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Sts. Konstantine & Eleni 
Emperor Konstantine the Great, Equal-to-the-Apostles once saw a vision of the 

Cross in the sky and heard a voice say, "In this sign conquer." He had his soldiers 
paint he cross on their banners and shields and then they won against 

impossible odds. His mother, Helen, served as his Empress. She was devoted to 
the Holy Land, and in Jerusalem she discovered the True Cross on which Christ 

was crucified.  
Some facts about these saints:  

They are the reason we have Sundays off from work and school.  
St. Konstantine was the first to legalize freedom of religion (Edict of Milan). 

He was the first person in history to make slavery illegal. 
He was the first Roman emperor to refuse to be proclaimed a god.  

He was baptized a week before he died and never took off his baptismal robe as 
he considered it a greater honor to wear it than his imperial clothing. 

The hymns of the Church say that his relics would produce myrrh.  

St. Eleni was 80 years old when she went to look for the True Cross of Christ 
after her son saw it appear in the sky. 

She built 80 new churches all over Jerusalem. She also built a church for every 
major event of Christ’s life.  

The Persians came and destroyed most of the churches except for the Church of 
the Nativity because the icons in that church depicted the Magi bearing gifts so 

they respected that.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
WE NEED YOUR HELP at our Kimisis 

Festival JUNE 13 – 15  
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Pascha and the Family Basket 
by Fr. Gregory Wigenbach 

 
“Do not turn aside too readily from the ancient traditions you have received from the 

elders, which they in turn learned at their forefathers’ feet…(for) they may still prove profitable 
to you and yours in your times of need.” Wisdom of Sirach 

If you adopt a new homeland and assimilate its ways and culture into your own, it can 
certainly be a posi�ve religious and cultural experience. St. Paul’s apostolate among the 
Greeks, as well as the Byzan�ne-Greek Chris�ans’ mission among the Slavic people amply 
illustrates this. An even richer synthesis of cultures can result, helping the Church to witness – 
that much more effec�vely – to the Word of God among the na�ve people. However, there is 
also a “nega�ve assimila�on,” which tends to throw aside elements of prime value from the 
original heritage. Catastrophes in history can do this. The fall of the Byzan�ne Chris�an 
Commonwealth to the conquering Moslem Turks was one such catastrophe whose crippling 
effects are s�ll with us. Many significant religious tradi�ons were lost or their meanings 
distorted by “paramythia” [stories or tales]. 

A very ancient custom which “fell by the wayside” among the Greeks as a result of the 
400 years of Turkish rule, was the custom of “blessing the family baskets” of Paschal food at 
Easter. It is s�ll widespread among the Slavic na�ons who inherited the Orthodox Chris�an 
faith and culture from the Byzan�ne Greeks. Though during my graduate pastoral internship 
over a dozen years ago, in northern Greece and in the Peloponnesos region, I did come across 
the custom in two Greek village communi�es. I also heard men�on of it from a few of my 
fellow priest-classmates at the University of Thessaloniki. 

The custom has its Chris�an origins from the early Church’s Apostolic and sub-apostolic 
communi�es. In those days the faithful, as a mater of course, gathered together as an 
interdependent “family of families,” sharing all the fruits of their labor as gi�s of God to be 
offered and blessed on the high holydays. The blessing of the grapes and fruits on the Feast of 
the Transfigura�on s�ll survives among some Greek communi�es. 

The early Chris�ans – whatever their ethnic iden�ty – received the tradi�on from their 
Jewish spiritual ancestors. Even the ancient name of “Pascha” was translated directly from the 
Hebrew “Pesach”, meaning “to pass-over”. Hence, the English name among both Jews and 
Chris�ans of tradi�onal observance is “The Pasch,” or “The Passover”. 

According to the ancient tradi�on the mother and father of the family would carefully 
set aside the best of certain basic foods and drink, or symbolic por�ons thereof, during Holy 
Week. These were foods which the family would deny themselves during the whole of the 
Great Paschal Fast. In certain communi�es the local basketmaker would make a large, new 
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basket for each of the parish families, as new an offering as the foods and the “spring cleaning” 
that took place amidst hymn-singing. 

The new basket, finally put together on Holy Saturday morning a�er the Liturgy of 
An�cipa�on [Vesper-Liturgy of St. Basil], normally included the following: (1) The Easter, or 
Pascha, loaf of bread; (2) A botle of red wine; (3) Meats and meat products, including lamb, 
sausages, and ham; (4) dairy products, such as buter, cheese, and eggs; (5) oil and seasonings; 
and (6) salt, to represent Chris�ans as Christ Himself described them – “the salt that gives the 
earth its savor.” Depending on the par�cular region, the eggs would be prepared and dyed 
“Resurrec�on red,” and even perhaps marked with a cross, either on Holy Thursday or Holy 
Saturday morning. 

When all was in readiness, while all of the family were gathered in front of the “home 
altar” and its icons, the mother – her head covered by a seamless or embroidered white, 
tasseled veil – would reverently place each foodstuff in the basket. Her husband, the father of 
the household, led all in the chan�ng of hymns and the Lord’s Prayer. An embroidered, or 
specially dyed, cloth emblazoned with the Cross of Christ and the symbol “IC XC/NIKA” (Jesus 
Christ Conquers) was then placed over the whole [basket]. Just before leaving for the Church 
the oldest child would place a newly-made candle in the basket to be the family’s own 
Resurrec�on “lampada” [candle] in readiness for the triumphal “Passing of the Light of Life” at 
the Midnight Services in the village church. 

Arriving at the Church the family took the basket to the foot of the Iconostasis. A�er the 
Liturgy and all had received holy Communion, the priest or bishop blessed the many baskets 
and the communal appor�onment of the Easter/[Pascha] eggs. Leaving the Church, the whole 
of the parish or groups of families would gather to share their Easter [Pascha] eggs, soup, 
breads and cheese. The remainder of the Paschal basket foodstuffs were eaten by the family, 
usually together with a whole roasted lamb on Easter Sunday and during the “Bright Week” 
following. 

