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Unveiling the Heartbeat of 

Fútbol
Extra Time Magazine is not just a fútbol publication; it’s a 
passionate ode to the beautiful game. Our purpose is to 
delve deep into the rich tapestry of fútbol culture, exploring 

why this sport captivates hearts worldwide.

We specialize in capturing the electrifying moments that 
unfold during the extra time of fútbol matches, past the 
90-minute, mirroring the resilience and passion of players 
and fans alike. Our mission is to share this excitement and 
demonstrate how fútbol goes beyond a mere game-it’s a 

source of inspiration and a catalyst for change.

At Extra Time, we believe that this sport transcends borders, 
languages, and backgrounds, uniting people in a shared 
love for the game. Fútbol is more than just a sport; it’s a 
way of life, a force for good, and a universal language that 

connects us all.
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Dear readers,

As we unveil the second issue of Extra Time Magazine, titled “Gloriously Chaotic,” 
we invite you to immerse yourselves in the captivating world of fútbol. In these 
pages, we pay homage to the clubs and players who have risen to glory against 
the backdrop of unpredictability and chaos.
 Fútbol, with its mesmerizing blend of joy and heartbreak, has a unique 
way of uniting people from all corners of the world. It’s a sport where underdogs 
become heroes and where moments of brilliance emerge from seemingly 
chaotic situations. 
 Within these stories, carefully curated and passionately crafted over the 
past few months, you’ll find the culture, history, and resilience that define fútbol. 
From historic club triumphs to the individual journeys of players who overcame 
adversity, “Gloriously Chaotic” celebrates the essence of the beautiful game. 
 Our team has combed through the archives, conducted an exclusive 
interview, and brought together narratives that aim to reignite your love for the 
game while providing fresh insights into its enduring appeal.
 As you flip through these pages, we hope you’ll savor the unpredictable 
beauty of fútbol. It is a sport that transcends boundaries, ignites passions, 
and creates indelible memories. We are grateful for your unwavering support, 
which fuels our passion to explore and share the stories that define the spirit 
of Extra Time Magazine. Thank you for joining us on this journey. So, grab your 
favorite chair, pour a cup of your preferred brew, and immerse yourself in the 
Gloriously Chaotic world of fútbol. Enjoy the read!

Yours in the love of the game,

Zeid Jaouni
Founder & Creative Director, Extra Time Magazine

Embracing 
the Chaos
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Argentina, a nation with an undying love for fútbol, boasts a vibrant 
tapestry of fútbol clubs that serve as the heartbeat of their communities. 

Among these revered institutions stands Club Defensores de Salto, a club 
with a rich heritage and a passionate fanbase. Known affectionately as "El 
Loro," this club has etched its name into the annals of Argentine fútbol with                                            
an enduring legacy.
 Club Defensores de Salto, nestled in the picturesque city of Salto in 
the Buenos Aires Province, is more than just a fútbol club; it is a symbol of local 
pride and tradition. There are 4 major clubs in the city of Salto, and they stand 
as one of two clubs that celebrated their 100-year-anniversary. The intriguing 
moniker "El Loro" (The Parrot) has a captivating origin story. As the club was in 
its infancy, a group of ardent fans would flock to matches, bringing with them 
a live parrot. This colorful bird, with its ability to squawk and mimic the cheers 
and chants of the fans, created a unique and unforgettable atmosphere. Over 
time, the parrot became an emblem of the club, and the nickname "El Loro" 
was born, forever intertwining the club's identity with this feathered friend.
 Like the heartbeat of any fútbol club, Defensores de Salto has 
experienced its fair share of peaks and valleys throughout its storied history. 
The club has celebrated numerous successes across various divisions of 
Argentine fútbol, earning the admiration of fans and respect from rivals. 
Championship victories and promotions have been moments of euphoria, 
etching unforgettable memories in the hearts of supporters. They, for the 
most part, have been in the 4th division, and while relegation is easy, they 
have pushed and found themselves a promotion. However, the journey has 
not been without its setbacks. Relegation battles, financial hardships, and the 
challenges of maintaining a competitive edge have tested the mettle of the 
club and its loyal fanbase. 
 These triumphs and tribulations are a testament to the resilience 
and unwavering spirit that define Defensores de Salto. To truly grasp the 
importance of Club Defensores de Salto, one must delve into the broader 
cultural context of fútbol in Argentina. In this South American nation, fútbol 

transcends the boundaries of mere sport; it is a way of life, an integral 
part of national identity, and a canvas for artistic expression. Argentine 
fútbol is renowned for its passionate fans, virtuoso players, and          
iconic stadiums.
 Each weekend, millions of Argentines unite to watch matches, 
whether it be a local club clash like Defensores de Salto or international 
showdowns featuring the national team, La Albiceleste. Fútbol serves 
as a unifying force that defies social, economic, and political divisions, 
bringing people together in jubilation and camaraderie.
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In Argentina, fútbol is more than just a game; it is 
a reflection of the nation's soul, a manifestation 
of its fierce competitive spirit, and a tribute to 
its enduring romance with the beautiful game.

