


This mini-zine is dedicated
to the fandom of both film 

and history that brought forth
the admiration of the subject;

King Baldwin IV, a mortal-man
who did everything in his power to

stay the collapse of the Latin Kingdom.

With reverance and awe was this project
brought in additional celebration

of “The Masked One’s Kingdom”
first year anniversary.



Baldwin's  paternal  uncle ,

Baldwin III ,  joked that he

would give the kingdom to his

nephew as a christening

present ;  l i t t le  did he know that

his death would come soon

after,  in 1163, making his

brother,  Amalric ,  king ,  and

elevating Baldwin IV to prince

and heir  -  but only on one

condit ion:  the annulment of

Amalric 's  mar riage with Agnes

de Cour tenay.  Amalric

ult imately remar ried to Maria

Komnene when Baldwin was s ix

years old.
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The day had been deafening; the bells of Jerusalem rung themselves
hoarse, as did the roaring sea that Jaffa crowned, Uncle insisted upon it,
the man you shared a name with; he had brought himself and his wife to
visit, foregoing their duties of the crown for duties of the family.

I had been left in the care of my nurses, but even then I knew something
exciting was happening; eventually, I had been carried into the arms of
Father, he had brought me to Mother’s bedside where you were held by
her.

You were the tiniest thing. The entire room fawned over you, calling you
‘Cherubic’; but that held you away from us, you were plainly beautiful if it
meant you stayed closer to us than Heaven above. As any little girl would
be, displeasure at having a brother was immediate and obvious; so clearly
had I scrunched my nose up, asking Mother why you weren’t a girl,
laughter emanating from all over such a silly question. It was silly then but
sometimes... I wonder if you would’ve been spared a kinder life if you were
of the fairer-sex. Surely, God would not have inflicted Leprosy upon you if
you were never meant to be king; you’d needn’t be straining your very
livelihood for the selfish court, to hell with these selfish men, they could
never be as saintly as you. My dear baby brother.





 



After the untimely death of his

father,  the crown of the Latin

Kingdom final ly passed to Baldwin

IV on the 15th of July,  1174. He

would rule with Count Raymond III

of Tripoli  as his  regent unti l  he

reached adulthood in 1176.
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"The young king would engage in

batt les despite his  af f l ict ion,  yet

al l  would not be so glorious as the

g reat victory at  Montgisard on the

25th of November,  1177. In June

of 1179, just  two years later,  his

forces would be crushed at the

Batt le of Mar j  Ayyun, himself

barely escaping the confl ict . . .

car r ied upon the back of a loyal

knight ."
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