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Unique Weatherby
Camilla Rifle Up For
Auction

PAGE 10B

KICKIN’
UP THEIR
BOOTS

SCI Past President John McLaurin,left, and President Jeff
BOOtS' Beer And Broadway Levels Up The Party Meyerl enjoyed an evening of Country music Wednesday
PAGE 7B evening at Jelly Roll's Goodnight Nashville Rooftop Bar.
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Hundreds of SCI members
enjoyed an evening of fun and
fellowship with fellow hunters

from around the world. Goodnight Nashville on Broadway is a saloon owned by

musician Jelly Roll featuring four floors of music and fun.
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THE EASIEST

WAY TO BUY
SUPPRESSORS
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YOU SHOP WE DO THE WE DELIVER TO
SUPPRESSORS. PAPERWORK. YOUR FRONT DOOR.

COME SEE US!
BOOTH #105
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TO GET STARTED VISIT SILENCERCENTRAL.COM

SUPPRESSORS ORDERED FROM YOUR HOME AND DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR.
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Blaser Brings

New Rifles To
Convention

The new Blaser R8 Professional 2.0 is the latest iteration of Blaser’s iconic
straight-pull rifle and features new performance additions like an optimized

vertical pistol grip.

New versions of the classic, The Mauser 98 Das Original will be on display at the
Blaser booth 1513.

laser Group will display two new

rifles — the state-of-the-art Blaser R8
Professional 2.0 straight-pull rifle and
the new Mauser 98 Das Original bolt-ac-
tion rifle — at the Safari Club Interna-
tional Convention.

Stop by booth 1513 to meet with the
team and see all of Blaser Group’s new
products, including the R8 Silence bar-
rel with integrated silencer and the
award-winning Sauer 505 bolt-action
rifle.

London-based John Rigby & Co. will
have its ultra-premium bespoke rifles
on display in booth 507 nearby, and Bla-
ser Safaris will be booking hunts at its
world-class properties in Namibia, Hun-
gary, Scotland and the Czech Republic,
among other countries.

“We are excited to share our newest
rifles — the Blaser R8 Professional 2.0
and Mauser 98 Das Original — with SCI
members during the show,” said Jason
Evans, CEO, Blaser Group.

The R8 Professional 2.0 is the latest it-
eration of Blaser’s iconic straight-pull ri-
fle and features numerous performance
additions that take it to a higher level.

“The new Mauser 98 Das Original is
truly an opportunity for attendees to
hold a piece of history in their hands,”
said Evans.

The Blaser Group is the official U.S.
importer for iconic German firearms
brands Blaser, Mauser and J.P. Sauer as
well as English gunmaker John Rigby &
Co., Minox optics and Liemke Thermal
Optics.

o
Jason Evans, CEO of the Blaser Group, shows one of the Das Original Mauser

rifles in the Blaser/Mauser booth 1513. New this year and on display at the booth
are the Das Original Mauser and Blaser R8 Professional 2.0 rifles.

Electronic Shooters Protection Displays Apex At Convention

lectronic Shooters Protection will

highlight its custom-fit digital hear-
ing protection, the ESP Apex, at booth
3236 at the SCI Convention.

Known throughout the industry sim-
ply as ESP, the company sets a standard
of performance, protection and per-
sonalization for hunters in the field.

The Apex uses real-time digital sound
processing to enhance natural ambient
sound while also suppressing harmful
impulse noise such as gunfire. The re-
sult: a 360-degree situational awareness
paired with hearing protection.

Whether tracking game in heavy cov-
er, sitting in a blind at dawn or commu-
nicating with a guide, the Apex delivers
lifelike, spatially accurate sound that

keeps you fully connected to your sur-
roundings.

At its core is an omni-directional mi-
crophone combined with advanced
environmental algorithms designed to
reproduce sound naturally and clear-
ly. Subtle game movement becomes
easier to detect. Conversations remain
crisp and intelligible. Directional cues
are preserved, allowing you to respond
with confidence in critical moments.

For challenging outdoor conditions,
the Apex features ESP’s Dynamic Wind
Noise Suppression system. This tech-
nology actively filters wind interfer-
ence, one of the most common obsta-
cles hunters face, ensuring clear audio
even in harsh environments.

