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Our Vision 
Excellent kidney health, optimal quality of 
life for those affected by kidney disease, 
and a cure. 

Our Mission 
The Kidney Foundation of Canada is the leading 
charity committed to eliminating the burden of kidney 
disease through: 

• Funding and stimulating innovative research for 
better prevention, treatments and a cure;

• Providing education and support to prevent 
kidney disease in those at risk and empower those 
with kidney disease to optimize their health status; 

• Advocating for improved access to high quality 
health care; 

• Increasing public awareness and commitment to 
advancing kidney health and organ donation. 
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We launched our new Strategic Plan – Stronger Together – in January 
of 2023. The plan, built in concert with the national strategic plan, sets 
ambitious goals to increase revenue, build volunteer capacity, increase 
equitable access to treatment, and expand public awareness. The 
strategic plan is underpinned by an Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) 
action plan. 

The need for our programs and services, like short-term financial 
assistance, continues to grow. Patients are struggling with costs for 
transportation and basic living expenses. Our Peer Support program 
has also continued to grow to meet the needs of our community. 
Group meetings help connect patients and caregivers in new ways, with 
special guest speakers fulfilling an important role in supplying expert 
information and practical advice.

Fundraising efforts focus on our strengths. Kidney Car continues to 
rebound post-pandemic surpassing financial goals and for the first time 
our Ontario Kidney Walk raised a record-breaking $1 million thanks to all 
of you. 

While this report is normally dedicated to highlighting the achievements 
of 2023, and there were many, we’re opting to take this opportunity to 
also feature The Kidney Foundation’s 60th Anniversary being celebrated 
in 2024. 

The Foundation has been able to accomplish a great deal because of the 
vision and dedication of a few individuals back in 1964 who understood 
the magnitude of the challenges associated with kidney disease. The 
death of Morty Tarder, bolstered his family and friends into action. From 
that small group based in Montreal, The Kidney Foundation has grown 
to support patients across Canada. 

During these 60 years so much has changed. The Kidney Foundation has 
supported breakthroughs in treatments through investments in research 
and programs to improve the quality of life of those living with chronic 

kidney disease, on dialysis and thousands of others living with 
a transplant. 

Volunteers and donors have been the thread that has knitted our 
community together for generations. Our volunteers are leaders, 
supporters, advocates and wonderful community ambassadors who 
raise the profile about kidney disease and the Foundation’s programs.  
Our donors are committed, understanding the growing needs, and 
responding to each request. Every contribution, no matter how big or 
how small, make a significant positive impact on the lives of patients. 

Over the course of six decades, The Foundation has been there for 
patients and their loved ones: funding research, providing education 
about kidney disease, advocating with all levels of government for 
patient rights, and providing direct support to people living with 
kidney disease. We are at a point in time where patients at risk can 
be identified early enough in their kidney journey that treatments to 
decrease or slow the progression of end stage kidney disease are now 
a reality. 

We celebrate these many accomplishments knowing there is still so 
much work to do. With your ongoing energy and dedication, we will 
continue the fight against kidney disease and make every effort to 
positively impact the lives of future generations.

There is much to celebrate, and more work to do.  
Let’s Keep Making History.

Message From President & Executive Director

Anthony Tirone 
Executive Director 

Ontario Branch

Dr. Norman Muirhead
President

Ontario Branch
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The organization was funding medical 
research into kidney-related diseases 
by allocating $25,000 for grants.

1973

$1 MILLION was allocated  
to RESEARCH.

1979

Kidney Foundation provides funding 
for over half of all non-governmental 
kidney disease research in Canada.

1987

We launched the Medal for 
Research Excellence. Since 
then, 16 Ontario based 
researchers have been 
recognized with this honour.

1996

We launched the first competition of 
the newly created Kidney Research 
Scientist Core Education and National 
Training Program (KRESCENT) to 
cultivate the next generation of kidney 
researchers.

2004

We partnered to support 
CANN-NET, a research network 
that links together Canadian 
kidney disease treatment 
guideline producers, 
knowledge translation 
specialists, and knowledge 
users to improve knowledge 
dissemination and care of 
patients with kidney disease.

