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2Photo source: City of Lake Elsinore, Historic Downtown Lake Elsinore.

Welcome 1o Lake Elsinore

Hey, I'm Donald.
If you're holding this guide, you're probably curious about Lake Elsinore — maybe you live here, maybe you're
thinking about it, or maybe you've just driven past that big blue lake off the 15 and wondered what the story is.

I moved here years ago, and I'll be honest — this city surprised me. There's more to Lake Elsinore than most
people realize. More history. More personality. More to do. And a lot of little details you won't find on Zillow or

a quick Google search.

That's what this guide is for.

Inside, you'll get the neighborhoods, the schools, the market, the local spots, and the insider details that make
this city what it is. No fluff. No sales pitch. Just the stuff worth knowing from someone who actually lives here.
By the last page, you'll know Lake Elsinore a little better than you did on the first.

Let's get into it.

— Donald Beamon
REALTOR | LAKE ELSINORE LOCAL
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SECTION 01

Lefore the City

Long before there was a city, there was a lake.

The Luisefio people lived along its shores for centuries. They knew the rhythms of this valley intimately. When
the water rose, when it fell, where the fish ran, which canyons held shelter. Their pictographs are still visible on
rocks in the Ortega Mountains and the Temescal Valley, and artifacts are still being found in the hills around the

lake today. This was their home long before anyone gave it a name.

The Spanish arrived late. In 1769, the Portola expedition mapped much of California and somehow missed this
place entirely. It wasn't until 1797 that a Franciscan padre named Juan Santiago, traveling inland from Mission
San Juan Capistrano, became the first European to lay eyes on the lake. He called it Laguna Grande, "the great

lake." It was, and still is, the largest natural freshwater lake in Southern California.

For the next half-century, the lake was a stopover, not a destination. The main mission road ran along the coast.

But out here, in the inland valleys, a different kind of traffic moved through.

Mexican rancheros watered their cattle along the southern shore. American trappers passed through on hunting
expeditions. John C. Frémont's expedition camped here on his way west. During the Gold Rush, thousands of
emigrants followed the Southern Emigrant Trail along the lake's edge, heading toward the goldfields and the

coast.

Then came the stagecoach. The Butterfield Overland Mail, the first transcontinental mail route in the country,
ran a stage line directly through the Elsinore Valley starting in 1858. A relay station was built at the Machado
adobe to change horses and feed travelers. That building still stands near Grand Avenue today, quietly anchoring

a story most drivers passing by have no idea is there.

"By the time the first town founders showed up in 1883, this valley
had already been a crossroads for nearly a century."

CHAPTER 01. THE STORY OF LAKE ELSINORE 02



SECTION 02

The Frontier Town

1880 - 1900

In 1883, a man named Franklin Heald bought the 12,832-acre Machado Rancho for $24,000 with two partners,
Donald Graham and William Collier. They had a vision: turn this land into a town.

The name Elsinore came from Margaret Collier Graham, sister to William and wife to Donald. She liked the
sound of the Shakespearean setting from Hamlet. The name stuck. Today, Lake Elsinore is officially a sister city

of Helsinger, Denmark, the real Elsinore.

The town grew quickly. The California Southern Railroad ran a line through what's now Railroad Canyon in
1884, opening Elsinore up to the rest of the state. Mineral springs near the lake drew visitors looking for healing
waters, and in 1887, the Crescent Bath House opened its doors. Today known as The Chimes, it still stands in
the historic district as a registered national historic site.

On April 9, 1888, Elsinore officially became the 73rd city to be incorporated in California, just 38 years after
California became a state. That makes it one of the oldest cities in all of Riverside County. Older than the
county itself.

The early economy ran on coal and clay mining, gold mining in the nearby Pinacate district, ranching, and

orchards. By the late 1890s, the town had a school, a post office, a hotel, a general store, and a community of

families who saw something in this valley worth building on.

>Photo source: Lake Elsinore Historical Society Museum, founders William Collier, Franklin Heald, and Margaret Collier Graham.
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SECTION 03

The Lesort Era

1900 - 1940

By the early 1900s, word about Elsinore had spread.

The mineral springs that drew the first visitors in the 1880s had grown into a full destination. The dry climate
was said to be good for the lungs. The sulfur water and mud baths were said to heal almost anything. The lake
itself was advertised as comparable to Palm Springs. Whether or not the medical claims held up, people came.
Lots of them.

Elsinore became one of Southern California's premier resort towns, just a few hours from Los Angeles by car or
train. Vacationers came for swimming, fishing, picnicking, and dancing. They stayed in cottages and hotels.
They ate chicken dinners at lakeside dining pavilions and danced to live bands at night. For decades, the lake

was a place people came to slow down.

It was also a place where serious sports happened. The lake hosted Olympic-level boat training in the 1920s.
High-speed boat racing drew crowds from across the region. The Lake Elsinore Yacht Club anchored a
thriving boating culture that brought competitors and spectators in by the thousands. This wasn't just a sleepy

resort. It was a stage.

Then in 1925, a Santa Monica developer named W.R. Covington bought 650 feet of lakefront and built a resort
on Poe Street that would have cost nearly $4 million in today's dollars. A clubhouse, a swimming pool, a dance

floor, and full amenities, all aimed at the upper end of the vacationing crowd.

But the most important story of this era is one most people don't know.

= T

5Photo source: Reddit, boats at Lake Elsinore Pier, late 1920s.
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SECTION 03 ¢ CONTINUED

The Lake Shore Beach Club

"Photo source: Calisphere, relaxing at Lake Elsinore, 1940s.

While much of America was segregated and Black families were barred from most resorts, Lake Elsinore

became a destination that welcomed them.

By the mid-1920s, the Lake Shore Beach Club and a network of Black-owned cottages were thriving along the

lake. Vacationers traveled in from Los Angeles, picnicked, swam, boated, and danced under the stars.

"Everyone would hang out at the lake for picnics, swimming, and some boating. It was like paradise to
go out on the lake."
— MILTON ANDERSON, RECALLING SUMMERS AT LAKE ELSINORE

The California Eagle, the most influential Black newspaper on the West Coast, ran summer features on
Elsinore for decades. Notable visitors included actor Clarence Muse and resort developer Charles S. Darden,
and by the 1940s, the historic Second Baptist Church of Los Angeles operated its own beach house here.

Lake Elsinore was one of only a handful of places in California where Black Americans could vacation with

dignity, and historian Alison Rose Jefferson has spent years documenting it. It's one of the most overlooked

stories in Lake Elsinore's history, and most residents today have no idea it ever happened.

CHAPTER 01. THE STORY OF LAKE ELSINORE 05



SECTION 04

Loom. Bust., and Boom Again

The lake has always had a mind of its own.

It went dry in the mid-1930s, just as the Great Depression was hollowing out the resort era. The clubhouses
closed and the Hollywood crowds stopped coming. Then in 1938, just as quietly as it had disappeared, the lake

came back.

During World War II, Lake Elsinore did something nobody expected. The U.S. military used the lake to test
seaplanes, and a Douglas Aircraft plant opened in town to build wing assemblies for the B-17 Flying
Fortress, the legendary bomber that flew over Europe.

By the early 1950s, the lake went completely dry again, this time for nearly ten full years. It was the first
complete dry-up in recorded history.

In the middle of all that, something historic happened that almost nobody talks about.

In 1948, Thomas R. Yarborough was elected to the Lake Elsinore City Council, becoming the first Black city
councilman in California. In 1966, he became one of the first Black mayors elected anywhere in
California, three years before Douglas Dollarhide became the more widely known mayor of Compton. Today,

Yarborough Park sits along the lake's shoreline.

8Photo source: The Press-Enterprise, dried Lake Elsinore, 1950s.
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SECTION 04 ¢ CONTINUED

The Lake Comes Back

Photo source: Lake Elsinore Levee, spring bloom.

In 1964, the lake was finally artificially refilled with water from the Colorado River, delivered through the
Metropolitan Water District's aqueduct. Skylark Airport south of the lake emerged as a world-class skydiving

destination, and new families moved in.

In 1972, residents voted by popular ballot to officially rename the city from "Elsinore" to ""Lake Elsinore", a

recognition that the lake was central to the city's identity.

Then came the floods. In 1980, more than a week of heavy rains caused the lake to swell catastrophically,
destroying homes and businesses along the shoreline. In 1981 and 1983, El Nifio storms produced the worst
flooding in recorded history.

The Lake Elsinore Management Project (LEMP) broke ground in 1988 and was completed in 1995, with an
earthen levee, new wells, and controlled overflow points built to stabilize the lake's water level for good.

Today, the lake stays full thanks to recycled water from the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, careful
management, and natural rainfall. Five million gallons of treated recycled water are added daily to offset
evaporation. In early 2024, after a series of strong winter storms, the lake reached its highest level in more than
25 years.

The boom-and-bust era is over. The lake, finally, is here to stay.

