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Entrance Hymn

Be exalted, O Lord, in Your power; we will
sing and praise Your mighty deeds. Save us, O

good Comforter.

Apolytikion of the Feast

Blessed are You, O Christ our God. You sent
down the Holy Spirit into the fishermen, and
You gave them knowledge and wisdom in
everything; and through them, as in a net You
caught the whole world. O Lord who loves
humanity, glory to You!

Kontakion of the Feast

When the Most High God came down and
confused the tongues, He divided the
nations. When He distributed the tongues
of fire, e called all to unity. And with one

voice we glorify the all-holy Spirit.
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AHHOXTOAIKO ANAI'NQYMA (1lpag. 2:1 — 11)
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EPISTLE READING (Acts 2:1 — 11)

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed
and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and

Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
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GOSPEL READING (IN. 7:37 — 52; 8:12)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed,
“If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me as
the scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now
this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to
receive; for as yel the Holy Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified. When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This is
really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the
Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ is
descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David
was?” So there was a division among the people over him. Some of them
wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. The officers then went
back to the chief priest and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not
bring him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The
Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the
authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not
know the law, are accursed.” Nikodemus, who had gone to him before, and
who was one of them, said to them, “Does our law judge a man without first
giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you
from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from
Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he

who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”




FORTOLOGION
JUNE 2026

?
June 1 Monday of the Holy Spirit June 28 4th Sunday of Matthew
MON Tov Ayiov Ivedpatog SUN 4n Kvgtakn tov MatOaiov

8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy 7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
June 7 Sunday of All Saints June 29 SS. Peter and Paul
SUN Kvgiakt) twv Ay. ITavtwv MON Twv Ay. ITétgov kau IlavAov

7:30 a.m. / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy 8:00 Orthros / 8:00 a.m. Liturgy

General Assembly
June 30 Synaxis of the Holy Apostles

June 8 TUE XOvaéic Twv AMooTtOAwv
MON / AEYTEPA 8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

+The fast of the Holy Apostles begins +

, ] ) Great Vespers of the Holy Anargyroi
+Agxetal 1 vroteia twv AMooToOAwv+

M. EomteQivog Twv Ay. Avagyvowv

7:00 p.m.

June 11 St. Bartholomew the Apostle
THU Ay. BagBoAopéov

8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy
June 14 Second Sunday of Matthew
SUN 2n Kvgiakn MatOaiov

7:30 am. / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Sunday School Graduation
June 21 3rd Sunday of Matthew ‘r:’f N ! @
SUN 31 Kvglam']hmv MatBaiov ««"’T/v':\,:n’ﬁ’ﬁ\\ﬁs,. L

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Litur A PN S A
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June 24 Nativity of St. John the Baptist L= e =
WED Tevéoiov Tov Ay. Iwdvvou Bamr. ffﬂ—?,ﬁﬂl‘[ 1 j, (iR ' 5 l,m“ T A

8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy ~==c 1wl loose . XTI
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A WAY OF LIVING

Dear Parish Family,

As we approach the summer months, we ask you to prayerfully remember your stewardship
commitment to our parish. While many families travel and schedules change during the
summer season, the ministry and daily expenses of the church continue without pause. Our
parish remains active in worship, outreach, maintenance, and service to our community
throughout the year.

If you have not yet made your 2026 stewardship commitment, or if you are able to offer an
additional gift, we humbly ask that you do so before summertime. Every offering, no matter

the size, helps sustain the life and mission of our church.

As Holy Seripture reminds us:

“Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the first fruits of all your increase.”
— Proverbs 3.9

And:

“Fach one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.”— 2 Corinthians 9:7

We are deeply grateful for your continued love, generosity, and faithful support of our parish

family. May God bless you abundantly for all that you give and do in His name.

For online giving- /ups://onrealm.org/StNicholasShrine/Give

Z At [ = D

Rev. Economos Aristidis Garinis Demetrios Athanasopoulos

—_—
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BRONZE DEDICATION LEAF $2,000
' SILVER DEDICATION LEAF $5,000
' GOLD DEDICATION LEAF $10,000
BENEFACTOR DOVE $25,000

GREAT BENEFACTOR STONE $50,000

Please consider supporting our Renovation For Our Future project to continue passing
the torch of Orthodox faith and Hellenism to our future generations.