2011

EDKD / SUGARNSALT - We contributed a 
total of $1 million over five years (2021-
2026), matched by the CIHR, to fund a 
comprehensive research project called 
SUGARNSALT to accelerate research 
into diabetic kidney disease. Dr. David 
Cherney, Principal Investigator of the 
SUGARNSALT project, is dedicated to 
find ways to prevent kidney failure and 
other serious complications in people 
with type 1 diabetes as they often do 
not get to benefit from the treatment 
innovations available to those with type 
2 diabetes.

2022

Canadians Seeking Solutions 
and Innovations to Overcome 
Chronic Kidney Disease (Can-
SOLVE CKD) launches. Kidney 
Foundation has been a partner 
since inception.

2016

Hope Through Research
Research Milestones

The Kidney Foundation of Canada has been a vital force in advancing 
kidney health. Its founding principles encompassed not only patient 
support but also a strong commitment to research. 

Over the years, the Foundation’s research initiatives have led to significant 
advancements. These include better understanding of kidney function, 
improved dialysis techniques, and breakthroughs in transplantation 
medicine.

The research journey in the past 60 years started with a passion to find 
answers about kidney disease, grew quickly to make us a force for change 
in care and treatment through research investments. Ever since, this initial 
commitment has allowed The Kidney Foundation to leverage and spark 
new research channels and projects which strive for improved treatment, 
hope and a cure. 

We have consistently joined forces with other organizations and research 
institutions who share our common goal of making life better for all 
those impacted by kidney disease. The past milestones noted here are 
a snapshot of the tireless work of many passionate researchers and 
allied healthcare professionals, who also lend us their volunteer time 
and commitment as we build stronger programs, like our celebrated 
KRESCENT program for new kidney researchers.

In our anniversary year, our investment in research since inception totals 
$138.8 million, and millions more have been invested through leveraged 
opportunities.

Future discoveries could include new treatments, better outcomes for 
transplants and advancements in technologies and discoveries that 
can take advantage of new knowledge. The last few years have been 
an exciting time in kidney research. New medications and treatment 
options have been approved in the kidney disease space for the first 
time in decades, and patient care is an ever-changing landscape. With 
technological advancement comes increased opportunity for innovation.  



We’re Here To Help
Programs and services for The Kidney Foundation of 
Canada got their start with a focus on building knowledge 
and finding a way to be with patients every step of the 
way as they engaged in a kidney healthcare journey that 
included dialysis treatments and eventually, for some, 
consideration of a transplant. 

The patient manual, as it was then called, was a binder 
that was carried to appointment after appointment, 
treatment after treatment, gathering new documents, 
appointment cards, recommendations and supplemental 
educational material along the way. Although the manual 
has changed many times in many ways over the years, 
it has remained a mainstay of The Kidney Foundation’s 
commitment to provide basic medically-reviewed 
information to help explain the kidney disease journey.

Most people have never heard of kidney disease 
until it affects them or someone they care about. The 
Foundation is committed to helping patients locate the 
information and resources they need, learn more about 
how they can manage kidney disease, and understand the 
impact it has on their lives. 

Over the years, growing needs were clear and in the 
early 1990s, The Kidney Foundation implemented new 
core programs across Canada to ensure that people had 
access to short-term emergency financial assistance and 
information and referral services. People affected by 
kidney disease and their caregivers needed somewhere to 
turn and someone to talk to. 

Further, this led to the implementation of peer support 
programs, one of our key services today. As our programs 
grew, so did our kidney community. Patients and 

Impact and Hope

The Kidney Foundation of Canada Research program remains committed 
to staying at the forefront of kidney disease research, aligning our 
investments to patient and community needs, and focusing on where we 
can invest with the highest chances for impact.

There are opportunities to harness new technologies for personalized 
medicine, focusing on whole patient wellness through the kidney health 
journey. Through partnership and investment, we will encourage the 
employment of novel techniques and technologies for the treatment of 
kidney disease and transplantation, ensuring that our research program 
remains at the cutting edge of scientific development.

