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D A N I E L  M Y S S Y K
VCU Director of Orchestral Activities 

Professor of Music

Director of Orchestral Activities at VCU since 2007, Canadian-American conductor 
Daniel Myssyk was Music Director of the Montreal based Orchestre de chambre 
Appassionata from 2000 to 2016. A few years ago, he led his orchestra on its first 
American tour, which included two concerts in Richmond. The group also toured 
before enthused audiences in Ontario in January of 2014. 2024 marks the end of 
his six-year association with the Richmond Symphony in his capacity as assistant 
conductor. Among other responsibilities, he was in charge of RSYO, RSO Youth 
Orchestra Program’s most advanced orchestra.

M A G D A L E N A  A D A M E K
VCU Assistant Professor of Piano and Collaborative Piano

Coordinator of Keyboard Studies

Pianist Magdalena Adamek holds Master of Arts in Piano Performance from 
the Chopin Academy of Music, Warsaw, Poland (now the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music), and Doctor of Music in Piano Performance from the 
University of Alberta, Canada. Her principal teachers include Professor Barbara 
Hesse-Bukowska and Professor Jacques Després. She has also participated in 
masterclasses under renowned pedagogues, such as Halina Czerny-Stefanska, 
Andrzej Jasiński, Paul Badura-Škoda, Stêphane Lemelin, Kyoko Hashimoto, and 
Kevin Fitz-Gerald. Currently Magdalena serves as a full-time piano faculty in the 
Department of Music at Virginia Commonwealth University. 

T H E  V C U  S Y M P H O N Y  O R C H E S T R A

The VCU Symphony is the premiere orchestral ensemble at VCU. While most 
orchestra members are music major students or music minors, the orchestra is 
open to all VCU students. The Symphony performs a wide variety of repertoire, 
with a focus on full-scale orchestral works such as Tchaïkovsky’s Fifth Symphony 
and Dvorák’s “New World Symphony.” It regularly programs pieces by living 
composers, such as “Umoja” by Valerie Coleman and “Paradise Valley” by Jeff 
Scott. The orchestra offers two concerts per semester. Each spring, the orchestra 
is back in the pit for its collaboration with VCU Opera.
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VCUarts Music has outstanding opportunities for you whether 
you want to refine your abilities on a specific instrument, 
learn the best techniques for teaching tomorrow’s musicians, 
collaborate with other skilled chamber or jazz musicians, or 
make music a foundation for other career goals.
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VIOLIN 1

Arianna Greggs, Concertmaster

Allison Estabrook

Tyler Miranda

Elizabeth Luu
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VIOLIN 2

Heidi Marle, Principal**

Sydney Bales

Amya Ester

Bitan Chowdhury
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Stephanie Maranon-Estrada

Silvana Ramirez-Carcamo
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Erick Dearhart, Principal

Olivia Heizer**
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Arowyn Almeida, Principal

Kevin Nguyen
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Olivia Dempsey
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Kai Mitchell, Principal

Paul Rucker (SOTA faculty)

**Grassfield High School Alumni

V C U  S Y M P H O N Y  O R C H E S T R A

G H S  C H A M B E R  O R C H E S T R A

E. Grieg 

Holberg Suite*, movements I and IV

L. Van Beethoven 

Egmont Overture*

F. Price 

Dances in the Canebrakes

G. Gershwin 

Rhapsody in Blue, Magda Adamek, Piano

*Selections performed side-by-side with the Grassfield High School Orchestra

Program


