


LIFE OF 
THOMAS 
MERTON AT 
CENTER OF 
FR. EPHREM'S 
RECENT 
ACTIVITY 

Father Ephrem Arcement, 
0.5.B., has completed "In 
the School of Prophets: The 
Formation of Thomas Merton's 
Prophetic Spirituality." The book 
was published with Cistercian 
Publications/Liturgical Press in 
March 2015. 

Ephrem was also invited 
to speak at a symposium at 
New Clairvaux Abbey in Vina, 
California this past summer. The 
symposium celebrated the 900th 
anniversary of the founding 
of Clairvaux Abbey and 
honored the 1 00th anniversary 
of Merton's birth. Ephrem's 
lecture was titled "Thomas 
Merton, Saint Bernard, And 
The Prophetic Dimension 
Of Monasticism In The Early 
21st Century." 

2015 DEO 
GRATIAS 
At last October's annual 
seminary fundraiser, Deo 
Gratias, Bishop Robert 
Muench, from the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge, was presented 
with a framed print by Dom 
Gregory de Wit. Muench was 
honored for his dedication to 
Saint Joseph Abbey + Seminary 
College. Muench (center) was 
joined by Fr. Gregory Boquet, 
O.S.B, President-Rector of the 
seminary college (left) and 
Abbot Justin Brown, 0.5.B. 
(right). 
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LOCAL SEMINARY PROFESSORS 
RECEIVE GRANTS TO PROMOTE 
SCIENTIFIC LITERACY AMONG 
SEMINARIANS 

The Science in Seminaries Initiative 
at John Carroll University has awarded 
a $10,000 grant to Saint Joseph 
Seminary College (SJSC) and another 
to Notre Dame Seminary (NDS) 
for a collaborative effort that will 
join seminary professors from both 
institutions with expert scientists in 
instructing seminarians about how faith, 
philosophy and science intersect at the 
dawn of the human species. The awards 
come after a national competition in 
response to directives from papal and Cory Hayes 
other official documents of the Catholic 
Church encouraging scientific literacy in the formation of seminarians. 
The awards are funded by a grant from the John Templeton Foundation. 

Professor Cory Hayes of SJSC received 
one of the awards for a course to be 
titled Integral Anthropology: Evolution 
in Dialogue with Catholic Theology and 
Philosophy. Professor Chris Baglow of 
NDS received the other for a course to 
be titled The Emergence of the Image: 
Human Evolution from Biological, 
Philosophical and Theological 
Perspectives. Both courses will engage 
the same questions and will be team­
taught by the two professors. The SJSC 
course will be offered in Fall 2016, 
and the NDS course in Spring 2017. 
Hayes and Baglow will be joined by 
three Catholic scientists: evolutionary Chris Bag/ow 
biologist Don Frohlich of the University of 
St. Thomas; microbiologist and priest Fr. Nicanor Austriaco, 0.P. of the 
University of Notre Dame; and evolutionary psychologist Matt Rossano 
of Southeastern Louisiana University. TI1e scientists will also provide 
public lectures and development events for the seminary faculties. 

ABBOT 
PATRICK 
UPDATE 

For Abbot Patrick Regan, 
0.5.B., a trip to Quebec 
in August 2015 for the 
international ecumenical 
Societas Liturgica conference 
served as a milestone for Saint 
Joseph Abbey's former Abbot. 
Not only did it mark two 
years since he attended the 
last conference in Germany, 

but it also served as a benchmark on his road to recovery from 
leukemia, which he was diagnosed with while in Rome late that 
same year. 

Since he stepped down as leader of the Abbey in 2001, a 
position he held for nearly 20 years, Abbot Patrick has remained 
busy at the Abbey researching, writing, teaching and traveling 
abroad. But the leukemia diagnosis stopped him in his tracks. 

During a trip to Rome in late 2013 for a thesis defense, 
Abbot Patrick's leg swelled up. He went to the hospital where 
he was diagnosed with leukemia. He spent the next month in 
three different hospitals in Rome. He returned home and began 
chemotherapy at Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center in Covington 
in January 2014. 

"That in a way was the low point. When I came home, I 
didn't know how much longer I had to live, what I would do, 
or anything. The only sure thing was a weekly blood test. Either 
get a blood transfusion if the numbers are low or get chemo. 
Living week to week with no idea at all, with no ability to plan 
anything," said Abbot Patrick. 

Abbot Patrick was given three options when he returned: do 
nothing and maybe have two years to live; repeat the treatment he 
received in Rome, or consult with M D  Anderson Cancer Center 
in Houston for a containment strategy. 

