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Walking Away

...l can see
You walking away from me towards the school
With the pathos of a half-fledged thing set free

Into a wilderness...

That hesitant figure, eddying away

Like a winged seed loosened from its parent stem---
Saying what God alone could perfectly show —
How selfhood begins with a walking away,

And love is proved in the letting go.

( Cecil Day-Lewis, 1904-1972 )
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