CHAPTER 01. THE STORY OF LAKE ELSINORE 07
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SECTION 05

Where we Are Now

2026

Today, Lake Elsinore is home to roughly 75,000 people and is one of the fastest-growing cities in Southwest

Riverside County. The city is in what its current mayor calls a "true renaissance."

The downtown historic district is in the middle of a major transformation. The "Rediscover Downtown"
initiative is rolling out civic improvement projects designed to enhance Main Street and physically reconnect
downtown to the lake for the first time in decades.

Modern Lake Elsinore still runs on the things that have always defined it: the Outlets, the Lake Elsinore
Storm at Storm Stadium, Skydive Elsinore, and an identity that the city formalized in 2026 with its new
Action Sports Industry Growth Plan (2026-2040). The slogan adopted in 2006 still fits: "Dream Extreme."

But the bigger story is quieter than the slogans.

It's the lake at full capacity for the first time in over 25 years. It's families moving here from Orange County,
San Diego, and Los Angeles for affordability without giving up the lifestyle.

Most people drive past Lake Elsinore on the 15 and have no idea any of this is here. They don't know about The
Chimes. Or the Butterfield stagecoach stop. Or the Olympic training that happened on the water. Or the Black
resort community that thrived here when most of the country was closed off. Or Thomas Yarborough. Or the

lake going dry for ten years and coming back full enough to flood the basin twice over, but... now you do.

And that's just the first chapter.

Photo source: MyWaterSheds, overlooking Lake Elsinore, hills, and surrounding neighborhoods.
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What it is, what you cah do on it, and what locals know

and visitors don’t.

CHAPTER 02

“"Photo source: Whiskers Fishing Beach, Lake Elsinore shoreline.




SECTION 01

The Lasics

Lake Elsinore is the largest natural freshwater lake in Southern California. That's the headline most people
know. The rest is less famous and worth understanding if you live near it.

The lake covers 3,000 surface acres with 14 miles of shoreline, stretching about 6 miles long and 1.5 miles across
at its widest point. Its average depth is 27 feet, with a maximum depth of 42 feet. At a healthy water level of 1,244
feet above sea level, the lake holds roughly 30,000 acre-feet, or close to 10 billion gallons.

It sits at the lowest point of the San Jacinto River watershed, a 750-square-mile drainage basin that extends all
the way to San Jacinto Peak. When the lake rises to 1,255 feet, it overflows into Temescal Wash, which eventually
feeds the Santa Ana River near Corona.

This is where the lake's nature gets unusual. Lake Elsinore is a terminal lake, meaning water normally flows in but
doesn't flow out. Whatever enters the basin stays, evaporates, or gets used. That's part of why the lake is prone to
fluctuation, and part of why managing it takes constant work.

Today, the lake is actively managed. Five million gallons of recycled water are added daily by the Elsinore Valley
Municipal Water District to offset evaporation. An aeration system installed in 2007 keeps oxygen levels stable.
The Lake Elsinore & San Jacinto Watersheds Authority (LESJWA) monitors water quality, manages fish
populations, and maintains the infrastructure that keeps the lake healthy.

It's a managed lake. Not a wild one. And that's exactly why it's still here.

r, ¥ "y 4

2Photo source: City of Lake Elsinoe Facebook, Lake Elsinore nanbubble pilot project.
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SECTION 02

On the Water

The lake is open from sunrise to sunset, year-round. Here's what you can actually do on it, and how it works.

Boating, Jet Skis & Motorized Vessels
Every motorized vessel needs a Lake Use Pass. Daily passes are $10. The only public boat launch is at
Launch Pointe Recreation Destination & RV Park (32040 Riverside Drive) — a 6-lane ramp, first-come-

first-served, no reservations. Several private launches ring the rest of the lake.

Lake Elsinore is one of the only places in the region with a designated high-speed zone (jet skis, water skiers,

wakeboarders) alongside a clearly marked No Wake Zone for slower vessels and shoreline activity.

Shoreline property owners can apply for an Annual Lakefront Use Pass that allows launching from their

own property and overnight mooring.

Fishing
The lake is regularly stocked with largemouth bass, channel catfish, hybrid striped bass, crappie (black
and white), bluegill, and carp. Local anglers consistently pull in solid bass.

Anyone 16 or older needs a valid California State Fishing License, available online or onsite at the Launch

Pointe General Store. There are three free public fishing beaches along Lakeshore Drive:

« Whiskers Fishing Beach (Townsend Street)
« Davis Street Fishing Beach
« Lowell Street Fishing Beach

Parking is free at all three. You can also fish at Launch Pointe (one-day fishing pass required) or from your

own boat.

BPhoto source: Fish Lake Elsinore, Launch Pointe Marina.

CHAPTER 02. THE LAKE ITSELF 11
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SECTION 02 ¢ CONTINUED

On the Water
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"Photo source: Launch Pointe, JT Rentals pontoons staged ready to go.
Don't Own a Boat? You Don't Need To.

JT's Rentals at Launch Pointe is the lake's main on-site rental operation, offering pontoon boats, jet skis, fishing boats,
paddleboards, and kayaks by the hour or day. Pontoon rentals run roughly $100-$200/hour, with half-day rentals
around $400-$800 and full-day around $700-$1,000+. Jet skis and paddleboards have their own hourly rates with gas and

life vests included.

Renters must be 18+ (or 13+ with a parent/guardian), and jet ski drivers must be 21+ with a valid license. Rental

insurance and a security deposit apply.

Launch Pointe: More Than a Boat Ramp

Launch Pointe isn't just where you put your boat in. It's also Lake Elsinore's main lakefront RV park and recreation
destination, with full RV sites, vintage trailers, and yurts for overnight stays, plus a swimming pool, the Bait & Tackle
Shop, and The Bobber Restaurant. For visitors and locals alike, it's the easiest way to spend a full day at the lake

without owning gear.

Swimming, Towables & Pets
Swimming is allowed at designated beach areas. Inflatable towables (tubes behind boats) are permitted as long as they're
used as the manufacturer intended. Dogs are allowed on and in the lake on leash, though the city doesn't recommend dogs

ingest the water.
Alcohol is prohibited on all city parks and beaches with one exception: Launch Pointe, where it's allowed.

Rates and rules accurate as of 2026. Verify current pricing at lake-elsinore.org or launch-pointe.com.

CHAPTER 02. THE LAKE ITSELF 12



SECTION 03

Around the Shoreline

The lake has 14 miles of shoreline. Most of it is private. Here's where the public can actually get in.

Elm Grove Beach
Lake Elsinore's main public swimming beach. 16 acres at 500 W. Lakeshore Drive, with a sandy/pebble
shoreline, picnic areas, reservable shelters, and free parking. No fees. Bring chairs and a cooler. Limited parking

fills up fast on warm weekends.

Yarborough Park
A small lakefront community park named for Thomas R. Yarborough, the first Black city councilman in
California (covered in Chapter 1). Walking access to the water, shaded benches, quieter than Elm Grove. A good

morning spot.

The Levee Path
The earthen levee built as part of the 1995 LEMP project is also Lake Elsinore's closest thing to a continuous
lakefront walking path. Locals run, walk dogs, push strollers, and watch sunsets along it daily. Free, public, and

one of the city's most underrated everyday amenities.

The Marina
Lake Elsinore Marina sits at the north end of the lake, separate from Launch Pointe. Boat slips, fuel, and basic

services for owners who don't want to trailer their boat every trip.

Other public access points: the three fishing beaches along Lakeshore Drive (Whiskers, Davis, Lowell) and

Launch Pointe at the south end. Both covered in Section (2.

INSIDER INSIGHT

The Rock Snake

Walk the levee and you'll start spotting them. Hand-
painted rocks, lined up along the path, end to end,
forming what locals call "the rock snake." Some are
kids' art. Some have messages. Some are just colors.
People paint them, leave them, and others find them,
photograph them, and add to the line.

It's not a city program. Nobody runs it. It just keeps
growing.

And in a strange and wonderful way, even the vandals

S e

leave it alone. BPhoto source: Street Art Utopia Facebook, rock snake
at Lake Elsinore Levee.

CHAPTER 02. THE LAKE ITSELF 13



SECTION 04

The Lake®s Quirks

The lake has rhythms. Locals learn them. Newcomers are usually surprised by them. Here's what to know.

The Color
Lake Elsinore is not a postcard-blue lake. It's a shallow, warm, nutrient-rich body of water at the bottom of a
750-square-mile watershed, and it carries the green tint that comes with that. That color is normal. Most of the

time, it's not a problem.

The Algae
Algae blooms are real. Most are harmless. A small percentage are not. The lake's shallow depth and warm
summers make it vulnerable to harmful algal blooms (HABs) that can produce toxins dangerous to people and

pets.

In 2024, a HAB triggered a ""Danger" advisory — the highest level — with toxin levels far above safe

thresholds. The city posted warning signs, restricted water contact, and worked with the State Water Resources

Control Board until the situation resolved.

