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Chambers of Commerce have been building community and assisting economic 
vitality for over 425 years. Chambers are more important than ever in providing 
additional market access opportunities, advocating for or against legislation that 
may be harmful to the business environment. The Shoreline Chamber plays an 
important community role in the three towns of Branford, Guilford, and North 
Branford – supporting business activities and town events. With 600 members, 
we represent the breadth and depth of business in our communities. 

SHORELINE CONNECTIONS

Staff: Maribel Lota, Dee Jacob, Mary Grande (not pictured Meggin Jacob).

www.shorelinechamberct.com



2024 Annual Excellence Awards



Our Annual Excellence Awards and Breakfast took place last 
Thursday and it was a success! We recognized outgoing Board 
Chair Jin Fennell and presented outgoing Vice Chair, Jim 
Rochford, with the Inaugural Circle of Leadership Award (1). 
Congratulations to our Honorees Centrality Physical Therapy & 
Wellness (2) , East River Energy (3), Spark Cycleworks(4), the 
Legacy Theatre CT (5) and Guilford’s Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio (6); The Guilford Foundation (7), the Parthenon Diner 
Restaurant (8); the North Branford Potato and Corn Festival (9)

We would also like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Cindi 
Bigelow, CEO of @BigelowTea (10), for her remarkable keynote 
address and generously sharing invaluable tips and wisdom on 
navigating the dynamics of a multi-generational business.

A special thank you to our fabulous sponsors: GSB, Autac Inc , 
East River Energy, Floor Craze , Penn Globe, Page Hardware & 
Appliance Co., Zip06 and Van Wilgen's Garden Center!

Finally, thank you @TheWoodwinds for providing such a 
beautiful spot to host our event and for the delicious breakfast 
spread.

https://www.facebook.com/centralitywellness?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/centralitywellness?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/EastRiverEnergy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/sparkcycleworks?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/LegacyTheatreCT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Arthur-Murray-Dance-Studio-142439785965575/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Arthur-Murray-Dance-Studio-142439785965575/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Guilford-Foundation-108630447377175/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/parthenon.diner?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/parthenon.diner?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/NorthBranfordPoCoFest?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/guilfordsavings?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/autacusa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/EastRiverEnergy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/FloorCraze?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067398574527&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/pagehardware?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/pagehardware?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/zip06?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/VanWilgens?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-HbbkDci54vSPY6RBwbaTV3ej-12mbPV9K-FoYpQL1TQdsvMUimA1kyEwiG4M9lo3Y2nLVKfwsKRVqEA_zYS01gHZ51YMsuVvIT2R13nlbkFlaUmUZnQWeXgbRguNZPC2LkyPdDtkxDdJ85V2YqxgQIzunsViqriXoWWb3Wm5HzypO-GyCpkeZnWG6itSYBA&__tn__=-%5dK-R






Dis you know that Tequila is the oldest distilled spirit in North 
America?







The Shoreline Chamber is proud to host the 2024 Nonprofit Conference, Tuesday, 
March 26th, from 9:30am to 1:30pm at The Woodwinds. Join fellow nonprofits for 

education and networking.

We are pleased to announce our keynote speaker is Judith Meyers, Principal, Meyers 
Philanthropy Advisors. A licensed clinical psychologist, she brings a deep 

understanding what  causes donors to search for how to put into action the values 
they hold most dear. She will speak on “Generational Giving Differences: 

Understanding and Capitalizing on these Differences ”

There will be two sessions with three breakouts, repeating each session.

Breakouts include:
● How to convert your social media followers into donors

● How to establish your value for securing sponsorships and competitive grants
● Recruiting and maintaining the right board for your mission

Breakout speakers include Lisa Evans of Imission, John Brooks, former CDO of 
Columbus House and now consultant for Sharon Danosky & Associates, Jackie 

Downing of the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, Maryann Ott who is 
the Executive Director of the NewAlliance Foundation and Denise Daviau, CEO of 

SARAH INC.

A BIG thank you to our sponsors GSB, East River Energy, Penn Globe, Page 
Hardware, Palumbo's Automotive, and SARAH Inc.

 

Tickets
$75 for Conference, Lunch and Keynote.

$40 for Lunch and Keynote

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/2024-nonprofit-conference-
9508











COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
Chamber events are highlighted in Green

MAR 2, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

MAR 4, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions

1:00PM - 2:30PM
Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 4, 
MONDAY

Life After Loss Bereavement 
Group 10:00AM - 11:30AM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 5, 
TUESDAY Restart Divorce Support Group 6:00PM - 7:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 5, 
TUESDAY

Business Strategy Educational 
Series: Understanding your 
Business Value, the EPI 5-stages

6:00PM - 8:00PM Guilford Free 
Library details

MAR 8, 
FRIDAY

Crystal Shadow Box Making 
Workshop 6:00PM - 8:00PM

Grey Goat 
Farmtique, 
Branford

details

MAR 9, 
SATURDAY

History and Biology of Falkner 
Island

10:00AM - 12:00PM Meigs Point 
Nature Center

details

MAR 9, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

MAR 10, 
SUNDAY

Legacy Theatre Presents 
Broadway's Alice Ripley with 
John McDaniel at the Piano!