Club Defensores de Salto's significance extends beyond the pitch. 
It is a community hub, a place where generations gather to share their 
passion for fútbol. Families pass down their love for "El Loro" from one 
generation to the next, creating a sense of belonging and tradition that is 
deeply ingrained in the local culture.
 The club's legacy is not confined to its victories and defeats; it is 
also a testament to the dedication of its players, coaches, and supporters. 
The yellow and green colors of Defensores de Salto symbolize not only 
the club's history but also the hopes and dreams of the community               
it represents.
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Miles Away
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In the heart of New York City, there’s a haven for Liverpool FC 
enthusiasts—a spirited bar where the passion for fútbol transforms into 

a vibrant symphony. As the sun rose this morning, I stepped into this 
pulsating hub, alive with the shared energy of a family bound by their love 
for the game.
 The atmosphere was electric, a whirlwind of excitement as fans 
from every walk of life gathered to witness a clash of titans. Liverpool was 
taking on Manchester City, and the air crackled with anticipation. The bar 
pulsated with the rhythmic cadence of chants, each cheer echoing the 
collective heartbeat of the crowd.

Am
idst the sea of red jerseys and scarves, 

friendships w
ere forged in the heat of the 

m
om

ent, and strangers becam
e allies in 

the nam
e of their beloved team

. Th
e air 

w
as thick w

ith cam
araderie, and the w

alls 
reverberated w

ith the joyous uproar of 
every goal and near m

iss.
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In those moments, worries and stresses evaporated, replaced by a 
shared euphoria that united everyone present. It wasn’t just a fútbol 
game; it was a celebration of community, a testament to the unifying power 
of sports. As the final whistle blew, the cheers and applause lingered in 
the air, a reminder that, in this bustling corner of the city, fútbol isn’t just a 
sport—it’s a way of life, and the vibrant spirit of Liverpool FC lives on, even 
3000 miles away from Anfield.
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In a world where the true value of fútbol has been lost in the pursuit 
of financial gain and soulless glory, comes a team that may just be 

your new favorite after reading this piece. A team that holds the utmost 
respect for the culture and the unique standing of its borders among the 
world stage. Straddling the Pyrenees, the Basque country has married 
the cross-section between the south of France and the Spanish borders 
into a fútboling identity reflective of their nature.
 The formation of the club we know today blossomed into an 
early dynasty of post civil war Spanish fútbol. Jump forward about 3 
decades later and you have yourself what is to become the foundation 
of the present day - the world-renowned Lezama Academy. It is from 
the exploits that the principle of only fielding Basque-blooded players 
was developed and refined. And while other Basque-country clubs like 
Sociedad have themselves a strong crop of talent, it is this principle that 
makes Bilbao unique from any other side in the world of fútbol.
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The reason? Because they understand the importance of being from 
the Basque country. The fans accept that they may not have the world-
beaters in the squad, but what they lack in talent, they make up in passion. 
To wear the Athletic Bilbao jersey is to represent the people that come 
before you—to build a legacy.
 Perhaps it is this that gives the XI on the pitch that sense of drive to 
be the best, even if they’re always going to be considered the underdogs 
in today’s game where money rules atop of the European elite. To chase 
the glory that once was all those years ago.

Con cantera y afición, 
no hace falta importación.

The bedrock of Athletic Bilbao’s success 
may seem archaic and out of touch, but it 
is the reason why this side epitomizes the 
phrase “fútbol is for the people.”
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In a world where the true value of fútbol has been lost in the pursuit 
of financial gain and soulless glory, comes a team that may just be 

your new favorite after reading this piece. A team that holds the utmost 
respect for the culture and the unique standing of its borders among the 
world stage. Straddling the Pyrenees, the Basque country has married 
the cross-section between the south of France and the Spanish borders 
into a fútboling identity reflective of their nature.
 The formation of the club we know today blossomed into an 
early dynasty of post civil war Spanish fútbol. Jump forward about 3 
decades later and you have yourself what is to become the foundation 
of the present day - the world-renowned Lezama Academy. It is from 
the exploits that the principle of only fielding Basque-blooded players 
was developed and refined. And while other Basque-country clubs like 
Sociedad have themselves a strong crop of talent, it is this principle that 
makes Bilbao unique from any other side in the world of fútbol.
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Nestled along the rugged coast of the Black Sea in northeastern 
Turkey, the ancient city of Trabzon harbors a secret—a story of 

