
MASS SCHEDULE

Tues-Friday  8:00am
Saturday  4:00pm
Sunday
     ENGLISH  7:30am  
   10:30am
   5:00pm
    POLISH  9:00am
   12:00pm
1st Friday
     ENGLISH  8:00am
     POLISH  7:00pm

CONFESSION
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm
Saturday 6:00-6:45pm

CONTACT     f
16043 South Bell Road
Homer Glen, IL 60491
708-301-6246
office@OMGCCC.org
www.omgccc.org

OFFICE HOURS
Tues, Wed, Fri      9-3:00pm
Thurs by Appointment Only

FAITH FORMATION 
HOURS
Tues & Thurs 9am-3:00pm
Wed                 9am-4:30pm  

16043 S. Bell Road   Homer Glen, IL   60491   708-301-6246   www.omgccc.org   office@omgccc.org

Our Mother of Good Counsel
Catholic Church

CONFESSION
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm
Saturday 6:00-6:45pm

December 1st, 2024                                                                                   1st Sunday of Advent



Tuesday December 3
• Mike Beaucaire (Birthday Blessing)

Wednesday December 4
† Leo Echevarria (1 year 
remembrance)

Thursday December 5
• St. Dominic Parish, Bolingbrook
† Geraldine Zwolinski (1 year 
remembrance)

Friday December 6 8:00am
• St. Isidore Parish, Bloomingdale
† Zenon Sungaila

Friday December 6 7:00pm
• O Boze Błogosławienstwo w 
rodzinie

Saturday December 7  4:00pm 
† Calvin Bruni

Sunday December 8  7:30am
• Our Parishioners
 
Sunday December 8  9:00am 
• O zdrowie dla Mari
† Andrzej Pasciak

 Sunday December 8  10:30am 
† Carl Holicz

Sunday December 8  12:00pm
† Elzbieta Siuta w 3 rocznice smierci

Sunday December 8  5:00pm
† Barbara Czarniak

Saints and Special Observances of the Week
Sunday, December 1: 1st Sunday Of Advent, Year C Begins
Tuesday, December 3: Saint Francis Xavier
Wednesday December 4: Saint John Damascene
Friday December 6: First Friday Devotion To The Sacred Heart Of Jesus
Friday December 6: Saint Nicholas
Saturday December 7: Saint Ambrose

Christmas Flower Memorial
You are invited to contribute to the Church’s Christmas flowers, greenery, and decorations.
The specially designed envelope for this memorial can be found in your mailed packet or the
Narthex. Include the name(s) of those you would like memorialized on the envelope. Please
try to print the names clearly. For each deceased person or couple, we suggest an offering of
$5 or more. Drop the envelope in the collection basket or at the office no later than Sunday,
December 22nd. Names cannot be added after that date. The names of all those memorialized
will be listed in the bulletin the weekend after Christmas. Thank you & God Bless!

Spowiedź Święta w 
jęz polskim
Od godz. 6:00pm

Msza Święta: 
8:00am w jęz angielskim
7:00pm w jęz polskim 

FIRST FRIDAY OF
THE MONTH

Confession 
(Polish/English): 

6:00pm

Mass: 
8am English Mass

7pm Polish Mass

PIERWSZE PIĄTKI
MIESIĄCA

This week, the lamps burn for: 

† Janina & Andrzej Bobak 
† Ludwina & Jan Zolinski

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

Gabriela Staszel
G O D  B L E S S

on her Baptism

Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish is participating in the Giving Tree Program this year.
Please keep the needy in mind while you do your shopping. A poster and collection box
are in the Narthex with the requested item from Guardian Angel Community Services
and Catholic Charities. All donated items need to be new, unused, and unopened. Do
not wrap items.

You can also purchase items from the Daybreak Center Amazon Wish List. Items include:
underwear, socks, coats, unopened hygiene products. Gigt cards are also requested
from: Walmart, Target, gas stations, fast food 
 restaurants in $25 denominations.

