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We are Proud of them

Sardarni Jasvir Kaur of the UK is the World’s First Female Rababan

She isa prominent figure in the UK and was awarded an

MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire). This |Jasvir Kaur Rababan
honor recognized her contributions to faith, mental

wellness through music therapy, and her efforts in
reviving traditional Sikh music globally. Rabab is an
instrument originally introduced by Guru Nanak Sahib.
She has also been instrumental in promoting awareness
of Sikh musical forms, called Raags, in Gurbani and is
the Vice President of the Raj Academy Conservatoire.
She is a great inspiration to the Sikh youth and is
dedicated to preserving their glorious cultural heritage.

@SikhRiders

Dr. S. Manohar Singh is new Chancellor University of Wisconsin, USA

Dr. S. Manohar Singh is an award-inning scholar,
innovative  educationist and  entrepreneurial
administrator. He was the Interim President of
Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) since
2023, where he launched the Western Rising Program
(2024-2030) and the Master of Al courses.

At Humboldt State University, he co-led a campaign

to establish B.S. nursing program. An American

Council on Education (ACE) Fellow, he shaped the

designing the future programs of many educational

institutions in the US, Canada, Singapore, Australia and India. He has made research
contributions in finance, economics and corporate governance, and holds a Ph.D. in
Finance from Southern Illinois University—Carbondale, and an M.A. in Economics
from the University of Waterloo, Canada.
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DR Sardar J.P Singh from Oxford U.K. has conveyed this heartening message that a NE
53"5'@ Commemorative Stamp in honour of S. Mahinder Singh Pujji, who served as a s‘;‘,'fg
a¥a fighter pilot in three theatres of war, is being released by U.K. Government. The o
s.}f Sikh Pilot took part in the Second World War. Flt. Lt. S. Mahinder Singh Pujji s.gf
@& joined the Royal Air Force (RAF) in 1940 during Second World War as a Bomber @&
LY Pilot. Pujji was a Squadron Leader who flew Hurricane Fighters and was awarded e
Py Flying Cross for his bravery. His plane was hit by bullets badly, but he managed to NG

s“;‘,'fg land safely despite a deep wound in his head as his turban saved him. 3“;‘,5;@
?.f'f In 2008, he got a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Gravesham Council, U.K. s‘gs
ag'f Sardar Pujji died at age of 92 in Dartford, U.K. in 2010. sge
oy Fy
R Sent by Y
2%: Tarlochan Singh, Ex-M.P (India) :‘;‘,bg
o Former Chairman A%
?.g.g National Commission Minorities. af'f
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Sardar Amardeep Singh dedicated to preservation of the Lost Sikh Heritage

Sardar Amardeep Singh, has authored two unique books:
“Lost Heritage” (The Sikh Legacy in Pakistan) and then
“The Quest Continues”. He received the Biennial
Interfaith Award from the Hofstra University, in the
USA, for producing a 24-episode documentary series
“Allegory” (A Tapestry of Guru Nanak’s Travels) which
Is freely available at TheGuruNanak.com.

S. Amardeep Singh is currently leading the “Oneness in Diversity” project, creating
audiovisual educational content based on the timeless wisdom of the Saints of the
Bhakti / Sufi period in India.

16 Sikh Boys and Girls selected for IAS / IPS

The lists of successful candidates for Central Services have been released and 1009
persons have been declared successful. It has been found that 16 Sikh Boys and
Girls have succeeded this year. This is better than the last two years results. Raj Kaur
Sethi of Mohali is at number 89, being in the 100 who will be offered Indian Foreign
Service, IFS. There are five more Sikh Boys and Girls in the first 150 toppers who
will join IAS or IPS.

S. Igbal Singh Raja is Delhi’s Mayor

S. Igbal Singh Raja has been appointed
the new Mayor of Delhi. He represents
the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP), and
secured a significant victory with 133
votes, while his rival managed to get
only eight votes. He had served as a
dedicated Member of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation for a long time.
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Below is a separate Note sent by S. Tarlochan Singh , Ex-MP , Former
Chairman of the Minorities Commission of India

Gurdwara Singh Sabha, Greater Kailash- 1, New Delhi is known as Pahari Wala Gurdwara.

