
INTERNATIONAL CONTINENTAL
SCIENTIFIC DRILLING PROGRAM

t h e
t h r i l l
to drill

ICDP o� ers logistics and support in a range of 
� elds through its Operational Support Group OSG, 
namely project planning & management, drilling 
tools, borehole measurements, drill site science 
equipment and data  & information management. 

training
and

outreach

The OSG organizes and conducts speci� c work-
shops and scienti� c-technical training courses co-
vering all scienti� c drilling related issues such as 
engineering, sampling, logging, monitoring, data 
management, project planning and management.

Scientists from member countries, countries con-
sidering ICDP membership, and developing  coun-
tries are invited to submit unsolicited proposals 
to the ICDP for � nancial and logistical support of 
continental scienti� c drilling.

The annual deadline for proposal submission is 
January 15; decisions will be communicated with-
in a few months.  

The selection of project proposals for ICDP funding 
is based primarily on scienti� c merits and the ex-
pected impacts on the Earth Sciences but also in-
cludes secondary considerations such as societal 
relevance, technical challenges, environmental 
concerns, permitting and safety issues etc.
ICDP partly covers the operational costs of drilling, 
but applicants are also requested to raise additio-
nal funding sources.

support
and

service

funding
through

icdp

icdp member countries
Austria
Belgium
China 
Czechia
Finland
France
Germany

Iceland
India
Israel
Italy
Japan
Netherlands
New Zealand

Norway
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom
USA
UNESCO
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active
faults &

earth-
quakes

Improving our 
understanding of 
hazardous zones:
investigating pro-
cesses responsible 
for earthquakes and 
seismicity

The International Continental Scienti� c Drilling 
Program ICDP is a multinational program designed 
to promote and coordinate continental scienti� c 
drilling projects with a variety of scienti� c objec-
tives at drill sites of globally outstanding geoscien-
ti� c signi� cance. 
International teams of scientists are invited to 
submit project proposals to ICDP for � nancial and 
logistical support of drilling operations. ICDP pro-
vides funding for high-priority projects which criti-
cally need drilling as a tool.
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address:  Telegrafenberg A69
 14473 Potsdam 
 Germany
email:  icdp@gfz-potsdam.de

contact icdp

science in depth
INTERNATIONAL CONTINENTAL
SCIENTIFIC DRILLING PROGRAM

icdp achievements

Since ICDP founding in 1997, more than 80 workshops and 45 ICDP drilling 
projects have been completed, with upcoming projects on the way. 

global
cycles

cata-
clysmic 
events

Characterizing regio-
nal climate systems: 
putting them in a 
global context with 
the help of drill cores 
from lakes and other 
sediments

hidden 
bio-

sphere

Investigating the 
limiting factors of 
deep life: 
helping  to answer 
questions about 
origin and devel-
opment of life

Understanding 
impact events:
studying the geo-
logical and bio-
logical evolution 
on Earth including 
climate and mass 
extinctions

heat & 
mass 

transfer

Studying the basic 
geological and phy-
sical processes on 
our planet: 
examining transfer 
of heat and mass, 
like magmatic fluids 
and groundwater

www.icdp-online.org 
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