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About Moving Democracy Online

“Moving Democracy Online” has become an
umbrella initiative launched by Foundation
Netherlands — Romania in The Hague, in 2022.
Under this generic title, we have been
organising a series of projects aiming at
providing a platform for young people to
improve the dialogue with policy makers,
within a growing process of stepping to
e-democracy. The programme stimulated
participants to get in dialogue with
representatives of The Hague politics, policy
makers and other stakeholders.

Promoting the active participation of young
people in democratic life and fostering debate
around the major issues affecting youth,
equipping youngsters with various tools useful
for the e-democracy process, allowing them
to develop new skills, competencies and
knowledge to make their voice heard
by exercising together creative tasks during
the daily activities were some of the
objectives we aimed at. The initiative
encouraged discussions between youngsters,
decision makers and other experts on
democracy and e-democracy issues, on how
to stimulate young people’s involvement in
the development of democratic societies.

In order to be motivated to actively take part
in shaping the decision-making process,
youngsters need to see that their opinions are
taken into account.

Young people should be able to get in
dialogue with policy makers also in times of
crisis. They should be stimulated to have a

direct say in the process of stepping to
e-democracy.

Dealing with the corona crisis has been one
additional challenge to those the EU was
already facing. “Moving Democracy Online”
has been one direct consequence of these
crises, being executed as a combination of
online and physical meetings.

By taking stock of the dynamics of the
democratic processes, youngsters collected
new approaches and learnt how to make their
voices heard. As a result of their interaction,
participants came up with scenarios on how
to better connect young people with the
democratic process by improving online
dialogue between them and policy makers,
within a growing process of moving
democracy online connect young people with
the democratic process by improving online
dialogue between them and policy makers,
within a growing process of moving
democracy online.

The concrete proposals to help improve the
e-democracy tools enabling youngsters to
voice their opinions are gathered in this
“Moving Democracy Online” Guide.

By putting together various learning
outcomes, we aimed at creating a concrete
model showing how youngsters can have a
say in the decisions that affect their life

Youth participation to dialogue in digital age
allows those responsible for youth policies at local
and European levels to listen to the voice of

young people, finding out their needs to
participate to the democratic life and taking them
into account.




Introduction
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Democracy Here, democracy Now is a
Council of Europe youth campaign for
revitalising democracy and  for
strengthening mutual trust between
young people  and democratic
institutions and  processes. The
Campaign focusses on access to human
rights, meaningful youth participation
and impact of the digitalisation as
factors of democratisation.

One main conclusion regularly coming
forward from various debates our
Foundation has organised with young
people is that every citizen has the
moral duty to contribute to finding
solutions to the local problems. The
young generation needs to be involved
in the public debate. Not only by
talking, but also by actively engaging in
the decisions connected to the
democratic process. Stepping to
e-democracy is an important part of
this process.

meaningful youth
participation

access to human rights digitalisation
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Young people are now more connected
online than ever before. Consequently,
getting them more involved in the
digital democratic process has a big
potential.

Focusing on all these aspects, the
project is directly linking to "Democracy
here, Democracy now" campaign. It
also underlines its Democracy and
Digitalisation dimension, by debating
the opportunities, challenges and risks
the digital technologies offer to young
people - notably regarding democracy
and democratic participation.

By providing space for youngsters to
places in the local community where
they can learn about participating to
the decision-making processes affecting
them, the project stimulated their dem-
ocratic participation by allowing them
to work on concrete scenarios for the
Guide.

A youth campaign

« to revitalise democracy
« to restore the mutual trust

between young people and
democratic institutions and
processes

. 2022
« youth initiated
« democratic in practice:

empowering young people to set
the public agenda







N
™ p

Ay

El T T T

@ IR

EWMOCRACY

" Wit manaénbobverk
re 78 aidt | 2 o




1. CREATING HYBRID YOUTH PARLIAMENTS, MOCK PARLIAMENTS ONLINE




<2. POLITICIANS SHOULD BE MORE ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA>




