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LNVARVAFA

by Kate Hamill

based on the novel by Jane Austen

Originally commissioned and produced by
Guthrie Theater, Joseph Haj, Director

Emma is presented through special arrangement with
TRW PLAYS 1180 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 640,
New York, NY 10036

A Two-Act Play
with 15-minute Intermission

Settings / Time

Hartfield (the home of Emma Woodhouse and her father),
a country estate, a ballroom, and the Bates’s chintzy apartment

Highbury, England, in the early 19th Century

And also here, at Twin City Players, right now, today
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Jane Austen’s Emma is a clever comedy about manners,
matchmaking, and misunderstandings. This adaptation of
Emma, written by playwright Kate Hamill, maintains the heart of
Austen’s story while supercharging its silliness. The jokes are
big, the mistakes are bigger, and the chaos is part of the fun.

This production resides in the Regency era with period-
appropriate costumes, settings, and ballroom dancing. However,
the story is updated through its language, current ideas,
breaking of the fourth wall, and playful anachronisms. Watch
closely and you may see a Red Solo Cup at a party, a lady
wearing sneakers under her dress, or a ballroom dance that
includes the Dougie.

Our goal was to pay homage to the source material while also
illustrating that, 211 years after the eponymous novel was first
released, love still has its own agenda. The themes of this
script and the feelings of these characters are still relevant and
relatable today.

Whether you're an Austen aficionado or a novice to her novels,
it is our hope that this performance pulls at your heartstrings and
tickles your funny bone.

I'd like to thank the Board of Directors at Twin City Players for
employing their own matchmaking skills, which paired our first-
time directing team with this production. | must also recognize
the talented, dedicated, and fun individuals that brought this
show to life onstage and off. Working with them has been a
great privilege. To paraphrase a quote from our titular character,
“If I loved them less, | might be able to talk about it more.”

Director Joe Daniel



CAsST

EMMA WOODHOUSE........orreseecreiecereieeessiseessieees Caitlin Sampsell
FRANK CHURCHILL/ROBERT MARTIN.........ccoocommrrmrrrrrrrrrrris Jorin Tabbert
GEORGE KNIGHTLEY.......cosvuereuerinerereeeseeessessssessessssssssssessssssssssssssssns Allen Pille
HARRIET SMITH......oviiiieieiiseireiseeneineesesisesieeiseise e sssesssessesanes Kelsey Trux
JANE FAIRFAX.......ooiioeiiereeeeesressesestsesissssess s sasssasssasssaeses Katrina Wentzel
MISS BATES........oieiereereneesssssssssisssisssssssssssss s sssssssssssssssssnses Christy Sloan
MRLELTON. ...ttt sttt sssesssessesanes Kyle Kringle
MR, WESTON........coereeeteeieseeeseeessessses s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns William Voit
MR. WOODHOUSE.......ooreneereineeneeieeeisseesseeseeseessesaseees Pete Thomasson
MRS. BATES.......oo ettt saesasssass s sassassannans Peggy Harrington
MRS. ELTON........oiiereerreeereereneienseeessees e sesses e sennes Nicole Kaminski-Phillips
MRS. WESTON........cooerrrreerrierneiensiesiessesssessesssssssessssssssssssssssessses Cassidy Vlietstra
CREW

DIRECTOR........oooieeeereteeeeeetsestees s sses s ssssssss s sasstssanses Joe Daniel
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR/PROPS..........ooreiirerireeeneciseriens Kaley Schmidt
TECH DIRECTOR.......oieeeeneeeeerete s Scott Bradford
COSTUMERS.........oeeereeresesesisses s sesssssenes Barb Stepka, Reta Trux
STAGE MANAGER.........oocmreireeeneeesetesseissesssssesssssssssssssssssessnns Anastasia Field
CHOREOGRAPHER............comrrmrrretreneienetesstsessissseesssssssssesssessssnsses Avery Saylor
STAGE CREW........ooeierieeeenetsssses e saessesssasssasssssssssssaens Mikayla Mennito
SOUND TECH.......ooieemreeerseeeisensessesnssssssesssssssesssssssessssssnns Liam Diefenbach
INTIMACY COORDINATOR........ccomrerrerrinrrrrerirseisesisssesessssanns Cassidy Vlietstra
LEAD SET BUILD........oiiereereresiesiesiessssisssessssssssissssssessssssessssssenns John Taylor
SET BUILD......ctieeecerececeecieeiseeseesseesseessesssesssesesseasssssssssesasesans Aaron Rennhack
SET PAINTER........ooreereteeeeeesiesseeseessseesssessssssssssssssssssessssssssanns Cindy Jakeway
PROMPTER........oeceeeeees et sasnsen Johnna Bither
LOBBY BOARD.........ooiirinrinsesneeresessiss s ssessessssssssssesssssssssssans Kaley Schmidt
MARKETING........oovuerrinnrieeriensisnsssisssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses Kim Kidd
SPECIAL THANKS..........coooeerreerrrrnrirnran Della Sampsell, Graham Sampsell,
................................................... Alex Schmidt, Chris Schmidt, Loralie Schmidt,