We can easily see that the blessing of the Paschal/Easter food baskets has a deep 
liturgical, spiritual and familial meaning. It is indeed a pity that such a profound tradi�on as 
this has largely “fallen by the wayside” among many segments of Orthodox Chris�ans. Perhaps 
the �me has come, during this period of �me dedicated to the Chris�an Family, for us to begin 
reclaiming this and other wonderful tradi�ons that are, a�er all, our very own! 

 
This article first appeared in The Orthodox Observer, April 8, 1987. At that time Fr. Gregory was the national 

director of the Greek Archdiocese Department of Church and Family Life. 
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Parish Recent Pictures! 
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2024 Holy Week & Bright Week Schedule
Note 1: This schedule includes only services at our home parish. For services taking place at other parishes, please refer to the 

monthly calendar.

April 27 - Lazarus Saturday (wine & oil allowed) 

 9:00 AM: Orthros & Divine Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom (the Raising of Lazarus)

 5:45 PM: 9th Hour, Great Vespers & Small
Compline

April 28 - Palm Sunday (fish, wine, & oil allowed) 

 8:30 AM: Orthros & Divine Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom (the Triumphal Entry of our
Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem)

o Following Liturgy: Palm Sunday fish
dinner

 6:00 PM: Orthros of Holy Monday
(Bridegroom Service)

April 29 - Holy & Great Monday (strict fast) 

 9:00 AM: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
 6:00 PM: Orthros of Holy Tuesday

(Bridegroom Service)

April 30 - Holy & Great Tuesday (strict fast) 

 9:00 AM: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
 6:00 PM: Orthros of Holy Wednesday

(Bridegroom Service - the Betrayal of Judas
w/the Hymn of Saint Kassiani)

May 1 - Holy & Great Wednesday (strict fast) 

 9:00 AM: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
with Hymn of Saint Kassiani

 3:00 PM: Holy Unction Service
 6:00 PM Orthros of Holy Thursday (the

Mystical Supper) with anointing for previous
absentees

May 2 - Holy & Great Thursday (wine & oil 
allowed) 

 9:00 AM: Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Saint
Basil the Great (the Mystical Supper — the
Institution of the Divine Eucharist)

 6:00 PM: Orthros of Holy Friday (the Service
of the Divine & Saving Passion of our Lord
Jesus Christ, with the twelve Gospels
readings)

May 3 - Holy & Great Friday (strict fast) 

 9:00 AM: Royal Hours of the Passion
 12:00 PM: “Pascha Experience” (Holy Friday

Retreat) & decoration of the Kouvouklion
 3:00 PM: Vespers of Holy Saturday

(“Unnailing” - the Descent from the Cross &
Entombment)

 6:00 PM: Orthros of Holy Saturday
(Lamentations/funeral procession — the
Descent into Hades)

May 4 - Holy & Great Saturday (strict fast) 

 9:00 AM: Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Saint
Basil the Great (“First Resurrection” - feel
free to bring your noise-making devices!)

 1:00 PM: Baptism of Catechumens
 10:00 PM: Pannychis (Pre-Resurrection

Canon)
 10:30 PM (approximately) Lights out,

Proclamation of the Resurrection, Orthros of
Holy Pascha, & Catechetical Homily of Saint
John Chrysostom

 Followed by: Divine Liturgy (the Glorious
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ)

o Following Liturgy: Paschal breakfast

May 5 - Holy & Glorious Sunday of Pascha, the 
Feast of Feasts (no fast - after Liturgy finishes) 

 12:30 PM: Vespers of Bright Monday
(“Agape”) with the Gospel read in several
languages (feel free to volunteer to read if you
know another language)

 1:30 PM: Easter Egg Hunt for Youths Ages 1-
9
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2023-2024 
Y2AM CALENDAR

March
2: GOYA Volleyball Tournament at St. Nicholas    
  Cathedral, Pittsburgh
8-10: GOYA Spring Retreat at Camp Nazareth
16: Central Region HOPE and JOY Lenten Mini
  Retreat at Holy Cross, Pittsburgh and Eastern Region
  GOYA GagaBall and Apokriatiko at Annunciation,
  Lancaster
30: Northwestern Region HOPE & JOY Lenten Mini
  Retreat at Sts. Constantine and Helen, Cleveland
  Heights and Eastern Region HOPE & JOY Lenten
  Mini Retreat at Annunciation, York

April
5-7: Young Adult Spring Retreat at Camp Nazareth
13: Southwestern Region HOPE & JOY Lenten
  Mini Retreat at St. John, Charleston
20: Weekend of Service partnered with Philoptochos 
  and Metropolis Oratorical Festival at TBD

June

August (2024)

May

July

4: Regional Paraklesis at St. Nicholas, Lorain
7: Regional Paraklesis at Dormition, Oakmont
13: Regional Paraklesis at Holy Trinity Cathedral,
  Camp Hill

7-13: Summer Camp Week 4 (10th-12th
Grade) at Camp Nazareth

1: GOYA Beach Volleyball at SandBox
16-22: Summer Camp Week 1 (2nd-4th Grade)

at Camp Nazareth
23-29: Summer Camp Week 2 (5th-7th Grade)

at Camp Nazareth
June 30-July 6: Summer Camp Week 3 (7th-9th
  Grade) at Camp Nazareth

February
2-4: Second GOYA Basketball Tournament at
St. Paul, North Royalton

3: Eastern Region Soccer Tournament at 
  Annunciation, Lancaster
10: Special Needs Mini Retreat at St. Nicholas,
  Youngstown
16-18: Third GOYA Basketball Tournament at

Holy Trinity, Pittsburgh & TBD

Y2AM Director: Alyssa Kyritsis
412-621-8543 or akyritsis@pittsburgh.goarch.org

Camping Ministries Coordinator: Marina Papafil
412-465-0460 or camp@pittsburgh.goarch.org

TBD: HOPE & JOY Olympics
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METROPOLIS OF 
PITTSBURGH 

REGISTRATION 

Metropolis Council and Parish Council 
Background Check and Training Instructions 

Register here: youthsafetyplatform.goarch.org 

Are you a Council Member or Youth Worker within your home parish or Metropolis? If so, please register to complete 
the process using the link above. Click "First-time Registrant" - gold box below password. 