Guardian Angel also has an amazon wish list.  See the website for the
 links to these lists.

Thank you in advance for helping others!

Giving Tree 2024

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



A D V E N T  R E S O U R C E S
 Advent Confessions
Our Advent Confessions will be held in our church 
 beginning at 7pm on Friday, December 13th.  You must
enter through the adoration chapel dorr.

“The transformation of the heart that leads us to
confess our sins is a gift from God” ~Pope Francis 

Catholic Talk Show 7 Things
You Didn’t Know About
Advent 
The Catholic Talk Show is on
YouTube. Watch and listen to
the two lay gentlemen and Fr.
Richard Pagano discuss
Advent. 

Hallow Advent Pray 24
Join Jonathan Roumie, Bear
Grylls, Kevin James, and other
inspiring Catholics and pray
every day on the Hallow app.
You can listen for free with
their 90 day trial.

The Word Among Us “My
Soul Waits For the Lord”
This Advent booklet contains
the Mass and daily
meditations  for Advent
prayer and reflection. It is
available in our narthex.

Best Advent Ever
This is a free email program
that you slows you down to
focus on what matters during
this busy season. Experience
Advent in a new way! Enroll at
BestAdventEver.com

God With Us
This booklet reminds us that
we do not walk alone. 
The love and light of Jesus is
always at and on our side.
 These booklets are available
in our narthex.
 

We Welcome Jesus
The prayers, stories and
reflections will help children
welcome Jesus and practice
virtues such as kindness,
gentleness, holiness, and
justice. They are available in
the narthex.

 Christmas Concert

Mark your calendars for Sunday
December 15th. Our Music Ministry will
be performing Christmas music
beginning at 6pm. Prepare for Jesus’s by
listening to beautiful Christmas music.

Knight of Columbus Coat Drive

The annual Our Mother of Good Counsel,
Knights of Columbus Coat Drive, will be
on December 7/8 and December 14/15.
New and used coats in good condition
and in all sizes will be accepted and
donated to local charities.

Santa’s Breakfast

Santa’s Breakfast is Sunday December
8th from 9:00am-12:00pm. Tickets for
breakfast and for raffle baskets are on
sale at all Mass times.
Come take a photo with Santa and enjoy
a breakfast buffet.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Meaning of the Advent Wreath  
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a
circle of evergreen branches into which four
candles are inserted, representing the four weeks
of Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple and
one is rose, but white candles can also be used.

The purple candles in particular symbolize the
prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and
goods works undertaken at this time. The rose
candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete
Sunday, when the priest may wear rose
vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the
Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have
arrived at the mid�point of Advent, when their
preparation is now half over and they are close to
Christmas. 

The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the
world and the anticipation of his second coming
to judge the living and the dead.

**Students in grades 3-8 will meet in church for Advent
Reconciliation. Students will sit with their class and
attendance will be taken. Parents must accompany their
children in church. Grades 1 and 2 are off on Dec. 11th.

Religious Education 
Program Schedule

December 4—CLASS 
December 11-Reconciliation Gr 3-8 Church

FAITH FORMATION
For further information on any of the items below, or on the
Religious Education program, please contact Janet Litterio in
the Faith Formation Office at 708-301-0214. FAX #: 708-301-
6356. 

Visit our parish website omgccc.org for the RE schedule and
other Faith Formation information throughout the year.
Simply click on the Faith Formation (RE) link once you enter
the site.

Family Prayer First Week of Advent (Hope)
Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world.
This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your
voice, and focus on what’s really important. We
place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to
celebrate your birth on Christmas. ~Amen.
(Dynamic Catholic) 

Just a quick publisher’s note: if you enjoy reading this 
column and want to read previous columns and more 
content, subscribe on Substack at https://sebastianab-
binanti.substack.com/

This Sunday, we begin a new liturgical year and enter 
the holy season of reflection and preparation. Amid 

the busyness of decorating, shopping, and planning gatherings, let us 
focus on preparing our hearts and minds for the gifts of hope, peace, 
joy, and love that Christ brings.