Yesterday, | attended there an inauguration of a most modern Gym, the first such service in a Gurdwara
anywhere. This is the First Gurdwara to start a three storey Medical Centre in 1988 having CT Scan,
Ultrasound, Dental Centre, Eye Operation Centre etc. Gurdwara has a two storey Parking for 300 Cars. A
very well run Mata Gujri Higher Secondary School and a Nursery School. 3 Air Conditioned Langar Halls.

The most admirable story is that there has never been any election but always a unanimous

selection process. | hope Sangat in other Gurdwaras will be motivated.
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%1@ By Sardar Tarlochan Singh, Ex-MP s&@
s Ky
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Ve from different professions for Annual e
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o . . . . ova
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&  Inder Singh (the father of S. Baldev R
s‘;‘v'fe Singh, Defence Minister), Sir Sobha In UK, this tradition is still prevalent. s‘gfs
a¥a Singh, Sir Harnam Singh (Kapurthala), The Monarch announces the awards o
ig? Sir Datar Singh, (father of S. SIR, O.B.E. and O.B.C. every year. s.ff
#§  Khushwant Singh). Hundreds of Only few Sikhs have been Knighted - 2%
DY Indians were selected for other titles - Sir Justice Mota Singh, Sir Dr Harpal LY

R Rai Bahadur for Hindus, Khan Singh Kumar (Cancer expert), Dr R
5;‘,5;'@ Bahadur for Muslims and Sardar Kartar Singh Lalvani (Vitamin King) e
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the India’s
first Prime Minister decided to start
similar honours and in 1954, an official
announcement was made. These
annual awards were named as follows.

1. Bharat Ratna

2. Padma Vibhushan
3. Padma Bhushan
4. Padma Shri

Bharat Ratna is the highest honour
reserved for very few. Some of them
are C. Rajagopalachari, S.
Radhakrishnan, Sir C.V. Raman, Pt.
Jawahar Lal Nehru, Lal Bahadur
Shastri, Jai Prakash Narayan and Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar. No Sikh is in this list.

Padma Vibhushan is given to only a
few people. Air Chief Marshal Arjan
Singh was the first to receive it in
1965. General Harbaksh Singh, S.
Kirpal Singh (Ruhani Satsang),
Gurmukh  Singh  Musafir, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, S. Swaran Singh, S.
Khushwant Singh, S. Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, S. Parkash Singh Badal and
Dr M.S. Gill, Chief Election Officer
were awarded Padma Vibhushan. Dr.
Narinder Singh Kapany was given this
award posthumously in 2021.

25

Sikh Awardees up to April 2025

Padma Bhushan : Every year on the
Republic Day i.e., 26" of January,
about 10 persons are selected for
Padma Bhushan and about one
hundred are declared Padma Shri. Bhai
Vir Singh, legendary Sikh writer, the
founder of the Singh Sabha Movement
was the first Sikh to get the Padma
Bhushan in 1956. Six years later, S.
Tarlok Singh ICS, Vice Chairman
Planning Commission in 1962.

