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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 17 & 18
Indian scientist Kuljeet Kaur Marhas became the first Indian woman to be elected Fellow of The
Meteoritical Society for 2026 in the field of meteoritics and planetary science.
@\ B\ W 6 (eh6h ITevi] (FH6LE3S &6y T LT ITerV, 6196508 M & 6T LOMMILD FH TS
el w6 Siemmuilev 2026 LD 31,600TIQMEMTET & QL CL ML 198560
QFTeN&FLILGUI 6T QUG MU CEHTHASH H&LILILL (L& @\HH WLl
@ L1600T LO6U0T | 4, 60TITI).

Kuljeet Kaur Marhas makes
history as the first Indian
woman elected Fellow of The
Meteoritical Society, marking a
significant recognition in
planetary science.

The foundation stone for the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) programme facility was
laid at Puttaparthi in Andhra Pradesh.

The facility, developed by the Aeronautical Development Agency under the DRDO, will support the
development and flight testing of India’s indigenous fifth-generation stealth fighter aircraft.

Sl aumesTeru(@® LSLGWILD STDUML TR TS LIL (gJeTlD T 6f) B L 6usF S &8 meor
3198586V QL HH T LOMBleVD L LTSS ullev HmL LU L Sl
199719626 60T BLD FCIMTIHITL.19.858 6V QL 6U6VLIQLO60TL. 66 E260T & WIT6L
2_(heuMESLILLL @\hs eusFS), @\ hHH wmellerT 2 6THTL(H BHSTLD

5606V (P M B (HL(h &S 60T Teor GLITIT 69110 T6oT I &5 61 60T 6U6TFE S oM mILD
lomeoT C&F TS eMEUTS (S 2-56LD.
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Rajnath Singh and N. Chandrababu Naidu laid
the foundation for the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft project in Puttaparthion
May 15.

The centre will support aircraft integration and
flight testing, and is being developed by DRDO
and Aeronautical Development Agency.

Rajasthan inaugurated its first Semiconductor Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging
(ATMP)/Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT) facility at Bhiwadi, Alwar district,
Rajasthan.

Rajasthan introduced its Semiconductor Policy in March 2026 to promote chip manufacturing and
the electronics industries.

TITRQ VS ITET &60TS (NSH6VL QFLAISHTL &L T Q1 &FLier, QLevLg b,
LITSSHE LMHoID CUECHZI M (JLq.6TDLI)/ 6L CFTTerv Q&L &600T L& L]
I F e LM MID QLEVL (66TerVeErLY.) 6UF B 6m W ITITE 61N & IT6vr 60T
SLELVEUITT LOMEUL L& H 6L 2 6iTerm Lleumiquiley sieus S w sl

FI 2. MUSS) LDMHMILD 6T6LES LT T60l 186/ Q& ITLS 6L & 60 6T 268 (561 &5 5
TITRQ VS TET &60TS Q&IOS 60T &L T Q& TeTen & 60 LOMTTEF 2026 &) 6V

RAJASTHAN GETS ITS
FIRST SEMICONDUCTOR

& PLANT

Q salarpur, Khushkhera Bhiwadi, Rajasthan
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India’s first hydrogen-powered shuttle bus service started in the Central Vista area of New Delhi.
Hydrogen fuel cell buses produce electricity using hydrogen and oxygen, and emit only water
vapour as tailpipe emissions.

@ H B wmelleir (nF6L emamL 7R 6vfleéL @) WkIGLD aq L1960 CLI(HH S CFemeu
&5 6vedluileT QF 6T 6L eSl6ruL T LGS udleL QS TLBISH W SI.

60 L7260 6T 1 QLIMTIH6IT Q1 &F 6L GLI(HIH 518 6T 6M UL [FE60T Lo M MILD

L& Renerll LWeTUBH S S WeTFTIHmS 2 MLIGSH Q&S eTmer,
G Hrmellemw LLHCW QLulevemuill 2 18Lh6&H6TTE
Qeuerfludl () &) 6ot 6O

o

DELHI UPDTAE

DELHI GETS ITS FIRST
HYDROGEN-POWERED SHUTTLE

BUSES AS DMRC LAUNCHES CENTRAL
VISTA SERVICE

CIv 1S ! .."-r QTE IF'A"_L
Pune, Maharashtra, will establish India’s first Low Emission Zone (LEZ) to reduce vehicular pollution
and improve air quality.
L|GeoT, D& T MTOYLYTIT, 6UITS 60T LOMSH LML 60L& (&6MM & & 6L & ITmn)eor
&5 CLLLBSSe D @HE WTeller g6 Gammbs 2-18lhey
LOGUOTL 6V S 60 (LEZ) Bl MI6LD.

Breathing Easy: Pune's Plan for a Low Emission Zone (LEZ)
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Tamil Nadu Cabinet Portfolios 2026

< The new Cabinet portfolio allocation of Tamil Nadu was announced on 16 May 2026.

+ C. Joseph Vijay will handle the Home, Police, Municipal Administration, Women Welfare, and
Youth Welfare departments.

« K. A. Sengottaiyan was given the Finance portfolio, while N. Anand will manage Rural
Development and Water Resources.

< Aadhav Arjuna will oversee the Public Works Department (PWD), Highways, Minor Ports, and
Sports Development.

% S. Keerthana was appointed as Industries Minister, and K. G. Arunraj will handle Health and
Family Welfare.