If you registered in the new platform anytime after September 2022, you won't need to repeat the screening 
(background check) or training (every year) if you are already compliant. 

You will be responsible for the $29 fee for the background check if your parish does not cover the cost. 

When you register, use the link above and make sure you select the Metropolis of Pittsburgh and Home Parish and 
City. Your primary Role: Archdiocesan Council, Metropolis Council, and/or Parish Council, and then list any other roles 
you hold in the parish. 

Under Title: Describe your position: Parish Council President, Treasurer, Basketball Coach, etc. 

You will complete the general information, Archdiocese's Code of Conduct, Registration & Reference questions, and 
then will be directed to complete your background check. 

SCREENING (every two years) 
When you are directed to the Sterling Volunteers site to complete your background 
check, you will see the screen with your email address. 

You must create a new password as this is a different site. 

Agree to the terms and create an account. If you have been to this site before, just log in. 

You will verify your legal name, birthdate, and Social Security number. 

You must include residences for at least the last seven years with no gaps between dates. 

This portion will take you approximately ten minutes to complete. 

TRAINING (every year) 
The Metropolis of Pittsburgh strongly encouraged Council Members who are not youth 
workers to complete the training. When you have finished the background check, you will 
be able to take the on line training. While you might not have routine supervisory 
responsibility over kids, it is important to your role as a leader within the parish to 
understand the safety culture that needs to be maintained for our children, and the 
training that your youth volunteers (and staff) have to undergo in order to serve our 
youngest parishioners. 

l·f5@Q 

Onlfne 'lnlni119 Moclllloa 

A Tlr,1E TO PROTECT GOD'S CHILDREN 

A PLAN TO PROTECT GOD'S CHILDREN 

. ..,.,--~ ____ ,.,..._,......., 
C~c01.~0Uwdo-... ~--s--,ro,....,o,1u1-Ac.......__ =-- == 

The training will take approximately one hour. There is a Year One module for new Users and a Year Two Training 
module for those who have already completed the first training. 

Sterling Volunteers Support Team, specifically for Greek Orthodox Parishes and Ministries available 
Monday- Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm ET. Phone: 855.326. 1860, select Option 1 and enter 6548. 

You may email for support goa@sterlingvolunteers.com and cc: youthsafety@goarch.org 

1.19.2024 
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philoptochos news 
         May 2024 

Χριστος Ανεστη!  Christ is Risen!  I hope that the joy of the Risen Christ 
is in all our hearts. As we near the end of the school year, it’s time to honor 
our high school graduates. Congratulations to Sophia and Marina Hahn 
and Aiden and Landen Mukanos Kramer. Best wishes to all of you as you 
embark on the next phase of your educational career.  

 

Mother’s Day is on May 12th. We are currently collecting names for the 
Mother’s Day prayers. Deadline for submissions to Chris Kopar is May 8th. 
Also in this bulletin are the forms for Father’s Day prayers being collected 
by Ellen Kaffenes. Father’s Day is June 16th. The deadline for Father’s Day 
submissions is June 12th. We will also be continuing our Fundraiser 
Lunches through the month of May. Let a board member know if interested 
in hosting a lunch. 

 

There is a nice community event happening on Saturday, May 18th at the 
Seven Oaks Country Club for anyone that may be interested. It’s the Gala 
For Good, which is the annual fundraiser for Healing Hunger Beaver 
County which supports many of the works of our neighbors at the House 
of Prayer Lutheran Church. We already have a small group interested in 
attending. If anyone would like to join us, contact Chris Kopar. For more 
information, see the Gala For Good flyers included in this bulletin. 

In closing, I want to wish everyone a wonderful summer. We will not have 
a meeting in May but we do have a big food festival coming up in June. For 
anyone willing to work the food line, please see Chris Kopar or Ellen 
Kaffenes for scheduling. We need your help and we thank you in advance! 

      In your service, Chris Kopar 
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   Ladies Philoptochos Society 
 

Mother’s Day Prayers ~ May 12, 2024 

Orthodox Christian Mothers, Grandmothers, Godmothers, Aunts, Mothers-in-Law, etc. 
 

Please include your complete name for the prayers being offered. When submitting the names of 
your loved ones, please print their baptismal first name and their last name. More names may be 
written on the back. To avoid confusion, names will not be taken the day of Mother’s Day Prayers. 
         Please print clearly! 
 

Complete name of the person offering the prayers __________________________________ 

     Artoklasia for the Living Orthodox 
 

      Koliva for the Departed Orthodox 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Free will offerings in cash or checks made payable to Ladies Philoptochos Society will be greatly 
appreciated and will be used to fund Philoptochos charities. 

 

Please give or mail your names and free will offerings by May 8 to Chris Kopar (724-987-3170), 1100 
Croxall Avenue, Aliquippa, PA 15001. 

Thank you for your support! 
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   Ladies Philoptochos Society 
 

Father’s Day Prayers ~ June 16, 2024 

Orthodox Christian Fathers, Grandfathers, Godfathers, Uncles, Fathers-in-Law, etc. 
 

Please include your complete name for the prayers being offered. When submitting the names of 
your loved ones, please print their baptismal first name and their last name. More names may be 
written on the back. To avoid confusion, names will not be taken the day of Father’s Day Prayers. 
         Please print clearly! 
 

Complete name of the person offering the prayers __________________________________ 

  Artoklasia for the Living Orthodox 
 

 Koliva for the Departed Orthodox 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Free will offerings in cash or checks made payable to Ladies Philoptochos Society will be greatly 
appreciated and will be used to fund Philoptochos charities. 