................................................................................... Maikaila Schmidt, Oliver Trux



AUTHOR

Kate Hamill is an actor & playwright. Kate has been one of the
most-produced playwrights in America from 2017-2023 and is the
most-produced playwright in the country for 2024/25 (tied with
Raijiv Joseph). Wall Street Journal Playwright of the Year, 2017;
Einhorn Award, 2023. Plays include Pride & Prejudice at Primary
Stages / HVSF (originated role of Lizzy; nominee, Off-Broadway
Alliance Award), Sense & Sensibility at Bedlam (originated role of
Marianne; winner, Off-Broadway Alliance Award; nominee, Drama
League Award); Vanity Fair at the Pearl (originated Becky; nominee,
Off-Broadway Alliance Award), The Light and the Dark (the Life and
Times of Artemisia Gentileschi) at CTC / Primary Stages (originated
Artemisia), The Odyssey at A.R.T., Mansfield Park at Northlight,
Little Women at Primary Stages & the Jungle, Dracula at Classic
Stage Company (originated Renfield), Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson

— Apt. 2B at KCRep, The Little Fellow (or: the Queen of Tarts Tells
All) at Cygnet Theatre, Emma at the Guthrie; BadAssGalBoss

at Primary Stages; The Scarlet Letter at Two River. Other plays
include Scrooge for Senate; The Piper (O’Neill Finalist, PlayPenn
Fellow), In the Mines (Sundance Finalist), and Murder Play (or: The
Aristocrats!). www.kate-hamill.com
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Cast 8 Crew Bios

Anastasia Field (Stage Manager) is thrilled to be stage manager for this
production! This is her fifth production as SM and sixth show in total at TCP.
She is grateful to Joe and Kaley for the chance to work with them and this
amazing cast and crew! She sends her love and thanks to her family for letting
her have the time away from them to do what she loves and to friends for
coming to see the show!

Peggy Harrington (Mrs. Bates) MARR MARR! You've seen me wearing the
director's hat or playing the boot-wearing calf-roping Jimmy Wy in Red Velvet
Cake Wars. Now, she's finally playing herself, an old lady who just doesn't give
a darn! Thanks Joe and Kaley for letting me be a part of this fun show.

Nicole Kaminski-Phillips (Mrs. Elton) is delighted to return to the TCP stage
as the insufferable Mrs. Elton. After recent performances in Something Rotten!
and Anastasia, she is excited for her first non-musical performance on stage.
Huge thanks to her friends and family - especially her husband, Michael - for
supporting her and to the audience for indulging her cackles!

Allen Pille (George Knightley) is back in his element playing a man with a
British accent. It has been over a year since he played Giles in The Mousetrap.
This is his second time playing a Jane Austen character having played Mr.
Bingley in Christmas at Pemberley. He has had a great time working with this
cast and crew to put on such a fun and witty show.

Caitlin Sampsell (Emma Woodhouse) is ecstatic to be back on stage at TCP
as Emma after multiple years behind the scenes and in the tech booth. She
was most recently seen on stage as a Phantom/Transylvanian in Rocky Horror
at GhostLight; other past roles include Mona Lipschitz (Chicago) and Annie
Jump Cannon (Silent Sky) at TCP. Caitlin loves the magic and connection of
theatre. Special thanks to her husband and kiddos for allowing mom to be at
the theatre so much.

Kaley Schmidt (Assistant Director/Props) says being a first time AD for Emma
has been the utmost honor and privilege. Kindness, hilarity, and sobering awe
describe not only this transcendent cast, but also her partner in crime, Mr.
Director Joe Daniel. Kaley could never express - at least not within her word
limit - everything the TCP community gives her, but good luck getting rid of her
now! Endless thanks to her Honey Buns and borderline feral children, Alex,
Makaila, Loralie, and her most favorite child, Rori. SSDGM.



Cast G Crew Bios cont.

Christine Sloan (Miss Bates) is delighted to be playing the role of Miss Bates.
When not on stage, she works at Lakeshore High School as an English teacher,
so an Austen adaptation was irresistible. Thanks to an amazing, hilarious cast,
our talented crew, and everyone behind the scenes who make TCP such a great
place to be. She is grateful to Lloyd and their fur babies for their patience with

all the missed walks and dinners.