SUODBTH MDFEFTM6U @) 6VITSHITE & 6IT 2026

% SO &5 B 6T LW 3|60 FFTen6U B VTSHIT 68515 [H 16 GLO 2026 3|60TMI
e &a LU L gl

¢ &). CxMFL aNlgUl, 2_6TgIemMm, SHTeUsLgIenm, HHTTL & BlFeumsLd, ngerfly
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Cumuryemeuul(@eury.
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Chola-era Anaimangalam Plates

% The Chola-era Anaimangalam copper plates were returned to India by Leiden University in the
Netherlands.

< The 21 copper plates belong to the Chola period and contain inscriptions in Sanskrit and Tamil.
< The plates carry the royal seal of Rajendra Chola | and provide details about the Chola and
Srivijaya empires.
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< The inscriptions mention the donation of 26 villages for a Buddhist vihara at Nagapattinam.

% The plates had been kept at Leiden University in the Netherlands since 1862 and will now be
handed over to the Archaeological Survey of India for preservation and display

CEFMLPIT HIT6L I, 6MEUTLOMIG VLD &85 (H & 6T

% GEFMLPT SHITEL SLEMEUTIOMHIGEVID QFLILGS &8 H & 6T QIHST6VTH S 6L 2 66T
E0I6VL6IT LIGLSHEMEVESH LN &S STV @\ IH T W MTeY&H &GS B (HLILINE
QEMO&SLLILLSI.

%21 QFLIYS 5B 6T CFMPT SHMeVHenEHE CFIHHeme6 LM MILD

FLNR (BB LHMILD FLOLH6L &6LE UL (H & 60 6TE 6 & Teuor(h 6ITEIT6T.

* &M1& 6TleL (NFH6euTD TTCRHH T CF M6 6r Y TF (NS T emy LnMHMILD
CampF LMHMIL Wiellgw CUITEH&6T LMW eleu kg 6T 2_6Termeur.

% HLEUL (D &H6ET HTSHLILILLY60TS B 6L (IH QLTSS 65 &HTen & TS 26

G\ [ IT LD M1 8 60 61T [H 60T G & M6 L WIS 85 (& M) L1 L9 () €3\ 60T ) 60T

1862 3110 31,600T(H) (NS 6L QIHSHITEVITIHEH 6L 2_6IT6IT 6016V L 60T

L& MeVE NG S TV B\HS &L (h &6iT emeu s & LILIL(HeiTermeot, @ LICLIMSI
Slemeu LIMSISTHSLILLMR STLALIUBSSIusMETES @) HH W G5 mevedl Ll ev
SlenmUilL LD @LULIML&&LILIGILD.

NETHERLANDS RETURNS 300-YEAR-
OLD CHOLA COPPER PLATES

2@ HINDU |

Wind Energy Generation in Tamil Nadu 2026

< Wind energy generation in Tamil Nadu is expected to be lower in 2026 compared to last year.
< Tamil Nadu is one of the largest wind energy producing states in India with nearly 10,000
megawatts (MW) installed capacity.

< The peak wind season in the State usually begins in May every year.

< Experts said wind power generation in 2026 may be at least 5% lower than the State’s peak
generation capacity.

<+ Factors such as weather conditions and the impact of El Nifio may affect wind energy generation
this year.

SOLDBHITLLG60 STMHMITEM6V 4MHM6L 2 MLIS S 2026

% &LHS 600Te0L ¥l 20266V HLALP &S T 6L &HTHMTEM 6L LA 60T 2.M LIS H)
GMMEUTS @) (H&GLD 6TeuT THTUMTHSILGS M SI.
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* SUOIPKBHTH GLLSSLL 10,000 QLOS&TEUTL (MW) Bl mieuLILL L §\mesr

@& mevorL @) B wmeller W& LUK lW STMHmTensv Sy,MHMmeL 2 MHLSH)

Q&F LD LOMHleunkIg erfl6L 62 60TM MG LD.

% LMHIVSH 6L QLIMTSIEUTS 66UGaUT(H 3L,600T(HLD GO LM SHH 6L &HTMH M
i 1D &TeVLD Q& ITL MG LD.

2026 Q41D 31,600TLY.6V SHITHMITeM6L LWl 60T 2_MHLISH WIMers LoMhlevs F)eir 2 &
2 MUSHS B Memeors: &ITL LY VLD H6MMIHS S 5% (6N M6UITSH @) (58 8 6VITLD
6T60T I [B]L|600T 785 6T QB 11681 & S 6uriy.

% 6UITevll6mev LOM MILD 6T6L B1G 6T 60T HMTE & LD CLIMEITM &ITT600T & 6T @)\ H S
94,6007 (h) & MHMITEM6V B4, MHM6L amEuNgaemu.lu LTS &&6VITLD.

Tamil Nadu Leads the Way!
State-wise Wind Power Generation (2024-25)
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Committee on Empowerment of Women

% The Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women was reconstituted for 2026—27 by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.

«» Daggubati Purandeswari was appointed as the Chairperson of the committee.

< The committee was first constituted on 29 April 1997 during the 11th Lok Sabha.

«» Itis a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) with 18 members from the Lok Sabha and 10 members
from the Rajya Sabha.

< The committee reviews women's welfare policies, gender equality measures, and reports of the
National Commission for Women (NCW).