Not only did the containment strategy work as planned, but it 
also brought the percentage of cancer cells down. By July 2014, a 
bone marrow biopsy showed his cancer cells were at 5 percent. 

"With that, maybe I still have a future, maybe I can start 
planning things, make commitments and move forward. I got 
interested again in studies, going to meetings and writing," Abbot 
Patrick said. 

By March 2015, the cancer cell numbers were less than 1 
percent. Abbot Patrick was ecstatic. This incredible progress in 
recovery invigorated him. During the trip to Quebec last summer, 
he connected with many people, including the editor of Worship 
magazine, who will publish his paper, "The Liturgical Year as 
Agent of Formation: From the Pioneers through Vatican II." 

The trip also led to a summer teaching position at the University 
of Notre Dame for 2016 and 2017 and an application for a 
fellowship at Yale University, which if accepted, would begin this 
coming August. 

Given his incredible progress in such a short amount of 
time, it's clear that Abbot Patrick is taking advantage of every 
opportunity coming his way. 

BROTHER 
LEO FRANCA 
PROFESSED 
FIRST VOWS 
AT SAINT 
JOSEPH ABBEY 

Brother Leo Franca 
professed first vows during 
First Vespers of the Solemnity 
of Saint Benedict last summer, 
committing himself to three 
years as a Benedictine monk 
at Saint Joseph Abbey. In the 
presence of Abbot Justin Brown 
and the monks of Saint Joseph 
Abbey, he publicly committed 
himself to obedience, stability 
and fidelity to monastic life. 

Brother Leo grew up in 
Brazil. He is the son of Hime 
Franca and Elizabeth Franca. 
He received his bachelor's 
degree in physical therapy at 
the Universidade Federal de 
Minas Gerais in Brazil. 

"I'm blessed to be here 
at Saint Joseph Abbey. It's a 
wonderful place," said Brother 
Leo, a lover of music and the 
arts. 

In fact, the paintings by 
Dom Gregory de Wit, the late 
muralist of the Abbey church 
and refectory, was a draw 
to Brother Leo, a self-taught 
painter and violin player. 

"I like how traditional 
everything is here, including 
the music in the church, plus 
the Schola from the seminary, 
they sing beautifully," said 
Brother Leo, who also plans to 
pursue his own artistic interests 
here at Saint Joseph. 

NECROLOGY 
Please Help Us Pray For Family and Friends Who Have Passed on into Eternal Life 
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Friend of the Abbey 
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PEGGY TOUPS 
Friend of the Abbey, Obla1e 

MacCandless 

Hollingsworth 

COLONEL LEEMON B. McHENRY 
Friend of the Abbey 

father William John MacCandless, O.S.B., passed away on Christmas Day 
at the monastery. A native of New Orleans, he was born on July 7, 1930. 
He began monastic life at the Trappist Abbey of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Pecos, N.M.; while he was still a young monk, the monastery transferred him 
in 1955 to Lafayette, Ore., where he was ordained a priest on December 7, 
1958. In 1978, he entered Saint Joseph Abbey, where he made profession as 
a Benedictine monk on July 11, 1981 . He was a gentle and good-humored 
member of the community, much sought as a spiritual director and confessor. 

Brother Anselm Hollingsworth, O.S.B., passed away on December 11 
at Our Lady of Wisdom Healthcare Center in Algiers. He was born on July 
6, 1933, the only son of William R. Hollingsworth, Jr. and Jane Oakley 
Hollingsworth. He grew up in Jackson, Miss., where his father was a noted 
painter, watercolorist and illustrator. He inherited his father's name and his 
talent as a cartoonist. His major talent was as a self-taught pianist with a gift 
for jazz improvisation, who, as a young man, headed his own dance band. 
He entered Saint Joseph Abbey and made profession as a monk on August 29, 
1960. He was a model of monastic observance to his brothers, and he was 
noted for his ready humor. 

Saint Joseph Abbey+ Seminary College extends its first­

ever national corporate partnership invitation to join our 

S.H.l.P., which is named after the four pillars of priestly 

formation used in teaching our young seminarians to lead 

a life in God's service: Spiritual, Human, Intellectual and 

Pastoral. S.H.l.P. is unique as a partnership in a mutual 

value centered philosophy and one which affirms the 

highest corporate aims of American enterprise. 

For details on S.H.I.P., visit www.saintjosephabbey.com/ 

ship-partnership or call 985-867 -2284. 