 

Please give or mail your names and free will offerings to Ellen Kaffenes by Wednesday, June 12th (412-638-
8296), 415 Sebring Road, Beaver, PA 15009. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Kimisis Tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church 

Service & Outreach Committee 

Christ is Risen! + Χρηστός Ανέστη! 

Next month will mark one year our Kimisis Tis Theotokou partnered with St.Elijah to help 
those with food insecurity in the Aliquippa community. The committee feels honored to be 
able to help. 

Projects 

Our St. Elijah brothers and sisters and our Kimisis volunteers accomplished the following in 
the last 2 months: 

 On February 24, 85 seniors received a meal which  include  sandwich, soup, fruit
salad and dessert on February 24. Kimisis made/donated 40 sandwiches + 50
desserts.

 Prepared an Easter meal for 90 senior residents in Sheffield Towers and Eleanor
Roosevelt Towers on March 30.

 Toured the new Men's Shelter in Beaver on April 17  with Fr. Theodosios and  Fr.
Njegos, St. Elijah's new priest, along with Maria Yaramus and Poppy Roros.

 Packed weekend meals for 475 Aliquippa Elementary School students. This
worthwhile project continues to the end of May.

Thankful 

 A big thank you to George McGrady, owner of the Green Garden Giant Eagle, for
donating a $200 Giant Eagle gift card to purchase ingredients for the March 30th
Easter dinner.

 Thank you to the Anonymous Donor for the $200 Kuhn's gift card.
 Many thanks to Fr. Theodosios for his unwavering support and to our tireless

volunteers:  Chris and Betty Gabor, Kay and Gary Rygielsky, Irene Kaffenes and Roda
Kakias Williams.

Donations 

Green Garden Giant Eagle:   $200 gift card 

Anonymous Donor:         $200 Kuhn's gift cards  

If you are interested in helping prepare/serve the Saturday Soup and Sandwich meal, pack 
weekend meals or in making a donation, please see Fr. Theodosios or Kalliope Roros. 
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The Cornerstone of Beaver County is proud to announce the opening of our  24 - 

Hour   Emergency  Men’s  Shelter   on   Monday June 12, 2023. This fully staffed   

shelter,   located at 697 State Ave. in Vanport,  has a 20 - bed capacity an d offers a  
multitude of services .   

How you can help :    In - Shelter volunteers are needed.  Volunteers can choose their days,  

hours, and length of stay based on your own personal schedule.  Occasionally, there are specific  

tasks volunteers will be needed for, along with   potentially being put on an   on - call list.   Evenings and  

weekends are  the bigges t  area of need at the moment.   Clearances are needed for in - shelter volunteering  

PA Criminal Background Check and PA Childline). They are free and  ( we   will help you get them set up.    

Dinner Time Meal D onations   are needed! Every day at 5PM we look to our gen erous community  

members to  make and  deliver dinner for 20 to our shelter. You can choose your day, whether it be one  

time or on a regular basis. Call for more details.   

We have an Amazon Wishlist (updated frequently):  

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/5F6JVS0L18TT/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_ 1   

 
   

   

 -  - 

   

  

Please contact Volunteer Coordinator,  Gloria Betters   for more information .           

Email:  gbetters@cornerstonebeaver.org       

Telephone: (724)846 -  Ext  202 6400     

  

  

Immediate Shelter Needs: Non-perishable food items, such as canned goods, boxed items, and 
snacks of all kinds. Also frozen foods, fresh fruits, drinks such as bottled water, juices, flavored 
waters, and soda are much appreciated. 
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SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS – 2024 

NO MEETINGS IN JANUARY OR FEBRUARY 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27-------------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7----------------------------REGULAR MEETING 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, MARCH 26-----------------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4 –POTLUCK LENTEN LUNCHEON MEETING 1:PM 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23--------------------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY, MAY 16--- MOTHER’S DAY & FATHER’S DAY LUNCH 1 PM 

NO REGULAR MEETING IN JUNE 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25---------------------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY, JULY 11-------------------------------REGULAR MEETING 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, JULY 30---------------------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1---------------------------REGULAR MEETING 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27---------------------------BOARD MEETING 1:00 PM 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5----------------------REGULAR MEETING 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24-----------------------BOARD MEETING 1:00 PM 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3-------------------------REGULAR MEETING 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29-------------------------BOARD MEETING 1:00 PM 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7 -THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON – 1:00 PM 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26-----------------------BOARD MEETING 12:30 PM 

NO REGULAR MEETING IN DECEMBER 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7  -CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON – 1:00 PM  

                                                            SHADOW LAKES 
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Our faithful seniors appreciate a visit, a phone call, a letter or card, our prayers, a gesture to show they are 

remembered and loved. 
 

1. Georgia Yamalis 
2327 Ritchie Street Aliquippa, PA 
724-375-7239 

2. Marie Poulis                        
Cambridge Pointe                           
160 Chapel Road Beaver, PA 
724-375-6409 

3. Kay Platoniotis 
183 Fairway Landings Drive 
Canonsburg, PA 15317 
724-417-8729 

4. Elaine Keriotis 
2116 Ritchie Aliquippa, PA     
724-375-3704 

5. Emilio Valsamidis 
1416 Imperial Drive 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
724-378-0733 
 

6. Helen Kairis 
2508 Minton Drive 
Moon Township, PA 
15108 724-457-1457 

 
7. Lena Settle 

319 17th Street 
Beaver Falls, PA 

15010 724-624-7922 

8. Katherine Palazzi 
2401 W. Irwin 
Street Aliquippa, 
PA 15001 
724-375-5039 

9. Lorraine Macroglou 
7 Nickum Drive 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
724-378-1744 

 
10. Mary Birris 

Tapestry Senior Living Center 
550 Cherrington Parkway 
Room 229, 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 
412-461-0655 

 
11. Paulette Capperis 

Sheffield Towers 
100 Superior Avenue 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
 