Till date, 50 Sikhs from various
professions are Padma Bhushan
awardees. As per the year-wise list:-
General Harnarain Singh, (Military
Secretary to the President), General S.
Joginder Singh Dhillon, Captain M.S.
Kohli, (leader of India's first Mount
Everest climbing team), S. Gian Singh
Kahlon, (Chief Secretary Punjab),
Bhai Jodh Singh, (Vice Chancellor),
Dr. Madan Mohan Singh, General
Jagjit Singh Aurora, S.S. Bedi
(Commissioner, Jalandhar), Inderjit
Singh Gill (Mumbai), Dr. M.S.
Randhawa, S. Sirtaj Singh Sahi
(Engineer), Dr. Baldev Singh, General
Sartaj Singh, S. Dilbagh Singh Athwal
(Science), Dr. Kirpal Singh Narang,
(Vice Chancellor), Dr. Jasbhir Singh
Bajaj, Prof. Dr. Ganda Singh, S.
Surinder Singh Gill (IAS).
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S. Amarjit Singh (IAS), Professor
Gurbachan Singh Talib, S. Kartar
Singh Duggal (MP), S. Narinder Singh
Randhawa (Science), Jathedar Jiwan
Singh Umranangal, Dr Khem Singh
Gill, (Vice Chancellor, Father of Green
revolution), Capt. G.S. Dhillon of
INA, Dr. Harbans Singh Wasir, M.S.
Oberoi (Hotelier), Bhai Anal Jeet
Singh, (Industrialist), Singer Jagjit
Singh, S. Sardara Singh Johal, (Vice
Chancellor), Lyricist Gulzar, Dr. T.S.
Kler, S. Jasjit Singh (Air Force), G.S.
Kalkat, (Director Agriculture Punjab),
Dr. P.S. Maini (Surgeon), Dr. Jagjit
Singh Chopra (Medicine), S. Jasdev
Singh (All India Radio), Prof. G.S.
Randhawa,(Vice Chancellor) and S.
Barjinder Singh Hamdard, (Editor
Ajit). S. Raja Bhalindra Singh, S.
Umrao Singh and S. Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa, are in the sports category.
Ex-MP and Former Chairman of
National Commission for Minorities,
S. Tarlochan Singh received the award
by the then President, Shri Ram Nath
Kovind in 2022. Ragi Harjinder Singh.

Prominent Ladies include Amrita
Pritam, Isher Ahluwalia (Economist),
Inderjit Kaur Barthakur (writer -
Meghalaya) and Folk singer Gurmeet
Kaur Bawa.

26

S. Sant Singh Chatwal (Hotelier, US),
M. S. Banga of U.K. (brother of S.
Ajay Singh Banga, President World
Bank) awarded in 2010.

It is not customary in Sikh institutions
to highlight Sikh Role Models. |
appreciate that S. Prakash Singh Badal,
the then Chief Minister Punjab,
accepted my proposal and gave
Nishan-e-Khalsa Awards to deserving
Sikhs in 1999 at Anandpur Sahib on
the 300" birthday of the Khalsa. Capt.
Amrinder Singh, CM, Punjab, invited
prominent Sikhs across the world for a
special Award Ceremony in Sultanpur
Lodhi on the 550" Parkash Purab of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji in 2019.

P. S. - Sikh Scientists who also got the
Padma Awards include

Dr Gurdev Singh Khush, a World
Food Prize winner (equivalent to
Nobel Prize in Agriculture), first Sikh
FRS, Father of Global Rice revolution.

Dr Harkishan Singh, a renowned
researcher in Pharmacology, Science
Historian and the man behind creation
of the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (NIPER) at Chandigarh.
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When and where was Sri Guru Granth Sahib installed
as Guru?

Sri Guru Granth Sahib was installed as Guru at Takhat
Sri Hazoor Sahib (Nanded-Maharashtra) in 1708,
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By what other name is Takhat Sri Hazoor Sahib known
among the Sikhs?

Takhat Sri Hazoor Sahib is also known among the
Sikhs as *Sri Abchal Nagar’.
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The book “Some Prominent Sikh
Scientists” is written by Professor Dr
Surjit Singh Bhatti, himself a very
well-known  physicist, who was
awarded a PDF for advanced studies in
the US after his PhD. He is ably
assisted by Dr Raja Balraj Singh, a
Cardiovascular scientist and Dr Rajbir
Singh Bhatti, anIndustrial Engineer.

Itincludes a ‘Foreword’ by an eminent
scientist and a former Vice Chancellor
of two top-ranking universities, Prof.
Dr. Jai Rup Singh. The ‘Preface’
outlines its accessible, non-technical
approach. Very comprehensive
‘Appendices’, given at the end of the
book, provide a brief information of
some research papers, patents, and
literary works of each of these brilliant
Sikh scientists.

