BpeEMS, U BOAra, HOCEAEHHAS TATAPAMMU, MAPUNLLAMMU,
HYBALLUAMMU, YAMYPTAMM, BALLKMPOAMM, MOPABOM, CTAAC BOCMIPUHMMATLCS HE MHAYE, KAK
Beaunkas pycckas peka. OBLIMM MeCTOM BECYMCAEHHBIX CTUXOB M MECEH, MOCBALLLEHHbIX
MartyLuke BoAre, oKA3aAOCbh CPABHEHME PEKM C PYCCKOM AYLLIOWM — TAKAS XE LLUMPOKAH,
LLeADPQd, BEAMYABAY. ITOT TPIOMU3IM — TOYKA OTCYETA. ECAM CyLLLECTBYET pPeKA, KOTOPAS
B OOLLECTBEHHOM CO3HOHUK OAMLLETBOPIET HOLMOHAABHBIM XAPAKTEP, TO, BO3MOXHO,
4TOObI AyYLLIE €ro MOHATb, CAEAYET BHUMATEABHEE MPUCMOTPETLCH K PEKE?

C 3TOM MBICABIO § OTMPABMACS B MyTELLECTBME BAOAb TAGBHOM PYCCKOWM PEKM.
Mo Nyt dOTOrPAOUPOBAA NMPUBPEXHbIE AQHALLADTHI M MOBCTPEYABLUMXCS HEZHAKOMLLEB.
OAHOKO, Y4eM AOAbLUE AAUAOCH MNYTELLECTBME, YEM AQAbLLUE 4 YAOAIACHS OT AOMAQ,
TEM dCHEE B MOEM CO3HAHWMKU OBPETAAd OYEPTAHMA APYras PACMPOCTPAHEHHAS
MeTachopa — TEYEHME PEKM, KAK TEYEHME >XKM3HW. HecnewHoe m BMECTE C Tem
CTpemmnTeabHoe, BeckpamHee, HO NPU ITOM MMEIDLLLEE U HAYAAO, M KOHEL..

CBOMM HA3BAHMEM KHUIA OBA3CAHA MOMYAdpPHOM B 1960-€ roabl HO COBETCKOM
3CcTpaAe necHe «TedyeT peka Boaran. Ee NpoTaXHbIM PACMEB CAYHATPEKOM AOXMACH
HAO MPOMAbLIBAKOLLME 30 OKHOM MEM3AXM BO BPEMSI MOMUX MEPEEZAOB OTCIOAC TYAQ.

K doMHOAY CTPAHCTBUSA 1 Y>Ke 3HAA, 4TO 3TA NEeCHS He O peke.
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Information about photos

Monument «Motherland is calling» (the authors:
Vuchetich E.V., Nikitin N.V., height 85 m.),
Volgograd

Sisters Kira and Idelia (10 and 4 years old),
Tolyatti, Samara region

P-240 road section, Staraya Besovka,
Ulyanovsk region

Alexander (37 years old), volunteer at the Temple
Transfiguration of the Lord and Praise of the Most Holy
Mother of God, Uglich, Yaroslavl region

Wind farm, Tsagan Aman, Republic of Kalmykia

Spouses Vitaly and Zinaida (63 and 59 years old),
Troitsky Posad, Republic of Mari El

Ayaz (8 years old) and dog Mickey,
Island-town of Sviyazhsk, Republic of Tatarstan

Museum of History and Local Lore «Samarskaya Lukan,
Zhigulevsk, Samara Region

Lena (16 years old), street prize operator
attraction, Embankment of the Volga River, Samara

Interior of the Church of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker, Osinovka, Samara Region

Public transport stop,
Kopylovo peninsula, Samara region

Victor (75 years old), his goats Martha and Belka,
Ermakovo, Samara region

Zakhar (11 years old), Bolgar, Republic of Tatarstan

Monument to Lenin V..,
Vasilsursk, Nizhny Novgorod Region

Artem and Dasha (18 and 15 years old),
Embankment of the Volga River, Kostroma

Monument to fallen compatriots,
Sitskoe, Nizhny Novgorod Region

Street trade, Nizhny Novgorod

Yuri (72 years old), Uglich, Yaroslavl region

Telephone booth, Pokrovskoe,
Mari El Republic

Reproduction of the painting «The Mother of God of

Tenderness toward Evil Heartsy (artist Petrov-Vodkin K.S.