What's Being Done
The city is actively investing in long-term mitigation: nanobubble oxygenation systems, phosphorus-binding
boom socks, satellite tracking through the EPA's CyAN program, and a multi-year Lake Management

Plan. The lake isn't being ignored. It's being actively engineered.

INSIDER INSIGHT

How 1o Pead the Lake

The city tests regularly through its Lake Watch
program at lake-elsinore.org/Lake-Watch.
Locals follow a simple rule: green water alone FESETEEEEENISNE RN - .
is normal. Scum, foam, dead fish, or strong
smell is not.

If you see posted advisory signs, respect them.

Otherwise, the lake is open and used by

thousands every weekend. "Photo source: California Water Quality Monitoring
Council, harmful algal bloom advisory sign example.

CHAPTER 02. THE LAKE ITSELF 14
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There’s no singie';Lake Elsinore.
This 1s where the city actually lives.

" Photo source: Homes.com, Lake Elsinore Hills neighborhood.



SECTION 01

The Hills

All three sit in the Lake Elsinore Hills District. All have HOAs running roughly $150-3300/month. All are

served by Lake Elsinore Unified School District (B-rated overall). All have views. Here's what makes each one

its own.

Tuscany Hills

The most established hillside community in Lake Elsinore, built between 1973 and 2006. Mediterranean and
Spanish-inspired homes ranging from 1,200 to 4,200+ sq ft. Tuscany sits at one of the highest elevations in the
city, giving many homes cooling afternoon “Elsinore Effect” breezes and panoramic views of Lake Elsinore,
the Ortega Mountains, and even Canyon Lake. Tuscany Hills Elementary (A-rated) sits inside the
community.

Price: $600K to $850K

Tradeoff: Mello-Roos taxes apply. Larger lots mean larger landscaping responsibilities.

Canyon Hills

The largest master-planned community in Lake Elsinore with 3,028 homes built primarily in the 2000s. Three
community pools, sports parks, dog parks, a splash pad, walking trails, and the 18-acre Canyon Hills
Community Park give the area an active, family-oriented feel. The HOA also hosts events throughout the year,
making it one of the city’s busiest and most connected communities.

Price: mid-$500Ks to upper-$600Ks

Tradeoff: Mello-Roos applies. Active community means more activity and weekend traffic. Note: parts of
Canyon Hills are served by Menifee USD instead of LEUSD — verify by address.

Rosetta Canyon

A smaller hillside master-planned community with a mix of single-family homes and townhomes. Rosetta
offers one of the more accessible price points in the Hills District and remains one of the few communities in
the area where townhomes are still available.

Price: $500K to $650K

Tradeoff: Smaller lots than Tuscany Hills or Canyon Hills.
INSIDER INSIGHT

Wildfire Lisk in the Hills

Most of Lake Elsinore's hillside communities sit within CalFire's High or Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zones, common for hillside neighborhoods across California. This affects insurance pricing and
availability.

Request a CLUE report early to confirm insurability. Working with a broker familiar with wildfire-zone
policies can prevent surprises at closing.

CHAPTER 03. WHERE PEOPLE ACTUALLY LIVE 16



SECTION 02

The Newer Master=-Planned

Two newer master-planned communities, both built in the last 10-20 years. Both have HOAs running roughly
$117-$200/month. Both are served by Lake Elsinore Unified School District. Both have on-site amenities.
Here's what makes each one its own.

Summerly

Built starting around 2012 in the East Lake District, Summerly is a 1,077-home master-planned community
wrapped around the Links at Summerly, a Cal Olson—designed public golf course. Two pools, splash pads, a
clubhouse, walking trails, parks, and direct golf course access make this one of the more amenity-rich
communities in the city, especially considering the relatively low HOA dues. Specific elementary school
assignment varies by address; verify on the LEUSD boundary map.

Price: $550K to $700K

Tradeoff: Mello-Roos taxes apply. Newer landscaping means less mature shade. Sub-communities are still

being developed, so expect ongoing construction in adjacent areas.

Alberhill Ranch

A S11-acre master-planned community in the Alberhill District on the west side of the city, built starting
around 2005 and still actively expanding with new construction by Pulte Homes and Centex Homes. The 22-
acre Alberhill Ranch Community Park anchors the area with a football field, playground, picnic spots, and
the Boys & Girls Clubhouse. Alberhill Elementary is the assigned school, with miles of trails and easy I-15
access.

Price: $600K to $840K (new construction)

Tradeoff: Mello-Roos applies. The broader Alberhill area is part of a multi-decade master plan — including
the planned 8,000-home Alberhill Villages nearby — so expect ongoing construction and changing
surroundings for years to come.

INSIDER INSIGHT

Understanding HOAs in Lake Elsinore

Most master-planned communities in Lake Elsinore have HOAs running $100-$300/month. They
typically cover community amenities (pools, parks, clubhouses), common-area landscaping, and shared
maintenance. They do not cover your home's roof, plumbing, or yard.

Many of these same communities also have Mello-Roos special tax assessments, separate from HOA dues,

paid through property taxes, and used to fund infrastructure like roads, schools, and fire services. These
can add $2,000-$5,000+ per year to your tax bill.

CHAPTER 03. WHERE PEOPLE ACTUALLY LIVE 17



Lake-Adiacent Living

Both areas put you near the lake and near the city's history. Both have older housing stock with character (and

sometimes quirks). Both lean toward no-HOA living with more variety in home age and condition. Here's what
makes each one its own.

Historic Downtown

The oldest part of Lake Elsinore, founded in 1888, anchored by Main Street with its century-old brick
buildings, the Crescent Bath House (The Chimes, 1887), the Santa Fe Depot (1896), and Armory Hall
(1887), listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places. Housing is a real mix: early-1900s bungalows
and cottages, mid-century ranch-style homes, and post-2000 Mediterranean-influenced custom builds. The
city's ongoing "Rediscover Downtown" initiative, a $67.5 million investment program, is actively restoring
landmarks and physically reconnecting downtown to the lake. Walkable to restaurants, festivals, and the
lakefront. Most older single-family homes here have no HOA, though some newer condo developments do.
Price: $300K to $800K (range reflects condition and home age)

Tradeoff: Older homes often need updates. Renovations within the Historic Overlay District must comply
with city design standards. Some streets are tighter than newer neighborhoods.

Country Club Heights

A hillside neighborhood founded in 1912 on the steep slopes overlooking the lake. Known for elevated lots
with panoramic lake and city views, larger parcels than most of the city, and almost no HOA presence.
Mature trees and varied home styles give the area an established, lived-in character — nothing here looks
cookie-cutter. With a Walk Score of 38, it's one of Lake Elsinore's more walkable neighborhoods, and vacant
lots still come up regularly for custom builds. The area's history runs deep too: Aimee's Castle (1928),
commissioned by evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson, still stands here as a local landmark from the lake's
Hollywood Golden Age.

Price: $400K to $650K (median ~$573K, hilltop view homes higher)

Tradeoff: Steep terrain means limited road access in some pockets, with some lots reached by dirt roads.
Older infrastructure varies block to block. Hillside location means higher wildfire risk (see Section 01
callout).

INSIDER INSIGHT

FEMA Flood Zones

Lake Elsinore has flooded multiple times in its history (covered in Chapter 1), and parts of the city —
especially lakefront properties and low-lying lots near the historic downtown — sit within FEMA-
designated flood zones.

This affects two things: insurance (flood insurance is often required and is separate from homeowner's
insurance) and financing (some lenders require additional documentation). Before making an offer on any
home near the lake or along low-lying corridors, check the FEMA flood map at msc.fema.gov and request
a current flood zone determination.
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Other Areas Worth Knowing

Lake Elsinore is bigger than the master-planned communities. These areas round out the housing picture

across more price points and lifestyles.

A residential pocket in the Lake View District on the city's western edge, built primarily 2010-2012. Quiet
streets, family-friendly, walkable to McVicker Canyon Park and Skate Park. Some sub-communities like
Cambria Hills and Shore Pointe have modest HOAs (~$135/month); others have none.

Price: $500K to $650K

Tradeoff: Less amenity-heavy than the bigger master-planned communities. HOA status varies by sub-

community.

An unincorporated community in Riverside County along the south shore. The mailing address is still "Lake
Elsinore" and homes remain in Lake Elsinore Unified School District, but permits and code matters go
through the county. Older housing stock, mixed types, larger rural lots in some pockets, manufactured homes
throughout. Generally no HOAs.

Price: $400K to $700K (median ~$522K; lakefront $100K—$300K+ higher)

Tradeoff: Unincorporated status means navigating county systems for some things. Older infrastructure

varies block to block.

Several established manufactured home parks at lower price points. Three worth knowing: Lakeland Park
Shores (lakefront with private beach, since ~1956), Butterfield Village (129-space all-age on Riverside Drive
with pool and clubhouse), and The Huntsman on Machado Street. Most are land-lease — you own the home,
pay $700-$900/month space rent for the land.