The book opens with Professor Puran
Singh, a visionary Industrial Chemist
whose innovations in  extracting
Essential oils were matched by his
mystical and  spiritual  writings
influenced by Sikhism and Japanese
aesthetics. This is followed by a profile
of Dr. Bawa Kartar Singh, the "Father
of Stereochemistry in India," who
validated theories on optical activity
and linked scientific inquiry with his
spiritual lineage as a descendant of
Guru Amar Das Ji.
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Appropriately, the book highlights the
work of Dr Narinder Singh Kapany,
"Father of Fiber Optics." His invention
of Optical Fibre Cables (OFC) laid the
foundation of today’s high-speed
internet. He promoted Sikh art and
education. Next is Dr Sohan Singh
Hayreh, a renowned Ophthalmologist,
who made revolutionary advances in
research in retinal diseases. The book
goes on to explain the work of Dr
Harkishan  Singh, a leading
Pharmacologist and Science Historian,
who founded the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (NIPER), at Chandigarh.

It then gives the work of Dr Khem
Singh Gill, a pivotal figure in India’s
food self-sufficiency, ‘Father of Green
Revolution’, who developed new
disease-resistant wheat varieties. Also
highlighted are innovative health
supplements of Dr Kartar Singh
Lalvani, OBE, for maternal and child
health. It profiles Dr Devinder Singh
Chahal’s work in Bio-conversion
Technologies and rational
interpretations of Gurbani at the
Institute for Understanding Sikhism. It
includes Dr Gurdev Singh Khush, a
Rice Geneticist, developer of 300 new
rice varieties, the ‘Father of the Rice
Revolution’, the First Sikh FRS and
recipient of the World Food Prize.
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Cardiovascular Scientist Dr Naranjan
Singh Dhalla is celebrated for
discovering the hormonal impacts on
heart diseases. He was awarded the
Order of Canada and admitted to The
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame. Dr
Harvinder Singh Sahota, "Hero of
American  Hearts”, inventor of
Perfusion Angioplasty Catheter, saved
millions  with  his  non-invasive
devices. The work of Er Dr Raghbir
Singh Khandpur, designer of new
biomedical instruments and India's
first Linear Accelerator (LINAC) to
treat cancer, is the described next. He
was founder of a chain of Centres for
Electronic Design and Training in
India (CEDTI) and a unique °Science
City’ to spread Science Education.

Dr. Gurtej Singh Sandhu, a titan in
Nanotechnology and Semiconductor
innovations, holding over 1,400
patents, whose work revolutionized
global data storage, is given in detail.
Contributions of S. Jasbir Singh Sethi
and Dr Santokh Singh Badesha, with
over 270 U.S. patents, are the Advisors
of many US government projects.

Non-technical language used in this
book  makes  complex ideas
understandable for the readers. This
aligns with the authors’ stated mission:
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Aspiring to Inspire the Aspirants of
Scientific Knowledge.”

The Epilogue reinforces the need for
global recognition of Indian and Sikh
Scientists, citing examples of neglect
of their work. In an era of diversity in
STEM, this is vital. It challenges the
Eurocentric scientific narratives, by
spotlighting Sikh contributions and
celebrates how their Cultural Identity
inspires Scientific Excellence.

For young readers, especially those
from the Sikh diaspora, the book offers
relatable role models. Its blend of
Scientific Insight, Cultural Reverence,
and Humanistic Values makes it a
precious resource for Educators,
Researchers, and anyone interested in
the confluence of Science, Sikh
Identity, and Service to Humanity.

Some Prominent Sikh Scientists is
more than a Legacy and is a beacon
light encouraging future generations to
pursue modern science with dedication
and pride in their cultural identity.

*Director, Center for Understanding
Sikhism, Mississauga, Ontario,
(Canada)
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