“The one who has hope lives differently; the one who hopes has 
been granted the gift of a new life” (Spe Salvi, Benedict XVI, para. 
2).

Who better to guide us on the path to prepare ourselves for Jesus 
than St. Joseph, who profoundly embodies hope rooted in his unwav-
ering faith and trust in God?

The Light of Hope in Our Homes 
The first candle of the Advent Wreath symbolizes hope, the kind that, 
for St. Joseph, meant trusting in what he could not yet see—a Savior 
who would fulfill God’s promise of salvation. We are called to that 
very same hope, not just for Christmas, to prepare our hearts for 
Jesus in our everyday lives. This hope not only sustained St. Joseph 
but also guided his actions as he awaited the fulfillment of God’s 
promises.

The Advent of St. Joseph: A Quiet Trust 
Joseph’s Advent wasn’t limited to four weeks but spanned months 
of uncertainty and faith. Yet, trusting God’s promises, he became 
a vital part of salvation history, guiding Mary and Jesus with quiet 
strength. Joseph waited patiently for God’s guidance. What a pro-
found amount of patience he must have been granted, knowing that 
he would be responsible for protecting the Child who would bring 
salvation to all mankind while still having to wait for God to reveal 
the fullness of His plan.

This kind of waiting is countercultural in today’s world of instant 
feedback, same-day Amazon Prime, and answers to our most press-
ing questions revealed in the time it takes to press the search button. 
Yet Joseph reminds us that God’s timing is perfect, and His promises 
are worth the wait.

Our Call as Husbands and Fathers 
This Advent, embrace the role of your family’s spiritual leader, fol-
lowing St. Joseph’s example. Guide your loved ones in preparing their 
hearts for Christ. Begin by cultivating patience through daily mo-
ments of prayer and reflection and inviting your family to join you.

Trust God by surrendering a shared worry or anxiety as a family, 
demonstrating your faith in His providence. Lead your family in acts 
of service, whether by helping a neighbor, contributing to your par-
ish, or giving your time, talents, and treasure to those less fortunate. 
By embodying these virtues, you invite Christ’s presence not only at 
Christmas but as a lasting part of your family’s daily life.

-Sebastian Abbinanti

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Diocese of Joliet 
 

Office of the Bishop Blanchette Catholic Center 
 16555 Weber Rd. 
 Crest Hill, Illinois 60403 
 www.diojoliet.org 

 

 

2024 Retirement Fund for Religious retiredreligious.org 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
In the coming weeks, our parishes will take up the annual collection for the Retirement Fund 
for Religious. This campaign is crucial, benefiting more than 24,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests who have been faithful servants within the Church, devoting their lives 
to service. 

As I reflect on their ministry, I am grateful for the impact these women and men religious have 
had on our faith journeys. Their devoted service has impacted our (arch)diocese, inspiring and 
guiding us as we grow in faith.  

Most senior religious worked many years for little pay, leaving their religious communities with 
a shortage of retirement savings. Rising healthcare costs and decreased income compound the 
challenge to meet day-to-day needs for medications, nursing assistance, and other necessities. 

Your contributions to the Retirement Fund for Religious play a vital role in providing necessary 
financial support. This support enables religious communities to care for their aging members 
while ensuring that the younger generation can carry forward the invaluable work of their 
elders.  

Please consider contributing when asked and giving what you are able. Above all, I ask for your 
prayers for God’s continued blessings on all our women and men religious, who keep you in 
their prayers as well. 

Together, let us support the many religious women and men who have made enormous 
contributions to our Church and to the world. 