Most importantly, we will continue to support the engagement of our 
community in the research process, and in the dissemination of research 
results, ensuring that kidney patients and their families are positioned 
in a place of knowledge, and empowered to make informed health care 
decisions. This will allow us to ensure that our program continues to have 
real life impact for our patient community, and that research continues to 
bring hope for future generations.

As The Kidney Foundation looks to the future, 
there are key pillars to its research goals:
• Consistently funding research to improve prevention, diagnosis, 

treatment and wellness.
• Amplifying opportunities for investments into innovative projects 

through collaboration and leveraging funding opportunities to 
foster knowledge exchange, accelerate discoveries, and enhance 
patient care.

• Commitment to translating research findings into both knowledge 
and practical solutions for patients. 

• Giving those with lived experience the opportunity to have a 
voice in research.
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The first edition of the Living With 
Kidney Disease patient support 
manual became available in both 
English and French.

1982

Peer Support program is 
launched in Ontario. 

1988

The Kidney Foundation Board 
endorsed three core “national” 
programs, delivered to 
constituents across the country: 
Short-term Financial Assistance, 
Living with Kidney Disease 
manual, and Information and 
Referral

1993

We launched the KIDNEY 
CONNECT Peer Support 
Program.

2006

Kidney Health Centre is 
piloted in Ontario to screen 
participants for risk factors for 
kidney disease.

2007

We launched the Kidney 
Community Kitchen, an online 
nutrition resource for people 
living with kidney disease, 
made possible through a 
bequest from the James 
Andrews estate (15,400 
members as of 2024).

2011

Kidney Foundation provides 
nearly $1 MILLION in Financial 
Support to People Living with 
Kidney Disease.

2013

We launched KidneyInfo.
ca, a new portal dedicated 
to supporting patients and 
caregivers at every step in 
their kidney journey. The 
site offers resources specific 
to five pathways: chronic 
kidney disease, living with 
kidney failure, dialysis, organ 
donation and transplantation, 
and conservative kidney 
management.

2024
The impact of COVID brings 
new virtual program offerings 
to help those living with 
kidney disease feel supported 
and stay connected. Virtual 
peer support groups launch in 
Ontario and expand to meet 
the growing need. 

2020

The Future of Programs
We will continue to build and expand our programs so more people 
can be connected to us and to each other as they navigate their 
personal journey with kidney disease and treatment.
Some of the directions of our current and future work include:
• Making our educational material accessible to an even greater 

number people affected by kidney disease across Canada.
• Continuing to offer interactive webinars, workshops and forums 

that engage people with thought leaders and with one another.
• Expanding the features and resources available on the Kidney 

Community Kitchen site.
• Increasing our emphasis on mental and physical wellness as part of 

the healthcare journey by tapping into experts and those who have 
successes to share.

• Providing opportunities to participate in classes, challenges or 
instructional sessions.

• Enhancing peer support to address specific shared experience and 
topics of interest.

Program Milestones
caregivers have engaged in local programs and services through our many 
Branches and Chapters across Canada, and have been able to connect to 
other community organizations that support our goals to improve support, 
education, awareness and advocacy. We have also looked for innovative 
solutions to provide customized information. The Kidney Community Kitchen 
is a tremendously popular site which helps people navigate a complex kidney 
diet, offering recipes for inspiration and advice from registered dietitians. 
Our new kidneyinfo.ca portal streamlines the kidney information highway for 
people seeking information about all stages of kidney disease.

Technological advancements will continue to open the door to new program 
opportunities, and sharing lived experiences with others will continue to be 
key priority for information and support. 
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One Strong Voice
Advocacy is a powerful tool for change. It involves 
speaking up for what you believe in and trying to 
persuade others to lend their support. The Kidney 
Foundation of Canada advocates on behalf of those 
affected by kidney disease to make positive change 
happen in policy development and best practices.

The Foundation has been a catalyst to encourage 
those with lived experience to have a voice in 
the decisions that directly impact their care, be it 
through self-advocacy or by adding their voices to 
others striving for systemic change. 

As illustrated by many milestones along the way since 
The Kidney Foundation got its start in 1964, we have 
shown a commitment to amplifying voices, to finding 
opportunities to have decision makers listen to the 
needs of those impacted by kidney disease, dialysis, 
and transplant. Your voices have helped to create 
better healthcare for everyone.