fútboling triumph that defies the conventional script. The year 2021/22 
witnessed a momentous transformation as Trabzonspor, an underdog 
club often cast in the shadow of Istanbul’s giants, emerged from a 38-
year Super Lig title drought. This victory, however, was more than just a 
championship; it was a reclamation of justice and a revival of dreams that 
had been deferred.
 For the devoted fans of Trabzonspor, the triumph carried the 
sweet taste of redemption, a sentiment deeply rooted in a tumultuous 
past. The Turkish Fútbol Scandal of 2010/11 had cast a dark cloud over 
the sport, with match-fixing allegations tarnishing its integrity. Amidst 
the chaos, Fenerbahce, one of Istanbul’s fútbol titans, held the title, an 
injustice that cut deep into the hearts of Trabzonspor’s faithful supporters. 
This injustice, like an unhealed wound, festered over the years, but the 
2021/22 victory acted as the much-needed balm, healing the scars and 
restoring a sense of fairness to the game.
 Trabzonspor’s path to the summit of Turkish fútbol was an 
arduous one, a narrative defined by resilience and redemption. In the 
1970s and 80s, they stood tall among the fútboling elite, a force to be 
reckoned with. However, the dawn of the 90s brought with it an exodus 
of talent, as European giants lured away the club’s brightest stars. The 
near-misses etched in the annals of Turkish fútbol history served as the 
crucible in which Trabzonspor’s character was forged. The agony of 
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losing the title in the final match of the 1995/96 season and the heart-
wrenching defeat to Fenerbahce in 2005 were chapters in a narrative of 
almost-there moments.
 These experiences were not setbacks but stepping stones, each 
setback serving as a catalyst for greater determination. They stoked the 
fires of resilience and fostered a fiery spirit that would ultimately lead to 
their triumphant moment in 2021/22.

The 2021/22 season embodied the spirit         
of revolution. The so-called rebels of Turkish 
fútbol, who had dared to challenge the 
established order, now stood triumphant. 
In an era dominated by financial might and 
historical pedigree, Trabzonspor’s triumph 
stood as a testament to the enduring power 
of passion, determination, and the pursuit             
of justice.
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 These experiences were not setbacks but stepping stones, each 
setback serving as a catalyst for greater determination. They stoked the 
fires of resilience and fostered a fiery spirit that would ultimately lead to 
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The words that characterized this real-life Cinderella story— disruptive, 
passion, and revenge—were not mere labels but the very essence of 
the club’s identity. These words encapsulated the raw emotions, the 
fierce struggles, and the ultimate triumph of Trabzonspor’s 2021/22                      
Super Lig campaign.
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The words that characterized this real-life Cinderella story— disruptive, 
passion, and revenge—were not mere labels but the very essence of 
the club’s identity. These words encapsulated the raw emotions, the 
fierce struggles, and the ultimate triumph of Trabzonspor’s 2021/22                      
Super Lig campaign.
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A Journey Through Fútbol:  
An Interview with Ogün Temizkanoğlu

INTERVIEWED BY ZEID JAOUNI OF EXTRA TIME MAGAZINE AND NING CHOI OF AESTHETICFUTBOL
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In the world of Turkish fútbol, there are names that transcend the 
boundaries of clubs and rivalries, embodying the essence of passion, 

dedication, and excellence. Ogün Temizkanoğlu is one such name, 
a fútboling legend who had the rare honor of representing both 
Trabzonspor and Fenerbahçe during his illustrious career.
 In this exclusive interview, Ogün Temizkanoğlu takes us on 
a captivating journey through his fútboling life, sharing insights, 
memories, and experiences that provide a unique perspective on the 
beautiful game. From the challenges of wearing the captain’s armband 
for two iconic clubs to the enduring friendships forged in the locker 
room, Ogün’s story is one of dedication, teamwork, and love for the sport.
 As we delve into the interview, Ogün reflects on his role in nurturing 
the friendly rivalry between Trabzonspor and Fenerbahçe, emphasizing 
the importance of both clubs in Turkish fútbol’s vibrant tapestry. He also 
opens up about his time with the national team, highlighting memorable 
moments and the influence of legendary coach Fatih Terim.
 Beyond his playing days, Ogün Temizkanoğlu continues to 
contribute to Turkish fútbol, sharing his knowledge and experiences as 
a coach and media personality. He offers invaluable advice to young 
players, reminding them that fútbol is not just about fame and fortune 
but also about passion and perseverance.
 Join us as we embark on this remarkable journey with Ogün 
Temizkanoğlu, a true fútboling icon whose story is a testament to the 
enduring love for the game.

Extra Time Magazine: Türkiye’nin 
en ikonik kulüplerinden ikisi olan 
Trabzonspor ve F.Bahçe’de oynama 
ayrıcalığına sahip oldunuz. Bu 
iki tutkulu hayran kitlesini temsil 
etmenin benzersiz deneyimlerini ve 
zorluklarını paylaşabilir misiniz?
Ogün Temizkanoğlu: Bu büyük iki 
camianın içinde yer almak, hem de 
yıllar boyunca kaptanlıklarını yapmak 
tarif edilemez bir onurdu. Her iki 
büyük kulübü de en büyük noktasında 
temsil etmenin tabii ki zorlukları da 
oluyor, özellikle konu kulüplere her 
daim tutkuyla bağlı olan taraftarlara 
geldiğinde. Taraftarların en büyük 
isteği başarılı olmakla beraber arma 
için verilen mücadeleyi görmek. 
Kariyerim boyunca çıktığım her maçta 
elimden gelenin her zaman en iyisini 
verdiğim için bu konuda içim oldukça 
rahat.