3. USE ONLINE METHODS TO MAKE POLITICIANS MORE LIKABLE,
RELATABLE AND HENCE RELIABLE

( 4. POLITICAL PARTIES SHOULD HAVE YOUTH PARTIES >




5. YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD VOTE ONLINE AND AT A YOUNGER AGE
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6. ONLINE CONNECTIONS, TEAM-WORK AND POWER: ATTRACTING THE YOUTH IN DIGITAL
DEMOCRACY




7. TRUST MOVING DEMOCRACY ONLINE AND ENGAGE THE YOUTH
BY SPREADING THE POLITICAL MESSAGE TO NEW MEDIA CHANNELS
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1
1) Spread the Guide among local politicians |
|
2) Share the Guide on social media I
|
3) Put on posters and flyers on buildings and in :
schools |
|
|
1
1) Organise youth meetings and online debates
where we can introduce our ideas
2) Arrange meetings with political parties, where
responsible politicians can take a look at the
Guide, promoting it at a higher level. They
could also give us useful feedback
3) Share it with different youth organisations

and schools

2)

3)

Send the results to the people we have
spoken to, so they know how we think about
the topics we discussed

There should be more promotion of
democracy and digitalization in schools

Organize more projects like this and keep the
activities where we meet people like the
Romanian Ambassador that spoke to us, the
politician and all the ot her experts

We think that further promotion could even happen
as a result of us just sharing our positive experiences
to each other through means such as social media or
even like general conversations — so word of mouth,
and we already discussed what to do with the Guide
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How to Further Support Moving Democracy Online?

E-voting: making e-voting accessible to everyone, creating an app where people can vote online.

E-petitions: make them available to everyone and use them for e-democracy.

E-consultations: zoom meetings with politicians.

E-democracy: more opportunities for young and modern people. It is easy and accessible; we should use it more.

Another tool might be popular personalities — celebrities, influencers — engaged to spread the message, because
our generation is inclined to listen to them. They could get more people involved if they speak positively about
these projects and create an optimistic perception of a project like this.

As a follow-up activity, organise projects similar to this, but on a smaller scale, for instance focusing

on digital democracy.

Make online games and movies to improve people's knowledge about politics and increase their interest
More online meetings — means less pollution.

Make online surveys on how people feel about small local issues and about local decision-makers and confront
them with the results.

More referendums and direct democracy where young people are involved - through online surveys.
Tell the story and talk to each other. Communicate.

Use social media to reach a bigger platform. Organise public debates.

Get more people to give other 10 advices.

Continue organising projects like this and bring young people in contact with the decision-makers like the ones we
discussed with.

Awareness campaign to be implemented at the end of the programme.
Support democratic processes in which citizens get to participate, so that they can collectively decide

what’s best for the people.

14



DEMOCRACY, BUT....

ONLINE!

Democracy cannot be a one

man’s job.

Make your voiee heard! Youth — the leaders
of tomorrow!

Use your voice and

make a change!

DEBUNK
FAKE NEWS ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!
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E-democracy:
. a democracy which is online
. the use of technological tools to help carry out democratic processes in an easier

manner
European youth parliament, online lessons and meetings involve young people in
decision-making
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. Curious

. Amazing
. Brilliant

. Exciting

. Charming
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. Creative

10 Energetic

. Interesting

. Fascinating

. Motivating
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. Fun

. Interesting
. Social

. Cultural

. Educational
. Exhausting
. Memorable
. Dancing

. Teamwork

10. Emotion

. Broadening

. Bonding

. Development
. Diversity

. Unique

. Valuable

. Educative

. Inspiring
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. Productive
10. Helpful

. Busy

. Creative

. Community
. Connection
. Friendships
. Tiring

. Variety

. Windy
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. Impressive
10. Refreshing




Feedback and advice from Thom van Campen

(Member of the House of Representatives

Dear participants to the project: “Moving Democracy Online”, my few advices for you are:

find a subject that really interests you, something you want to know more about it,

political subject, something that is a hot topic in your city or in your region.

try to use the online ways, the online roads, to get in contact, to find a decision-maker, a
politician in your city, in your province or on a national level to ask some questions

about your subject and to debate with him or her about it.

become politically active yourself. Become a member of a political party you feel affiliat-

ed, you feel common with. That’s the way we can use online ways to become politically

active and to raise and use our voice.
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MOVING DEMOCRACY ONLINE

CONSEIL DE I'FUROPE
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