
Teaching Emotional Intelligence in Preschool: A 
Comprehensive Guide

Emotional intelligence (EI) is a crucial skill that helps children recognize, understand, and manage their 

emotions while empathizing with others. Teaching emotional intelligence in preschool lays the 

foundation for positive social interactions, resilience, and lifelong emotional well-being. Since young 

children are just beginning to understand their emotions, early education should focus on nurturing self-

awareness, self-regulation, social skills, and empathy.

This article explores why emotional intelligence is essential in preschool, key components of EI 
development, practical strategies, and best practices for educators and parents to integrate emotional 

learning into daily activities.

Why Emotional Intelligence Matters in Preschool

Preschool is a critical period for developing emotional and social skills. Teaching EI at an early age leads 

to:

💡 Better Emotional Regulation – Children learn to appropriately manage frustration, disappointment, 

and excitement.

🤝 Stronger Social Skills – EI enhances the ability to communicate, cooperate, and resolve peer conflicts.

📚 Improved Academic Readiness – Emotional intelligence supports attention, problem-solving, and self-

discipline, essential for learning.

💖 Increased Empathy & Kindness – Children who understand emotions can recognize and respond to the 

feelings of others, fostering inclusivity and cooperation.

Key Components of Emotional Intelligence in Preschool

Strategies for Teaching Emotional Intelligence in Preschool

1. Use Emotion Charts and Storytelling

1.  Self-Awareness – Recognizing and naming one's emotions.
2.  Self-Regulation – Managing impulses and expressing emotions appropriately.
3.  Social Awareness – Understanding the feelings and perspectives of others.
4.  Relationship Skills – Engaging in positive social interactions and resolving conflicts.
5.  Responsible Decision-Making – Making thoughtful and empathetic choices.



🖼 Emotion Charts: Display visuals that depict emotions (e.g., happy, sad, angry, surprised) to help 

children recognize and label their feelings. 📖 Storytelling: Read books that explore emotions and discuss 

characters' feelings, actions, and solutions.

2. Teach Emotional Vocabulary

🗣 Use simple, straightforward language to describe emotions (e.g., "You look frustrated. Do you need 

help?"). 🎭 Role-play different emotional scenarios to practice recognizing and expressing feelings.

3. Introduce Mindfulness and Calming Techniques

🧘 Teach deep breathing exercises, such as "smell the flower, blow out the candle." 🌊 Use sensory 

activities (e.g., stress balls, calming jars) to help children self-regulate.

4. Encourage Cooperative Play and Group Activities

🤝 Set up teamwork-based games where children must collaborate to achieve a goal. 🎨 Engage in creative 

projects that require sharing and turn-taking.

5. Model Emotional Intelligence as an Educator or Parent

👩‍🏫 Express emotions openly and demonstrate healthy coping strategies. 👂 Practice active listening by 

validating children’s feelings and helping them navigate emotions.

Best Practices for Educators and Parents

📌 Create a Safe and Supportive Environment – Establish classroom routines that provide stability and 

security. 📌 Encourage Open Conversations – Allow children to express their feelings without fear of 

judgment. 📌 Use Positive Reinforcement – Praise children for demonstrating emotional intelligence 

skills, such as showing kindness or using words instead of aggression. 📌 Incorporate SEL into Daily 
Routines – Use morning check-ins, emotion-of-the-day discussions, and reflection time to build 

emotional awareness.

Conclusion

Teaching emotional intelligence in preschool helps children build self-awareness, empathy, and 
resilience, setting the stage for positive social and academic outcomes. By integrating emotion-based 

learning into daily activities, educators and parents can equip young learners with the tools they need to 

thrive emotionally and socially.

📥 Download Our Free Preschool Emotional Intelligence Guide – A step-by-step resource for fostering EI 

in early childhood education.

🔗 Join Our SEL Community – Connect with other educators and parents to share strategies and insights!



Would you like additional resources or lesson plans for implementing emotional intelligence in 

preschool? Let me know how I can help! 🚀

Find out more at www.seltrove.com

http://www.seltrove.com/