As I remain – 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks 
Bishop of Joliet 

2024 Retirement Fund for Religious                                                                                 retiredreligious.org

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In the coming weeks, our parishes will take up the annual collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. This campaign 
is crucial, benefiting more than 24,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have been faithful servants 
within the Church, devoting their lives to service.

As I reflect on their ministry, I am grateful for the impact these women and men religious have had on our faith journeys. 
Their devoted service has impacted our (arch)diocese, inspiring and guiding us as we grow in faith. 

Most senior religious worked many years for little pay, leaving their religious communities with a shortage of retirement 
savings. Rising healthcare costs and decreased income compound the challenge to meet day-to-day needs for medications, 
nursing assistance, and other necessities.

Your contributions to the Retirement Fund for Religious play a vital role in providing necessary financial support. This sup-
port enables religious communities to care for their aging members while ensuring that the younger generation can carry 
forward the invaluable work of their elders. 

Please consider contributing when asked and giving what you are able. Above all, I ask for your prayers for God’s contin-
ued blessings on all our women and men religious, who keep you in their prayers as well.

Together, let us support the many religious women and men who have made enormous contributions to our Church and 
to the world.

As I remain –

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet

Decree: Feast of the Immaculate Conception December 8, transferred to December 9th in 2024 -- Dispensa-
tion from the holy day of obligation:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Recently, there have been several reports about the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and its status as a Holy day of Obligation in the 
media.

Consequently, and in accord with canon Canon 87. §, I therefore issue the decree establishing the following: the obligation linked to the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which has been transferred to Monday, December 9, 2024, is hereby dispensed in the Diocese of 
Joliet. No member of the Catholic Faithful in the Diocese is obligated to attend Mass on December 9, 2024.

Because the Blessed Mother is the Patroness of the United States under the title of the Immaculate Conception, I still encourage your 
participation at Mass and your devotion to the Immaculate Conception.

Given at this Chancery, Blanchette Catholic Center, on this 30th day of October 2024.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



GIVE THE GIFT OF BLOOD THIS WINTER

BLOOD DRIVE

PLEASE HELP SAVE LIVES IN 
THE COMMUNITY

Sunday 
December

15
7:00 AM – 11:00 AM

LOCATION: MOBILE COACH 
16043 S Bell Rd, Homer Glen 60491 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED/WALK INS 
WELCOME 
 
Please book an appointment on-line using the QR 
Code attached:-   
 
 
 
Sign up today and make a difference in 
someones life for the Holidays. 

Helpful tip: 
Make sure to eat a healthy 
meal and drink plenty of 
water before donating. 

 
Photo ID Required

    OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL 

Blood Center of Illinois

Y U HGroup
Our Mother of Good Counsel

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H
 

Exciting News: Launch of 
Our Youth Group!

We are thrilled to announce the start of a new Youth Group 
at Our Mother of Good Counsel! This group is designed to 

be a space where young people, grades 6th thru 12 can 
come together in faith, friendship, and fun, exploring life’s 
big questions and growing closer to God and one another.

Our Youth Group will offer a variety of activities, from faith 
discussions and service projects to social events and 

team-building experiences. Through these gatherings, we 
aim to build a welcoming community where our youth can 

develop a deeper understanding of their faith, discover their 
unique gifts, and make lasting friendships.

We invite all to join us for our kickoff event, December 8th, 
2024. We’ll start with the Youth Mass at 5pm celebrated by 

Father Michael Vanderbeek. After the Mass we’ll share 
pizza, details about the program and get to know each other. 
We look forward to seeing how God will work through this 

exciting new ministry 
at Our Mother of Good Counsel!

Register today at: 
https://tinyurl.com/OMGCYG

Monument to the Unborn

    The Knights of Columbus have 
    installed a Monument to the Unborn   
    on the east side of the Church, near 
    the entrance door to the Adoration  
    Chapel. 