1914-1915) Khvalynsk, Saratov region

Volga, Tsagan Aman, Republic of Kalmykia

Olya (23 years old), student, Astrakhan

View of Kineshma, Ilvanovo region

Spouses Anton and Anna (42 and 39 years old),
their sons Seraphim, Zakhar and Fedor (2 years old,
5 and 13 years old), Kopylovo peninsula, Samara

region

Historical and memorial complex Mamaev Kurgan,
Volgograd

Drying clothes, Togliatti, Samara region

Alexander (55 years old), follower of the teachings of
Porfiry lvanov, Volgograd

The bottom of the Kuibyshev reservoir, opened
as a result of the shallowing of the Volga, in the

background the Zhiguli mountains, Samara region

Personal garage in a garage cooperative, Tolyatti,
Samara region

View of the new buildings from the Molitovsky bridge,
Nizhny Novgorod

Lena (43), city greening service worker, Kazan,
Republic of Tatarstan

Yablonevy Ovrag, Zhigulevsk,
Samara Region

Railway station Zhigulevskoe More, Togliatti,
Samara region

Camp on the banks of the Volga, Samara region

Kitchen interior, Tolyatti, Samara region

Spouses Nursan and Gaynulla (89 and 88 years old),
Tolyatti, Samara region

Typical apartment building, Tolyatti, Samara region

Church of Evangelical Christians «Living Faithy,
Penza

View of the Volga, Russia



Undbopmaums o cootTorpachbuax

MoHYMEHT «POAMHO-MATL 30BETY) (QBTOPSI:
Byyetus E.B., HukutiH H.B., BbicoTa 85 M.),
Boarorpaa

Cectpbl Knupa 1 Maeams (10 aeT 1 4 roaq),
ToabatT, Camapckas OBAACTb

YyacTok astoaoporu P-240, Ctapas becoska,
YAbIHOBCKQSl OOAQCTb

AAEKCAHAP (37 AET), BOAOHTEP NpK Xpame
MNpeobpaxeHus focnoaHs 1 MNoxsaasl MpecssTom
Boropoauupl, Yramd, ApocAaBckas oOAACTb

Betponapk, LlaraH AMaH, Pecrny®amnka Kaambikus

Cynpyru Butaami u 3uHamaa (63 roaa v 59 Aert),
Tpouukui Mocaa, Pecny®anka Mapui A

As3 (8 AeT) n cobayka MUKKK,
OcTtpoB-rpaa Ceusxxck, Pecnybamka TaTapcTaH

McTopuko-kKpaeBeadeckui mysen «Camapckas Aykan,
Xuryaesck, Camapckas oB6AACTb

AeHa (16 AeT), onepaTop YAUYHOrO NPU3OBOrO
ATTPAKUMOHA, HabepexHas pekn Boarn, Camapa

MHTEepbep Lepkaun CBATUTEAS HMKOAQS HyAOTBOPLLO,
OcuHoska, Camapckas 0B6AaCTb

OCTAHOBKA OBLLLECTBEHHOIO TPAHCMOPTA,
noAyocTpoBs KomnbiAoso, Camapckas 0BAACTb

Buktop (75 AeT) C kozamm Mapdoon u beakon,
Epmakoso, Camapckas 0BAACTb

3axap (11 AeT), bBoarap, Pecnybamka TatapcTaH

NMamatHrk AeHuHy B.A.,
Bacuabcypck, Huxeropoackas ob6AaCTb

Aptem n Aawa (18 n 15 aeT),
HabepexHas pekn Boarn, Koctpoma

MAMSITHUK NOTMOLLIMAA 3EMAIKAM,
Cuukoe, Huxkeropoackas o6AACTb

YAM4YHOS TOProBAS, HuxxHMM Hosropoa,

tOpui (72 roaa), Yramd, dpocAaaBckas 0BACCTb

TeaedpoHHas Byaka, MOKPOBCKOE,
Pecny6aAnka Mapui DA

PenpoayKums KOPTUHbI (boromarepb Y MUAEHWE
3ABIX CEPAEL) (XYAOXHMK MeTpoB-BoakumH K.C.
1914-1915) XBaabiHCcK, CapaTtoBckas 0bAaCTb
Boara, LlaraH AmaH, Pecny6amka KaambIkms
OAs (23 roaq), CTyYAEHTKA, ACTPOXAHb

Bua Ha KuHelumy, MBaHoOBCKAs OBAAQCTb
Cynpyrnt AHTOH 1 AHHG (42 roaa 1 39 AeT),

Mx CbiHOBbs Cepadorm, 3axap 1 Peaop (2 roaa,
51 13 aAeT), noAyocTtpos Konbinoso, CamapcKas

0BAQCTb

MCTOPUKO-MEMOPUAABbHBIM KOMMAEKC «{MaMaEB
KypraHy, Boarorpaa

CyLuka 6enbs, ToabdTTi, Camapckas oBAACTb

AAEKCAHAP (55 AET), MOCAEAOBATEAb YHEHUS
MNopdoumpua MsaHoBa, Boarorpaa

AHO KyHMObILLEBCKOrO BOAOXPAHMAMLLLD,
OTKPbIBLLEECS B PE3YALTATE OOMEAEHUS BOATH,
HA 30AHEM NAGHE Xuryaesckume ropbl, CaOMapcKas