QLIEUOTSE 6T B & MTL06 556V (&L

% 2026-27 41D 4,600TL9. M & TEOT GILIGOOTS: @55 3| P& TyLnerflg g e6v

Q& ITLIFLITE0T HITLITEBHLO6TM S (&(LD L& SH6Tem6U FLIMBITWSEIT L0

LN Feumeurmev LeooT(H LD S|MNESHLILIL L SI.

% L&BGUS L4rhCsHeveurf] & elleT eneveuyms BlWLS&H& LILILLITH.

29 gFLIIT6V 1997 )6V 116U Gl L0 & & 6memeu Wl 6T CLIMTSI (B (D& 696
S|MNGSLILILL SI.

% @& CevmaFLmelleL @\ (Hh S 18 2. MILILN 6T & emeTW LD, FTRW&FLmellév

@ HHSI 10 2 MILILN6OTITS 606 LD Q& TEUOTL. 62 (H ol (h) HITLITEHLO6TM & (& (LD
(CxUIE)) 91GLWD.
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% QILIETOTS: 61T [H6VE Q& TEITe0 & & 6IT, LIMeSl 60T &0 & 516U I L6L LY. 8 60 5 & 61T
LMHMIL C&HF W L& 6T 3,60 600TW S B 60T (NCW) {091 & 6008 & 6em6lT @\ [H&H 8 (& (LD
LS LU QFWR M.

£ _Empowerment of Women Committee
(2026-27)

Chairperson — Dr. D. Purandeswari
Members (Lok Sabha)

1, Dr, D, Purandeswari 10. Smt, Jyotsna Charandas Mahant
2. Smt Lovely Anand 1. Smt. Hema Malini
3. Smt D.K Aruna 12. Smt. Mohima Kumarl Mewar
4. Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal 13. smt. Delkor Kalaben Mohanbhal
5. smt. shobhanaben Mahendrasinh 14. Km, Sudha R,
Baralya 15. Smt. Sotabdi Roy
6. Ms. igra Choudhary 16. Smt. Himadri Singh
7. Smt Kriti Devi Debbarman 17. Dr. Rani Srikumar

8. Kkm. Priyanka Satich Jarkiholi 18. Smt. Smita Uday Wagh
9. Dr. Kodiyom Kovya

Members (Rajya Sabha)
1. Smt Sagoerika Ghose 8. Smt. Rojathi
2. S Jebi Mather Hisham 7. Smt. Rekha Sharma
3. Ms. Swotl Maliwel 8. Smt.P. 1. Usha
4. Smt Sudha Murty 9. Smt. Laxmi Verma
5. Dr. Kavita Patidar 10. Smt. Sangeeta Yadav

Offshore Hydrocarbon Exploration Drive
% The Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH) launched one of India’s largest offshore
hydrocarbon exploration programmes.
«» The project aims to map over 161,000 kilometres of lines in the Bay of Bengal and nearby basins
over two years.
< The survey will cover offshore basins such as Krishna-Godavari, Mahanadi, Cauvery, Saurashtra,
Bengal Offshore, and Andaman Basin.
«» The exploration uses 2D and 3D seismic surveys and stratigraphic drilling to identify oil and
natural gas reserves.
< The initiative supports India’s domestic oil and gas production and energy security goals.
A,&LICAQITT 6L G TSI L6 46 @)W & &HELD
¢ ML GIIT&ITILI6T @) W& G HTsLID (DGH) @) h S wmelleor W& LG Lflw
&L6V LG ma T LI 3465 &L L MG 6L eiTenmsd Q& TLBIG W SI.
% @\ yevoT(H ,600T(H & 6rfleL eumig mer elifl(G LT LM MILD 3| (H S evleiTerT
L[ 608 86116V 2_6IT6IT 161,000 B CGVITIAL. L (1H &S LD 3| B & 10Teor G5 IT([H & 66T
UEMTLILLOMS (G 6UenS @\HS T LD CIHMTEHELOMTSH S @ & TeoorT(H6ITeTSl.
% BBagevrT-Camgmeurf], L&ETHS), Hmellfl, AFeTITaq L TIT, 6UMKI& TS
&L6V oM MILD 9HGLOMeT CLIGF 60T CLIMETM &L CLMTLI LI(H) 60 & &M 6T @)\H S
316 2_6TeTL& (SLD.
% 9yUliey 2D LDMMILD 3D Bl6L BT U6 6T LM MILD 6T600T G 60T LOM MILD
@WMmen&s erifleumy @) (HLIL|86M6IT 3|60 WITEITLD &IT600T UL TFTIQ & T T L8
SlememuilL 6L o1& WeumenmLI LIWeTURSSIH M SI.

¢ @QHS (WWHF @)\hS W melletr 2 6THITL(H 6T6voT @ 6voT I oM MILD eTfleumuy

2 MUSH LDMHMILD SLMHMEL LUMTHISTLL] @6V &S m6T 3.5 1&EH M.
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India has launched one of 1ts largest offshore hydrocarbon
exploration programmes, covering over 161,000 line kilometres

across the Bay of Bengal and nearby basins.

Supreme Court on Maternity Leave for Adoptive Mothers

% The Supreme Court of India expanded maternity leave benefits for adoptive mothers in the case
Hamsaanandini Nanduri vs Union of India.

< The Court struck down Section 60(4) of the Code on Social Security, 2020, which allowed
maternity leave only if the adopted child was below three months of age.