BRONZE LEAF $2,000 SILVER LEAF $5,000 GOLD LEAF $10,000
DOVE $25,000 STONE $50,000
LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: ‘
PLEASE PRINT INSCRIPTION CLEARLY. 3 LINES (33 CHARACTERS MAX)

"SO LET EACH ONE GIVE AS HE PURPOSES IN HIS HEART; NOT GRUDGINGLY OR OUT OF
NECESSITY, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER"

| — —
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Date Festivities Where

June 14 Post Church-3:30 St. Nicholas

Sunday, 2026 Lunch - DJ - Games Back Lot - Gym - Hall

‘ The Feast \\) * The Games I\\

/ % Burgers \ ) / % Basketball \ )
/ % Hotdogs / / % Races /
‘A g />/ l* )/

All dezlzes I/Velcome Brzng an Appetzte, Bring Your Spirit

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

] [l [yl [l [yl [l [ [l [l s




NURTURING FAITH, HELLENIC HEBITAGE AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENGE
- lll" ! ._{ <3

ity - ! , - |
OURCOREVALUES 2-YEAROLDPROGRAM ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Welcome to a family-oriented We provide a structured Our accelerated curriculum
community where children environment that honors integrates Hellenic language
are lovingly nurtured in the faith and tradition while and values, ensuring students
Christian Faith and our rich challenging young minds are fully prepared for the
to grow and excel. transition to primary
education.

Hellenic Heritage.
EARLY ‘

DROP-OFF &

AFTER SCHOOL ‘
AVAILABLE

Z
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Call or Email to secure your childs spot
s
’

REGISTER TODAY

Ready to ignite your child's imagination? Enroll today!
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Mg\\ | O ' @Doulaveris_Preschool

Certified by the Department of Mental Health and Hygiene

Contact Us: 718-357-0800
Our Location: 43-09 196 Street, Flushing

Email: StNicholasDoulaveris@gmail.com
Website: www.stnicholasdoulaveris.org




* ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH

LITTLE ANGELS

MOMMY & ME PROGRAM

For Children Ages 0-2.5

About the Program

Program Director Margarita Eleftheriadis

Our "Little Angels" program is a vibrant,
faith-centered ministry designed for our
youngest parishioners (infants through Pre-K)
and their caregivers.

It’s more than just a playgroup—it’s a place
for moms, dads, and grandparents to connect,
share experiences, and build lifelong

3 friendships within our St. Nicholas family.
Classes
* « Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Featuring:
« Creative Music and Movement « Arts and Crafts
« Greek songs and themes « Early Social Interaction
» Sensory Stimulation « Great opportunity to meet other families.

Email: SaintNicholasLittleAngels@gmail.com
718-357-4200 - www.stnicholasflushing.org




ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH

ADVERTISE IN
THE ARK

Sustain Your Locat

The St. Nicholas Parish community relies on The . REACH: ADVERTISE IN THE E
Ark as its communication hub, offering your d H
business a direct, established path to a loyal local y Upcomine Eorrions oF E
audience. ) THE ARK!
S

Get Noticed in June! \I/

Want to reach our community? Advertise in the upcoming June 2026 issue of The Ark!
Whether you’re promoting a local business, a summer event, or a personal milestone,
our quarterly parish newsletter is the perfect place to be seen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church of Flushing will hold its General
Assembly meeting on June 7th. All parishioners are encouraged to attend this important
meeting to discuss the ongoing life and future of our community. Please mark your

calendars and join us in Sarantakos Hall.
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Sl STEPHANOS YOUNG ADULTS

_+_ .
JOIN US°*FOR A WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT

UNDER THE STARS!

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3%
7:00-10:00PM

$15 PER PERSON

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
4™ FLOOR BALCONY
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BRING YOUR FAVORITE GAMES &
BLANKETSTO ENJOY A DAY OF
FELLOWSHIP IN GOD'S CREATION!

Cundey, June Tl 38
2pm to Spm at Bowne Park
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THE SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE
CHURCH
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for a wonderful 54th Annual Greek Festival!
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our generous sponsors, dedicated

volunteers, and everyone who attended and participated in making our
54th Annual Greek Festival a tremendous success. Your support, hard
work, and enthusiasm brought our community together and made this
year's festival truly unforgettable. Thank you for being a vital part of our
parish family!




IDS BULLETIN PAGE

Once, fifty days after Easter, Jesus’ disciples and His mother, Mary, were all gathered
together in a room, praying quietly.