0BAQCTb

MepPCOHAABHBIM FTAPX B TAPAXKHOM KOOMEPATUBE,
ToAbatTi, Camapckas oBAACTb

BuA HO HOBOCTPOWMKM C MOAMTOBCKOrO MOCTQ,
HuxHmm Hosropoa

AeHa (43 road), PABOTHULLO CAY>KObl FOPO3EAEHEHMUS,
KasaHb, Pecnybamka TatapcTaH

A6AoHeBbIM Ospar, Xuryaesck,
Camapckas 0bAaCTb

KeAe3HOAOPOXHAS CTAHLLMA Xuryaesckoe Mope,
ToabatTi, Camapckas 0BAACTb

CrosHka Ha B6epery Boarn, Camapckas o6AacCTb

MHTEpbep KyxHW, TOAbSTTM, Camapckas 0BAaCTb

Cynpyru HypcaHa m FamHyaaa (89 1 88 aerT),
ToAbatTi, Camapckas 0BAACTb

THUNOBOM MHOTOKBAPTUPHbIM XXMAOM AOM,
ToAbatTi, Camapckas 0BAACTb

LlepKoBb €BAHIEABCKMX XPUCTHAH KmBas Bepan,
MeHsa

Bua Ha Boary, Poccus






3TA KHUIA — PE3YALTAT COTPYAHMYECTBA MHOTMX 30MEYATEABHbBIX AOAEMN
Bcem mm mos MCKPEHHAA MPU3HATEABHOCTb 34 TMOMOLLDb U TOAAEPXKKY
O1aeAbHOS BAAroaAQpHOCTb Mapro OBYAPEHKO 3A TO, H4TO KAK U oBeLllaAd

B HO3BAHMM CBOETO KYPCA, MPOBEAQ MO MY T «OT GOOTOTPATOUM K GOOTOKHUIEN.












P.S.

MepBbit KOAD, CHATbIM AAS DTOM KHUIMM, AQTUPOBAH aBryctom 2020 roaa. OCHOBHOM
MACCKB POTOTPAUN CAEAQH CAEAYIOLLIMM AETOM BO BPEMS MyTELLECTBMI BAOAb BOAMM.
3umon 2022 road B mpoLecce padoTbl HOA MAKETOM KHUMU CTAAO ACHO, HTO AAS 30BEPLUEHMS
MOBECTBOBAHMA HE XBATAET €LLLE OAHOM GOOTOrPAdOUM. BCKOpPE MHE YAOAOCH €€ CHATL. Hepes
ABA AHS nocae atoro peryaspHas poccuickas apmus | Ho Tepprtopuio YKPAMHBI
m Ho4aAO . To. HOA YeM L TPYAMACS HO MPOTIKEHMM MOAYTOPA AET, B OAMH MOMEHT CTAAO
HUHYTOXKHBIM, HEBOXKHBIM, O TAQBHOE, HEMPABAOMOAOOHBIM. CTPAHA, KOTOPYIO 4 dooTorpadom-
POBAA MEPECTAAA CYLLLECTBOBATh. HET, OHO HMKYAQ HE MCHE3AQ, HO AAS BCEX LIMBUAM3OBAHHbIX
AMOAEM OBEPHYAQCH HYAOBULLIEM.

MPOAOAXATE AEAQTb KHUIY O PocCum 6€3 y4eTa NpOoM3OLLEALLMX MO €€ BUHE COBbLITHM
CTAAO Obl C MOEN CTOPOHbI AMUEemMepUem. MOPAABHOM BO3MOXHOCTM MEPENPUAYMATD,
nepecHs T, Nepecobpats OTOrPAdMM 30HOBO, MOACTPAMBASCH MOA HOBYIO PEAAbHOCTD,
9 AN Ce0s He HaLeA. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 8 MOCHUTAA AOMYCTMMBIM, STO HAMMCATb MOCAECAOBKE,
OCTOBMB CAMY KHUTY B TOM BMAE, B KOKOM OHQ 3ACTbIAG 24 doeBpaag 2022 roaq.

Poccus passazara BeccmbicAeHHyo I Hvkokimim cAoBamim 1 dooTorpadomsmm 3Toro
HE MCNPABUTL. HUYETO KPOME YXKACA, CThIAC U OMEP3EHMA OT CAYHMBLLIETOCH 9 HE UCMbITLIBALOD.
MyCTb 3TQ KHUFA OCTAHETCS BOCMTOMMHAHMEM O MOEM CTPAHE MEPEA TEM, KOK OHA LLATHYAQ
B MPOMNACTb...

*BaacTu PP cyntaioT, 4T0 CAOBA MOTYT AUCKPEAUTMPOBATL BoopyxxeHHbie Chabl PP cuabHee, Yem nx COOCTBEHHbIE ACUCTBUA.
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