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COLLABORATIVE STORYTELLING 

OBJECTIVE:  

To engage your creativity through collaborative storytelling, where each 
group member contributes to a collective narrative. This activity 
emphasizes how creativity evolves through collaboration, exploring how 
different voices shape the story's development. 

Purpose of this Activity: This activity allows you to explore how creativity 
can emerge through collaboration. By writing a story together, you will see 
how different perspectives and ideas shape the development of a 
narrative, leading to unexpected and creative outcomes. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
● Form Groups: 

○ You will work in groups of 3-4 students. Each group will 
collaboratively write a short story. 

 
● Assign Roles: 

○ Decide how your group will structure the collaboration: 
■ Story Starter: One person will begin the story by writing 

the first paragraph. 
■ Story Builders: Each person will then take turns adding to 

the story, continuing from where the last person left off. 
Everyone must contribute at least one paragraph. 

■ Story Closer: The last person will finish the story with a 
conclusion that ties the narrative together. 

 
● Create a Story Outline (Optional): 

○ To help guide the collaborative process, your group may 
choose to brainstorm a loose outline before starting the 
writing. Discuss possible themes, characters, or genres for the 
story (e.g., mystery, fantasy, or drama). However, the details of 
the story should unfold naturally as each person writes their 
part. 

 
● Add a Creative Twist: 

○ As you take turns contributing to the story, challenge 
yourselves to introduce unexpected elements. These could be 
plot twists, changes in setting, or the introduction of new 
characters. The goal is to allow your creativity to build on each 
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other’s ideas, resulting in a dynamic, evolving narrative. 
 
● Ensure Cohesion: 

○ While each group member adds their creative touch, try to 
maintain cohesion throughout the story. The narrative should 
flow smoothly, and the characters, plot, and themes should 
develop logically, even with the creative twists. 

 
● Write a Reflection: 

○ Once the story is complete, each group member will write a 
brief individual reflection (1-2 paragraphs) addressing the 
following: 

■ How did the collaborative process affect the story’s 
development? 

■ How did working with others influence your own 
creativity and ideas? 

■ What challenges did you face in building on other 
people’s contributions, and how did you overcome them? 

 
● Present Your Story: 

○ Be prepared to share your group’s story with the class. During 
your presentation, explain how the collaborative process 
shaped the story and highlight any significant creative twists or 
challenges. 

 
● Class Discussion: 

○ After the presentations, we will discuss: 
■ How collaboration influences creativity in storytelling. 
■ The advantages and challenges of writing with multiple 

voices. 
■ How unexpected elements can drive creative storytelling. 
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COLLABORATIVE STORYTELLING REFLECTION 

NAME: ___________________________________ 

GROUP MEMBERS: ___________________________________ 

STORY TITLE: ___________________________________ 

DATE: ___________________________________ 
 

PART 1: THE COLLABORATIVE PROCESS 

1. How did your group approach the storytelling process? 
(Describe how your group started the story, how you added to it, and 
how the story evolved.) 
 

 

 

 

2. What was your role in the story creation? 
(Describe your specific contribution to the story and how you built on 
others’ ideas.) 
 

 

 

 

3. How did the collaborative process influence the direction of the 
story? 
(Did the story take any unexpected turns? How did different 
contributions affect the plot, characters, or themes?) 
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PART 2: CREATIVITY AND CHALLENGES 

4. How did collaboration enhance your creativity? 
(Explain how working with others helped generate new ideas or 
encouraged you to think in creative ways.) 
 

 

 

 

5. Did you face any challenges during the collaboration? 
(For example, did you find it difficult to build on someone else’s ideas 
or maintain cohesion in the story?) 
 

 

 

 

6. How did your group overcome these challenges? 
(Describe any strategies your group used to address challenges and 
keep the story cohesive.) 
 

 

 

 

PART 3: OVERALL REFLECTION 

7. What did you learn from this collaborative storytelling experience? 
(Think about how collaboration influences storytelling, creativity, and 
the development of new ideas.) 
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8. What would you do differently in future collaborative writing 
projects? 
(Reflect on what you could improve or how you might approach 
collaboration in the future.) 
 

 

 

 

 

PART 4: FINAL THOUGHTS 

9. How did you feel about the final story your group created? 
(Did it turn out the way you expected? Why or why not?) 
 

 

 

 

10. What was the most creative aspect of your group’s story? 
(Identify a key moment, plot twist, or character development that 
stood out as especially creative.) 
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CREATIVE NONFICTION 
OBJECTIVE:  

To explore how creativity can be used in nonfiction by reimagining a real 
historical event or literary moment. You will write a creative nonfiction 
piece that stays true to factual details but incorporates imaginative 
elements to bring the narrative to life. 