Each unit is custom-molded for a pre-
cise, comfortable fit, allowing for ex-
tended wear without discomfort. ESP
devices can be professionally tuned to
your personal hearing profile, optimiz-
ing clarity and amplification based on
your specific needs.

In addition to its advanced technol-
ogy, ESP now offers expanded color
options across all models. Alongside
our classic colors of red, blue, black,
green, orange, tan and brown, we are
introducing clear, aqua, pink, purple
and yellow.

For a free fitting and to learn more
about exclusive show specials, visit
booth 3236.
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ESP Apex is a state-of-the-art hearing
protection and enhancement aid that

provides hunters with 360-degree
situational awareness.
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Win A Caribou Hunt
With Jim Shockey

nter for your chance to win an un-
forgettable caribou hunt this Octo-
ber in the Yukon with noted outdoors-
man Jim Shockey at his personal camp.
This exclusive trip offers breathtaking
wilderness, world class hunting opportu-
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nities, and a once in a lifetime experi-
ence alongside one of the most recog-
nized figures in the outdoor community.

Every entry directly supports SCI’s
Political Action Committee, SCI PAC,
which fuels efforts to back members of
Congress and candidates who champion
science-driven wildlife conservation and
the rights of hunters across the country.

The raffle entry is $100 per ticket. For
two entries and an SCI Pin, the cost is
$250 for three raffle entries, a Polo shirt
and a pin, the costis $500. The Premium
Tier entry is $1,000 for all of the above,
plus 10 raffle tickets.

Travel, airfare, and gratuities are not
included. Arrive Oct. 3 in Whitehorse,
Yukon. Layover day on Oct. 4; bush

flight Oct. 5, and

E E hunt on Oct. 6-12.

s Fly out Oct. 13.

il aak e T .:La-. iy
Yukon is one of Jim Shockey's

AUSTRALIAN BUFFALO HUNTERS

Graham Williams & ABH Team
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Our Life, Our Passion - Free Range Water Buffalo & Banteng
Graham Williams, PH 29 Years, Life Member SCI & IPHA

. 'I.'ri

. sCl Booth 2807
SEE US TODAY
www.buffalo577.com
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Cell +61 427577435 whatsapp
Email buffalo577@hotmail.com

Instagram graham williams buffalo hunter

OLD STYLE SAFARIS - ARNHEM LAND

favorite places in the world, and you
Scan the QR code hunt from his personal camp if you

E for more info or win. You'll also be supporting SCI's
k)

visit pay.sci-pac.org. advocacy efforts.

Wildscapes Travel, Tanzania
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THE EXTRAORDINARY.

Wildscapes Travel crafts extraordinary, one-of-a-kind journeys that transcend
the ordinary. We create immersive travel experiences that not only connect you
with the beauty and power of the natural world but also nurture deep, personal
connections with diverse cultures and landscapes. Whether you're embarking on
a bespoke safari in Africa, guided by expert naturalists and curated by renowned
artist John Banovich, or bringing the awe-inspiring spirit of the wild into your own
space through art, Wildscapes Travel helps you transform your perspective.

Every Wildscapes Travel adventure is meticulously tailored to your desires - luxury

accommodations, unparalleled access to nature, and unforgettable experiences -
designed to inspire and awaken your sense of wonder.

S WILDSCAPES —PBanovich—

www.wildscapestravel.com | www.johnbanovich.com

FAIR CHASE HUNTING
IN THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

SUPERB TROPHY
WHITETAIL & RECORD
BOOK EXOTICS

P. O. Box 308,. Leakey, Texas 78873
800-862-1887
www.buffalocreekranch.com

See us in BOOTH #928
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RYBERETTA

LEGACY FORGES TOMORROW
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X A Legacy Forged in Time
From the first sparks in 1526 to today's state-of-the-art factory, Beretta

celebrates 500 years of passion, precision, and perseverance. Five centuries of
craftsmanship have forged a legacy and the next chapter has only just begun.