Extra Time Magazine: You’ve had 
the privilege of playing for both 
Trabzonspor and Fenerbahçe, two of 
Turkey’s most iconic clubs. Can you 
share the unique experiences and 
challenges of representing these two 
passionate fan bases?
Ogün Temizkanoğlu: It was an 
indescribable honor to be a part of 
these two great communities and 
to serve as their captains for years. 
Of course, representing both big 
clubs at their biggest level comes 
with its challenges, especially when 
it comes to the fans who have always 
been passionately loyal to the clubs. 
The biggest wish of the fans is to 
see the struggle for the coat of 
arms, as well as being successful.  
I feel very comfortable about this as 
I have always given my best in every 
match I have played throughout  
my career.

“The biggest wish of 
the fans is to see the 
struggle for the coat 
of arms, as well as 
being successful.”
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Of course, representing both big 
clubs at their biggest level comes 
with its challenges, especially when 
it comes to the fans who have always 
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ETM: Trabzonspor recently won the 
Turkish League title. How does your 
connection to both Trabzonspor 
and Fenerbahçe influence your 
perspective on their rivalry and 
achievements?
OT: This league needs both 
Trabzonspor and Fenerbahçe. No 
matter how fierce the rivalry is, it is a 
friendly rivalry, and it should be that 
way. I fully support both clubs I serve.

ETM: The bond among players is often 
crucial to the success of any top 
team. Who were some of your closest 
teammates, and can you share any 
locker room stories that fans might 
not know of?
OT: The friendships I made during the 
years I played in the national team, 
Trabzonspor and Fenerbahçe still 
continue. I have kept in touch with my 
dear friends such as Tugay Kerimoğlu, 
Sergen Yalçın, Oktay Derelioğlu, 
Hakan Ünsal, Orhan Çokırıkçı, Soner 
Boz, Rüştü Recber... and many more. 
As for the locker room memories... 
That’s a privacy zone. What happens 
there should stay there... However, I 
can say that we have many fun and 
unforgettable memories.

ETM: Trabzonspor yakın zamanda 
Türkiye Ligi şampiyonluğunu 
kazandı Hem Trabzonspor’la hem de 
Fenerbahce’yle bağlantınız onların 
rekabetine ve başarılarına bakış 
açınızı nasıl etkiliyor?
OT: Bu ligin hem Trabzonspor’a hem 
Fenerbahçe’ye ihtiyacı var. Aradaki 
rekabet ne kadar ateşli olsa da dostluk 
rekabetidir, öyle olmalıdır. Ben hizmet 
ettiğim iki kulübü de sonuna kadar 
destekliyorum.

ETM: Oyuncular arasındaki bağ çoğu 
zaman üst düzey bir takımın başarısı 
için çok önemlidir. En yakın takım 
arkadaşlarınızdan bazıları kimlerdi 
ve taraftarların bilmeyebileceği 
soyunma odası hikayelerini 
paylaşabilir misiniz?
OT: Ben hâlen daha gerek Milli takım’da 
gerekse Trabzonspor’da gerekse 
Fenerbahçe’de oynadığım yıllarda 
kurduğum arkadaşlıklar hâlen devam 
ediyor. Tugay Kerimoğlu, Sergen 
Yalçın, Oktay Derelioğlu, Hakan Ünsal, 
Orhan Çıkırıkçı, Soner Boz, Rüştü 
Recber... ve birçok daha değerli 
dostlarımla irtibatımı kesmedim. 
Soyunma odası anılarına gelince... 
Orası mahremiyet bölgesi. Orada 
olanlar orada kalmalıdır... Ancak çok 
eğlenceli ve unutulmaz anılarımızın 
olduğunu söyleyebilirim.
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Fenerbahce’yle bağlantınız onların 
rekabetine ve başarılarına bakış 
açınızı nasıl etkiliyor?
OT: Bu ligin hem Trabzonspor’a hem 
Fenerbahçe’ye ihtiyacı var. Aradaki 
rekabet ne kadar ateşli olsa da dostluk 
rekabetidir, öyle olmalıdır. Ben hizmet 
ettiğim iki kulübü de sonuna kadar 
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ve taraftarların bilmeyebileceği 
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paylaşabilir misiniz?
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Orhan Çıkırıkçı, Soner Boz, Rüştü 
Recber... ve birçok daha değerli 
dostlarımla irtibatımı kesmedim. 
Soyunma odası anılarına gelince... 
Orası mahremiyet bölgesi. Orada 
olanlar orada kalmalıdır... Ancak çok 
eğlenceli ve unutulmaz anılarımızın 
olduğunu söyleyebilirim.
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ETM: F.Bahçe’nin köklü bir tarihi 
ve tutkulu taraftarı var. F.Bahçe’de 
geçirdiğiniz süreye dair en güzel 
anılarınız ve deneyimleriniz nelerdir ve 
kulüp kariyerinizi nasıl şekillendirdi?
OT: Fenerbahçe’ye transfer sürecim 
biraz ani ve beklenmedik oldu. Ancak 
bu kulübe geldiğim ilk günden itibaren 
adeta büyülenmiştim. Bir oyuncu 
olarak kendinizi büyük camiada kabul 
ettirmeniz gerçekten zor bir görevdir 
ancak kısa bir süre içerisinde kaptanlığa 
eriştiğim bu kulüpte yaşadığım 
şampiyonlukla da bambaşka bir onur 
ve deneyim yaşadım.

