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“A movie?” That was my reaction to the suggestion to make a film
from my son Nicholas’ Halloween-night bedtime story. It had already
been turned into a book The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin.
And yet, I did, and the movie continues to air, year after year, in many
languages all over the world.

“A book?” That was my reaction to the suggestion to turn that Spookley
movie into a book. And yet, here I am writing this Author Note in a book
based on a movie that was based on a book.

A rather nice circular event that all started with a square pumpkin one
Halloween night a long time ago. —JT Cossayuna Lake 2023




For Palma and Nick with love.
—J. T

Special thanks to some of the incredibly talented people behind the movie magic:
Bernie Denk, Jeffrey Zahn, Mark Zander, Sonja Ball, Rick Jones, Michele Perron, Holly Gauthier-Frankel, Bruce

Dinsmore, Vlasta Vrana, Terrence Scammell, Jennifer Seguin, Norman Groulx,
Kim Richardson, Sara Zahn, Tom Hughes, Joel Cohen and Alec Socolow:

Ancther special “Thank youl" to Jonathan Flom and Aaron Burakoff, the best partners anyone could ever have.
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Our story begins,
as most stories do,
with something worth telling,

with something that's new.

This story takes place
on Holiday Hill Farm,

where every day is a holiday.

Come onalong!

It's a cool, crisp morning,
justbefore Halloween,
in the most beautiful pumpkin patch

you have ever seen.

Until...




Everyone was excited

to go find out
what Boris and Bella

were fussing about.




What they found was a pumpkin named Spookley.

He was shaped like ... asquare!




Jack said, “I've never seen a pumpkin like this anywhere.”

A square pumpkin in the patch caused quite ascene.

Little Tom was sure Spookley would ruin Halloween.









The other pumpkins agreed that Spookley should go, but Jack was in charge and he said, “No!

Spookley’s a pumpkin, so he can stay right here and try to be Pick of the Patch this year.




Because any pumpkin, square or round,

who wins the Jack-A-Lympics
gets to wear The Candy Corn Crown.”

While everyone listened to what Jack had to say,

poor little Spookley slipped quietly away.












Then the spiders did the strangest thing.
They looked up at Spookley and... started to sing.

Spookley liked the spiders’silly song.

It cheered him up, so he sang along.

And when the song was over,
when the fun was done,
Spookley had made three new friends

and the spiders...asquare one!















The Jack-A-Lympic events were fun.

Well...funfor the pumpkin who won each one.

Spookley did get nervous, but didn't cry
when he couldn’t...BOUNCE...orROLL...



But he didn't give up or try to hide.

Still, he came in last no matter how hard he tried.



When the Jack-A-Lympics were over and done, Jack announced that Bobo had won.

Her friends gathered around to watch her get crowned. And then...




...storm clouds covered the sun.



Thunder RUMBLED!
The wind ROARED!
Lightning FLASHED!

The rain POURED!

Spookley watched the round pumpkins roll here and there,

and for the first time ever was glad to be square.



The pumpkins blew into a wagon and were stacked in the back
when the wagon hit afence, which creaked and then... CRACK!

If the fence gave way, if the fence let go,

the wagon would fall into the river below.

They heard Jack call out, “I'll be right there!”
But before he could save them ... BANG!BOOM!

There was lightning everywhere.
















The wagon BUMPED.into something
that made a loud THUMPING sound.
The wheels JUMPED just a little

and then slowly slowed down.




Spookley had blocked the wheel
and the wagon had stopped.

He was bruised,

but refused

toletitdrop.

He had saved every pumpkin

in Farmer Hill's crop.




The storm was over. The sky was blue.

i

The pumpkins were safe, and Jack was too.




Little Tom told Spookley he was sorry
and hoped they'd be friends.
And promised to never judge anyone

by the way they looked ever again. pr | N\










Our story begins,

as most stories do,
with something worth telling,
with something that’s new.

In a world where the only good pumpkins are round pumpkins,
Spookley the Square Pumpkin is teased because of his unusual shape.
But when a mighty storm threatens the patch, Spookley
begins the adventure of a lifetime and discovers that sometimes

being different can make all the difference in the world.
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