«» Adoptive mothers are now entitled to 12 weeks of maternity leave irrespective of the child’s age
at the time of adoption.

+« The judgment stated that the restriction violated Article 14 (Right to Equality) and Article 21
(Right to Life and Dignity) of the Constitution.

«» The Code on Social Security, 2020, is one of the four labour codes that combine laws related to
social security, maternity benefits, provident fund, and gratuity.

55050\&SULLL STWINMTSEHSE sUCLM afl(GLUY &M &S 2 55
&0 60T LD

% @D &FTHH S 6ol HHHTH vs W60l 60T 31,11 @) H S WIT 6uLp & FH 6L
euUeTILILS &TUISEH&ETET L0&LICL M 69 HILIL LI LIV6TSHemeT @\HH W o5&
Bh&wermd el fleyu® S S w S

% 55050\ SHHLLLL GLPHMS CLN6EITMI LOITS MG @65 & (GLD (&6 M6 TS

@ BHSmeL LLBHGCL W&LICL M e(H LML VI & GLD FensLl
LIM&ISITLIL], 2020 &FLL. &8 60t LI 1fl6ey 60(4) 2 BH06eTMID 758 QFISSI.

+ 5505H&G STWINMTTEET 5560850 &G0 CHITS S &Lorhens udleor
UWensL QUTBLUBSSITION 12 UMy LDSLUCLM S(HLILGS @LUECUTs
2_iflemin 2_6voT(H).

¢ @B SLHOUUTEH TR wevenoLiNesr LNifley 14 (FLO G Si16us F) M & Teor
2_flemwn) LmHoid Lfley 21 (2-ulF LM MILD & evorevotlw & H M & meor 2 flemin)
LB Weumenm LS MIUSTH SITLIL] FamS.

% FeNS&L LUMSISTULS&STT &GMIui®), 2020, FeN&L LIMSISTUL, L0&LICLIM
F 816018 5561T, 61 (HMBIS TV emeULIL] IBIS) oM MILD & (H 6N 600TS O\ & IT60 &

QS TLILITEOT &L L.51860) 61T () 60)600T8: (SLD [HT60TE& O\ &MLV ITETIT

&Muih serflev eTHMESLD.
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“Family is built on love and
responsibility, not biology.”
Adoptive Mothers Entitled To
Maternity Leave Regardiess Of
Child's Age: SC

Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome

< An international panel has renamed Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) as Polyendocrine
Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome (PMOS) to better reflect its biological complexity.

«» The earlier term PCOS was considered misleading, as many patients do not have actual ovarian
cysts, which are actually immature follicles.

« The new term PMOS highlights multiple hormone systems, including insulin, androgen, luteinisin
hormone (LH), and follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH).

< It also places metabolic dysfunction at the centre, linking the condition with insulin resistance,
diabetes, obesity, fatty liver disease, and cardiovascular risks.

+ Studies indicate that insulin resistance is present in nearly 70-80% of affected women, including
those with normal body weight (“lean PMOS”).

LITeS) 6T6ooT GL TSR 6m 60T 6u 6T Flem S LOMMHM & (HLIem LI ChITUI&ES M)

% (b FFUCHF G LMeSF 6.8 eeaulfl FlevorL_Grmid (LNFepeTerv) 5 60T
2_wlflwel A& Hemev A LILITS KNTHLIEYES LImMed G w evor GL TG 60 [T 60T
QLLLLMe0& 6 Geurflw et &evor Gy mLd (L9 eTLDgp6T6MV) 6T6uT
LoIQUWIIL B eTerns.

% LNSFepeTerv eT6dTM (LPIHEMS W Q&FTEL HeUMITEUTSHTH S &(HSLILILL S,

Q@ 6uT60r 16V LI6L GIBITWTerfl & (615 & (8 2_600T60)LO WIIT6OT &([HLIenL 5788 L.19.856iT
@ 6Lemev, I 6emeu 2_6v0Tem LD USI6L (LD TEF T LI 60 LTS5 15l 600T600T60) ) & 61T TS5 LD.
LS W Q&FmT6L PMOS @) 60T8+69) 60T, 21,6007 L G T ITE 60T, 8VI19.60 60T &) MGl @) IT 1T GLO 60T
(LH) Lo MILD 151 650T600T6M) M- ST6v0T (h) & 6L QU ITIF GLO T6dT (FSH) 2_6iTerflLL LI6u
amTICLOMET S eMDLIL|&H M6 6T(HSHSISHSHTLHIB M.

% @& UMTF e LDMMM QFWILPLIEmL 6MLOW S F6L emeuds R M I,

@\ eora69 60t eTHTLIL, BN 6], 2_L6L LI(HLO6T, Q&M LIL] 860656V GBIl
LM MID @) (HSW S|LIITWIMBIGEHL60T @) HS Hlemeven LU @) 6t 600Ts: H M Sl
FMSTIEuor 2.6V 6T60L. ("6560T PMOS") 2 L LIL. LIMTSH &S LILIL L G\ LI6cvor8:6rlev
FBLLSSL L 70-80% @) 60Ta+60160T 6T HTLIL] @) (HLILISTSH )16 6iT
&ML (H 6\ 60T M 60T.
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PCOS = PMOS

Polycystic Ovary Syndrome Polyendocrine Metabolic
Ovarian Syndrome

‘lw’ —
i / POLYENDOCRINE METABOLIC [ ovamiaN | SYNDROME

dr It affects muttiple Refers to issues linked Highlights its impact Refers to a group of
! hormones in the body. 1o weight, insulin, blood on ovulation and symptoms occurring
\ sugar, and heart health. reproductive health. together.