BERETTASOO.COM
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ONLY THING STANDING BETWEEN HIM /\/ fj?
AND YOU IS WHAT'S STANDING HERE
FEDERAL 3)) m

‘There's no room for doubt when wu‘t‘a toe-to-toe with the planet's most deadly

‘animals. That's why Federal Premium® Safari is the only ammunition to combine |
‘the exclusive Gold Medal" primer with the hardest-hitting bullets, ta create } _
the most powerful, reliable loads available for dangerous game. Choose from the JAFAR| LZnomens
complete range of big bore cartridges. :
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Kickin’ Up Their Boots

Boots, Beer And Broadway Levels Up The Party

housands of SCI members con-

verged on Jelly Roll’s Goodnight
Nashville saloon on Wednesday evening
to enjoy a night of Country music, good
food, drinks and fellowship.

The bar has several levels, each with a
different character and flavor, and SCI
members — fresh from the Convention
up the road — thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.

“We love Wednesday nights at the
Convention,” said Chris Hastings, who
listened to music and auctions on Level
3. “I see great people from around the
world that we get to visit with while tell-
ing hunting stories.”

Hastings spent the evening among
friends, including Andrew Aloise and
wife, Jill Staley.

The fun continued until late as at-
tendees moved among the floors and
took a breath of fresh air at the famous
rooftop bar.

A delegation led by the Honorable
Rodney Sikumba of Zambia took advan-
tage of the amazing views of the Nash-
ville skyline from the rooftop bar.

Hon. Sikumba, a member of parlia-
ment and a founding member of the
Zambian Chapter of Safari Club Inter-
national, was recently named 2026 In-
ternational Legislator of the Year.

“This is wonderful,” said Hon. Sikum-

Andrew Aloise, from left, Chris Hastings and Jill Staley, met friends and enjoyed
music and auctions Wednesday on Level 3 of the Jelly Roll's Goodnight Nashville

Rooftop Bar.

ba. “We are having a very good time at
the Convention, meeting people and
enjoying Nashville.”

The fun continues tonight with Ad-

vocacy, Freedom and Yacht rock, 6:30
p-m., at the Karl F. Dean Ballroom in
the Music City Center. Go to safarclub.
org for tickets. — John Geiger

Everything
About Black
Bears

Learn about SCIF’s fascinating work
on North American carnivores and
Louisiana black bears, 9 a.m., Saturday,
at booth 3301.

Join SCIF’s Maria Davidson and state
wildlife agency leaders for the event.
Davidson works in the SCI Foundation’s
Conservation Department, focusing on
science based management and conser-
vation of large carnivores.

Stop by SCI Foundation’s booth to
meet her and learn more about current
research, stage agency issues, and the fu-
ture of North American carnivores.

DEFENDING YOUR
FREEDOM TO HUNT
AND PROMOTING
WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION
WORLDWIDE.

FIRST FOR HUNTERS®

Low Down On New Green Dot Turkey Sight

ortex introduced the Vortex Viper

Shotgun Enclosed Micro Red Dot
last year, and this year is offering a green-
dot option.

Green is easier for the eye to pick up
in the brighter light of daytime, espe-
cially in woodland settings. That makes
it better for quick-acquisition shooting.
The downside is that the green emitter
takes more battery life (but the CR2032
battery will last about 10,000 hours).

Also, red is known to be better in low-
light conditions.

In the end, it’s a personal preference
between green and red.

One thing both sights have going for
them is that they both mount directly
to the shotgun receiver. That way, the
sight’s profile is as low as it can possibly
be. It makes sure the recoil goes direct-
ly back and into your shoulder where it
should. And by having it lower on the
receiver, there’s a much better chance
you get a good cheek weld. That im-
proves repeatability and accuracy.

We tried it out during the 2025 turkey
season. It was good to shoot with such
a low sight, and the cheek weld was sol-
id. It’s hard to judge and measure felt
recoil accurately, but we were shooting

The Vortex Viper Enclosed Green Dot mounts directly to the receiver to reduce
felt recoil and improve cheek weld.

the gun just to shoot it for fun, which
is rare with a turkey gun. Most people
shoot it once to make sure it’s sighted in
and once at a turkey.

The first thing a hunter might ask is,
if you take your Weaver rail or Picatinny
rail off your gun to mount this scope,
how do I know it will fit my gun?

Most guns have their own pattern and
number of drilled and tapped screw
holes on the receiver. And there are
about five common screw depths among
popular shotgun models.

But Vortex created the sight so that
the mount is adjustable. They also in-
clude five different packets of mount-
ing screws, so it’s highly likely you can
mount this sight on your gun.