Over the years, The Kidney Foundation of Canada 
has advocated for the development of formal 
organ donation agencies and renal networks that 
have led to systemic changes in how kidney failure 
is addressed in Canada. Many organ donation 
awareness campaigns and initiatives, including 
distribution of organ donation wallet cards, have 
been led by the Foundation. 

The Kidney Foundation is a key participant in the 
national Organ Donation & Transplant Collaborative 
(ODTC), which was formed following the Minister of 
Health’s Mandate Letter of October 2017. 

In order to maximize opportunities for 
Canadians and patients to respectively donate 
and receive lifesaving organs, The Kidney 
Foundation supported computerized retrieval 
programs across Canada to coordinate 
organ transplantation and tissue matching 
interprovincially and internationally. These 
programs included the Multiple Organ Retrieval 
and Exchange (M.O.R.E.) in Ontario.

1984

1987
Patient advocacy ensures that 
erythropoietin (EPO) is part of the 
provincial health services program.

Child test-screening for urinary disorders is 
expanded nationally.

1994

The BC Branch and BC Transplant Society 
jointly launched a 3-year pilot project: Living 
Organ Donor Expense Reimbursement Program 
(LODERP) to reimburse living kidney and liver 
donors for expenses related to their gift of 
life, such as travel, accommodation and loss 
of income. This BC pilot project was used as 
a model to develop and implement similar 
programs across the country.

2006

Long-term advocacy efforts of The 
Kidney Foundation are celebrated when 
the Ontario Renal Network is formed to 
provide a coordinated approach to renal 
care in Ontario.

2009

Kidney Foundation releases report on 
the Burden of Out-of-Pocket Costs for 
Canadians with Kidney Failure.

2018We partnered with the federal government to 
support a multi-million dollar Canadian national 
transplant research program to address barriers 
to increase organ and tissue donation in 
Canada and enhance the survival and quality of 
life of Canadians who receive transplants.

2013

The Kidney Foundation has implemented a 
top-up Wage Replacement Policy through its 
engagement with the Living Donor Circle of 
Excellence and becomes an official partner 
of the program in 2023.

2021

Advocacy Milestones
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Volunteers and staff participate in numerous committees which address 
data collection, public awareness, and the engagement of those with 
lived experience. We have intensified 
efforts to mobilize patients and families 
to be a leading voice in advocating for 
equitable access to transplants for all 
Canadians, for system improvements, 
and for greater accountability to 
ensure that no opportunities for 
deceased organ donations are missed.

Collectively, we will continue to raise 
awareness about important issues 
at all stages of kidney care and seek 
to influence the decisions of those 
who can lead change at every level of 
government and through every system 
that intersects with those living with 
kidney disease. 

The Kidney Foundation also engages 
in partnership opportunities to lend 
our voice to general health-related 
matters that impact those with 
kidney disease or those at risk. Recent 
examples include our engagement 
to advocate for dialysis patients’ access to the COVID vaccine, our 
participation in common drug reviews to champion equitable access 

to new medications, our call for improved phosphorus labelling, and 
an appeal to halt the marketing of unhealthy food and beverages to 

children.

Looking to the future, we will continue 
to focus on helping people find their 
voices and make them heard. Self-
advocacy and the tools that empower 
people to listen, learn and make 
decisions about their own healthcare 
journey will continue to have a strong 
place in our patient educational 
materials and interactive forums. We 
will also encourage people affected 
by kidney disease to advocate for 
better access to care in the earlier 
stages of chronic kidney disease. 
One way we’ll do this is to provide 
opportunities for people to interact 
and meet with federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments to share their 
experiences and perspectives.

The Kidney Foundation remains 
committed to amplifying the voices 
of those affected by kidney disease to 

make change happen. Together we can improve the lives of millions of 
Canadians. 