ETM: Lig şampiyonluğu kazanmak 
takım çalışması, yetenek ve stratejinin 
birleşimini gerektirir. Fenerbahçe gibi 
üst düzey bir Türk kulübünde başarılı 
bir sezona hazırlanmanın perde 
arkasını paylaşabilir misiniz?
OT: Takım olgusunu oluşturabilmek 
sadece saha içerisinde yaptığınız 
antrenmanlar ile değil, sahanın 
dışında da gösterdiğiniz sevgi, 
saygı ve birbirimizi tamamlayan 
samimiyet içerisindeki duygulardır. 
Zorlu kamplardan, antrenmanlardan 
önce kendimize hedef koyup o 
hedef doğrultusunda çalışmalarımızı 
sürdürmemiz bize başarıyı getirdi.

ETM: Fenerbahçe has a storied 
history and passionate supporters. 
What are some of your fondest 
memories and experiences from your 
time at Fenerbahçe, and how has the 
club-shaped your career?
OT: My transfer to Fenerbahçe was a 
bit sudden and unexpected. However, 
from the first day I came to this club, I 
was fascinated. As a player, it is a really 
difficult task to establish yourself in the 
big community, but I had a completely 
different honor and experience with 
the championship I won in this club, 
where I became the captain in a       
short time.

ETM: Winning a league title involves 
a combination of teamwork, talent, 
and strategy. Can you share insights 
into the behind-the-scenes aspects 
of preparing for a successful season 
at a top Turkish club like Fenerbahçe?
OT: Creating the team concept is not 
only the training you do on the field, 
but also the love, respect and sincerity 
you show off the field, and the feelings 
of sincerity that complement each 
other. Setting a goal for ourselves 
before difficult camps, training, and 
continuing to work towards that goal 
brought us success.

ETM: Uluslararası kariyerinize bir 
dokunuş olarak, UEFA Euro 2000 
turnuvasında ezici bir İtalya takımına 
karşı kaptan olarak oynadınız. O 
deneyimin nasıl olduğunu hatırlıyor 
musun? O güne ait herhangi bir özel 
anı aklınıza geliyor mu?
OT: Milli takım kaptanlık onuru 1996’da 
İngiltere’de gerçekleşen Avrupa 
Şampiyonası’nda bir maç öncesi Fatih 
Terim hocamız ile başladı. Adeta bir 
yıldızlar karması olan Milli Takımımız ile 
Avrupa 2000 Şampiyonası’na giderken 
başarılı bir grafik çizeceğimizden 
tüm oyuncular ile birlikte yüksek bir 
inancımız vardı. İtalya maçına gelirsek, 
beni en mutlu eden unsur İtalya’ya 
karşı Avrupa Şampiyonası’nda gol 
atmamızdı çünkü benim bir sloganım 
vardı; ‘İlk gol, ilk puan, ve ilk galibiyet.’ 
Tam da düşündüklerim gerçekleşti ve 
o turnuvada çeyrek finale ulaştık.

ETM: To touch on your international 
career, you played in the UEFA Euro 
2000 tournament as captain against 
a juggernaut Italy side. Do you 
remember what that experience was 
like? Do any particular memories of 
that day spring to mind?
OT: The honor of captaining the 
national team started with our coach 
Fatih Terim before a match at the 
European Championship held in 
England in 1996. We, along with all the 
players, had high confidence that we 
would have a successful performance 
going to the European 2000 
Championship with our National Team, 
which was almost a mix of stars. As for 
the Italy match, the thing that made me 
happiest was that we scored against 
them in the European Championship 
because I had a slogan; ‘First goal, 
first point, and first win.’ Exactly what 
I thought came true and we reached 
the quarter-finals of that tournament.

“We scored against 
Italy in the European 
C h a m p i o n s h i p . . . 
& we reached the 
quarter-finals of that 
tournament.”
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bir sezona hazırlanmanın perde 
arkasını paylaşabilir misiniz?
OT: Takım olgusunu oluşturabilmek 
sadece saha içerisinde yaptığınız 
antrenmanlar ile değil, sahanın 
dışında da gösterdiğiniz sevgi, 
saygı ve birbirimizi tamamlayan 
samimiyet içerisindeki duygulardır. 
Zorlu kamplardan, antrenmanlardan 
önce kendimize hedef koyup o 
hedef doğrultusunda çalışmalarımızı 
sürdürmemiz bize başarıyı getirdi.

ETM: Fenerbahçe has a storied 
history and passionate supporters. 
What are some of your fondest 
memories and experiences from your 
time at Fenerbahçe, and how has the 
club-shaped your career?
OT: My transfer to Fenerbahçe was a 
bit sudden and unexpected. However, 
from the first day I came to this club, I 
was fascinated. As a player, it is a really 
difficult task to establish yourself in the 
big community, but I had a completely 
different honor and experience with 
the championship I won in this club, 
where I became the captain in a       
short time.