All these makes, and most of their
models, will accept this sight: Benel-
li, Beretta, Browning, Franchi, Ithaca,
Mossberg, Remington, Retay, Savage,
Stevens, Stoeger, Weatherby and Win-
chester, accounting for more than 50
models in all. You can go to vortexop-
tics.com to make sure your gun will.

The battery is easy to access on the
side of the sight. The sight weighs 2.14
ounces and is 4.86 inches long, includ-
ing the mounting base.

See Vortex products at booths 1545
and 1028.

Like the original red dot model, the
Viper Shotgun Enclosed Micro Green
Dot is available in two configurations:
3 MOA Green Dot and a Multi-Reticle
Green. MSRPs are $429 and $499.

— John Geiger
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PRESENTATION

INVEST

IN YOUR OWN

DRILLING PROJECTS

INVESTING IN OIL. FOR MAXIMUM RETURNS. THERE ARE ADVANTAGES OF
INVESTING IN PRIVATE OIL DRILLING PROJECTS, SUCH AS CURRENT OIL
PRICE LEADING TO HUGE POTENTIAL PROFITS, TAX ADVANTAGES, CHOOSING
THE RIGHT TYPE OF PROJECT FOR YOU, AND THE RAPID AND POTENTIALLY
HIGH RATE OF RETURN ON INVESTMENT. VPI WILL DEMONSTRATE THIS

. OPPORTUNITY AND DESCRIBE WHAT HAS MADE THEM SUCCESSFUL IN
THIS SECTOR.

OFFICE: (580) 798—-0653 VERTICALPETROLEUM.COM
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‘Thank You’ To Exhibitors

SCI Hosts Annual Exhibitor Dinner

Hundreds of SCI Convention exhibitors gath-
ered for a celebration of hunting, friendship
and food at the annual Exhibitor Dinner in the
Music City Center.

Sponsored by Bissell Insurance, outfitters, guides,
hunters, business owners and their families and
friends enjoyed dinner, drinks and entertainment.
The event honored the importance of exhibitors
to the success of SCI and the SCI Convention. SCI
sponsors the event each year.

Exhibitors took to the show floor on Wednesday
and greeted thousands of attendees.

The SCI Convention continues through Saturday.
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See Begfond the 'Bush
MERGER LRF XT50

Thermal Imaging Binoculars

The Merger LRF XTS50 is a high-performance thermal binocular
designed for serious hunters. It features a 1280x1024 HD thermal
sensor with a 17.5° field of view, 2-16x digital magnification, and a
2,500-yard detection range.

Equipped with a precise laser rangefinder up to 1,640 yards, it also
includes built-in photo and video recording, Wi-Fi connectivity, and
dual Li-lon batteries for up to & hours of operation.

The ergonomic design, IPX7 waterproof rating, and operation in
extreme temperatures make it ideal for rugged outdoor use.

www.pulsarnv.com | 817-225-0310 | sales@pulsarnv.com
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Q&A With Dean Capuano Of Swarovski

ean Capuano has been the Director of Communications

for Swarovski North America for more than 25 years. He
has hunted all over the world and is passionate about every-
thing he does. Managing Editor John Geiger recently met with
him between hunts.

Q: What have been some of your favorite hunts over
the years that you booked at the SCI convention?

A: The two that really stand out is Alaskan moose and
Australia for water buffalo.

The Alaskan moose was with Lane Kroneberger and
Freelance Outdoor Adventures. Anyone who has ever
hunted with Lance knows what awesome adventure he
puts together, especially when adding in the fact of film-
ing the hunts, he really has things dialed in. Alaska is
such a special place for me; it truly is one of the last
places on the planet that is so remote. The moose hunts
for me have always been on a different level, they are
just such an awesome creature, and I love all the physi-
cal and mental challenges that come along with hunts
like that.

Q: Why is being at the SCI Convention so important
for Swarovski Optik?

A: The SCI Convention has always been a very import-
ant springboard and barometer to our yearly business
here at Swarovski Optik. First and foremost, SCI and its
members are our type of customer. The organization
itself and all that it stands for in the hunting community
align with many of our own values as a brand.