Jorin Tabbert (Frank Churchill/Robert Martin) is a senior at Lakeshore High
School and just finished his final HS production. You’ve probably seen him in
TCP and GhostLight productions like Baskerville, Young Frankenstein, RENT,
and A Measure of Cruelty among others. He would like to thank everyone for
their support, especially his parents, the Blakes, and his friends who have
helped him through this game of life. He hopes you enjoy the show, the dancing,
and the wonderful cast and crew of Emma.

Pete Thomasson (Mr. Woodhouse) is delighted to make his first appearance
with the Twin City Players, having recently relocated here from Asheville, N.C.,
where he performed with the Autumn Players in staged readings such as The
Birds, God’s Favorite, Last Night at Ballyhoo, My Three Angels, and Canadian
playwright Norm Foster’s Office Hours. He also directed Morning’s at Seven and
Norm’s new comedy, Bridge Narrows. Thanks, Joe & Kaley!

Cassidy Vlietstra (Mrs. Weston) is thrilled to be performing in Emma! Although
usually seen on the directing team at TCP (Director of Anastasia!, AD for
Something Rotten!), she also appeared in Red Velvet Cake Wars. When not at
TCP, Cassidy works at The Drama Spot and Fusion Center for Dance - the arts
are her life! She would like to thank her husband, Camden, for supporting her
passions and her daughter, Quinn, for listening to her practice her British accent
and being her inspiration. Enjoy the show!

William Voit (Mr. Weston) began his theatre journey as a stagehand for
Chicago (2017) before portraying Ben Weatherstaff in The Secret Garden
(2018) at Southwestern Michigan College. In 2025, he appeared as Speed in
The Odd Couple and Pierre Marceau in Murdered to Death at the Beckwith
Theatre. He’s delighted to be debuting at TCP as Mr. Weston, and thanks the
Director, Assistant Director, cast, crew, and family, believing that good company
and a steadfast heart keep us On the Sunny Side of the Street.

Katrina Wentzel (Jane Fairfax) This is Katrina's third production with TCP,
having previously played Eleanor in Sense and Sensibility and the Ghost of
Christmas Past in A Christmas Carol. She is thankful to Kristine Angers for
encouraging her to audition. She is grateful to everyone who helped with rides
to and from practices due to the weather and flat tires.
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2025-2026
Season Contributors

SUPERSTARS
Cynthia Caruso
Evergreene Foundation
Carolyn Hanson
Byron & Linda Higgins
Barb & Bill Klein
Jerry & Carolyn Langley
Mark & Julie Lester
Meryle Merritt
Donna G. Metz
in memory of Heather Yetzke Metz
Richard Rabbers
Debra J. Robertson
Michael Salbenblatt
The Schalon Foundation
Serge Schillio
Ron & Sharon Schmidt
Margaret Schmieding
Carol Sizer

John Taylor
Glenn & Kathy Ward
Eugene Weil
DIRECTORS PRODUCERS
Ty & Jana Baldwin Betsy Bartz & Leo Utsman
Joe & Jill DeCamp Joe & Emily Daniel
Alice Ford Mary Douglas
Kevin Marks Frederick S. Upton Foundation
Barbara Pence Ann Marie Marlow
Pat Taplick Kathy McAlhany & David Reynolds

Ilene Nemitz
Alexandra Newman & Katie Krawczak
James & Amy Pheifer

Ted & Diana Post

Judy Schultz
Claudia & Edmund Staude
Peter Thomasson
Carrie & Neil Vill



2025-2026
Season Contributors cont.

ANGELS ANGELS
Mark & Lynda Acker Kathleen McCourt
Arthur 8 Gail Adcock Linda McPherson
Carol Ashmead Sally McWhirter
Deborah Bachman Susan & Dennis Meadows
Joy Boddie Raymond Mueller
Michael Braun Rick & Gail Myers
Clementine Brueck Thomas & Prudy Nelson
Edward Brunner Mike & Kathy Neuenschwander
Deborah Christy Larry 8 Mary Nielsen
Carol Dlouhy Patty & Steve Nordberg
Barbara & Richard Freridge Gary & Debra Proulx
Bradford Frey Susan Dietrich-Reed & Steven Reed
Patricia Gaedeke Sterling & Joanne Schrock
Cynthia Gallee Bud Shuler
Mary Good David & Debbie Slavicek
JoAnne Gustafson Sherwood Snyder
Ann Habicht Kathy Stady
Peggy Harrington Richard Stauffer
Jennifer Hockenhull Barbara & Darian Stepka

in memory of Eva Howard
Jacob & Cassi Holmes
Holly Howe

Sherri Strain
Kevan Truman
in honor of Glenn & Kathy Ward

Kraig & Kathryn Kirkdorfer Lisa VanBladeren
Katha Kissman Richard Vavra-Musser
John & Sheila Kroonblawd Patricia Walton
Jean LeValley Connie Weaver
Kathy Manning Kristen Wielenga