ETM: Winning a league title involves 
a combination of teamwork, talent, 
and strategy. Can you share insights 
into the behind-the-scenes aspects 
of preparing for a successful season 
at a top Turkish club like Fenerbahçe?
OT: Creating the team concept is not 
only the training you do on the field, 
but also the love, respect and sincerity 
you show off the field, and the feelings 
of sincerity that complement each 
other. Setting a goal for ourselves 
before difficult camps, training, and 
continuing to work towards that goal 
brought us success.

ETM: Uluslararası kariyerinize bir 
dokunuş olarak, UEFA Euro 2000 
turnuvasında ezici bir İtalya takımına 
karşı kaptan olarak oynadınız. O 
deneyimin nasıl olduğunu hatırlıyor 
musun? O güne ait herhangi bir özel 
anı aklınıza geliyor mu?
OT: Milli takım kaptanlık onuru 1996’da 
İngiltere’de gerçekleşen Avrupa 
Şampiyonası’nda bir maç öncesi Fatih 
Terim hocamız ile başladı. Adeta bir 
yıldızlar karması olan Milli Takımımız ile 
Avrupa 2000 Şampiyonası’na giderken 
başarılı bir grafik çizeceğimizden 
tüm oyuncular ile birlikte yüksek bir 
inancımız vardı. İtalya maçına gelirsek, 
beni en mutlu eden unsur İtalya’ya 
karşı Avrupa Şampiyonası’nda gol 
atmamızdı çünkü benim bir sloganım 
vardı; ‘İlk gol, ilk puan, ve ilk galibiyet.’ 
Tam da düşündüklerim gerçekleşti ve 
o turnuvada çeyrek finale ulaştık.

ETM: To touch on your international 
career, you played in the UEFA Euro 
2000 tournament as captain against 
a juggernaut Italy side. Do you 
remember what that experience was 
like? Do any particular memories of 
that day spring to mind?
OT: The honor of captaining the 
national team started with our coach 
Fatih Terim before a match at the 
European Championship held in 
England in 1996. We, along with all the 
players, had high confidence that we 
would have a successful performance 
going to the European 2000 
Championship with our National Team, 
which was almost a mix of stars. As for 
the Italy match, the thing that made me 
happiest was that we scored against 
them in the European Championship 
because I had a slogan; ‘First goal, 
first point, and first win.’ Exactly what 
I thought came true and we reached 
the quarter-finals of that tournament.

“We scored against 
Italy in the European 
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quarter-finals of that 
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ETM: Kariyeriniz boyunca farklı koçluk 
felsefelerine sahip farklı menajerlerin 
yanında oynadınız. Futbolcu olarak 
gelişiminizde en önemli etkiyi hangi 
teknik direktör yaptı ve onlardan ne 
gibi dersler aldınız?
OT: Kariyerim boyunca birçok değerli 
teknik direktörlerle çalıştım. Aralarında 
birinci sıraya koyabileceğim teknik 
direktör kesinlikle Fatih Terim. Fatih 
hoca bana Milli takımlarda ilk görev 
veren teknik direktördür. Fatih 
hocadan kazandığım deneyimleri 
geliştirerek daha da iyi bir noktaya 
gelmeye çalışıyorum.

ETM: Oyunculuk kariyerinizin 
ötesinde futbol endüstrisinin 
çeşitli alanlarında da yer aldınız. Şu 
anki göreviniz ve Türk futbolunu 
ve kültürünü geliştirmeye yönelik 
tutkulu olduğunuz girişimlerden 
bahseder misiniz?
OT: Aktif futbolculuk hayatım 
sonlandığı zaman itibaren hem 
teknik direktör olarak hem de spor 
medyasının farklı alanları içerisinde yer 
alarak bilgi ve birikimimi her daim Türk 
futbolunun gelişimi için paylaşmaya 
çalıştım. Bunu zaman zaman saha 
içerisinde zaman zaman ekran 
karşısında yapmaya devam ediyorum.

ETM: Throughout your career, you’ve 
played under different managers with 
distinct coaching philosophies. Which 
manager had the most significant 
impact on your development as a 
fútboler, and what lessons did you 
learn from them?
OT: I have worked with many valuable 
coaches throughout my career. The 
coach I can put first among them 
is definitely Fatih Terim. The coach, 
Fatih, is the first coach to give me a 
job in the national team. I am trying 
to get to a better stage by improving 
the experiences I gained from Fatih’s 
teachings.

ETM: Beyond your playing career, 
you’ve also been involved in various 
aspects of the fútbol industry. Can 
you tell us about your current role 
and any initiatives you’re passionate 
about that aim to improve Turkish 
fútbol or its culture?
OT: Since my active fútbol career 
ended, I have always tried to share my 
knowledge and experience for the 
development of Turkish fútbol, both as 
a coach and by taking part in different 
areas of sports media. I continue to do 
this from time to time on the field and 
sometimes in front of the screen.

