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ENTRANCE

For 13+, places offered in year 7 based on
standardised test scores, school reports
and interview with head. Sets in year 9
allocated from this and from CE results.
Scholarships are awarded based on
papers in six subjects, plus a cognitive
ability test. About 30 per cent come
from Hazlegrove, the linked prep school;
others from anything up to 15 other prep
schools. At sixth form, the bar is five
GCSEs with a 7 at subjects to be taken
at A level, plus interview and references.
They have a good supply (17-20) of new
starters at this stage, attracted from
local and London day schools as well as
international students. German pupils
frequently join in year 11 and 12 for either
two terms or a year; pupils from China
and Hong Kong often join for the two-
year A level programme. Places in other
year groups occasionally come up. ‘The
head, teachers and pupils have all been
incredibly warm and inclusive, making
the school move so easy that | wish

we’'d come to King'’s years ago,” said one
parent.

EXIT

About 10 students leave post GCSEs,
some to seek the comparative economic
or pastoral freedom and wider BTEC
options at local sixth form colleges
(school has addressed the latter by
expanding its own BTEC offering). Post A
level, to a wide range of universities and
courses, with around half to Russell
Group. Cardiff is a perennial

favourite, along with York, Newcastle,
Southampton and Nottingham Trent. A
handful head overseas. One to Oxbridge
in 2022.

LATEST RESULTS

In 2022, 48 per cent 9-7 at GCSE; 58 per

cent A*/A at A level (75 per cent A*-B). In
2019 (the last pre-pandemic results), 40

per cent 9-7 at GCSE; 34 per cent A*/A at
A level (60 per cent A*-B).
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TEACHING AND
LEARNING

Not overly selective, King’s prides itself
on accommodating all academic
abilities via ‘dynamic and nimble’
teaching. Teachers are, in the main,
young and vibrant including several Old
Brutonians, newly qualified and raring
to teach. Head has no qualms about
shaking up departments not hitting
laudable heights, recruitment revolving
around ‘exuberance and ambition as
much as experience’. A pupil told us
that what unites all the teachers ‘is
approachability and endless enthusiasm
about their subject’.

There’s an emphasis on the individual
student here - no room for drifting. ‘One
of my priorities is to keep the balance
between SEN and Oxbridge,” says head.
Everyone is expected to achieve their
personal best: ‘We reckon our top 30

per cent is comparable academically to
more selective schools.” Setting from the
off in maths and, interestingly, French.

Two things set King’s teaching apart in
the mind of one parent: ‘Firstly, the level
of one-on-one or small group support

is incredible - the staff run drop-in
clinics in every subject to help all pupils
feel secure. In addition, the plethora of
tests mean that exam phobia is not a
thing here - they are very used to being
examined, it doesn’t faze them at all’
Pupils concur: ‘The subject clinics are
brilliant, it’s really helpful to get extra
help every week if | need it, without that
being a big deal,” said one.

At I/GCSE, 24 subjects on offer with

a core of compulsory maths, English,
sciences and a modern language plus

a solid range of options in humanities,
the arts, technology and sport. Year 11
pupils are given early assistance to start
thinking about A level choices, which
includes a taster programme for ‘new’
subjects such as psychology, where they
sit in on lessons to get a feel for the topic.
No allocated blocks and almost all get
their first preferences.

At A level, maths, geography, business
studies and history are consistently

good performers and the introduction of
psychology has proved hugely popular
and successful. Timetable allows for the
odd maths and English GCSE retake




‘The subject clinics

are brilliant, it’s really
helpful to get extra help
every week if | need it,
without that being a
big deal;

- it’s almost unheard of for pupils to

be thrown out for poor grades, not
unknown in other schools. Pupils take
four subjects in year 12 making their final
selection of three on entry to year 13.
Class sizes range from two or three (eg
music tech) to 17 in the most popular.

BTECs are offered in performing arts,
enterprise and entrepreneurship, sport
and hospitality (school has a commercial
kitchen). The latter had the honour of
helping to cater and serve for the Queen
and 100 guests on her visit to the school
to celebrate its 500" anniversary, an
enviable CV inclusion.

Pupils feel the mix of subjects on offer
is broad and comprehensive. A few
said they'd like politics and law to be
available - ‘although | am sure if we
officially asked for them, the head
would find a way,’ said one. (Spoiler
alert: politics is being introduced from
September 2022.)