0 PMOS reflects a whole-body condition that goes beyond the ovaries. ‘7 "‘,‘
A J

% India’s first satellite-tagged Ganges Soft-shell Turtle was released in Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve on Endangered Species Day 2026.

« The project aims to study the turtle’s seasonal movement, breeding habitats, and home range in
the Brahmaputra River basin.

«» The project was carried out by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) with support from the Assam
Forest Department and the National Geographic Society.

% The Ganges Soft-shell Turtle is protected under Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA),
1972.

% The species is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red List and included in Appendix | of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

@B Wmelletr (N&6V QFWMenN&HECEHTT GMIUNLLILILL 31,6010

% @\HS WImedl 6T (N&H6L QAFWMeNSHECSHT6T GMIUN L LILIL L SkEiIeng

QLD GOTEMLO LI TEOT Q1619.6V QLMD STFTHIST CHF W LL,MIST LoMMILD L|6S) &6iT
STLLSGS S 6L 2026 3|0 H S 6u(HLD 2 udlifl 6o kIS 6T B 6oTs H) 6L
QeueflWL UL LS.

S YyLLYSSTT HH L LG em&ull6L 3,600 86r 60T LI[HeUSTeL @ U& L0,

@ TLQ LB &S 6umLpedlLmigGeT Lnmmib eF(h euFlbL o1& weumenmLl

U LILens @\hSS T L LD CIHMTEHEL0TEE G & MeuoT(H6TemS.

% J6IVENVITLD QU6DTS SlemMm LoMMILD CHEFIW Lefludlwiev &bigs g S 6T
4,5 T L 60T @\ B W 6uetTelll IS Bl MIeU6TLD (WI) @6SS S L Lo
QEWeLL(HSSLILILL SI.

% SHMHEI6MS GILD6ITEMLOWIT6OT 62 (B 4,600 6U60TeNl 6LMEIE LIMSISTLIL] FLL LD
(WPA), 1972 @) 60T QL L6U60600T | @) 60T BLD LITSISTHSLILGSMmS.

% @)60TMIG 6T IUCN FleuLlL] UL 19w 686V 9blujld UMW s FHev

L gwedL L @ eTengl M mib WK eu@sd 2 ulliflermkisenflel FFeuCsH e
UJSHS5LD (CITES) 2_L60TLILG&H 605 | @) 6L CEFIHSLILIL (H6TETSI.
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India’s First Satellite-Tagged
Ganges Softshell Turtle Released
at Kaziranga National Park

Henley Passport Index 2026

«» Henley & Partners Passport Index 2026 ranked India’s passport at 78th position globally.

< The ranking is based on visa-free or visa-on-arrival access to 199 global destinations using
International Air Transport Association (IATA) data.

«» India’s passport provides access to 56 destinations either visa-free, visa-onarrival, or through e-
visa facilities.

% India’s ranking fell from 75th (earlier 2026 update) to 78th in 2026, though it has improved
compared to 85th (2025) and 90th (2021).

« The top-ranked passports in 2026 are Singapore (1st), Japan (2nd), and South Korea (3rd).
QameiTedl LIMeuGUITITL @) 60TG\L 861V 2026

% Qam6iTed & LIMTL 6T LIMeruGLTTL. B)60TG\L& 6V 2026, &) IHSH Wi med) 6ot
LmeruCUMTL6mL 2 6u&6emadleL 786u g B\L&B 6L rauflenFLiLI(H & S W 6Termsl.
% FeuCSH & aflomerTL) CLITE (56UTS S &hig S 60T (IATA) &Tem 6Ll
LweTU® S S 199 2_cusenmellll @) LGS EH &G 69 & T @) 6V6VITSH I|6V6VSI

6 & IT-21,60T- | 6D [T EU 6D |G 6M6V L9 LILIGMLWLITSH & G & T60oTL S
srauflens.

% @B Wmelledr LIMTEVCLIMITL 56 @)L IS @58 @E Fm-@6eveusFLd, e m-Lm &
L gl @)-N&FIT UF B ST CLOVLD 3|8 606V 6ULDMEIGH M Sl

% @B Wmelleir Hyeurflend 756u 8 ((PHEM S W 2026 L SILILINLIL]) @69 [BH S
2026 @6V 786u g QLGB MG s S, @ (HLLINILD @) S 856ugl (2025) LOMHMILD
906u &l (2021) S, WeuM MIL 6T LILNHemasuilev CoLIL (H6TeTS.

% 2026 YLD L,600TLY.60 FIMBIGSLILLIT (16U S1), QLILITEOT (26U 81), LM MILD Q1 & 60T
QaTFlWm (36ugl) LUmeruCUMTT LB &6IT (NG 69L& T 6L 2_6iTermeur.
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Henley Passport Index 2026

India: 80™ Rank Singapore
80 Rank 15% Rank

Sikkim Statehood Day 2026 - May 16

+ Sikkim celebrated its 51st Statehood Day recently.

% Sikkim became the 22nd state of India after the 36th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1975.