12. Koula Kakiou  
2021 McMinn Street  
Aliquippa, PA 15001  
724-378-1424

 
 

 

If you know any shut-ins who would like to be added to this list, please email Kimisis724@gmail.com to have them added. 
Updated 4/24/2024 

Our Faithful Seniors 

17 17

mailto:Kimisis724@gmail.com


 

 DONATIONS MARCH 17, 2024 TO APRIL 14, 2024   

 

$     450.00 Donation in Memory of Harry Phillips 
   Kathy Neophytou   Gus & Cali Chirgott 
   Panagiota Pappan   Fifi Capperis 
   Spiro & Mary Pappan   Mr. & Mrs. Tom Angelo 
   Lynne, Tula, Margie Kakiou  Aleka Cositanis 
 
$     200.00 Donation in Memory of Christina Lambors 
   From Her Family 
 
$     150.00 Greek School Donation  
   Barlamas Design & Construction 
    
$    770.00  Donation Towards Altar Wish List 
   Artemis Chirgott 
 
$    310.00 Donation Towards Altar Wish List 
   Dr. Lou & Angela D’Amico 
 
$        85.00 Donation in Memory of Voula Facaris’ Brother 
   Kathy Neophytou 
   Aleka Costianis 
   Jean Ataliotis 
 
$      120.00 Prosforon Donations 
   Aleka Costianis 
   John & Angelique Avdellas 
   Irene Kaffenes 
   Bakopoulos/Nicklas Family 
   Sophie Prigorac 
 
$      100.00 Donation in Memory of Petroula Vlahos’ Family 
 
$        50.00 Donation in Memory Of George Plantoniotis 
   Kay Platoniotis, Karyn Kail, Marian Bunney 
 
$       100.00 Donation in Memory of My Mother Marthas Fetanis & My Niece Marthas Vlahos 
   Aleka Costianis 
 
$         30.00 Donation in Memory of Sam Capperis 
   Irene Kaffenes 
 
$         10.00 Donation in Memory of John Chickness 
   Kathy Neophytou 
 
 
 

A Big “Thank You” to the Stewards of our Kimisis Theotokou for remembering Your 
Church and sending in your 2024 Fair Share.   We ask that you please continue 
supporting your Church through Your 2024 Stewardship, Purchasing Candles, 

Donations.  
 

JUST A REMINDER – HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR 2024 PLEDGE CARD???? 
Any questions, contact Lynne Kakiou. 
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“Thank You” to the following Bulletin Booster Supporters of Our 
Monthly Community Newsletter for 2024 

 
 

Athena Bilotto 
Antoni Chirgott 

Artemis Chirgott 
Gus & Cali Chirgott 
Nick & Kay Chirgott 

Paul & Sharin Chirgott 
Polixeni Chirgott 
Stelio Chirgott 

Yiasmene Chirgott 
Aleka Costianis 

Allan, Connie, Christina & Kayla Czambel 
Jack & Mary Dewhirst 

Constantina Hahn 
Demetri & Sarah Hahn & Family 

Greg & Stephanie Horner 
I.C.E. Packaging Company LLC 

I.C.E. Service Group, Inc. 
Tanner & Arete Jackson 

Harry, Andrea & Irini Kaffenes 
Evan, Ellen, Eleni, Ekaterina & Anastasia Kaffenes 

Irene Kaffenes 
John, Vicki & Xrisafina Kaffenes 

Lynne, Tula & Margie Kakiou 
Bill & Kelli Katsadas & Family 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PATRONIZE OUR MONTHLY BULLETIN 

SPONSORS 
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“Thank You” to the following Bulletin Booster Supporters of Our 
Monthly Community Newsletter for 2024 

 
 

Kosta & Lia Kemeridis 
Tony & Mary Keriotis 
Nancy Koutoulakis 

Steve, Francee & Maria Lipecky 
Chris & Kathy Lutz 

Mike & Christine Kopar 
Peter & Alexxis Kopar 

Kathy Neophytou 
George Pantelakis 
Andrea Passodelis 

Melissa, Adam, Mateja & Miladija Pavlovich 
John & Pam Phillips 

Nico & Vasiliki Phillips 
Gary & Kay Rygielski 

Reed, Sherri, Jonathan & Rena Shaffer 
Melissa Siget & Children Adam, Mateja & Miladija 

Michael, Meredith, Madelyn & Mason Siget 
Mike & Sophia Siget 

Rena Simantiras 
Sisters of The Nativity of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox 

Monastery 
John & Linda Tsagdis 
Gary & Renie Wadding 
Bobby & Roda Williams 

Georgia Yamalis 
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ST.

PHOTIOS

AWARDS

BANQUET

ST.

PHOTIOS

AWARDS

BANQUET

NET  PROCEEDS  TO  BENEFIT

THE  METROPOL ITAN ’S  BENEVOLENCE  FUND

NET  PROCEEDS  TO  BENEFIT

THE  METROPOL ITAN ’S  BENEVOLENCE  FUND

His Eminence 
Metropolitan Savas

cordially invites you to
celebrate the dedicated

volunteers of our Holy and
God-protected 

Metropolis of Pittsburgh 

910 Sheraton Drive, Mars, PA 16046
Online reservation:

tinyurl.com/stphotiosawardsreg
$95/adult, $25/child (under 12)

Reservation & Sponsorship 
Deadline: April 28

No Refunds available after May 4
or mail reservations to: 

St. Photios Awards Banquet
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
5201 Ellsworth Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 

Please make checks payable to: 
‘Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh’
Banquet Co-Chairpersons:
Archdeacon Ryan:
412 621 5529 
rgzikowski@pittsburgh.goarch.org
Marianne Stearns: 
412 600 2159
mstearns@nauticom.net
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St. Demetrios
Community Center
3223 Atlantic St. NE  

Warren, OH

 Saturday 
 August 17th 

 

11am - 9pm

Free Admission 
& Parking

Metropolitan
Savas 

invites YOU 
to the 

First Annual

Fun  for All 
the Family!