Careers support is spot on, say parents,
with three dedicated members of
staff focusing on everything from
apprenticeships (notably hospitality
management at the nearby, highly
acclaimed The Newt) to Oxbridge or
medical pathways and everything in
between.

LEARNING SUPPORT
AND SEN

Assessment for all on arrival. The staff of
two, plus other prominent teaching staff
with SEN qualifications, address a range
of SEN, mainly dyslexia and dyspraxia
but also processing difficulties. Speech
therapist and ed psych visit routinely.
Two dedicated EAL staff support around
40 students. School confident that they
can support all except those who need a
full-time personal classroom assistant.
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ETHOS AND
HERITAGE

Ancient (sits on the site of a Benedictine
monastery dissolved in 1537 - one wall
survives). Three generous Bruton-born
benefactors decided to found the first
school here. Varying (mis)fortunes meant
it was down to just one boy in 1812, but
the first half of the 20t century saw it
increase to numbers approximating the
ones it has today, and it has taken over
buildings the other side of the busy road
to Castle Cary and elsewhere in Bruton.

The school works with its venerable
buildings, not against them, using

the parish church for whole-school
services, but its own movingly beautiful
memorial hall for assembilies. The sixth
form centre houses a mix of social and
study space, half of which is a supervised
silent working area. ‘They will talk if left
totally unsupervised,” smiled the head,
whilst the other is a university styled,
collaborative work space. Comfortable
sofas abound, chess games sit
tantalisingly primed and tea and coffee
facilities are on tap. Parents and students
love the school’s size and the fact that ‘it
has soul, has its feet on the ground and is
not a grand or overly entitled setting'.

Strong Christian ethos includes
celebrations of major festivals and

rites such as confirmation. Parents
praised a ‘young, dynamic chaplain who
enthuses on the values of kindness and
compassion’. His online (inspired by
the pandemic) ‘chats about spirituality
and general moral guidance for the
soul’ have, according to parents, led to
a surprisingly enthralled response from
hitherto nonchalant teenage pupils. A
handful of Catholics and Muslims fit in
comfortably and lend diversity.

Famous alumni include some heroes
(Hugh Sexey, auditor to Elizabeth I, RS
Blackmore, author of Lorna Doone), a
villain (William Dampier, 17t century
buccaneer), an Air Chief Marshal and
decorated Falklands War fighter pilot
(Sir Peter Squire) and an historian
(James Holland).

The school works with
its venerable buildings,
not against them.
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PASTORAL CARE,
INCLUSIVITY AND
DISCIPLINE

The tutor system ensures a close
understanding and overview of each
child, which parents can easily feed
into with any emotional or academic
concerns. Supported by a diligent and
‘hugely approachable’ matron and
houseparent network, with parents
feeling that many problems are nipped
in the bud before having the chance to
develop.

Though King's students might seem a
biddable lot, ‘The headmaster can do
Scottish strict when required, reckoned
a parent. Indeed, transgressions are
treated seriously and publicly - drinkers
can expect to wear uniform at the
weekend, for example.

Anxiety levels and eating disorders

sadly on the rise since Covid, mirroring
the national trend, but staff are
accustomed to and accomplished at
dealing with both. ‘Our counselling staff
are incredible, said one pupil ‘There

are so many people here that you can
turn to, you honestly feel that you have
someone constantly ensuring you're
okay.’ Others agreed, speaking freely and
refreshingly openly about the school'’s
Whisper website that allows you to voice
concerns for your own or others’ mental
or physical wellbeing, thereby alerting
the head of welfare to any problems
anonymously and safely. Everyone’s
Invited has led to school covering gender
politics more openly than ever.

The tutor system
ensures a close
understanding and
overview of each
child, which parents
can easily feed into
with any emotional or
academic concerns. 8
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THE PLOX, BRUTON, SOMERSET, BA10 OED
Tel: 01749 814200
Email: registrar@kingsbruton.com

B /KingsBruton W @KingsBruton (@ @KingsBruton [E/KingsBrutonl519
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http://www.twitter.com/KingsBruton
http://www.instagram.com/KingsBruton
http://www.youtube.com/KingsBruton1519
https://www.kingsbruton.com/about-us/headmaster-s-welcome