Suddenly, a loud sound filled the whole house! It sounded like a strong, rushing wind
blowing through the room. Then, something amazing happened. Little tongues of bright fire
appeared, gently resting above each of their heads, but it didn't burn them at all.

This was the Holy Spirit coming down to them, just as Jesus had promised!

Right away, the disciples felt filled with peace, joy, and courage. They walked outside and
began to talk to the big crowds of people visiting the city. Even though the visitors came
from many different countries and spoke different languages, a miracle happened: everyone
could understand the disciples perfectly!

The disciples told everyone about God's great love. That wonderful day is called Pentecost,
and it is known as the very first birthday of the Church!

Wind | Languages | Fifty | Holy Spirit | Fire | Apostles

The word "Pentecost” means , because it took place 50 days after Christ's
Resurrection.

The and the Theotokos were gathered together praying in the upper room.

Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like a rushing, mighty that filled
the whole house.

Divided tongues, as of , appeared and rested on each of them.

They were all filled with the

The disciples began to speak in different so that people from many different
nations could understand them.

Unscramble the letters to reveal words related to the Feast of Pentecost.
1. VEOD (A symbol of the Holy Spirit)
HCURCH (Pentecost is known as the birthday of the...)

EGNER (The liturgical color used on Pentecost, representing new life)

ELESKNIG (The special prayers we say on this afternoon)
ACTEOMRFR (Another name Jesus used for the Holy Spirit)

L2110f10)) * G ‘SUIIIUY " f ‘UL * € ‘YoUNY)) *7 ‘240(] " [ 1T IDJ
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Son of

2N

Anastasios Kess & Dalila Valle
Saturday, June 6th
12:00 P.M.

Daughter of
George & Lisamarie Gizas
Saturday, June 6th
3:00 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us for Fellowship and Breakfast!

- Please join us in the parish hall immediately following the Divine Liturgy this Sunday for
a delicious breakfast in honor of the Feast of Pentecost, graciously sponsored and hosted
by our St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos society.

In addition to sharing a festive meal together, we will take time during the fellowship hour
to honor our youth with a special scholarship presentation.

Come enjoy great food, celebrate our students' achievements, and support the wonderful
work and philanthropic ministries of our Philoptochos sisterhood. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church
196-10 Northern Blod Flushing, NY 11358




Sunday, May 31, 2026 | Sunday of Holy Pentecost

DIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

John 7:37-52; 8:12

«..0ut of his heart shall flow rivers of living water”
REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING I Fr. George Parsenios

oday’s Gospel reading refers to the gift of the
| Spirit, which had not yet been given during Jesus’

ministry because Jesus had not yet risen from the
dead. That gift was bestowed upon believers on the day
of Pentecost, the great feast that we celebrate today. And
the gift of the Spirit changes the disciples. Only after
Pentecost did the disciples fully understand the mission
of Jesus and become fully empowered to share the Gospel
throughout the world. Every Christian is given this same
gift of the Spirit in our baptism. Like the disciples at
Pentecost, we must ourselves come to understand more
fully the mission of Jesus and we must share his Gospel
in our own lives. And this requires effort. We are given
the Spirit at baptism, but we must receive it through
our own decisions and actions. Church history is littered

with Christians who did not make this effort. When St.
Paul writes First Corinthians, he tells the Christians in
Corinth that he cannot address them as people who have
received this Spirit (1 Cor 3:1) but as infants in Christ and
as people who do not understand their Christian identity.
How do we avoid their immature fate? We can do three
things. First, we must guard our words carefully. If

we watch what we say, we ensure that we say things
that draw ourselves and others closer to God. Second,

we must continue to live ascetical lives. By fasting and
praying and giving generously to others, we arrest our
own selfish wills and ensure that we subject our will to
the will of God. Finally, we must study our faith so that
we understand not only who God is, but what his purpose
is for our lives.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Diakonia is made possible by a

700

generous grant from Leadership 100

Scan for today’s service text
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> bit.ly/parishtexts i