The ODTC’s mandate is to
“facilitate collaboration 

on an organ and 
tissues donation and 

transplantation system that 
gives Canadians timely and 

effective access to care.”
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Awareness To Spark Action
Public awareness about kidney disease and organ donation has been 
a key driver of The Kidney Foundation of Canada’s mission for well 
over 50 years. Shortly after its inception, the 
Foundation took a leadership role in broadening 
Canadians’ understanding of the importance 
of kidneys to overall health and encouraging 
discussion and decision about organ and tissue 
donation. What started as a campaign to share 
educational brochures has grown into an ongoing 
commitment to be the catalyst to bring kidney 
disease out of the shadows so it can be recognized 
for the serious health condition it is.

By building awareness of kidney disease, our 
actions have been designed to empower people 
to recognize symptoms early and to consider 
their personal risk which can help lead to early 
detection and preventative measures. It can also 
encourage people to think about lifestyle choices 
that could aid in prevention and improve overall 
wellbeing.

Kidney Foundation campaigns connect people 
with information they need to take action. Our 
online risk awareness tool guides thousands of 
people annually to think about their kidney health. 
Using public polling about kidney awareness, the 
Foundation has navigated a sea of healthcare 
information for Canadians who are encouraged to 
keep kidneys top of mind for their health. 

Complementing messages about kidney disease and maintaining kidney 
health is our commitment to organ donation awareness. 

With a vast majority of people on the transplant waiting list needing a 
kidney – a statistic that has not changed much over these many years – 

the Foundation has consistently led organ donation awareness initiatives 
and has regularly amplified others’ efforts to do the same.

Well before the establishment of many organ donation 
agencies, in 1985 The Kidney Foundation took initiative 

to distribute a million organ donation wallet cards in 
that one year alone, encouraging people to declare their 

decision to be a lifesaving donor. 
In more recent years, our partnership with Green Shirt 

Day and our engagement with organ donation agencies 
and like-minded organizations from coast to coast has 
multiplied our efforts to ask people to make a positive 

decision in registering their wishes. 
Kidney Foundation messaging has also consistently 

emphasized the important need to proactively discuss 
that decision with family members so they can honour 

one’s wishes.
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More recently, we became an early adapter of the Living Donor 
Circle of Excellence, a program which encourages employers 
to close a financial gap for individuals who choose to be a 
living organ donor. We are encouraging businesses and other 
organizations to follow suit.

The Kidney Foundation of Canada is committed to continue to 
lead the charge in these awareness arenas. 

By engaging those with lived experience and other ambassadors 
for kidney health and organ donation, we develop messages 
that meet the needs of communities and build public education 
opportunities. 

We will continue to seek out partnerships which build kidney 
health and improve organ donation rates.

We will communicate our commitment to be there every step of 
the way for those impacted by kidney disease for life.

The Kidney Foundation of Canada makes your kidney health a 
priority. You can count on us to make sure kidney health and 
organ donation is part of the conversation.

Information brochures on kidney 
disease and dialysis became 
available to the public at large.

In 1974 alone, the Foundation 
distributed more than a MILLION 
organ donor cards.

1974

1979

A nationwide public relations 
campaign was mounted profiling 
four people “living with kidney 
disease”, helping to put a face on 
the “one in a million” Canadians 
directly affected. The campaign 
included newspaper and magazine 
ads as well as television and radio 
placements.

1981

The Foundation becomes an active 
member of the Canadian Coalition 
on Organ Donor Awareness.

1987

We launched an online risk 
awareness tool for kidney disease: 
available in four languages at www.
kidney.ca/risk (nearly 20,000 visits 
in 6 weeks)

Launch of public service 
announcements to promote 
awareness of risk factors for kidney 
disease and the newly available 
online risk assessment tool for 
kidney disease.

2014 Kidney Foundation’s Great 
Canadian Kidney Quiz shows 60% 
of Canadians are unable to identify 
diabetes or high blood pressure 
as the two major causes of kidney 
failure.

To sensitize Canadians to the 
importance of kidney health, we 
developed new public awareness 
campaigns. We also launched 
the Kidney Stories of Hope 
Awareness Campaign to encourage 
e-testimonials from people 
personally touched by kidney 
disease.

2009

We joined Green Shirt Day as an 
official partner in raising awareness 
of organ and tissue donation.