Price: $80K to $300K (home only, plus space rent)

Manufactured Homes on Owned Land

Lake Elsinore also allows manufactured homes on private land with a permanent foundation, a state
designation called 433 A that makes the home legally equivalent to any conventionally built single-family
home. The city's zoning code (Chapter 17.44) permits this in any zone that allows conventional homes.

These properties are spread throughout the city, common in Country Club Heights, North Lake

Elsinore, the Grand Avenue corridor, and on hillside lots. They typically qualify for conventional
mortgages instead of chattel loans, and let buyers own the land instead of paying space rent.
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SECTION 5

Knowing the Neighbors

If you've been searching for homes around the lake, you've probably seen listings in Wildomar and Canyon
Lake show up alongside Lake Elsinore. They're three different cities, same valley, different rules. Knowing the
difference matters.

INSIDER INSIGHT

1 ake Flsinore vs. Wildomar vs. Canyon 1Lake

. Canyon Lake
Lake Elsinore Wildomar 4
Population ~75,000 ~37,000 ~11,000
LI £ Public, 3,000 acres No own lake Private, 383 acres
Equestrian,

Housing Wide variety semi-rural One gated community
Median Home ~$550K ~$675K ~$749K
HOAs Varies Mostly none Mandatory POA

Variety, recreation, Quiet, rural feel,

Best For . land
range of prices more fan resort feel

Gated, private lake,

All three primarily fall under Lake Elsinore Unified School District. Mello-Roos taxes apply in many
newer master-planned communities across the region.

Now you know what's actually here, who lives where, and why. The next chapter is
about everything else — the food, the festivals, the weekend stuff that makes a city
feel like home.
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SECTION 01

Fat & Drink

Lake Elsinore's food and drink scene is small but real, and surprisingly varied if you know where to look. From a
Marine veteran's BBQ joint on the lake beach to a craft beer taproom hidden behind the casino, here are the spots

that locals actually talk about.

Stadium Pizza & The Locker Room Brewery 169 N. Main Street

A family-friendly sports-themed pizza spot on Main Street that's become one of the city's most active community
partners. Owned by Rick and Sandy Kordick since 2004, they anchor local youth sports (every team gets a slice)
and run an employment training program for adults and students with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
The on-site brewery, The Locker Room, pours 30 taps (15 house-brewed, 15 guest). Recognized as the city's
"Business in Action" in 2025.

Jack's Bar-B-Q on the Water 1604 Lakeshore Drive

The only place in Lake Elsinore where you can eat real BBQ with your feet practically in the lake. US Marine
veteran owned, with 32 picnic tables and 6 fire pits on the beach itself, plus a new glass-walled dining addition.
Award-winning ribs, brisket, and pulled pork from an on-site wood smoker, full bar, live music Friday/Saturday,
open mic Sunday. Open daily 10 AM to 10 PM.

Bobber on the Lake 32040 Riverside Drive | inside Launch Pointe

A community-built destination with 4.8-star reputation and 600+ reviews. BBQ, burgers, full bar, and a deep events
calendar: live music Friday-Sunday, family karaoke Thursday-Friday, open mic Sunday, Taco Tuesdays, Monday
Night Football specials. Owners JT Alarcon and Lashel Trigg co-host the city's Fishing Derby, Oktoberfest, and
"Elsinore Idol." Pet-friendly with its own dog menu. Selected as the city's "Business in Action" in April 2025.

The Wreck 117 W. Graham Avenue | Historic Downtown | 21+

Originally opened in 1940, The Wreck is one of Lake Elsinore's oldest and most storied bars. Relaunched in March
2026 as the city's first dueling piano bar, with live music, an expanded bar, upgraded pool tables, and a redesigned
interior. The exterior still carries the Elsinore Grand Prix Tribute Mural, a direct link to the city's motorsports
heritage. Plans include an outdoor entertainment garden. Open 8 AM to 2 AM daily.

Ringside Bar & Grill 31502 Riverside Drive | 21+

The local adult sports bar, and the city's go-to for combat sports. UFC pay-per-views, boxing nights, NFL
Sundays, MMA highlight reels on every screen. Full menu kitchen open until late, full bar with strong pours, and a
regular crowd that knows each other by name. Open until 2 AM — one of the few late-night spots in Lake Elsinore
where you can actually still get a meal and a beer after midnight.

GOBLETS & GROWLERS 31796 Casino Drive #K | behind the casino

A genuine hidden gem. Tiny taproom with only 5-6 bar seats, 16 craft beers on tap from local breweries
(rotating constantly), and growler fills at near-grocery prices. Owner Lukas knows every regular. The standout
feature: a full-motion racing simulator inside the bar that runs ~$30/hour. Trivia nights, occasional events. If
you're tired of corporate beer bars, this is the antidote.
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SECTION 02

OCutdoor Adventure

Lake Elsinore sits at the edge of the Cleveland National Forest with the Ortega Highway cutting through it, an

active drop zone in town, and a wind tunnel one valley over. OQutdoor adventure here isn't a nice-to-have. It's the
lifestyle.
Skydive Elsinore 20701 Cereal Street

One of Southern California's most iconic drop zones, operating since the 1950s and visible from the freeway when
conditions are right. Tandem jumps from 13,000 feet over the lake, accelerated freefall (AFF) training for new
skydivers, and a full community of regulars who've made Lake Elsinore the unofficial skydiving capital of the
Inland Empire.

Perris Indoor Skydiving 2093 Goetz Rd, Perris | ~15 min East

The only indoor wind tunnel in California located on an actual drop zone, and the oldest in the state (open since
2003). A 96-foot vertical wind tunnel that simulates real freefall without the airplane. Open to ages 3+ with a 36-
inch minimum height, making it the rare adventure activity that genuinely works for families with young kids.

Skull Canyon Ziplines 13540 Temescal Canyon Rd, Corona | ~15 min North

A 160-acre adventure park in Temescal Canyon overlooking Corona Lake and Cleveland National Forest. Four
zipline tours from beginner-friendly to extreme (the most intense includes seven lines, drops over 300 feet, and a
45-60 minute hike), plus the Sky Gym aerial obstacle course with 21 elements across three levels. Reservations
required.

Lake Elsinore Motorsports Park 32360 Riverside Drive

A dedicated off-road motorcycle and ATV park with multiple tracks for different skill levels, jumps, and open-
riding terrain. One of the closer legal riding areas for SoCal moto/ATV enthusiasts, drawing riders from across the
region on weekends. Day passes available; bring your own bike or ATV.

Ortega Highway (CA-74) 15883 Ortega Hwy. | continue West have fun and be safe!

A 33-mile mountain highway through the Cleveland National Forest with 1,700 feet of elevation change and
famously winding turns. Legendary among motorcyclists, auto enthusiasts, and automotive photographers. The
Lookout Roadhouse (since 1945) sits along the route with panoramic lake views, BBQ, and a parking lot full of
bikes every weekend.

Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve 39400 Clinton Keith Rd, Murrieta | ~25 min South

A 9,000-acre nature preserve with engelmann oak woodlands, vernal pools, and over 20 miles of hiking trails.
Rare protected wildflowers in spring. Adobes from the early Spanish ranchos still stand on the property. Day-use
parking fee applies.

A Note on Walker Canyon

You've probably heard about Walker Canyon's poppy fields, the wildflower super-blooms that drew crowds of thousands
during peak years. As of 2026, Walker Canyon remains closed to public access due to habitat protection efforts. Stay on

official channels for any updates.
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SECTION 03

Family & Local Fun

Not everything in Lake Elsinore involves a parachute or a pint. These are the spots that work for families,

weekday hangouts, and outings that don't require a waiver.

Pins 'N Pockets 32250 Mission Trail

The city's largest indoor entertainment complex. 36 bowling lanes, a 2-story laser tag arena, Escapology
escape rooms (6 themed rooms), full arcade, Nexus Gel Blasters arena, and a sports tavern with 28 craft beers.
Inside, Murtishaw's Pro Shop (PBA regional champion Matt Murtishaw) handles custom-fit bowling balls
and private lessons.

Lake Elsinore Casino 20930 Malaga Road

A California card room casino with 22 table games including poker and blackjack. No slot machines. CJ's
Sports Grill and Turf Club with off-track betting attached. Small hotel on-site. If you want a low-key poker
night, this is your spot.

Diamond 8 Cinemas 31805 Mission Trail

The local movie theater. Standard screens, standard prices. Nothing flashy, but it means you don't have to drive
to Temecula or Murrieta for a movie night.

The Hobby Shop Corner 285 & 291 San Jacinto River Road

An unexpected destination for collectors and hobby gamers. Retro Guerrilla (#285) buys, sells, and trades
retro video games, comics, and vintage collectibles, with monthly "Retro Ambush" vendor events. A few doors
down, Bzerk TCG (#291) handles Pokemon, Magic: The Gathering, and Yu-Gi-Oh! with regular league play.