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO TCP
Our success is due to your support!
A 501(c)3 nonprofit
General Operation Donations:
Twin City Players, PO Box 243, St. Joseph, MI 49085;
drop in our lobby donation box;
online at twincityplayers.org; scan the QR code

Endowment Fund Donations:

Mail: The Berrien Community Foundation,

2900 S. State Street, Ste. 2E,
St. Joseph, MI 49085



FANS
Nicholas Bogert
Jim 8 Bonnie Brohman
Debbie Burks
Paul Byrne
Joann Ciboch
Susan Coulston
Liz Crouse
David Dunlap
Anne Flaig
Jennifer Flick
Michelle Gallert
Dr. Don-Nee German
Laura Geyer
Cris Gibbons
Norma Goldner
Christine Green
Janelle Hamilton
Michael & Claudia Hanley
Marilyn Haslett & Tom Hoff
Christine Heyn
Greta Hurst
Jessica Ishmael
Cindy Jakeway
Mary Klescz Baker
Patrick Kozdron
Lucy Kubash
David & Beth La Fleur
Douglas & Ellen Law
Tamera Layman

FANS
Lynn Lerke
Bernadette Lynch
Brenda Lyons
Diane Malsom
Amanda Morris
David Murray
Gloria Muth
Alexandria Osborne
Katia 8 Roberto Ozuna, Jr.
Zachary Puplis
Patricia Putnam
Betty Ramsey
Ravitron
Jeannie Rennhack
Andrew Robinson
Kristen Robinson
D.J. & John Rogers, Sr.
Caitlin Sampsell
Karen Schiltz
Donna Schinto
Paul Stortz
Karen Tabbert
Ryan Teeters
Sam Truesdell
James & Patricia VanOmen
Wayne Wentzel
Myra Wiggins
Nancy Wuszke
Linda Zick

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS
Superstar $1,000 & up
Director $500-$999
Producer $250-$499
Angel $100-$249
Fan up to $99

DONATE PREY
TO TCP g
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TWIN CITY PLAYERS! Sy

SCAN THE QR CODE TO DONATE @ RS,
OR VISIT TWINCITYPLAYERS.ORG

TO DONATE BY MAIL:

[ SCAN-DONATE

TCP, PO BOX 243, 5T. JOSEPH, MI 49085



A BRIGHTER
COMMUNITY

TOGETHER

' 1&M Cook Plant is proud to come
N together with our community
\,{\ and play our part to support
4 | “w\j the Twin City Players.

! INDIANA
MICHIGAN
POWER

An AEP Comparny

COOK PLANT

~__Attend an auc _;_orr‘&»f‘ Il out a form for a show to help
bacli’stage' Set painters, carpenters, tech 8; sl:aga crew,
costume assistants, all types of volunteers needed!

=
Ushers & box office helpers signup @
www.twincityplayers.org



Lake Michigan
Chiropractic, LLC

Kraig Kirkdorfer, DC

4082 Red Arrow Highway - St. Joseph, Michigan
(269)408-8729
www.lakemichiganchiropractic.com

Know What to See
...and what NOT to miss!

From movie reviews and gallery listings to

local events and critics’ picks, be the first to know

what'’s happening in your area with a little help
from THE HERALD-PALLADIUM.

Subscribe by phone or online in minutes!

269-429-1396 !‘D.p

www.thehp.com




Bradford

Insurance

2900 Niles Ave,, St. Joseph, MI 49085
269.982.5262
sabradford@acg.aaa.com




Compassionate & Professional

3408 Niles Road, Saint Joseph
(269) 429-3324
admin@trilogycounselingmi.com

FiveSlas

Heating & Air Conditioning  nuntmeepers

Serving all of Berrien County

Call Today! ; II'!‘
269-428-0004 A

fivestarheat.com . <
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SHOW SPONSORS OF EMMA

/

. Adolescent, Adult,
o Family Therapy
Psychological Assessment

269-983-1263

7
DON-NEE ELIZABETH GERMAN, Ph.D., PLC
Licensed Psychologist

CONVERGIX

AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS

Thank You!

From the Cast & Crew

29/26 MAINSTAGE SEASON SPONSORS

Bradford Insurance Agency
Five Star Heating & Air Conditioning
Glenn & Kathy Ward Charitable Trust
The Herald Palladium
Indiana & Michigan Power’'s Cook Nuclear Plant
Lake Michigan Chiropractic, LLC
Trilogy Counseling

TCP (uovked! 35

Opening Night
complimentary wine from GraAVITY
Gravity Vineyards & Winery