2 Music Stages

Karaoke

Art & Craft
Exhibits

Food & 
Beverages

Are You a 
Musician,

Band
or Artist?

Want to 
Perform or

Display Art?

Contact 
Fr. Joe

DiStefano

frjdistefano@
yahoo.com All Proceeds go to the 

GOMoP Youth & Young 
Adult  Ministries

     The Meraklides                       Metri & the Metro
Clergy Supergroup         Individual Artists & Groups22 22



Don’t cook tonight...go Greek! Please pass copies on to your friends! Greek food is always enjoyed best with good company!

THE 2024 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS GUIDE

It’s a great tradition, and it’s here again: 35 days of Greek Festivals in the Pittsburgh region, 
so plan well and you can eat Greek all summer! Post this schedule on your refrigerator and 
share copies with  others. We look forward to seeing you!

‘ St. Nicholas (Pittsburgh/Oakland) ...............................May 12-18

‘ All Saints (Canonsburg) .................................................. June 3-7

‘ Holy Cross (Pittsburgh/Mt. Lebanon) ......................... June 11-14

‘ Kimisis Tis Theotokou (Aliquippa) .............................. June 13-15

‘ Holy Dormition (Oakmont) ........................................ June 28-30

‘ St. Spyridon (Monessen) ...................................................July 12

‘ Holy Trinity (Ambridge) ...............................................July 16-20

‘ Presentation of Christ/Ypapanti (East Pgh.) ..................July 18-20

‘ Holy Trinity (Pittsburgh/North Hills) ........ August 29-September 1

LOCATION DATES

SEE BELOW FOR FESTIVAL HOURS & HOST PARISH WEB SITES. CHECK FOR UPDATES.

Parish Dates Address Phone Website Hours
Saint Nicholas May 12-18 419 S. Dithridge Street

Pittsburgh (Oakland)
412-682-3866 www.StNicksPgh.org Sun: 12p-8p; Mon-Fri: 

11a-9p;  Sat: 1p-9p

All Saints June 3-7 601 West McMurray Road
Canonsburg 

724-745-5205 www.AllSaintsCbg.org Mon-Fri: 11a-9p

Holy Cross June 11-14 123 Gilkeson Road
Pittsburgh (Mt. Lebanon)

412-833-3355 www.HolyCrossPgh.org Tue-Thu: 11a-8p
Fri: 11a-9p

Kimisis Tis Theotokou June 13-15 2111 Davidson Street
Aliquippa

724-375-5341 www.Theotokou.org Thu-Sat: 11a-8p

Holy Dormition June 28-30 12 Washington Avenue
Oakmont

412-828-4144 www.DormitionPgh.org Fri-Sun: 12p-11p
Dinner until 9pm

Saint Spyridon July 12 1207 Grand Boulevard
Monessen

724-684-5411 stspyridon.pa.goarch.org Fri: 11a-9p

Holy Trinity (Ambridge) July 16-20 2930 Beaver Road
Ambridge

724-266-5336 www.htgoc.org Tue-Sat: 11a-10p

Ypapanti
(Presentation of Christ)

July 18-20 1672 Electric Avenue
East Pittsburgh

412-824-9188 www.ypapanti.net Thu-Sat: 11a-9p

 Holy Trinity (Pittsburgh) August 29-
September 1

985 Providence Boulevard
Pittsburgh (across from Passavant Hospital)

412-366-8700 www.HolyTrinityPgh.org Thu-Sun: 11a-9p

Thank you for enjoying our great Greek food and visiting our churches. Want to also help these communities feed, minister to and provide health care for the hun-
gry and needy of the Hill District and the Pittsburgh area? Support the Neighbor Resilience Project by visiting neighborhoodresilience.org, a philanthropic ministry 

united in faith and joined by a desire to provide action-oriented and sustainable solutions for poverty-and-trauma-affected communities in the Pittsburgh area.

This free guide is provided as a public service of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church (Pittsburgh). Online at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pittsburgh-greek-festivals-guide.

THE 2024 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS: ALL THE DETAILS
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Saints Raphael, Nicholas, & Irene 
Chapel Feast Day 
Dormition of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church – Oakmont, PA 

 

Monday May 6th 

6:00 p.m. 
Paschal Vespers 

Artoklasia 
Procession of Relics 

Paschal Orthros 
 

Tuesday May 7th 

10:00 a.m. 
Paschal Divine Liturgy 
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Bright Wednesday

W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  8 t h

P a s c h a l  V e s p e r s :  5  p m
B B Q  &  G a m e s :  5 : 3 0 - 8 : 3 0  p m

S t .  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h
6 0 1  B o o n e  A v e n u e ,  C a n o n s b u r g ,  P A  1 5 3 1 7

BBQ BASH
St. John's Orthodox Church invites you to
rejoice with us in the Lord's Resurrection! 

(with all manner of meat and cheese)

Bring something to share if you can! 
Fr. John will grill any meats you want to offer!
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GENERAL ADMISSION- $55
GOURMET BUFFET DINNER

25 CHANCES FOR PURSE AND CASH RAFFLE

CASH BAR AND BAKE SALE ITEMS ALAVABLE FOR PURCHASE

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
WWW.GIVEBUTTER.ORG/

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A Y  1 8 ,  2 0 2 4

5 : 3 0  -  G E N E R A L  A D M I S S I O N
6 : 4 5  R A F F L E S  B E G I N

S E V E N  O A K S  C O U N T R Y  C L U B
1 3 2  L I S B O N  R O A D

B E A V E R ,  P A .  1 5 0 0 9

C A S H  B A R  &  B A K E  S A L E  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E

T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  A T  
G I V E B U T T E R . C O M / 2 0 2 4 G A L A F O R G O O D