Reptile Den 31796 Casino Dr

A local exotic pet shop specializing in reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates. Owner-operated with real
expertise. Worth a visit even if you're not buying.

DelJong's Dairy 31910 Corydon Road | technically Wildomar

Family-run since 1958, just over the Lake Elsinore line but absolutely a valley staple. Famous for their
homemade chocolate milk (the kind locals stock up on by the gallon), free petting zoo, and farm tours October
through May. A weekend tradition for families across the region.

The Outlets at Lake Elsinore 17600 Collier Avenue

No longer a traditional retail outlet. The property has evolved into a mixed-use space with churches, martial arts
dojos, fitness studios, and some remaining retail.
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SECTION 04

SpOorts X Recreation

Lake Elsinore's sports identity starts and ends at one place: Storm Stadium. The city's professional baseball

team has been here since 1994, and the stadium has quietly become a venue for a lot more than just baseball.

Lake Elsinore Storm at the Diamond 500 Diamond Drive

The city's professional baseball team and a High-A affiliate of the San Diego Padres, playing at the
Diamond since 1994. The stadium seats 7,866 and consistently draws families, date-night couples, and weekend
crowds with affordable tickets, fireworks nights, themed game nights, and dollar beer promotions. Several
current and former MLB players came through Lake Elsinore on their way up, including Adrian Gonzalez and
Wil Myers. The Storm season runs April through September, with most home games on evenings and
weekends. Beyond baseball, the Diamond hosts concerts, community events, holiday festivals, and serves as the
staging ground for the city's annual mud runs (covered in Section 05).

Autocross at Storm Stadium Storm Stadium Parking Lot | 470,000 sq ft of asphalt

On weekends when the Storm aren't playing, the stadium's massive 470,000-square-foot parking lot
transforms into one of Southern California's most active SCCA autocross venues. Both the San Diego SCCA
Region and Cal Club SCCA run regular timed events here, with drivers navigating cone courses in their own
cars at competitive speeds. Free for spectators. If you've ever been curious about motorsport but don't want to
commit to a track day, autocross is the entry point, and it's happening right across from the stadium.

Links at Summerly 32025 Summerly Lane

An 18-hole public golf course designed by Cal Olson, winding through the Summerly master-planned
community with views of the surrounding hills. Open to the public (not restricted to Summerly residents).
Affordable green fees compared to Temecula and Murrieta courses, with a pro shop, practice facilities, and a
clubhouse. One of the few public courses in the immediate Lake Elsinore area.
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SECTION 05

Annual Events

Lake Elsinore's calendar is busier than most people expect. These are the events that bring the city together

vear after year, season by season.

Fishing Derbies Launch Pointe + La Laguna Resort | May & June

Two annual derbies: the Adult Fishing Derby in May at Launch Pointe ($120/team or $60/individual, with a
$1,000 Tagged Fish Challenge) hosted by the Lake Elsinore Community Foundation, and the Just For Kids
Fishing Derby in early June at La Laguna Resort, free for kids 16 and under. Both are city traditions.

Mud Runs at the Lake Storm Stadium + Lake Elsinore Raceway | March & September

Lake Elsinore has quietly become one of SoCal's premier obstacle course race destinations. Muddy Dash
(March, family-friendly, 3 miles, no timing), Tough Mudder Los Angeles (March, SK—15K with 12-20+
obstacles at Storm Stadium), and Spartan Race (September, Sprint/Super/Kids at the Raceway). Free spectator
admission at most events.

Water Lantern Festival Elm Grove Beach | May

One of the most visually striking events on the calendar. Thousands of attendees personalize biodegradable
lanterns with a message or intention, then release them onto the lake at sunset, turning the water into a sea of
floating lights. Food trucks, live music, lawn games. Held the third Saturday of May; tickets sell out early.

Storm Halloween Festival Storm Stadium | October

A 3-day festival at the Diamond with rides, free trick-or-treating, costume contests, live music, and a
marketplace. Family-friendly, free general admission. One of the bigger Halloween events in the Inland Empire.

Holiday Trunk Events Main Street Downtown | October & April

The city's Trunk-or-Treat takes over Main Street every October with decorated trunks, a spooky maze, and
food vendors. In spring, the Bunny Trunk Hop (started 2023) does the same concept for Easter. Both are free,
family-focused, and draw crowds from across the valley.

Winterfest & the Holiday Season Main Street Downtown | December

The city's biggest annual tradition. Winterfest takes over Main Street the first Saturday of December with the
Holiday Lights Parade featuring floats and marching bands, a snow hill with trucked-in artificial snow,
photos with Santa in Gediman Square, a holiday market with local crafts and gifts, food trucks, amusements,
live entertainment, and family activities for all ages. The Tree Lighting Ceremony is held the Thursday before,
kicking off the holiday season downtown. If you want to see Lake Elsinore at its most connected, this is the
weekend.
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Community

The practical stuff. What the schools look like,
where the parks are, and how the city actually works.
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SECTION 01

The SChools

Schools are one of the top three reasons buyers shortlist Lake Elsinore. Here's an honest look at the district, the

standouts, and the alternatives most realtor materials skip.

The Lake Elsinore Unified School District (LEUSD) covers 144 square miles with 25 schools and 20,700+
students. Overall Niche grade: B, with a 23:1 student-teacher ratio, a 93% graduation rate, and $14,400
per student in annual spending. State test proficiency runs 23% math and 37% reading at the district level —
below California averages of 33% and 47%. The district reflects state averages on most demographics;
academic performance varies widely school-to-school. The real story is which school.

The High Schools

Temescal Canyon High School

Niche B+ | ~2,248 students | Canyon Hills / Tuscany Hills / Horsethief Canyon

The district's top comprehensive high school. California Gold Ribbon and California Distinguished School.
Strong AVID program, AP courses, and STEAM pathway. The Titans field 18+ varsity sports with multiple
Southwestern League titles in football and competitive baseball, basketball, and volleyball programs. The
"Blue Hole" student section is regionally famous and has been copied by rival schools across the league.
Award-winning performing arts and music programs, with student musicians frequently invited to local civic
and community events. One of the larger comprehensive high schools in southwest Riverside County.

Elsinore High School

~2,065 students | Founded 1891 | Wildomar & Southern LE

California Distinguished School, AVID National Demonstration School, and Model of Excellence for
Special Education and Peer Counseling. Strong JROTC program with Color Guard appearances at Lake
Elsinore Storm games and city events. Academic Decathlon team competes annually at the Riverside County
level. The Tigers produced Girls' Water Polo CIF Division 3 Champions and the school's first football CIF
championship in 2018. Active visual and performing arts, FFA (Future Farmers of America), and Black
Student Union programs. One of the oldest schools in Riverside County, with deep roots in the local
community.

Lakeside High School

Niche B- | ~1,761 students | Country Club Heights / Lakeland Village

The Lancers. AVID National Demonstration School (recognized 2011, 2014, 2017) with 99% of AVID
seniors accepted to a 4-year university and 100% completing college A-G requirements. 94% graduation
rate, 24 sports, GATE program, AP courses, and Sports Medicine and other CTE pathways giving students
hands-on career experience before graduation. Competitive in wrestling (CIF state-level), boys soccer (CIF
Southern Section playoffs), basketball, and dance. Parent and student reviews praise AVID and AP teachers for
genuine investment in college outcomes.
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SECTION 01 | CONTINUED

The SChools

A Few Flementary Schools

Cottonwood Canyon Elementary

Niche B+ | ~811 students | Canyon Hills

Ranked #1 elementary in LEUSD by SchoolDigger. Gifted & Talented program. 50% math and 49%
reading proficiency — more than double the district average. Located steps from Canyon Lake Middle School,
creating a built-in pipeline within Canyon Hills.

Tuscany Hills Elementary

Niche B+ | ~610 students | Tuscany Hills

California Distinguished School. Top 20% in California for math and reading. Gifted & Talented program.
Located inside the Tuscany Hills gated community feeds Canyon Lake Middle School.

Rice Canyon Elementary

Top 30% in California | McVicker / Lake View District

Consistently strong test scores. Serves the western Lake Elsinore neighborhoods including McVicker Canyon
and the surrounding hillside communities. Located 0.6 miles from Terra Cotta Middle School, providing a
close-by transition for families in the area.

The Middle Schools

Canyon Lake Middle School

Niche B+ | ~970 students | Canyon Hills | Feeds Temescal Canyon HS

Located next to Cottonwood Canyon Elementary. AVID program prepares students for Temescal Canyon HS's
AP pathway. GATE program, strong band and athletics.

Terra Cotta Middle School

~1,089 students | Central Lake Elsinore | Feeds Lakeside HS

AVID National Demonstration School — one of only 147 in the country with this distinction. Schoolwide
AVID elective, GATE program, 10 sports, and the Multilingual Mustang Model for English language learners.
The strongest AVID credential in the district.