2020

March was officially declared 
Kidney Health Month in Canada 
and dedicated to increasing public 
awareness of kidney disease and 
raising funds for research.

Awareness Milestones

Kidney Foundation’s complete timeline of 
milestones can be found at 
kidney.ca/60th
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Ontario Kidney Walkers reached a tremendous milestone in 2023, raising over a million 
dollars for the Kidney Walk. Our kidney community gathered in-person for the first time 
since 2019, and walk participants brought their enthusiasm, commitment, and spirit to 
each of our 28 events.

“Throughout COVID, our community remained steadfast in their commitment to the 
Kidney Walks – they fundraised, gathered as teams, but to be back in person in 2023 was 
so inspiring. The opportunity to connect with others and celebrate the strength of this 
community reminds us why the work we do each and every day is so vitally important. 
It’s all about supporting people living with and affected by kidney disease no matter 
where they are in their journey” said Anthony Tirone, Executive Director.

Over 1600 individuals registered, fundraised, and walked, showing off their new Kidney 
Walk t-shirts. New teams, like Sault Ste. Marie’s “Super Memphis” joined the event 
in honour of six-year-old Memphis Rollins. His parents, Madison and Adam, wanted 
Memphis to be part of something bigger and understand that there was a community of 
support close to home.

“The Walk was really eye-opening for us. We heard 
speakers talk about their journey and having others 
surround us who are on this same path was really 

empowering to build hope,” says Madison.
Their favourite part about the walk was seeing everyone come together supporting their 
loved ones with kidney disease. Likewise, it was special for Memphis’ family and friends 
to be able to come out and be there for him in such a tangible way. The family was 
incredibly touched by the amount of support they received. “It encourages us and builds 
hope and resilience within our journey. We felt so loved and supported and thankful,” 
added Madison.

Million Dollars Strong  
Kidney Walk Surpasses Goal
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Kidney Clothes collected  

6.1M lbs  
of textiles and  

1.5M lbs 
 of miscellaneous items 

Kidney Clothes did more than  

175,000+ 
Household pickups in 

200 
communities in 2023 

 

$242,983 
Short term  
Financial Assistance

946 
Grants supported  
people with  
kidney disease

$1,167,536  
Legacy and Memorial Donations
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$1,003,599
Kidney Walks raised

228  
Teams

28 
Kidney Walks  
held in Ontario

1619 
Kidney Walk Participants 

4,075 Cars donated 

Raising $4.1M 



$

$
$

152
Peer support volunteers 

$10,852
Giving Tuesday raised 

in Ontario

Secured

$24,000
in grants to  
support kidney patients

6792
Living with Kidney Disease Handbooks 

were given to kidney patients.

7063 Facebook followers 

2212 X followers 

2311 Instagram followers

5000+ E news subscribers

Camp Dorset Funding

Camp Kivita

$50,050

$20,000

$21,705  
Raised through Kidney 50/50 

1737 Peer support 
group attendance 

12 Online webinars

155 Peer support meetings
took place in 2023

457 Online webinar  
attendance

152 Peer support 
volunteers 

75 Patient education sessions  
(virtual and in-person)

990 1:1 direct 
peer support matches

3329 Attendance  
for patient  
education events 

6000+
Volunteer Hours

$41,550
Raised through  
Kidney Health Month Digital Campaign

Increased our social media reach to:



Kidney Disease Is With You For Life.  
So Is The Kidney Foundation Of Canada.
The Kidney Foundation launches new awareness campaign 
A journey with chronic kidney disease is not the same for everyone, but 
the shared experience binds those affected. Kidney disease is always 
there, demanding attention from every part of you. It’s relentless. It 
interrupts. It upsets. It harms.

The Kidney Foundation launched a new Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) in 2023, directed by kidney transplant recipient, Jesse Hunt and  
the team at Campsite. Jesse was able to draw on his lived experience 
with kidney disease from dialysis to transplant to the ever-present 
stresses of living with this disease. The takeaway message is one of hope 
and support. It is our hope that viewers learn that The Kidney Foundation 
of Canada is with you for life, beside you each step of the way on your 
journey with kidney disease, no matter your experience.