ETM: Hakkınızda pek çok insanın 
bilmediği ilginç gerçekler var mı?
OT: Bu soru için uzunca düşündüm 
fakat yok, çünkü ben kartlarımı açık 
oynuyorum.

ETM: Son olarak genel bir not olarak, 
futbolun iniş ve çıkışlarını yaşamış 
biri olarak hem saha içi hem de saha 
dışı açıdan başarılı bir kariyere sahip 
olmak isteyen genç oyunculara ne 
gibi tavsiyelerde bulunursunuz?
OT: Genç oyunculara tavsiyem, bu 
mesleği sevmeleri ve sürekli eksik 
taraflarını geliştirmeleri. Bu mesleğin 
sadece ışıltılı tarafına yoğunlaşmak 
gençlerimizin son yıllarda yaptığı 
hataların başında geliyor. Futbol, 
kazanılan paralardan, yıldız olma 
isteğinden çok daha fazlası. Futbol bir 
tutku, futbol bir mücadele.

ETM: Any interesting facts about you 
that not many people know?
OT: I thought about this question for a 
long time, but no, because I’m playing 
my cards open.

ETM: To end off on a general note, as 
someone who has experienced the 
highs and lows of fútbol, what advice 
would you give to young players 
aspiring to have a successful career 
considering both the on-field and 
off-field aspects?
OT: My advice to young players is to 
love this profession and constantly 
improve their shortcomings. 
Concentrating only on the bright 
side of this profession is one of the 
mistakes our young people have 
made in recent years. Fútbol is much 
more than the money earned and the 
desire to be a star. Fútbol is  a passion, 
fútbol is a struggle.

“Since my active 
fútbol career ended, 
I have always tried to 
share my knowledge 
and experience for 
the development of 
Turkish fútbol.”
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yanında oynadınız. Futbolcu olarak 
gelişiminizde en önemli etkiyi hangi 
teknik direktör yaptı ve onlardan ne 
gibi dersler aldınız?
OT: Kariyerim boyunca birçok değerli 
teknik direktörlerle çalıştım. Aralarında 
birinci sıraya koyabileceğim teknik 
direktör kesinlikle Fatih Terim. Fatih 
hoca bana Milli takımlarda ilk görev 
veren teknik direktördür. Fatih 
hocadan kazandığım deneyimleri 
geliştirerek daha da iyi bir noktaya 
gelmeye çalışıyorum.

ETM: Oyunculuk kariyerinizin 
ötesinde futbol endüstrisinin 
çeşitli alanlarında da yer aldınız. Şu 
anki göreviniz ve Türk futbolunu 
ve kültürünü geliştirmeye yönelik 
tutkulu olduğunuz girişimlerden 
bahseder misiniz?
OT: Aktif futbolculuk hayatım 
sonlandığı zaman itibaren hem 
teknik direktör olarak hem de spor 
medyasının farklı alanları içerisinde yer 
alarak bilgi ve birikimimi her daim Türk 
futbolunun gelişimi için paylaşmaya 
çalıştım. Bunu zaman zaman saha 
içerisinde zaman zaman ekran 
karşısında yapmaya devam ediyorum.

ETM: Throughout your career, you’ve 
played under different managers with 
distinct coaching philosophies. Which 
manager had the most significant 
impact on your development as a 
fútboler, and what lessons did you 
learn from them?
OT: I have worked with many valuable 
coaches throughout my career. The 
coach I can put first among them 
is definitely Fatih Terim. The coach, 
Fatih, is the first coach to give me a 
job in the national team. I am trying 
to get to a better stage by improving 
the experiences I gained from Fatih’s 
teachings.

ETM: Beyond your playing career, 
you’ve also been involved in various 
aspects of the fútbol industry. Can 
you tell us about your current role 
and any initiatives you’re passionate 
about that aim to improve Turkish 
fútbol or its culture?
OT: Since my active fútbol career 
ended, I have always tried to share my 
knowledge and experience for the 
development of Turkish fútbol, both as 
a coach and by taking part in different 
areas of sports media. I continue to do 
this from time to time on the field and 
sometimes in front of the screen.

ETM: Hakkınızda pek çok insanın 
bilmediği ilginç gerçekler var mı?
OT: Bu soru için uzunca düşündüm 
fakat yok, çünkü ben kartlarımı açık 
oynuyorum.

ETM: Son olarak genel bir not olarak, 
futbolun iniş ve çıkışlarını yaşamış 
biri olarak hem saha içi hem de saha 
dışı açıdan başarılı bir kariyere sahip 
olmak isteyen genç oyunculara ne 
gibi tavsiyelerde bulunursunuz?
OT: Genç oyunculara tavsiyem, bu 
mesleği sevmeleri ve sürekli eksik 
taraflarını geliştirmeleri. Bu mesleğin 
sadece ışıltılı tarafına yoğunlaşmak 
gençlerimizin son yıllarda yaptığı 
hataların başında geliyor. Futbol, 
kazanılan paralardan, yıldız olma 
isteğinden çok daha fazlası. Futbol bir 
tutku, futbol bir mücadele.