Elsinore Middle School

~937 students | Central Lake Elsinore | Feeds Elsinore HS

The district's flagship middle school in age and history. STEAM designated, with AVID, GATE (GEMS),
PLUS, and Biliteracy programs. Strong band department. AVID flows into Elsinore HS's AVID National
Demonstration program.

David A. Brown Middle School

~1,062 students | Wildomar | Feeds Elsinore HS

Serves southern Lake Elsinore and Wildomar. AVID program continuing into Elsinore HS, GATE program,
and Project Lead The Way (PLTW) — a hands-on engineering and STEM curriculum that builds toward CTE
pathways at the high school level.
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The SChools

Menifee USD Overlan

Parts of Canyon Hills fall in Menifee Union School District rather than LEUSD. Herk Bouris Elementary
(34257 Kalanchoe Rd) is a Menifee district school despite having a Lake Elsinore address. Taawila
Elementary in Menifee is Menifee USD's highest-rated elementary and serves the area. Menifee USD averages
higher state test proficiency than LEUSD. Verify your specific address at leusd.k12.ca.us or (951) 253-7000
— district lines shift block by block.

Homeschool & Alternative Education

Lake Elsinore has a notably active homeschool community — driven in part by I-15 flexibility for families
balancing student athletes, performing arts, religious preferences, and remote-work parents. Three options
covering different approaches:

Tuition-free Public Charter | TK-12 | Full Homeschool with Structure

5,600+ students across Riverside and adjacent counties. UC/CSU eligible high school courses, virtual live
instruction, personalized learning plans, and local in-person park days for community connection. The largest
charter option serving Lake Elsinore families.

Murrieta | Tuition-free Public Charter | Hybrid On-Campus + Home

A hybrid model — students attend campus part of the week and learn from home the rest. Popular with
student-athletes, performing arts families, and parents wanting structure plus flexibility. Personalized
learning plans with on-site resource centers.

Temecula | ~20 min South | Private K-12 College Prep

The traditional private school option for valley families. K-12 college-prep with Christian curriculum,
smaller class sizes, robust athletics, and full-time on-campus structure. Tuition approximately $10K—
$16K+/year depending on grade level.

The Community College

Is the area's primary community college and one of California's fastest-growing. The Menifee Valley Campus
(~12 miles east) is closest, with the Temecula Valley Campus also serving area students. California resident
tuition is $46 per unit — under $1,400/year for full-time enrollment, compared to $14K+/year at a UC. Strong
Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) pathways guarantee admission to UC and CSU systems with junior
standing. Dual enrollment available for current LEUSD high school students, letting them earn college credits
before graduating. The San Jacinto Campus also hosts the state's first AniMakerspace, an animatronics lab
built in partnership with Garner Holt Education Through Imagination — one of the more unique CTE programs
in California.
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SECTION 02

Parks & Decreation

Lake Elsinore's park system is bigger than most people expect. Twenty parks, three skate parks, a BMX pump track,

four dog parks, and a city recreation department that runs programs for every age.
The DPark System

The city maintains 20 parks with hundreds of acres of active and passive recreation. Amenities include 3 skate
parks, a BMX pump track at Serenity Park, 4 dog parks, 2 splash pads (Canyon Hills and Summerly),
tournament-grade sports fields, picnic shelters, hiking trails, playgrounds, and three indoor facilities available for
rent.

Parks = The Big €

Rosetta Canyon Sports Park

The city's flagship sports facility. Tournament-grade baseball, softball, and soccer fields. Home to AYSO
soccer and youth baseball tournaments year-round.

McVicker Canyon Park

Walking trails, the McVicker Hiking Stairs (a 278-foot elevation gain workout), the city's first skate park, dog
park, and ball fields.

Serenity Park
Built 2015. The BMX pump track and a state-of-the-art 8,500 sq ft skate park designed by internationally
known firm Spohn Ranch.

Canyon Hills Community Park

18 acres inside Canyon Hills with pools, splash pad, sports fields, and dog park (covered in Chapter 3).

Tuscany Hills Park
Small neighborhood park adjacent to Tuscany Hills Elementary, with shaded playsets and ball fields hosting
school and league games.

Elm Grove Beach
16 acres of public lakefront. Site of the Water Lantern Festival (Chapter 4).

Recreation Programs

Lake Community Center 310 W. Graham Ave

8,000 sq ft facility hosting adult kickball and softball leagues, drop-in sports, recreation classes, summer
day camps, and the Geri-Fit program for adults 50+.

Senior Activity Center 420 E Lakeshore Dr
Programs for adults 55+: art classes, the Fit & Strong exercise program, book clubs, chair volleyball, billiards,
paralegal services, health screenings, and a daily nutrition program. Also a city Cooling and Warm Center.

Year-Round Programs | Register online through CivicRec at lake-elsinore.org
Youth sports leagues (Little League, AYSO), swim lessons, ballet, Zumba, summer day camps, and adult sports.
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The Day=to=Day

Lake Elsinore runs on a mix of city services, county partnerships, and the I-15 freeway. Here's what you need to

know about how daily life actually works here.

The Commute
Most residents work elsewhere. Common destinations:
¢« Temecula / Murrieta — 20-30 min south

« Corona — 25-30 min north

« Riverside — 30-40 min north

« Orange County — 50-75 min west

« San Diego County — 75-120 min south

« Los Angeles — 75-120 min northwest

Rush-hour traffic northbound mornings and southbound evenings is real. Plan your offer accordingly if you're
house-hunting around commute time.

Medical & Fmergency

No full-service hospital exists within city limits. Nearest options:
« Inland Valley Medical Center — Wildomar, ~10 min

« Loma Linda University Medical Center — Murrieta — ~15 min
« Kaiser Permanente Wildomar / Murrieta — full Kaiser network, ~10-15 min

« Corona Regional Medical Center — ~25 min north
A Kaiser Target Clinic inside Lake Elsinore Target handles basic urgent care for Kaiser members.
Fire & Law Enforcement
Both services are contracted with Riverside County — Lake Elsinore has no city police or fire department.

« Fire: Cal Fire / Riverside County Fire operates four stations — McVicker (85), Railroad Canyon (94),
Rosetta Canyon (97), and Station 10 downtown at 410 W. Graham Ave.

« Law Enforcement: Riverside County Sheriff's Department — Lake Elsinore Station at 333 W. Limited Ave
covers Lake Elsinore, Wildomar, Canyon Lake, and unincorporated Corona.
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The Day=to=Day

Key City & County Offices

Lake Elsinore City Hall — 130 S. Main Street
Riverside County DPSS — 1400 W. Minthorn Street (CalFresh, Medi-Cal, CalWORKs, Child Care)
Sheriff's Station — 333 W. Limited Avenue | Non-emergency 951-776-1099

Cal Fire Station 10 — 410 W. Graham Avenue | Non-emergency fire related 951-674-2161
Medical, Sheriff, and/or Fire Emergency — 911

Library Access

The Lake Elsinore Library has temporarily relocated to 17600 Collier Ave Suite G170 during renovations to
its Graham Avenue home. The Canyon Lake Library (32593 Riverside Drive) and Wildomar Library (34303
Mission Trail) also serve the valley. All three are part of the Riverside County Library System.

Fvervday Fssentials

Grocery: Stater Bros is the primary grocer for most of the valley. Also Walmart and Albertsons.

Big Box & Major Retail: Off the Central Avenue exit sits the city's main shopping hub — Target, Lowe's,

Home Depot, and Costco, all within minutes of each other.

Frontier Fiber — Up to 7 Gbps, fiber-optic, ~86% of Lake Elsinore coverage. The fastest available option.
Spectrum — Primary cable provider, up to 1 Gbps, ~95% city coverage
AT&T Internet Air — 5G fixed wireless

T-Mobile — 5G Home Internet widely available; T-Mobile Fiber expanding into select Lake Elsinore
neighborhoods (check by address)

Verizon 5G — Fixed wireless option

Electric: Southern California Edison
Gas: SoCal Gas
Water: Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD)

Trash & Recycling: CR&R Environmental Services — three-cart weekly (black/refuse, gray/recycling,
green/organics + yard waste)
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The Market Today

The Lake Elsinore market in 2026 is more balanced than it's been in years. Here's an honest look at where

things stand.

« Median home price: ~$595,000-$625,000 (varies monthly)

« Median price per square foot: ~$280

« Days on market: ~60—-100 days (up from 40-50 a year prior)

« Inventory: ~3.9 months of supply — approaching balanced

« Sale-to-list ratio: ~99.8% — sellers near asking, but negotiation is back
« Year-over-year price change: Flat to slightly down

Market type: Balanced, leaning slight seller's. Neither side faces extreme pressure.