< Before joining India, Sikkim was ruled by the Chogyal monarchy under the Namgyal dynasty.
< A public referendum held in 1975 supported the merger of Sikkim with India and ended the

monarchy system.
« Sikkim is known for its rich culture, Buddhist monasteries, and as India’s first fully organic state

F &G LD LoMHlev Heorid 2026 - Gl 16

% F1& G LD | F60T 516U LOMHl6L FeTHe0 S FLOLIS T 6L G & TEUoTLITL.W Sl
% FGFH LD 366U G STFWevenDLILS T (HHSHEF FLLID, 19755 LI LIM&S
@\ H S wmedledr 226u5I LOMBleVLOMS LMW SI.

% @\IHS) W6 L60T @) 60)600T6U S M(S (LP 60T, TF1 &G ID HITID STV 6ULD&FS ) 60T SLp
CHFMSHWITEL (LG WML S WML y6emUILILL Sl

% 1975 @ 6L BLSSLILILL QUTS euMsQ&BHILIL F &S 1D @) hS) Wime L eor
@ emetTESLILIG UMS 24,5155 5 LM MILD (DL WTL S (0 emmemnwl
VL9645 S Q& TeoT(h UHS S

% T8 D 9|5 60T 6UEITLOITEIT HEVITEFTITLD, L|&S LOL TV MBI 6T Lo M MILD
@\ B W medl 60T (LN 6L (LN (LD EMLOWITET @) WM 6MSs LOTIH6VLD TS
APWLILG S DG
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Foundation
Day

Warm wishes to the people
- of Sikkim- a paradise nestled

. inthe Himalayas,

& B e statahood tiay.

T B e S Y

Mental Health Awareness Week 2026 is observed from 11 May to 17 May every year to spread
awareness about mental wellbeing and emotional health.

The theme for 2026 is “Action”.

LOGUTIH6VLD LOMMILD 2_ 60T & 2, Crma & wid Lmnlw 6918 LIL| 60T [Femeu
UL eUsS MBS 66URQ6UIT(H 31,600T(HILD GLO 11 (LNSH6V GLD 17 6U6MIT LO6DTH6V
SILIL]6v0TT6Y QUITITLD 2026 SUFFH&HLILO B M SI.

2026 Q41D 1,600TLY. MG TEOT HLD "G &FUI6L".

weard  ACTION
AWARENESS  FroRr YOURSELF

roonoanon  WEEK FOR SOMEONE ELSE
11-17 MAY 2026 FOR ALL OF US.

JANANI Platform

+ The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the JANANI (Journey of Antenatal, Natal and
Neonatal Integrated Care) digital platform during the National Summit on Best Practices.

< JANANI is an upgraded version of the Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) portal used to track
maternal and child healthcare services across India.

< The platform creates digital health records for women and children, covering antenatal care,
childbirth, neonatal care, and family planning services.

< It provides QR-enabled Mother and Child Health (MCH) cards, automated highrisk pregnancy
alerts, and citizen reminders for check-ups and immunisation.

< JANANI integrates with platforms like U-WIN and POSHAN for better healthcare monitoring and
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aims to reduce maternal and child mortality rates.

e 6oT60T1 GLOGDIL

$ &HSHETSTTLD LMD GH DU [H6V eNDFFELD, F1MHS [H 60 L (D60 M & 6iT
M55 CHF W 2 5F L0MBITLLY60T LTSI, 2evTenl] (LNMUILGE (WNIHemS W,
Souy wohoib NmbE GSLobHens s erfler 6 @ Slenetorhg LT Ry
LIWeuorLd) 9.3 L6V H6msend M & LILM S S W Sl

% 260T6v] ETEOTLI S @) H S WIT (NDEUSILD SITW LOMHMILD GSLPHNS &F&HTHTT
C&F 601615601 61TE; & 60015 T60T1 &8 L1 LIW 6T SSLILI(HLD @) 60T LIQLI(HE &
LLHOID GSLHEMS &FHMTHTT (RCH) CLUMTTLL6S6T CLUBSSLILIL L

UG LILMGLD.

+ NrFausHnH©e whemsw Lrmuiluy, Ny, Nnhs GLHens
ugmoflluy wHmib GHLUS SLGLUTGH C&F6em6usemer 2 6TeTL & W
QLI6DOTS 6T LOM MILD (S 1H 60 &8 (615 & & IT6uT 1L L 6L Qameus
QUSG&ETTH&M6T @\ HS &EITLD 2 (HeUTSH SR M.

% @8I QR-QUSGSLILILL ST IDMMILD GLPIHeMS 2L 6LIHEVLD (MCH)

S| L 60L& 61T, SIT6ol 1 WG!G S|LITWSITLOITe0T &IFLIL eT&& 18608 86T LoM mILD
UIG&F TS 606018 61T LOM MILD GIHITLIES S (H) LIL| & (615 85 & ITEUT (&L, L0 &5 60T

151 60)60T 8, L_ L6V & 60)61T QLD MBI H M Sl.

% 236016011 U-WIN LOMH MILD POSHAN GLIITEST &5 61TIEI 85615 60T 62 (I Ml &) 60) 600T S S
FMIHS &F&HTHITIT &600TSITEU0I 1 LIL] LOMHMILD ST LOMMILD GLEHMS @ MmLIL]
&\ 5 kI & 606Ts GMMLILINS GBS SINME S 618 TevoT (R 6TeTS.