Secondly, members are exactly the type of consumer
for whom we do what we do. To make products for pas-
sionate hunters who believe in the traditional lifestyle
that comes along with it. The members here are the
best judges for how our product could be.

Q: What does Swarovski Optik NA have coming to
market in 2026?

A: 2026 will be a very exciting year for us here at
Swarovski Optik across North America. We are launch-
ing our AT/ST balance, which is our first image-stabi-
lized product.

We are very excited to bring this product to market
and set a new milestone in the world of premium com-
pact spotting scopes with the AT/ST Balance. This is a
spotting scope that reveals a shake-free image — even
without a tripod. Its integrated image stabilization
means that the system precisely balances out the slight-
est movements and even allows handheld observation at
high magnification. The AT/ST Balance was developed
for discerning users who don’t want to compromise be-
tween technical performance and practical application.
Compact size, light weight and stabilization will allow
the use of a spotting scope virtually anywhere. The new
spotting scope is available now at Swarovski Optik retail-
ers and from the Swarovski Optik online shop.

We are also very excited to bring a new generation
of our dS riflescope which has been very popular with
the SCI members. The whole combination of digital to
analog optics is the future.

Q: Have tariffs been a challenge?

A: Yes, for sure, the tariffs have been a challenge for
us, like I am sure for many companies and businesses
in the convention hall. Fortunately, this is nothing new
for us, as with riflescopes we have been dealing with it
for many years. For us, it is still about how we can best
bring product, service and overall experience to our
U.S.-based customers. We are continuing to grow our
business here in the U.S., and we do some assembly on
the products here in the U.S., so that is our main focus
right now.

-

--q

love all the physical and mental challenges that come along with hunts like that,” he said.

Q: How do you get most of your customer feedback?
Is there an email or site in particular, or do you just
check out FB and IG comments?

A: As many of us know, the digital world is changing
by the second and for sure, as a brand, we are trying to
keep up as we view it all as part of the customer jour-
ney. From the time a consumer starts until we have loy-
al customers for years, there are many different touch-
points that need to be handled in many ways. We love
our customers’ feedback, both good and bad. Bottom
line is hunters, like many of the folks here at Conven-
tion, are very tough on their product, so sometimes
things break. It is very important to us. We stand be-
hind our product and our consumer, but also take that
feedback so we can make new generations of products
even better than they already are. We also feel this is a
very important part of our process as an evolving brand
because so many of our customers love our product
and are so attached to it that this is our best sales tool
for future customers.

Q: Tell us about your experience with hockey and be-
ing drafted by the Bruins?

A: Yeah, anybody who knows me knows that I am a
huge NHL fan. I come from a very big hockey family.

Myself, my brother and two cousins all grew up playing
at a high level. We all played Division 1 college, and we
were all drafted by the NHL. My cousin Jack is the only
one left in the game as the Associate Head Coach for
the Minnesota Wild. It’s pretty awesome to come down
to Nashville over the last few years and see how excited
this town is about their hockey club, the Predators.

Q: Anything else you want to add about SCI?

A: Well, all I can say is it’s been very exciting the last
few years to see how you guys have grown this show
here in Nashville. I have been with Swarovski Optik for
almost 30 years, and we have been a sponsor for SCI
that entire time. I have spent many years involved with
the organization, its people and its members. I have
attended many of the trade shows in Reno, Las Vegas
and now Nashville. I think I only missed one year in
my tenure here at Swarovski Optik. Our two brands are
such a natural fit for each other, and there is so much
overlap in our consumers. It just makes things so easy
and so much fun to work with you all.

Visit with Capuano and see the new Swarovski prod-
ucts at booth 1333.
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Bid For
Purpose
During
Sables
Brunch

he Sables Brunch takes place to-
day at 8:30 a.m. at the Omni Hotel,
where you will have a chance to bid on a
very special black bear hunt.
It was generously donated by Darren
DeLuca of Vancouver Island Guide Out-
fitters and benefits the William Laird
Hamberlin II Memorial Scholarship
Fund, a scholarship fund established by
Safari Club International Foundation for
students in Auburn University’s College
of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment
with a declared major in wildlife ecology
and management or wildlife enterprise.
William, who passed in 2021, was the
son of SCl and SCIF CEO W. Laird Ham-  Rick Chappell, W. Laird Hamberlin, Jamie Worbington, Doyle Worbington, Darren DeLuca, Ted Chappell, Mike Oleshak and
berlin. The scholarship honors William. Robert Lindores.