Strong inflow from Orange County, San Diego County, and Los Angeles — buyers seeking more space and
lower cost than the coast. Inland Empire buyers from Riverside, Corona, and Moreno Valley also relocate here
for the lake lifestyle and newer construction.

Mostly long-time owners sitting on substantial equity from the 2015-2020 appreciation window. Common
moves: downsizing within the Inland Empire (Menifee, Hemet, Murrieta) or relocating out of state to Texas,
Nevada, and Arizona where their equity stretches further.

99% of Lake Elsinore properties carry some wildfire risk over the next 30 years per First Street Foundation
data. This affects insurance premiums and availability — budget accordingly.

Climate models project Lake Elsinore will see more days above 104°F in coming years. In practice: higher AC
bills in July—September, more emphasis on backyard shade, and pools become a real consideration, not just a
luxury.

Long-term appreciation:
» S-year appreciation: ~30%

« 10-year appreciation: ~116% (top 20% nationally)
« Annualized average: ~8% per year over the last decade

Recent flattening is real — but the long arc has been strong.
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What's LBeing Built

Lake Elsinore is one of the fastest-growing cities in the Inland Empire. Construction is concentrated in three

zones — and most of it is north of the lake.

~10 min north of the lake, off I-15
The biggest growth zone. Two master-planned communities are reshaping the entire northern edge of the city.
Alberhill Lake Elsinore is a 2,500-acre development with single-family neighborhoods, retail centers,
schools, medical offices, business parks, and industrial space all in active planning or construction.
Alberhill Villages adds another 8,000+ residential units across 1,400 acres, plus higher education,
commercial, retail, and open space. For buyers, this means new homes from the mid-$500,000s into the
$700,000s at communities like Alberhill Ranch (KB Home, D.R. Horton, others), with modern floor plans,
solar, and Energy Star certifications.

~5 min north of the lake, east of I-15
A 72-acre specific plan area near Temescal Canyon High School. Meritage Homes' '""Highland at Nichols
Ranch" is actively selling 4-bedroom homes from ~$677,000, with 2,541 sq ft floor plans, spray foam
insulation, and high-performance HVAC.

near Storm Stadium, south of the lake
Continued buildout of single-family and townhome inventory in the Summerly master-planned community.
Newer phases include Laguna Pointe and Terracina with energy-efficient floor plans and solar included.

Almost all new construction in Lake Elsinore comes with both. HOA fees typically run $100-$200+ per

month. Mello-Roos is a Community Facilities District special tax funding infrastructure (roads, schools, parks)

— adding $2,000-$5,000+ per year to property tax bills on top of the standard ~1.1% base rate. Not a deal
breaker, but plan for it. Worth knowing: Lake Elsinore has plenty of mature neighborhoods without Mello-
Roos and with lower or no HOA fees — Lakeland Village, Country Club Heights, downtown, and older

sections near Canyon Lake. The choice between "new with extras" or "established with lower carrying costs" is

yours.
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Wwhere the City Is Heading

Lake Elsinore's growth strategy is bigger than housing. It's targeting jobs, services, and the kind of

infrastructure that could change what daily life looks like here over the next decade.

The Alberhill development alone has committed $300+ million in infrastructure investment — $22 million
already complete since 2021, with $280 million more planned. That covers road widening, utility expansion,
storm drains, and ready-to-build commercial pads for retail, medical, and business tenants. The city has also
committed $70 million in downtown improvements — sidewalks, lighting, landscaping, and revitalization
along Main Street and Graham Avenue. Expect more shopping, more services, and likely more I-15 traffic
before infrastructure improvements catch up. Construction zones, lane closures, and detours will be a fact of
life through the late 2020s.

Most Lake Elsinore residents currently commute out for work — to Temecula, Corona, Riverside, or coastal
counties. The city's Economic Development Department is actively recruiting employers in targeted
industries: healthcare (more medical offices, labs, and facilities are planned), advanced manufacturing and
aerospace, specialized retail and restaurants, professional services and design/engineering studios, and
clean energy and technology.

The current local economy employs ~32,000 people, with healthcare, retail, and construction leading the way.
High-paying sectors the city is targeting include utilities, public administration, and information technology.
With Alberhill's commercial buildout underway and downtown investment continuing, the long-term vision is a city
where more residents work locally instead of commuting two hours to coastal jobs. That shift won't happen
overnight — but the foundation is being laid right now, and a buyer planning for the next decade should factor it in.

The lake itself is the city's defining feature, and it won't change. Public access remains protected. Launch
Pointe, Elm Grove Beach, and the rock snake all stay. No matter how much the rest of the city grows, the lake
will still be the reason most people choose Lake Elsinore over Temecula or Murrieta.

Lake Elsinore is at an inflection point. It's no longer the small lake town it was in 2010, but it's not Temecula or
Murrieta either. The next five years will determine which direction it leans — more commercial polish, or more
lake-town character. Both have advocates on city council, both have advocates among residents, and the answer
will probably end up being some of both. The good news for buyers: getting in now means buying at the
bottom of a city that's still defining itself.
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About Donald

I'm Donald Beamon, a Realtor with the Liv Home Group team at Link Brokerages, Inc. DRE License
#02285343.

I'm a newer agent, but I'm not new to real estate. I've been a landlord since 2018, and I bought into two SoCal
homes on hourly pay and determination. I know how the system works — I just never worked it as a
professional until now.

I work primarily with first-time buyers, military families, and sellers — especially expired and cancelled
listings where things didn't go right the first time. If you're frustrated with how your home didn't sell, or you're

trying to figure out how to actually get into a house on a normal income, those are conversations I'm built for.

I made this guide because I genuinely love Lake Elsinore. My family lives here. My kids will grow up here.
More people should know what the city really is — not the marketing version, the real version.

This is the 2026 Edition. I update it every year as the city changes.
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Connect

Cconnect with Me

If something in this guide made you want to see Lake Elsinore in person, I'd be glad to show you around.

Whether that's exploring neighborhoods, talking through the market, or just answering questions over coffee —
reach out when you're ready.

CONTACT
Cell / Text  619-206-9529

Email  Donald@GoBeamon.com

Website GoBeamon.com

Office  619-206-9529

CREDENTIALS

Team  Liv Home Group

Brokerage  Link Brokerages, Inc.

DRE License 02285343
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Copyright & Credits

© 2026 Donald Beamon. All rights reserved.

Lake Elsinore: The Insider Guide is a personal publication and is not affiliated with the City of Lake Elsinore.
This guide reflects the author's personal knowledge and research as of early 2026.

Market data, school information, business listings, and city services are accurate to the best of the author's

knowledge at the time of publication, but are subject to change. Readers are encouraged to verify current details
directly with the relevant city departments, school districts, brokerages, and businesses.

Agent: Donald Beamon - DRE License #02285343
Team: Liv Home Group

Brokerage: Link Brokerages, Inc.

Photos used in this guide are credited on the Photo Sources page that follows. The cover photo, handwritten
note photo, and select interior photos are by the author. Brokerage and team logos used with permission.

First Edition, 2026. Updated annually.
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Photo Sources

Images used in this guide are credited below, listed in order of appearance. All sources accessed May 14, 2026.

City of Lake Elsinore. "Ortega Highway POV." Image of Lake Elsinore from the Ortega Highway
perspective. lake-elsinore.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=61&ARC=105

City of Lake Elsinore. "About City Government." Image of Historic Downtown Lake Elsinore.
lake-elsinore.org/202/About-City-Government

City of Lake Elsinore. "Elm Grove Beach." Image of Elm Grove Beach.

lake-elsinore.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/Elm-Grove-Beach-12

Huntington Digital Library. "Lake Elsinore Yacht Club, Riverside County." Photo by Bob Plunkett, Ernest
Marquez Collection, ¢.1920s-1930s. catalog.huntington.org/record=b1819057

Lake Elsinore Historical Society Museum. Photo of founders William Collier, Franklin Heald, and
Margaret Collier Graham. facebook.com/lakeelsinorevive

Reddit (r/InlandEmpire). "Lake Elsinore Pier, c. late 1920s."
reddit.com/r/InlandEmpire/comments/13axcj3

Calisphere. "Relaxing at Lake Elsinore, 1940s." UCLA Library Special Collections, Walter L. Gordon
Jr./William C. Beverly Jr. Collection. calisphere.org/item/ark:/21198/zz0025pbfp

The Press Enterprise. "A Look Back: Lake Elsinore went dry in 1950s." pressenterprise.com/2012/04/13

Lake Elsinore Levee. Image of spring bloom near the levee. lake-elsinore-levee-1.wheree.com

MyWaterSheds. "About Lake Elsinore." Image overlooking the lake, hills, and neighborhoods.
mywatersheds.com/about-us/about-lake-elsinore

Whiskers Fishing Beach. Image of Lake Elsinore shoreline at Whiskers Fishing Beach.

whiskers-fishing-beach-lake-elsinore.wheree.com

City of Lake Elsinore. "Nanobubble Pilot Project." Facebook page. facebook.com/Cityofl.akeElsinore

Fish Lake Elsinore. "Launch Pointe." Image of Launch Pointe Marina. fishlakeelsinore.com/launch-pointe

Launch Pointe. "Boating." JT Rentals pontoons at Launch Pointe. launch-pointe.com/boating
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Photo Sources

Images used in this guide are credited below, listed in order of appearance. All sources accessed May 14, 2026.