JANANI

— PLATFORM —
A Unified Digit.al Platform for JANANI

Sashakt Nari, Sameiddh Bharat

Women and Child Development

®J: @ {lﬁ @ Empowering Women.

integrated  Women & Child  Real-time Data-driven Inclusive Enriching Futures.
Services Welfare Monitoring Decision Making  Development °

D] s | e €| & runre neacy | Oty ovaty

Swasth Bharat Portal

< The Government of India recently launched the Swasth Bharat Portal to create a unified digital
health platform across the country.

< The portal integrates different health programme systems through APIs (Application
Programming Interfaces) to improve interoperability and reduce duplicate data entry.

% It supports faster decision-making, evidence-based planning, and better monitoring of healthcare
programmes.

% The portal is ABDM (Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission) compliant and is linked with ABHA
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(Ayushman Bharat Health Account).

< It will integrate national registries such as HPR (Healthcare Professionals Registry) and HFR
(Health Facility Registry).

erueUeENG LIMTS CLIMITL6V

* QBB W STeH FITLSS HT(H PWEUSILD & (M & m6eTHS 19851 L 6V
GHMSTT SHeMHMG 2 (IHeUMTH S 6TV6UENVE LITTS CLIMTTL L 6M6eV

AN WLELILHSS WS

% GUTTLL6L LILCUM &EHEMSTT S L S 6MLOLIL|Sem6T LI D& 6iT
(SL1ef1G&H69.60T LUGT MG TSI M @) 60TL [ CLIENV & 61T) eLo6uLD

62 (IH 61 &) 60 600T S B M 1.

¢ @\ 51 edlemyeumenT (LG 6UH & 56V, &FTEOTMIG 6T Lq LiLiemLudleveor

S L LIOL6L LIDMHMID HHEISTIS B LEISGe6T FMLILITSS 860078 6008 560
& weamenm 2.571&S M.

< GUITITL6L ABDM (34, W QQ LOITEIT LIMTS 19231 L_L 6L LS1619.60T) () 600TE: & L0 T6OT S
L0 MILD ABHA (34, W 6.LOITEST LIMTTS QameLs 3|5 86 600TL) 2L 60T

©) 60 600TE & LI LIL (h 6T S 1.

< @) &I HPR (Healthcare Professional Registry) LD_rj’)QlLb HFR (Health Facility Registry)
CUImetTM G F W LIS 6 & 6m6IT 6 (I Ml §) 6060078 (S LD.

INTEGRATED DATA ACROSS VARIOUS PORTALS

Swasth Bharat

)

al

Micro Irrigation under NMSA

% The government targets an additional 100 lakh hectares under micro-irrigation from 2025-26 to
2029-30 through the Per Drop More Crop initiative.

+* National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) was launched in 2014-15 under the National
Action Plan on Climate Change.

< NMSA aims to improve agricultural productivity, water-use efficiency, soil health, and sustainable
farming practices.

<+ Per Drop More Crop promotes drip and sprinkler irrigation systems and has covered about 109
lakh hectares since 2015-16.

< Other components of NMSA include Rainfed Area Development, Soil Health Management, and
Climate Change and Sustainable Agriculture Monitoring.
NMSA €D [5I600T600T [J LITE 60TLD

% 2025-26 (LN S6L 2029-30 6UEMIT 100 VL &FLD Q& CLIJ 5I600T600f ] LI ITEF 60155 B 60T
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S @ QFTLRH AT s LUT (WM Ul 6T eLpeVd S TFMMEISLID @) VS
606U S SI6TETS.

% Bl6016VITEOT G6UEITITEUOTEM L & & ITeuT G5 &)W LI6uol] (NMSA) 2014-15 @) 6V
&TeVBlemev LDMMMLD GMS5S CHFIW QFW6L B L& T edr BLp
QBMTLRISLILLLSI.

% NMSA elleusFmwl 2. MHLISH &S meor, BHI-LIwesrLImL® &) m 6T, Loevor
SLCIM& G WLD oM MILD Blem v meoT 616U & T [H60) L (LD 60) (D & 60) 61T
CuLUB S SI6UenS CHTEHSELOMH S Q18 MTevor(H6TeTS.

% QETLOBI Mmoibd Qe BFLLITE6or (L0 6m M & 60 6T 2618 @618 & S, 2015-
166V @\ (HIH S 109 VL &FLD Qam&CLIT LFLILememel 6(H Sl6fl S s Lully
QFWRMSI.

% NMSA @)\ 601 LN sa miserfleL e pLIQUTSIey UGS Cuwum@), Lo evor
&&TSITT GLO6VITEUOTEMLD LOMH MILD SITEVIHIEM6V LOMMHMLD LD M MILD [H] 606V W ITEOT
gﬁlsusrru.l 8600155 IT6UuT 1 LI 31,8 W 6m6U S)LMBI(GLD.

