
How to create the perfect pet garden

adventure 
gardens



I'm Henry Agg, a professional garden designer and

horticulturist, and I've partnered with Carnilove dog and cat

food, to bring you the ultimate guide to enhancing your

garden this Summer, making it the perfect adventure space

for your cat or dog. 

The secret to creating a Pet Adventure Garden is to design a

space that both humans and pets can enjoy all year round.

We’ve designed a garden that will awaken the senses of cats

and dogs and allow them to channel their wild side at home.

In this guide, I will take you through the do’s and don’ts, easy

tips, and enriching activities that can help turn your garden

into an exciting, relaxing, and enjoyable space for both you

and your pet...
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SECURITY

In this newly designed garden,

we've ensured no hazards and

the boundaries are secure.

We've designed the garden to

satisfy the needs of our pets

but also to create a beautiful,

tranquil space for us. 

It's important to create a

practical, functional, and

aesthetically pleasing space.

If you go too far down the

pet-only route it can start to

look like an assault course

for animals vs a beautiful

space to entertain and relax

with family and loved ones. 

It's important to create a safe haven for your pets, this is

the priority. The first question to ask yourself is, is my

garden safe and secure? Installing secure boundaries and

hedge lines to stop your pets from leaving and potentially

running into roads, especially in built-up areas will ensure

their safety. 

You should also consider hazards like deep ponds and lakes,

which should be fenced off to prevent drowning and to avoid

dogs or cats drinking from external water sources that

could be contaminated by chemicals or waterborne disease.
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At the heart and center of the garden is the water feature.

This isn't a drinking fountain, it sets the mood and feel of the

garden and serves as the main focal point. The sound of

water is proven to be both calming for pets and humans, it

instantly relaxes you and creates a beautiful atmosphere.

The water table is also used by passing birds as a bird bath,

again, another sensory element as both cats and dogs love to

watch the birds.
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Reindeer
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The planting has all been

carefully selected non-toxic

to pets, the plants chosen

won't harm any pets if

consumed. 

However, dogs and cats should

be discouraged from eating

plants. Even if safe for

consumption they could cause

digestive issues. 

The plants we’ve chosen are

also tough so they will cope

with dogs and cats running

through them and  many within

the plan are resistant to

dog/cat urine e.g. Osmanthus

burkwoodii and many

different varieties of shrub

roses. 

The planting provides a

sensory element, herbs like

Rosemary, and Woodland Sage

are fragrant, the fluffy

leaves of the Stachys are

irresistible to dogs as they

sniff them and the swaying

grasses provide movement and

visual interest. 
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Pets like to be stimulated, so

choosing flowy plants that

move in the wind like grasses

is a great option for a pet-

friendly planting scheme. You

can also plant large grasses

in drifts which cats love to

meander through, creating a

sense of journey and

adventure for them. 

The multi-stemmed Osmanthus will provide height and

structures for adventurous cats to climb and find shelter,

trees can be a great addition to any pet-friendly planting

scheme as they provide shade and a natural climbing frame

for adventurous pets, the bark is also a stimulant for touch

and feel. 

The lawn we've chosen is a strong mix of perennial Rye grass

which is extremely hard-wearing and probably your best

option if you go for a natural vs artificial lawn (which I

would recommend due to the toxins in artificial turf).

7



So with planting you

should always think about

the toxicity element if

consumed, resilience to

pet damage from play and

urine, and sensory

elements with movement /

visual, smell, touch, and

sound I.e. the sound of

swaying grasses.

For this garden, we've created container displays featuring

some of the ingredients found and promoted in Carnilove’s

range of products, they are Wild Strawberries, Rosemary,

Thyme, and Roses for their Hips! 
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The next, and one of the most important, elements to

consider is the hard landscaping. This can play a big part in

how your pets enjoy and use the garden. In this garden, we've

selected a premium Porcelain paving stone as it's slip-

resistant, easy to clean, low maintenance and scratch-

resistant. 

A key benefit is its resistance to heat vs other paving

products on the market. In the height of Summer, it won't

conduct heat as intensely and therefore will not burn or

cause discomfort to your pets’ paws. For those reasons, this

is my #1 recommendation for patios and terraces in a pet-

friendly garden. 

LARGE GRAVEL

HARD
LANDSCAPING
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It's also important to mix up the

materials so your pets can

experience different textures

during their adventures around

the garden. 

We've created a sense of

journey with a looping path

using Porcelain stepping stones

and very large gravel which is

easy for them to walk on,

smooth, and not a choking

hazard for your pets. The other

reason for choosing large

stones is because they can't

easily be moved, so pets are

less likely to use your

graveled areas as a big litter

tray. They are fantastic for

drainage too! 

Using wooden sleepers and

other textures will also

provide variety in terms of

surface and stimulate your and

your pet's sense of touch. We've

edged the graveled paths with

Porcelain pavers which cats

love to walk on too. 

Mixing hard landscaping

creates interest throughout

the entire garden.
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After you've considered the security, planting, and hard

landscaping choices it's important to consider integrating

specific features that will bring the fun and practical

benefits for your pets. 

My #1 area to start is ensuring there is adequate shade and

shelter for your pets. You can do this by creating a space

under a tree canopy like we've done, or you could buy/build

specific dog/cat houses and locate them in the garden.
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Another great option is to buy

seating like outside sofas

that are raised enough to

provide a natural shade

shelter underneath. Shade is

critical for both pets and

humans to enjoy the garden in

the height of Summer. 

The garden also

features a scratch

post turned tree

stake for cats,

sometimes being a

little creative you

can create practical

and functional

multipurpose

features that serve

the needs of the

garden but also the

stimulation for pets

- this DIY scratch

post/tree stake is a

great example of

this.

In this garden, we've also installed a DIY dog wash area for

the small dog that lives here using a recycled Belfast sink

and pallet. It's becoming more and more popular to have

separate pet wash areas with both cold and hot taps so they

can be hosed down with warm water after muddy walk s! The

Belfast sink has a rubber mat inside to prevent slipping. 
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Cat ladders made out of

simple trellis or shop-

bought ones are great for

directing and helping your

cats climb into a tree

canopy, it provide a safe

place for them to enter and

return without any risk of

falling from jumping up /

down, it also brings an

element of fun into the

garden. 

If your pets like to bring

out their sporty side,

setting up agility courses

or jumps on a practical

lawn space is great fun for

them. 
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Another great idea

is to hide Carnilove

Treats or favorite

toys around the

garden for your

dog or cat to find.

These sorts of

games are great

for burning

energy, preventing

boredom, and

teaching skills.



RECOMMENDED PLANTS
Ajuga

Astilbe

Camelias

Catnip and Cat Mint

(Nepeta)

Grasses

Hardy Geraniums

Forsythia

Magnolia

Osmanthus

Perovskia (Russian Sage)

Pineapple Sage

Rosemary

Roses

Rudbeckia

Rye Grass

Stachys

Strawberries

Thyme

Viburnum

Zinnias 

there are many others we’d recommend including:

Poisonous plants you should avoid include:

Azalea and Rhododendron

Chrysanthemum

English Yew

Foxgloves

Giant Hogweed

Hydrangea

Ivy

Lilies

Oleanders

Peace Lilly

Spring Bulbs e.g. daffodils 

Tulips

TOXIC PLANTS TO AVOID
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www.carnilove.co.uk
www.henryaggdesign.co.uk

We hope this guide inspires you to create your own Adventure
Garden at home for your pets to explore. There are many

relatively small adjustments you can make to enhance the
experience of being outside together and create the perfect

safe and exciting space for adventure.