H e a l i n g  H u n g e r
B e a v e r  C o u n t y

All  Proceeds Benefit  Heal ing Hunger Beaver County.  
 A 501(c)3 non-prof i t  that al leviates hunger through bui lding

relat ionships in Al iquippa and surrounding communit ies

INCLUDES:
EARLY ADMISSION TO EVENT AT 5PM

SPECIAL $100 CASH VIP
ONLYDRAWLING

FIRST CHOICE OF SEATING
GOURMET DINNER BUFFET

25 CHANCES FOR PURSE AND CASH
RAFFLE

ONLY 100 VIP TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

VIP Ticket $65 General
Admission Ticket

$55
INCLUDES:

GOURMET DINNER BUFFET
25 CHANCES FOR PURSE AND CASH

RAFFLE

Over  $10,000
Over  $10,000

  Cash  & Pr ize s
Cash  & Pr ize s

L i v e  Mus i c  f r om
Li v e  Mus i c  f r om   Ben  Bro s c h e  &
Ben Bro s c h e  &Fr i end sFr i end s
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Company name on welcome sign and all signage
Sponsorship recognition during dinner
Permission to showcase company brochure or information at event
Special mentions on our social media pages

Company name on welcome sign and all signage
Sponsorship recognition during dinner
Permission to showcase company brochure or information at event
Special mentions on our social media pages

Donate a new, designer handbag and receive a sponsorship equal to
the retail value of the bag (must submit receipt in order to receive
sponsorship)

VISIT WWW.HEALINGHUNGERBC. ORG FOR ALL EVENT INFO

Also accepting donations for our basket raffle

SPONSORSHIP MENU

PLATINUM  
SPONSOR

$1,000

GOLD  
SPONSOR

$500

SILVER
SPONSOR

$250

BRONZE
SPONSOR

$100

Four (4) VIP tickets to event ($260 value)
Reserved seating
Company Logo on welcome banner and all signage
Sponsorship recognition during dinner
Permission to showcase company brochure or information at event
Opportunity to provide a 2-minuet commercial during event
Special mentions on our social media pages

Two (2) VIP tickets to event ($130 value)
Company logo on welcome sign and all signage
Sponsorship recognition during dinner
Permission to showcase company brochure or information at event
Special mentions on our social media pages

C ONFI RM  YOUR SPONSORSHIP TODAY!

PURSE
SPONSOR
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__________________________________________________________
NAME                                                                  TITLE

______________________________________________________
NAME OF COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

_______________________________________________________
ADDRESS. CITY, STATE, ZIP

_____________________________________________________
PHONE                                                      EMAIL

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2024
DOORS OPEN AT 5:30

SEVEN OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
132 Lisbon Road, Beaver, Pa. 15009

Platinum $1000______ Silver $250_____
Gold $500______ Bronze $100____

Purse Sponsor____

Checks can be made to Healing Hunger Beaver County and mailed to House
of Prayer Lutheran Church 2100 Irwin Street Aliquippa, Pa. 15001

Credit card payments can be made at 
Givebutter.org/HHBC and select Purse Bash Sponsor

If your sponsorship level includes your company logo, please email JPEG
logo to stephanie@healinghungerbc.org 

by May 1, 2024 to be included in the signage.
Please call or text Stephanie Murdoch at 724-312-3825 with any questions.

Thank you for your generosity
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THE NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT and 
TROY AND THEODORA POLAMALU PROUDLY PRESENT

TUESDAY,
MAY 21, 2024 

ACRISURE 
STADIUM

| 
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ABOUT THE RESILIENCE BOWL

THE NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT 

The Resilience Bowl, hosted by Troy and Theodora Polamalu, is an exciting new
football-inspired event designed to raise money and awareness for the Neighborhood
Resilience Project’s work with Pittsburgh area trauma-affected communities.

The mission of the Neighborhood Resilience Project is to support the transformation of
neighborhoods from Trauma Affected Communities to Resilient Healing and Healthy
Communities through Trauma Informed Community Development. The staff provide extensive
support to communities affected by trauma including emergency relief, food distribution,
health services, and trauma response, benefiting thousands of individuals.

TICKET INFORMATION

GENERAL ADMISSION 

BLACK AND GOLD TICKET

Admission to the Great FedEx Hall 
and Fun Zone 

Seating at Acrisure Stadium to
view Celebrity Flag Football Game 

$300

AGES 0-22 $10 | AGES 23-64 $20 | AGES 65+ $10

SPONSORSHIP DECK

PURCHASE TICKETS

GET INVOLVED 

CONTACT FOR ANY QUESTIONS:
trb@neighborhoodresilience.org

Admission to the pre-game reception at the PNC

Champion’s Club 

Limited celebrity access 

Premium seating to view the Celebrity Flag Football

Game 

Access to the Silent Auction 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Order of AHEPA,founded in 1922, and the Daughters of Penelope.founded in 1929, share a common 
mission to promote Hellenism, Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, Family and Individual 
Excellence. 

Throughout the span of its history, these organizations have served as a vital vehicle for the progressive 
development and emergence of many American citizens of Greek heritage into every facet of society: 
government, business, education, and the arts. This fulfillment illustrates the promise of the American Dream 
and symbolizes the hard work ethic of our immigrant forbearers who labored to achieve that dream with the 
principles of Hellenism rooted deep in their hearts. They also provide scholarships and educate their members 
through seminars and conferences. 

Over their many years of existence, Philanthropy and Volunteerism have been pillars for both AHEPA and the 
Daughters of Penelope. From natural disaster relief, to raising funds to eliminate life threatening diseases, to 
making significant contributions to our local municipalities, they are there to help. 

It is also their civic responsibility to provide affordable housing to senior citizens. The AHEP A Housing 
Corporation has been awarded over $400 million from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
The total number of senior housing complexes stands at 91, with 4, 7 5 3 units complete, and more in 
development. 

We are asking/or your support through sponsorship of our Golf Outing at Beaver Valley Golf Club on 
October 26, 2024. With your generosity, these organizations can continue their mission and provide help and 
support to those in need. 