ETM: Any interesting facts about you 
that not many people know?
OT: I thought about this question for a 
long time, but no, because I’m playing 
my cards open.

ETM: To end off on a general note, as 
someone who has experienced the 
highs and lows of fútbol, what advice 
would you give to young players 
aspiring to have a successful career 
considering both the on-field and 
off-field aspects?
OT: My advice to young players is to 
love this profession and constantly 
improve their shortcomings. 
Concentrating only on the bright 
side of this profession is one of the 
mistakes our young people have 
made in recent years. Fútbol is much 
more than the money earned and the 
desire to be a star. Fútbol is  a passion, 
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AAmerican players have often found themselves in the shadows of 
their European counterparts. But one name has been steadily breaking 

barriers and changing the game, not just in the United States but on a global 
stage– Christian Pulisic. Pulisic’s meteoric rise to glory and his extraordinary 
accomplishments have inspired countless fútbol lovers and young talents 
across the nation. He is a game-changer, a trailblazer who has set his sights 
on glory, pushing the limits, and leaving an indelible mark on the sport.
 Christian Pulisic’s journey to becoming a fútbol sensation is nothing 
short of remarkable. Born in Hershey, Pennsylvania, in 1998, Pulisic’s love for 
the game was evident from a young age. He honed his skills with dedication 
and relentless hard work, catching the attention of scouts and coaches along 
the way.

 In 2016, at the age of 17, Pulisic made his debut for Borussia 
Dortmund, one of Germany’s top clubs. This marked the beginning of 
his ascent to stardom. He quickly became a key player for the team, 
showcasing his exceptional speed, dribbling ability, and playmaking 
skills. His success in the Bundesliga was a beacon of hope for American 
fútbol, proving that young talents from the U.S. could compete at the 
highest level.
 Pulisic’s journey reached new heights when he joined Chelsea 
FC in the Premier League in 2019. His impact was felt immediately as 
he became an integral part of the team. In May 2021, Christian Pulisic 
achieved a historic milestone by becoming the first American to play 
in the UEFA Champions League final. The world watched in awe as he 
contributed to Chelsea’s victory over Manchester City, securing the 
coveted Champions League title.
 This achievement was not just a personal triumph; it was a moment 
of pride for American fútbol fans and aspiring players. Pulisic’s success on 
the European stage shattered the notion that American players couldn’t 
compete with the best in the world.
 One of the most significant aspects of Christian Pulisic’s journey is 
the inspiration he provides to young fútbol enthusiasts across the United 
States. He has become a role model for countless kids who dream of 
emulating his success. Pulisic’s story teaches them that with talent, hard 
work, and unwavering determination, they too can achieve their dreams, 
regardless of where they come from.
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Pulisic’s commitment to his craft and his relentless pursuit of excellence 
serve as a testament to the values of dedication and perseverance. 
He embodies the idea that success is not given but earned through 
relentless effort and resilience. Young players look up to him not only for 
his skills on the field but also for his humility and sportsmanship off it.
 Christian Pulisic’s journey is far from over. He continues to push 
the limits of his abilities and strives for even greater glory. As he aims to 
make an impact in Europe and on the international stage with the U.S. 
Men’s National Team, his legacy as a trailblazer in American fútbol is 
already firmly established.
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OffsideThe

Trap Serving lighthearted takes on the beautiful game.

We tasked AI with creating images depicting fans 
of fútbol clubs, jubilantly perched atop their group 
tables in the UEFA Champions League 2023/2024.
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Arsenal Real Madrid
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Real Sociadad Atlético de Madrid
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Borussia Dortmund Manchester City
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Borussia Dortmund Manchester City
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FC Barcelona
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The beautiful game, the best sport in the world and the most watched. My 
name is Ivan Rivera, I am a Portland, Oregon based photographer. I have 10 
years of experience in many fields of photography. Just this past year I was 
blessed to be able to cover most of the Portland Timbers games. What an 
experience it’s been to be able to see the game from a different point of view. 
I still remember that first feeling stepping onto the sidelines of the field 
and living the moment.

My goal as a fútbol photographer in the United States is to showcase the 
beauty of it. How passionate and exciting this sport is. It brings many people 
from many different countries together for 90 plus minutes. Because fútbol       
is international.

Website: hmirnw.com Instagram: @hmir__

SOCCERTES
SOC·CER·TES

Example of SOCCERTES in a Sentence
They wanted to be the best dressed in the city.
So they went and bought SOCCERTES. 
At SOCCERTESNEWYORK.COM

1: A clothing brand at the intersection of sport, culture,
and fashion.
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/sAHkUHRteeZ/
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“Gloriously Chaotic” brings you six captivating stories 
that highlight the thrilling journeys of clubs and players 
who have risen to the pinnacle of the beautiful game 
of fútbol. Explore the unpredictability, passion, and 
history of fútbol like never before as we unravel these 
captivating narratives amidst the chaos and glory of 
the sport.