Purpose of this Activity: This activity allows you to explore how creativity 
can be applied to nonfiction writing. By reimagining a real historical event 
or literary moment, you will gain a deeper understanding of how facts and 
imagination can work together to create a compelling narrative. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Select a Historical Event or Literary Moment: 

○ Choose a real historical event or significant moment from a 
literary text we’ve studied (e.g., the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence or a key scene from The Odyssey). 

○ Your task is to retell this event or moment through creative 
nonfiction, using factual details while incorporating 
imaginative and descriptive elements to enhance the narrative. 

 
2. Research the Event or Moment: 

○ Ensure you have a clear understanding of the facts surrounding 
the event or moment you’ve chosen. For historical events, 
research the key people involved, the setting, and the 
outcomes. For literary moments, revisit the scene and ensure 
you understand its significance. 

○ Take notes on any details you find important or interesting. 
 

3. Write Your Creative Nonfiction Piece: 
○ Narrative Style: Write your piece as a creative nonfiction 

narrative. This means you should remain faithful to the factual 
details but bring the story to life with vivid descriptions, 
dialogue, and imaginative touches. You are telling the story as 
if you were there, observing the event firsthand. 

○ Perspective: Choose a point of view that offers a fresh 
perspective. You can write from the point of view of a 
bystander, a minor character, or even as yourself, imagining 
you were present during the event. 
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○ Descriptive Details: Use rich, sensory descriptions to make the 
event or moment feel real to the reader. Include emotions, 
sounds, sights, and textures that bring the scene to life. 

 
4. Focus on Creativity and Accuracy: 

○ While you are encouraged to be imaginative in your retelling, 
remember to stay true to the factual elements of the event or 
moment. Your creativity should enhance the truth, not alter it. 

 
5. Write a Reflection: 

○ After completing your creative nonfiction piece, write a brief 
reflection (1-2 paragraphs) on the following: 

■ How did using creativity enhance your understanding or 
portrayal of the real event or literary moment? 

■ What challenges did you face in balancing creativity with 
accuracy? 

 
6. Share Your Work: 

○ Be prepared to share your creative nonfiction piece with the 
class. During your presentation, explain your creative choices 
and how they helped you bring the event or moment to life. 

 
7. Class Discussion: 

○ After the presentations, we will discuss: 
■ How creativity can be used in nonfiction to make real 

events or literary moments more engaging. 
■ The balance between staying true to facts and using 

imagination to enhance storytelling. 
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CREATIVE NONFICTION RUBRIC 

Criteria Excellent (7-8 
points) 

Good (5-6 points) Satisfactory (3-4 
points) 

Limited (1-2 
points) 

Creativity 
and 
Imagination 

Demonstrates 
exceptional 
creativity in 
reimagining the 
historical event or 
literary moment. 
The narrative is 
vivid, engaging, 
and offers a fresh, 
imaginative 
perspective while 
remaining 
connected to the 
factual details. 

Shows solid 
creativity in the 
retelling. The 
narrative is 
engaging and 
imaginative, but 
the perspective 
or creative 
elements may 
not be as bold or 
fully developed. 

Provides some 
creativity in the 
narrative, but the 
retelling may feel 
conventional or 
lack originality in 
certain areas. 

Shows little to no 
creativity in the 
retelling. The 
narrative is 
minimal, lacks 
imaginative 
elements, or 
closely follows the 
basic facts without 
creative 
interpretation. 

Accuracy 
and Use of 
Factual 
Details 

The narrative stays 
true to the factual 
details of the event 
or literary moment 
while skillfully 
integrating creative 
elements. All key 
facts are accurately 
portrayed. 

The narrative is 
mostly accurate, 
though some 
minor factual 
elements may be 
unclear or 
altered. The 
creative elements 
generally align 
with the facts. 

The narrative 
includes basic 
factual details but 
may miss or 
misinterpret 
important aspects 
of the event or 
literary moment. 
Creative elements 
may conflict with 
accuracy. 

The narrative 
shows little to no 
attention to 
factual accuracy. 
The creative 
elements 
overshadow the 
truth, or important 
factual details are 
missing or 
incorrect. 

Descriptive 
Writing and 
Engagement 

The writing is 
highly descriptive 
and engaging, with 
vivid imagery, 
emotions, and 
sensory details that 
bring the scene to 
life. The reader 
feels immersed in 
the event or 
moment. 

The writing is 
engaging and 
includes some 
descriptive 
elements, though 
certain details or 
emotions may 
not be as fully 
developed. The 
reader is 
generally 
engaged. 

The writing 
includes basic 
descriptions but 
lacks vivid 
imagery or 
emotional depth. 
The narrative may 
be clear but does 
not fully engage 
the reader. 

The writing is 
unclear or lacks 
descriptive details. 
The narrative fails 
to engage the 
reader, and there 
is little to no use of 
imagery or 
emotion. 

 
 