Sponsorship levels: 
Bronze - Tee Sign - $250 

Silver - Tee Sign/Hole Sponsor - $500 
Gold-Tee Sign/Foursome - $750 

Platinum - Tee Sign/Hole Sponsor/Foursome/Sponsorship - $1000 

Contact person and phone number: -------------------------

Please make check payable to: AHEPA Chapter 400 
Mail checks to: Will Bechtold - 145 Dover Dr. - Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Please contact John Katras with any questions 724-888-6715 

JohnKatras Alex Yakoumas 
Event Chairperson Event Co-Chairperson 
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Hello Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

We are redesigning our Ad Pages! 

 

Please send an updated PDF or JPG file to Fr. Theodosios 
at Theodosiospalis@gmail.com so that we can update all 

the ads and create new pages! 

 

If you’re interested in being a Bulle�n Sponsor here’s the 
breakdown for the year: 

Business Card - $95.00 
Half Page - $200.00 
Full Page - $350.00 

 

Thank you for your support!  
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CHRISTMAS & EASTER FUNDRAISING 
CANDY BAR FUNDRAISERS 

CORPORATE GIFTS 
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Investments & Wealth Institute™ (The Institute) is the owner of the certification marks “CIMA” and “Certified Investment Management Analyst.” Use of CIMA and/or Certified Investment Management Analyst signifies that the 
user has successfully completed The Institute’s initial and ongoing credentialing requirements for investment management professionals. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, 

Certified Financial Planner™, CFP® (with plaque design) and CFP® (with flame design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. 
*Raymond James and its advisors do not offer legal advice. You should discuss any legal matters with the appropriate professional.

Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 23-BR3JG-0115 TA 6/23

Financial AdvisorsStrategies to Grow Your Savings, Generate 
Income, and Preserve Your Retirement Assets

REPLACING 
YOUR PAYCHECK

GENNARO A. MARSICO, JD, CFP®, CIMA®, CRPC®

with SAMUEL W. SPANOS, CRPC®, ARPC®

SAM W. SPANOS, ARPC, CRPCTM 
Senior Vice President, Investments

Managing Director 

TODD C. TODORICH, CRPCTM 
Senior Vice President, Investments

ROBERT M. LEWIS, CRPCTM  
Senior Vice President, Investments

GENNARO A. MARSICO, J.D.,*

CFP®, CIMA®, CRPCTM 
Senior Vice President, Investments

MARK O’LEARY, CFP®, AIF®  
Senior Vice President, Investments

KATHLEEN M. MANICKAS, CRPCTM 
Financial Advisor 

VICKIE BOBCHAK, CRPCTM 
Senior Registered Client Service Associate

TRACY STARKWEATHER,  
CRPCTM, AAMSTM 

Practice Business Coordinator

STEPHEN A. KIMMEL   
Senior Registered Client Service Associate

RUSSELL WERME   
Senior Registered Client Service Associate 

1069 Third Street  //  Beaver, PA 15009
724.371.2001  //  spanosgroup@raymondjames.com
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DANIEL D. MAXIN 
Certified Public Accountant 

(724) 683—0756 

 

 

Corporate - Partnership - LLC - Small Business - Farm - Individual 
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Email: downrightde@gmail.com 
Call or Text:  724-601-4557 

 

  

 

 

Per dozen 

 

Applesauce Bars  $13 

Buckeyes   $15 

Chocolate Chip  $13 

Choc Chip w/PB Pretzel $15 

Ginger Snaps  $13 

Lady Locks   $20 

Molasses   $13 

Oatmeal   $13 

Oatmeal Raisin  $14 

Peanut Butter  $13 

Peanut Butter Blossoms $15 

Pecan Tassies  $20 

Pixies/Crinkle   $13 

Russian Torte   $20 

Scotcheroos   $15 

Sugar    $13 

Texas Sheet Cake (w nuts)$13 ($15) 

Suggest a cookie or dessert and we’ll 

make it. 

 

Per ½ dozen 

 

Peanut Butter Cup  $15 

Strawberry/Pistachio $15 

Strawberry Cheesecake $15 

Chocolate Lovers  $15 

Vanilla Lovers  $15 

Birthday Cake  $15 

Choc Covered Strawberry$15 

We will customize any combination. 

Peanut Brittle  $5 (1/2 lb) 

Cake Pops   $12(1/2dz) 

Cheesecake   $30 

PB Cheesecake  $40 

9” Round Cake  $30 

1/4 Sheet Cake  $25 

Cookie Cake   $24 

Banana Bread  $13/loaf 
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Please support our  

Kimisis Bulletin Sponsors! 
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	14 New Year's Resolutions Damick.pdf
	14 New Year’s Resolutions for Orthodox Christians
	1. get serious about coming to church (more).
	2. come to church on time.
	3. tithe.
	4. pray at home.
	5. sing along at church. and stand more.
	6. memorize a psalm.
	7. encourage your priest.
	8. invite someone to church.
	9. visit a monastery.
	10. read the old testament.
	11. attend an adult education class.
	12. volunteer.
	13. go to confession.
	14. read a spiritual book.


	2024shutinlist.pdf
	1. Georgia Yamalis
	3. Kay Platoniotis
	4. Elaine Keriotis
	5. Emilio Valsamidis
	6.  Helen Kairis
	7. Lena Settle
	9. Lorraine Macroglou
	10. Mary Birris
	11. Paulette Capperis

	Palm Sunday Dinner 04-28-2024.pdf
	����������        PALM SUNDAY �		    FRIED FISH DINNER		��SUNDAY �APRIL 28, 2024���FOLLOWING �DIVINE LITURGY��IN ORDER TO PROPERLY PREPARE��FOR THIS DINNER WE ARE ASKING THAT ��YOU MAKE RESERVATIONS BY ��CONTACTING LYNNE KAKIOU  BY:���TUESDAY – APRIL 23, 2024��COST  $15.00��THANK YOU ������������
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