Street Art Utopia. "Rock Snake, Lake Elsinore." Facebook page. facebook.com/streetartutopia

California Water Quality Monitoring Council. "Harmful Algal Bloom Resources and Signage."
mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/resources/signage.html

Homes.com. "Lake Elsinore Hills Neighborhood."
homes.com/local-guide/lake-elsinore-ca/lake-elsinore-hills-neighborhood

Yelp. "The Wreck, Lake Elsinore." Image at sunset on Graham Avenue.
m.yelp.com/biz/the-wreck-lake-elsinore

Visit Lake Elsinore. "Entertainment." Image of live music at The Bobber.
visitlakeelsinore.com/entertainment

Skydive Elsinore. Instagram page. Image honoring 9/11. instagram.com/skydiveelsinore

DeJong's Dairy. Facebook page. Image from DeJong's Dairy in Wildomar.
facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057707700435

Kids Out and About Inland Empire. "Lake Elsinore Storm." Night game image.
inlandempire.kidsoutandabout.com/content/lake-elsinore-storm

City of Lake Elsinore Extreme Recreation. "Winterfest 2025." Facebook post.
facebook.com/leextremerecreation

Lake SC. Image of Lake SC at Alberhill Community Park. lakesc.com

Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of Commerce. Aerial view of Lake Elsinore. lakeelsinorebusiness.com
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	A NOTE FROM DONALD
	Welcome to Lake Elsinore
	Hey, I'm Donald. If you're holding this guide, you're probably curious about Lake Elsinore — maybe you live here, maybe you're thinking about it, or maybe you've just driven past that big blue lake off the 15 and wondered what the story is.
	I moved here years ago, and I'll be honest — this city surprised me. There's more to Lake Elsinore than most people realize. More history. More personality. More to do. And a lot of little details you won't find on Zillow or a quick Google search.
	That's what this guide is for.
	Inside, you'll get the neighborhoods, the schools, the market, the local spots, and the insider details that make this city what it is. No fluff. No sales pitch. Just the stuff worth knowing from someone who actually lives here. By the last page, you'll know Lake Elsinore a little better than you did on the first. Let's get into it.
	Donald Beamon
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	The Story of Lake Elsinore
	From frontier town to lakeside resort to modern community, the story of how we got here.
	CHAPTER 01

	SECTION 01 Before the City
	Long before there was a city, there was a lake.
	The Luiseño people lived along its shores for centuries. They knew the rhythms of this valley intimately. When the water rose, when it fell, where the fish ran, which canyons held shelter. Their pictographs are still visible on rocks in the Ortega Mountains and the Temescal Valley, and artifacts are still being found in the hills around the lake today. This was their home long before anyone gave it a name.
	The Spanish arrived late. In 1769, the Portolá expedition mapped much of California and somehow missed this place entirely. It wasn't until 1797 that a Franciscan padre named Juan Santiago, traveling inland from Mission San Juan Capistrano, became the first European to lay eyes on the lake. He called it Laguna Grande, "the great lake." It was, and still is, the largest natural freshwater lake in Southern California.
	For the next half-century, the lake was a stopover, not a destination. The main mission road ran along the coast. But out here, in the inland valleys, a different kind of traffic moved through.
	Mexican rancheros watered their cattle along the southern shore. American trappers passed through on hunting expeditions. John C. Frémont's expedition camped here on his way west. During the Gold Rush, thousands of emigrants followed the Southern Emigrant Trail along the lake's edge, heading toward the goldfields and the coast.
	Then came the stagecoach. The Butterfield Overland Mail, the first transcontinental mail route in the country, ran a stage line directly through the Elsinore Valley starting in 1858. A relay station was built at the Machado adobe to change horses and feed travelers. That building still stands near Grand Avenue today, quietly anchoring a story most drivers passing by have no idea is there.
	"By the time the first town founders showed up in 1883, this valley had already been a crossroads for nearly a century."


	SECTION 02 The Frontier Town 1880 - 1900
	In 1883, a man named Franklin Heald bought the 12,832-acre Machado Rancho for $24,000 with two partners, Donald Graham and William Collier. They had a vision: turn this land into a town.
	The name Elsinore came from Margaret Collier Graham, sister to William and wife to Donald. She liked the sound of the Shakespearean setting from Hamlet. The name stuck. Today, Lake Elsinore is officially a sister city of Helsingør, Denmark, the real Elsinore.
	The town grew quickly. The California Southern Railroad ran a line through what's now Railroad Canyon in 1884, opening Elsinore up to the rest of the state. Mineral springs near the lake drew visitors looking for healing waters, and in 1887, the Crescent Bath House opened its doors. Today known as The Chimes, it still stands in the historic district as a registered national historic site.
	On April 9, 1888, Elsinore officially became the 73rd city to be incorporated in California, just 38 years after California became a state. That makes it one of the oldest cities in all of Riverside County. Older than the county itself.
	The early economy ran on coal and clay mining, gold mining in the nearby Pinacate district, ranching, and orchards. By the late 1890s, the town had a school, a post office, a hotel, a general store, and a community of families who saw something in this valley worth building on.
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	SECTION 03 The Resort Era 1900 - 1940
	By the early 1900s, word about Elsinore had spread.
	The mineral springs that drew the first visitors in the 1880s had grown into a full destination. The dry climate was said to be good for the lungs. The sulfur water and mud baths were said to heal almost anything. The lake itself was advertised as comparable to Palm Springs. Whether or not the medical claims held up, people came. Lots of them.
	Elsinore became one of Southern California's premier resort towns, just a few hours from Los Angeles by car or train. Vacationers came for swimming, fishing, picnicking, and dancing. They stayed in cottages and hotels. They ate chicken dinners at lakeside dining pavilions and danced to live bands at night. For decades, the lake was a place people came to slow down.
	It was also a place where serious sports happened. The lake hosted Olympic-level boat training in the 1920s. High-speed boat racing drew crowds from across the region. The Lake Elsinore Yacht Club anchored a thriving boating culture that brought competitors and spectators in by the thousands. This wasn't just a sleepy resort. It was a stage.
	Then in 1925, a Santa Monica developer named W.R. Covington bought 650 feet of lakefront and built a resort on Poe Street that would have cost nearly $4 million in today's dollars. A clubhouse, a swimming pool, a dance floor, and full amenities, all aimed at the upper end of the vacationing crowd.
	But the most important story of this era is one most people don't know.
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	SECTION 03     CONTINUED The Lake Shore Beach Club
	While much of America was segregated and Black families were barred from most resorts, Lake Elsinore became a destination that welcomed them.
	By the mid-1920s, the Lake Shore Beach Club and a network of Black-owned cottages were thriving along the lake. Vacationers traveled in from Los Angeles, picnicked, swam, boated, and danced under the stars.
	The California Eagle, the most influential Black newspaper on the West Coast, ran summer features on Elsinore for decades. Notable visitors included actor Clarence Muse and resort developer Charles S. Darden, and by the 1940s, the historic Second Baptist Church of Los Angeles operated its own beach house here.
	Lake Elsinore was one of only a handful of places in California where Black Americans could vacation with dignity, and historian Alison Rose Jefferson has spent years documenting it. It's one of the most overlooked stories in Lake Elsinore's history, and most residents today have no idea it ever happened.
	"Everyone would hang out at the lake for picnics, swimming, and some boating. It was like paradise to go out on the lake." — MILTON ANDERSON, RECALLING SUMMERS AT LAKE ELSINORE
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	SECTION 04 Boom, Bust, and Boom Again
	The lake has always had a mind of its own.
	It went dry in the mid-1930s, just as the Great Depression was hollowing out the resort era. The clubhouses closed and the Hollywood crowds stopped coming. Then in 1938, just as quietly as it had disappeared, the lake came back.
	During World War II, Lake Elsinore did something nobody expected. The U.S. military used the lake to test seaplanes, and a Douglas Aircraft plant opened in town to build wing assemblies for the B-17 Flying Fortress, the legendary bomber that flew over Europe.
	By the early 1950s, the lake went completely dry again, this time for nearly ten full years. It was the first complete dry-up in recorded history.
	In the middle of all that, something historic happened that almost nobody talks about.
	In 1948, Thomas R. Yarborough was elected to the Lake Elsinore City Council, becoming the first Black city councilman in California. In 1966, he became one of the first Black mayors elected anywhere in California, three years before Douglas Dollarhide became the more widely known mayor of Compton. Today, Yarborough Park sits along the lake's shoreline.
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