NEW EXCLUSIVE TAJIKISTAN MARCO POLO FIXED PRICE - ANY SIZE!
BE SURE T0 BID HIGH ON SCI AUCTION ITEM TTFN A 10-DAY TAJIKISTAN MARCO POLO SHEEP HUNT

A he
HBO@MSN.COM * 928.202.8081
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One-Of-A-Kind Weatherby Camilla On Auction
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Ladies searching for one-of-a-kind
items must scope out the Women Go
Hunting silent auction, featuring Weath-
erby’s exclusively customized Mark V Ca-
milla Deluxe rifle with a gold-engraved
WGH logo.

This is the only Camilla gun ever made
by Weatherby for WGH, featuring nu-
merous handcrafted touches.

This precision firearm is a beauty
queen fashioned in sleek TI stainless,
with a titanium action, spiral fluted stain-
less barrel, hand-checkered bolt and
knob, and a hand-selected and sculpt-

B
ed stock. In 6.5 WBY RPM, the Camilla A Weatherby Mark vV Camilla, made for the Women Go Hunting program, will be part of The floorplate of the Weatherby

packs a punch and is appropriate for big @ silent auction during the Convention. Visit the WGH booth 3306. Mark V Camilla has the Women
Go Hunting logo.

game hunting around the globe. It will
quickly become her lady hunter’s favor-
ite rifle.

Also on offer is a specially designed
anklet by Jorie Jewelry, featuring red
deer tusks studded with diamantes on
an 18-karat gold chain, and the exquisite
Midnight Majesty lady’s hat, a unique
beauty created by Hatchet Creek De-
signs. Each item in the WGH auction is
a one-of-a-kind treasure. There are no
others exactly like them.

Ladies can see the items at the WGH
booth 3306 and place bids through Fri-

day. Final bids can be made on Saturday  Hatchet Creek Designs has offered a unique ladies’ hat, Midnight Other auction items include an anklet by Jorie
only during the WGH Ladies Mix & Min- Majesty, to be auctioned. Visit the WGH booth during the week or attend  Jewelry, featuring red deer tusks studded with
gle, 10 a.m. to noon at the Omni Hotel ~ the WGH Mix & Mingle on Saturday, 10 a.m. at the Omni Hotel Nashville, diamantes on an 18-karat gold chain.
Nashville, Broadway Ballroom. Broadway Ballroom, to bid.

BAMBISANA LIMPOPO  One Of The Finest Hunting Areas You'll Visit!

. * A private reserve spanning 50 000 acres & home to 4 of the Big 5

U n rlva I I Ed = 30+ Species including small cats, Sable, Roan, Leopard, Rhino & more
» Spiral horned & pygmy antelope, including the rare Sharpe's Grysbok
= Superb Buffalo hunting & ideal Kudu country

U nfo rgetta b I e * Rifle & bow hunting & excellent bird shooting available

* Luxury accommaodation, cuisine, amenities & service

, * The ultimate hunting destination in South Africa where adventure cue nraad vermaak
A HUNTER'S PARADISE!  meets luxury! Perfect for individual hunters, families & groups. SAFARIS

Stop by our booth and secure your dates with South Africa’s oldest and most respected safari company!

1 :

www.cvsafaris.com
info@cvsafaris.co.za

WOOTe012026

Hunting with Purpose * Protecting with Passion * Conserving Forever




Friday, February 20, 2026 | Convention Times 15B

n

TR .-3'-; R 17

-. ;" ' A '5 1!:"- /] P { AR
e South “Pacifics Elite Nafari Sp 7
ST pusee 0] IV, Y

P t 9

ecialis

s

Expeditions
with
J.Alain Smith

See Me Today!

Kenetrek Boots
Booth #828 - 10 a.m.

Book Signing!

Coastal Alaska Adventures 7 /4
Booth #1527 - 2:00 p.m.
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TRAVEL PROTECTION

Explore With Confidence
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Next Adventure? f,.,,, mégg}
Come see us at booth #226 [w] !5,;'" X ;f

+1 (415)-481-0601
Ipointtravelprotection.com/|