    This beautiful monument was cre-
ated by Monumental Art Works of Justice, Illinois, and will be 
a wonderful addition to our Parish grounds. Special thanks to 
Sam Scapellato of Maven Pavement Solutions in Homer Glen for 
DONATING the labor and materials for the concrete foundation 
for the monument! Stay tuned for more information about the 
dedication/blessing of the monument.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Sacraments & Ministries
Baptism: Catholic parties should be members of Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish. Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements.

Marriage: Catholic parties should be members of Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish. They should contact the Parish Office at least six months 
before the wedding to allow time for preparation. 

Funerals: Call the Parish office to schedule an appointment to make preparations for the Mass.

Eucharist For Homebound: If you are unable to attend Mass please contact the Parish Office for the Sacraments of the Eucharist.

For Anointing of the Sick, Hospital Visits: Please contact the office. Please do not wait until prognosis is imminent. 

Religious Education: Grades 1-8 (Call Faith Formation Office). Classes meet Wednesday, 6-7:30 PM-September through March.

Newcomers: Welcome to our Parish! Please contact the Parish Office or see our website to register.

Religious Life: Considering Religious Life? For more information about vocations for the Religious Life, please contact vocations@dioceseofjoliet.org

Prayer Request Line: Submit your intention to omgcprayers@gmail.com, and our prayer warriors will discreetly pray for you intention.

Very Rev. Grzegorz P. Podwysocki 
JCL, JV, KHS
Judicial Vicar 
Diocese of Joliet
Pastor

Weekend Assistants:  
Rev. Michael Flynn  
Rev. Maciej Stelmach

Director of Faith Formation:
Janet Litterio
FaithFormation@omgccc.org 
708-301-0214

Office Manager 
Director of Polish Ministry:
Małgorzata Siuta (Po Polsku)
708-955-9682

Music Director:
Anna Siwiec-Sitkowska

Accountant:
Paula Bucciferro

Digital Media:
Victoria Petecki

Parish Office:
708-301-6246
office@omgccc.org
16043 S. Bell Rd
Homer Glen, IL 60491
Hours:
Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am-3pm
Thurs: By Appointment

Parish Staff

Sat 4:00pm Sun 7:30am Sun 9:00am Sun 10:30am Sun 12:00pm Sun 5:00pm

Eucharistic
Minsters

Dennis Foley
Janet Litterio
Ed Wereldsma

Mary Ann Mesich
Monica Shaub
Theresa Pettinato
Mike Gato

Józef Staszeczka
Jasia Para

Denise Holub 
Dawn Nolan 
Julie Sochacki

Agata Świętosławska
Katarzyna Karpiuk
Ewelina Szafran

Janet Litterio
Debra Abbinati

Lector Dennis Foley Patti Mulligan
Bill Shaub

Not Available at 
Publication

Phillip Gosewisch Not Available at 
Publication

Janet Litterio

Sacristan Donna Swiniarski Patti Mulligan Bożena Bisaga Phillip Gosewisch Andrzej Kas Sebastian Abbinati

Ushers Ken Marcin
John Swiniarski

Jim Mulligan
Mike Targoz
Tony Angelo

Czesław Bisaga
Witek Szaflarski
Sławomir Budz
Stanisław Smalec

Phillip Gosewisch
Mike Tombers

Artur Leja
Andrzej Kas
Wiesław Moś     
Eugeniusz Blachut         

please volunteer

Ministry Schedule - Dec 7th/Dec 8th

Weekend Collection 

November 23rd/24th
Mass Envelopes......$9,584.00
Online offering........$1,482.00
Utilities....................$111.00

Online Giving is available through the secure
OSV website. It allows you to submit a one
time donation or you can sign up for a
recurring contribution.

CMAA Pledge Report for 
Our Mother of Good Counsel
PARISH GOAL: _______$38,700
AMOUNT PLEDGED: __$46,528
AMOUNT PAID: ______$44,735
REMAINING BALANCE: $1,793
DONOR COUNT:______153
REBATE:____________$4,224

Building Fund......... $107.00

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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