In creating the new PSA – simply titled “With You”, many volunteers 
stepped up to participate in the filming so that the message could make 
an even bigger difference. Volunteer, Jason Lumb, shared how much 
he valued the experience: “Public messaging is vitally important for 
The Kidney Foundation. We need to get the word out, so that people 
diagnosed with kidney disease and their families know that programs  

and services exist to help them wherever they are in their kidney journey. 
I hope that the PSA attracts a lot of people to the Foundation so they can 
get the support they need.” 

The PSA was filmed in Hamilton, Ontario over two days in January 
2023. It was particularly meaningful to see the camaraderie among the 
volunteers and the pride that each person felt throughout the filming.  
“It was fascinating to me to see if all come together,” added Jason. 

“Most of us were kidney patients and  
it was wonderful that we were included  

in this campaign.” 
In May the campaign hit airwaves nationwide and the Foundation 
participated in several national media interviews to further the 
conversation highlighting the impact of kidney disease and how our 
programs and services can help those living with and affected by kidney 
disease. 

The PSA and related stories can be viewed at kidney.ca/withyou.

Public Service Announcement Public Service AnnouncementJason

Public Service Announcement
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Volunteers  
Lead The Way
As with many charitable organizations, The Kidney Foundation was 
created because the Tarder family took a stand and did something bold 
when their son Morty lost his battle with kidney disease. Before The 
Kidney Foundation got its start, in the 1960s, people with kidney failure 
had little hope of survival. Dialysis was considered an extraordinary 
treatment and restricted to very few and transplantation was still 
experimental.

Together with Morty’s nephrologist, Dr. John Dossetor, the Tarder family 
called on family and friends to build an organization committed to 
funding research and growing public awareness of this poorly  
understood disease. The Kidney Foundation from its earliest days in 
Montreal was built with the support of a grassroots base of volunteers 
who worked diligently to take a dream and put it into action. As is often 
the case when building something new, one action, one connection 
eventually sparks, and the Foundation's network of volunteers began to 
spread across the country. 

Some of our volunteers have spent decades supporting the organization, 
while others may be new to The Kidney Foundation – either way – Every 
Moment Matters. Each volunteer, each moment, leaves a mark on the 
community we serve.

Volunteer Greg Robbins recently celebrated his 50th volunteer 
anniversary. Shortly after Greg’s wife began dialysis in 1973, the couple 
decided they wanted to become involved with the local Chapter of The 
Kidney Foundation in Hamilton. One of their first tasks was selling candy 
for the annual fall campaign. A move took the family west for several 
years, but that didn’t affect their volunteer commitment – they became 
involved with the Northern Alberta Branch. It seemed wherever they 
moved, their volunteer work with The Kidney Foundation remained an 
important part of their lives. 

“There is so much fulfillment in being a volunteer and seeing the effects 
of what you and the other volunteers do. You can’t ask for much more 
than that from life,” Greg added. Volunteers play a pivotal role in every 
area of our work: from leadership roles on boards and committees,  
to peer support, public awareness, advocacy, and event support. 
Volunteers take action, create change, and help make our vision  
and mission a reality.

Uzma Quadri sought out support from The Kidney Foundation when she 
learned her mother had kidney disease. The impact of receiving help 
when she needed information and support motivated her to become a 
volunteer herself. “Even if I help just one person, I know that I’ve made a 
difference.” Truthfully, Uzma’s work has touched far more than just one 
person – as a facilitator for the Caregivers Peer Support Group, she uses 
her experience to help others. 

Bryanne Kehoe started volunteering with The Kidney Foundation five 
years ago. She is passionate about raising public awareness of kidney 
health and the impact of kidney disease. 

“I started volunteering in hopes of 
 finding others going through similar things 
that I’ve gone through, and to build a wider 

community of support. Volunteering has become 
a large part of my life.”

Volunteers like Greg, Uzma and Bryanne are just a few of the thousands 
of volunteers who offer their time and talents to make the kidney 
community stronger and more vibrant. Volunteers are at the heart of 
who we are and all that we achieve. 

Greg Bryanne Uzma
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