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: Pentecost (Ilevtnkootn)
What does “Pentecost” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios The word Ievinkootr)/ to Moses on Mt. Sinai, and it was one of the three
Pentecost means “fiftieth” great pilgrimage festivals, when pious Jews traveled
| in Greek, and the feast of from around the world to be in Jerusalem. When the
Pentecost falls on the 50th Holy Spirit descended on the apostles at Pentecost,
A O day after Pascha, when the it inspired them to speak miraculously in foreign
| Holy Spirit descended on languages. These languages were understood by the
the disciples in Jerusalem. pilgrims who had traveled from distant lands to
: Before Pentecost became a observe the Jewish feast (Acts 2:8). But if the original
Christian festival, however, feast of Pentecost celebrated the Mosaic Law as God’s
it was celebrated by Jews as the 50th gift to the Jewish people, the Christian feast celebrates
day after Passover. The Hebrew name the even greater gift of the Holy Spirit, indicating that
for the feast was Shavuot, which means “weeks,” we are no longer guided by the letter of the Law, but
because the feast was celebrated after 7 weeks (49 by the Holy Spirit of God who writes God’s will in our
days) had elapsed from Passover. Shavuot/Pentecost hearts (Ezekiel 11:19, Jeremiah 31:33).

commemorated the gift of the Law that God gave

THIS WEEK'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY

The Greek War Relief Efforts of World War 11

l During World War II and the years that followed, the Greek
Orthodox Community in America organized to provide

critical aid to people in Greece and all of Europe. Our

communities did all they could to support both the War Bond

initiative and the Greek War Relief Association. Fundraisers

were held by Archbishop Athenagoras with the assistance

of the Catholic Archbishop of Boston who encouraged

his congregation to support the effort. Spyros Skouras, a

prominent film executive, organized events and premieres

featuring well-known actors to raise funds for the cause.

As a result of the Greek War Relief Association’s efforts,
hundreds of thousands of packages containing food, clothing,
medicine, blankets, and medical equipment were shipped to
Greece. Between the early 1940’s and the mid-1950’s, more
than $300 million (adjusted for inflation) were raised by
Greek Orthodox in America from within and from outside the
Greek Orthodox community.

An unidentified schoolboy in Patras, Greece waits with
his tin dish under his arm for his school lunch. Ca 1945
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum public domain

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

THE SUNDAY OF

Holy Pentecost

The Feast of Holy Pentecost, celebrated
fifty days after Pascha and ten days
after the Ascension, is a great feast

of our Church. It is not merely the
commemoration of a past event, but the
living manifestation of God’s presence
among us. We celebrate the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, the
revelation of the Holy Trinity, and the
Church as the living Body of Christ.

As we hear in the Book of Acts, the
Apostles were gathered as Jesus had
directed them. Suddenly, a sound like a
rushing wind filled the house, and tongues
of fire rested upon each of them. Filled
with the Holy Spirit, they began to speak

in different languages. This was the
transformative presence of God, sanctifying
the Apostles and empowering them to
proclaim the Gospel to all nations.

This took place during the Jewish Feast of Pentecost (50 days after Passover), when many
people from across the known world had gathered in Jerusalem. Hearing the Apostles speak
in their own languages, the people were astonished. Some were confused, others doubtful. Yet
through the preaching of the Apostle Peter who boldly proclaimed Christ Crucified and Risen,
the hearts of many were moved. When they asked, “What shall we do?” Peter called them to
repentance, baptism, and the reception of the Holy Spirit. On that day, thousands entered the
life of the Church.

Church lives today as a communion rooted in the Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking
of the bread, and prayer. This life continues today in the Divine Liturgy, the sacraments, and
the unity of the faithful. Pentecost reminds us that the Church is sustained by the presence and
action of the Holy Spirit, who guides us in truth and unites us in love.

The icon of Pentecost proclaims this reality. The Holy Spirit descends upon the Apostles, while
below the world awaits the light of Christ. This mission of the Church continues, and we are
called to participate. We are not spectators of Pentecost. We have received the Holy Spirit in
our baptism and chrismation. We are called to grow in repentance and prayer, bearing witness
to Jesus in our daily lives.

This week, commit to living your Orthodox faith intentionally. Let us set aside 10
minutes each day for prayer and reflection, asking the Holy Spirit to guide you from
passive belief into active, living faith.

@ PERSONAL ACTION ITEM

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA
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Just For Kids!

(...and the young at heart)

Holy Pentecost

Pentecost is a special day that celebrates when

the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, 50 days

after Easter. The Holy Spirit came like a strong,
rushing wind and looked like flames of fire resting on
the disciples and the Virgin Mary. They were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages.
People from many countries were there in Jerusalem and
heard about Jesus in their own language. About 3,000 people
believed and were baptized that day
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