MICRO IRRIGATION UNDER NMSA
(NATIONAL MISSION FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE) - .‘

™l IOR B e

PROMOTﬁ
SUSTAINABLE
FARWNG PRACTICES

~

Part of National Acuon Plan »
on Climate Change [NAPCC) AIMS: ACRICULTURAL wnea-ust SO TRACTH

TelUMIYES AN ADDITIONAL ‘"
= Q »pnomorssnmp&spnmm.m SiSal FUTURE § llo LAKH.
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS TARGET: 4 HECTARES
e REuT UNDER MICRO-IRRIGATION

O@ 10 ké,'g;'s M/\/{l [—oFROMtom

(Since 2015-16) through the Per Drop More Crop initiative

~ e )
o RAINFED AREA ) SOIL HEALTH mcm ( SUSTAINABLE \ b
DEVELOPMENT (RAD) ~ MANAGEMENT (SHM) &SUSTAINABLE | | AGRICULTURE | through the

OTHER NMSA AGRICULTURE j MONITORING Per Drop More
COMPONENTS :Q: % @ 2 & k Crop i g

Data |
haw,u’,n Contour Nutrel Soul Nutrient ] Celiaction g collecuon J ’ \
. rvesting g g "3/ o, O

N 4

Five New Members - IUCN

< The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) approved 48 new members globally,
including five organisations from Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean region.

«» IUCN was established in 1948 for global nature conservation and sustainable development.

< It is a membership union of governments, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), Indigenous
groups, and civil society organisations.

% IUCN works on biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, environmental research, and
global policy support.

« The new members include organisations from Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, and El Salvador.

< The addition increased IUCN membership in the Mesoamerica and Caribbean region to 123
organisations.

0BG LB W 2 mILILNeor 78 6T - IUCN

S @QUMenNs LIMSISGTLIL&E&TET FJeuCsHaF eeTnlWLD (IUCN) 2_6u&6mell6v 48
B W 2 miliersener 9SS Sl6mensl, @ Hev QLn&EOICET, L0 H W
Qwuiflasm ummib sFulwerT LNFrHHWwWHmEHEF CEFETIHS RH S

15| M)l 611 60T M1 & 61T QLM LD.

% IUCN 2_eu&emmail W @ uMmens LIMSISTLIL] LoM MILD [H]6M6v W Teor
CUETITEF &5 T8 1948 @) 6V [HlMIGULILIL LS.
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% @)\8 SJEFMHEIGMEIGET, |[J& FTITIT [HMI6U6UTEIS 6T (NGOG &6IT),
LILPMIG QU 60T (& (W& & 6T oM mIh FlelleL Feps I emin L] erfleor
2 ML 6Ty FRISLMEGLD.
% IUCN LeIu9ly LIMSISMTLIL, &M MIF @ L6V Lo MIFTemLoLIL], &M mI&F @Lo6V
QLTMUEFSF LM MID 2 6uaeTmellll Q& TETen s 31,576y 4 W eumilev
QFwWeLHHMSI.
¢ Uew 2 mitSergserfle QEFCHT, QLS 6, (&6UMSH s 0MeVIT oM MILD
6T6L FTLAUL T 3L W [HT(H & 61 60T S{6MLOLIL| S EHLD )L MBI(GLD.
% Fa[OSH6VTS IUCN 2_mILINSeTT&emer IECF T QW& &IT LM MID &L w edr
KrrhHH WS H 6L 123 eMDLIL|&ETTS 2 WSS W Sl.
THE FIVE NEW MEMBERS FROM MESOAMERICA &
CARIBBEAN
The newly admitted organizations include institutions working in:
= bicdiversity conservation,
« forest protection,

= sustainable development,
= and community-based environmental governance.

Newly Added Members /y
From Mexico s
« Centro Interdisciplinario de / &

Investigacién y Desarrollo ”\\/
Alternative U Yich Lu'um Conservacion
« Grupo de Ecologia y Conservacion de Islas
de Islas (GEC)
From Belize 4% Belize Fund For A
« Belize Fund for a Sustainable Future Sustsinable Futre

From Guatemala

« Asociacidn de Comunidades A
Forestales de Petéen (ACOFOP)

Mission Divyastra and Agni-5 MIRV

< India successfully tested the Agni-5 missile with Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry
Vehicle (MIRV) technology under Mission Divyastra.

« MIRV technology allows a single missile to carry multiple warheads that can strike different
targets independently.

«» The missile was launched from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island in Odisha and tracked through ground
and ship-based stations.

< Agni-5 is a nuclear-capable long-range ballistic missile with a strike range of over 5,000 km.
151619657 &) 6U WMV G [FLD LOM MILD {8 6011-5 6TLD. 3.4, 7.6

1561963 &) 6U WLITeNV B TS B 60T G LD @) I B WIIT 2] 856011-5 6761 560 650T60) LLI
LO6VLLY LI 6IT @) 60T QLI STG L600TL-69) L TT Q&L L L9 6iT 1f-6160T L[] Ql6u il & SHe6iT
(eTib L Tel) A5 TLH6LHIL LIS SIL 60T QeummM&TInsS: CFMTHHSSI.

% MIRV Q& TSl6LBILLILD 6 (IH 6]6Y & 60600T LI6V CLIMTITE & LILIGL & 60 6T & L0MH Sl
QF L6V W FHEFR MG, 3|6Mm6u Gleu6UCU M B)6VE S 8 6eM6IT & LWITSH TS
M5 G0,

% J6 & 606tuT RLe.FMeNl6L 2_6Tem LTS LIT JLICR 91160 Seumid Gallev

@ @BIHS FeuULILILL S LoMHMILD SH6mIJ LDMMILD SLILIGV &FMITIHS [H 606V LI MG 6T
UL WITS & 60015 Teuol & & LILIL LS.

% 3|8 60f1-5 6TEOTLI S |V 3, U S MEI&M6NTF &0l &l QF6LsyILD HevoTL Gy
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