2:00PM - 3:15PM Legacy Theatre, 
Branford

details

MAR 11, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions

1:00PM - 2:30PM
Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 11, 
MONDAY

Life After Loss Bereavement 
Group 10:00AM - 11:30AM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 12, 
TUESDAY Restart Divorce Support Group 6:00PM - 7:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 12, 
TUESDAY

Business Strategy Educational 
Series: The Four Intangible 
Capitals that hold 80% of a 
business value

6:00PM - 8:00PM Guilford Free 
Library details

MAR 16, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

MAR 18, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions 1:00PM - 2:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 18, 
MONDAY

Life After Loss Bereavement 
Group

10:00AM - 11:30AM
Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-02-2024-9435
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-03-04-2024-9479
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/life-after-loss-bereavement-group-03-04-2024-9487
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/restart-divorce-support-group-03-05-2024-9497
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/business-strategy-educational-series-understanding-your-business-value-the-epi-5-stages-9505
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/crystal-shadow-box-making-workshop-9445
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/history-and-biology-of-falkner-island-9529
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-09-2024-9436
https://www.legacytheatrect.org/
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-03-11-2024-9480
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/life-after-loss-bereavement-group-03-11-2024-9488
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/restart-divorce-support-group-03-12-2024-9498
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/business-strategy-educational-series-the-four-intangible-capitals-that-hold-80-of-a-business-value-9506
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-16-2024-9437
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-03-18-2024-9481
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/life-after-loss-bereavement-group-03-18-2024-9489


COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
Chamber events are highlighted in Green

MAR 19, 
TUESDAY

Business Strategy Educational 
Series: Exit Strategy as a 
Business Strategy: A collection 
of case studies

9:00AM - 11:00AM Guilford Free 
Library details

MAR 19, 
TUESDAY Restart Divorce Support Group 6:00PM - 7:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 19, 
TUESDAY

Shoreline Chamber NET90 - 
Hosted by Holiday Inn Branford

5:30PM - 7:30PM Holiday Inn, 
Branford

details

MAR 20, 
WEDNESDAY Basket Weaving Class 5:30PM - 8:30PM

Grey Goat 
Farmtique, 
Branford

details

MAR 21, 
THURSDAY EmpowHer Gala 5:30PM - 9:00PM The Woodwinds, 

Branford
details

MAR 23, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

MAR 25, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions

1:00PM - 2:30PM
Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 25, 
MONDAY

Life After Loss Bereavement 
Group 10:00AM - 11:30AM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 26, 
TUESDAY 2024 Nonprofit Conference 9:30AM - 1:30PM The Woodwinds, 

Branford
details

MAR 26, 
TUESDAY Restart Divorce Support Group 6:00PM - 7:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

MAR 30, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

Click here for full list of events.

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/business-strategy-educational-series-exit-strategy-as-a-business-strategy-a-collection-of-case-studies-9510
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/restart-divorce-support-group-03-19-2024-9499
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/shoreline-chamber-net90-hosted-by-holiday-inn-branford-9521
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/basket-weaving-class-9446
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/empowher-gala-03-21-2024-9492
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-23-2024-9438
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-03-25-2024-9482
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/life-after-loss-bereavement-group-03-25-2024-9490
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/2024-nonprofit-conference-9508
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/restart-divorce-support-group-03-26-2024-9500
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-30-2024-9439
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/


Member Featured Event







Are you utilizing your Shoreline Chamber 
membership to reach more market?

Have you checked your online presence in the Chamber Directory? 
Over 160,000 individuals searched the online directory only by Category 
(the other 45,000 looked up members by name.) What did they see 
when they saw your category? Were they enticed to click further to find 
out more, visit your website or call you?
Are you in the right category? If you are a Gold Member, you may be in 
two different categories, all other members are in one category. Did you 
know if you don’t fit exactly into a category, we can tweak a category 
name or create a new category.
Rach out to the Shoreline Chamber Office if you need help beefing up 
your Online Directory presence.

MARKET ACCESS CHANNELS FOR MEMBERS



HIC.0658016







The Revolutionary War– by Mairi Bryan
While Connecticut initially had a good relationship with Britain and the Monarchy, it was 
one of the earliest colonies to support the movement for independence. Once hostilities 
began the colony was essential to the war effort during the Revolutionary War as its 
coastline was able to harbor privateers who captured almost five hundred British ships, 
and even more importantly, stores of food, supplies and ammunition. 

Connecticut provided more troops and volunteers to George Washington’s army than any 
other state except Massachusetts. Its reputation as a harasser of shipping along the 
coast earned it the recognition of George Washington, and consequently the attention of 
the British who launched several raids on coastal settlements between New Haven and 
New London. 

Guilford – Defending the Coast 

As the seventh oldest settlement in Connecticut, Guilford’s location halfway between New 
Haven and Old Saybrook was perfectly placed geographically to harass British ships. 
Additionally, up until 1826, Guilford included what is now Madison, known then as East 
Guilford, with the population providing local men to the enlisted militia. 

In 1777, Colonel Return Jonathan Meigs, a native of Middletown, launched an attack on 
Sag Harbor, Long Island, from Sachems Head in Guilford. The attack was in retaliation 
for a British attack on Danbury which had destroyed much of the Continental Army’s 
supplies and killed many patriots. The raiding party consisted of a dozen local 
whaleboats and 150 men, many from Guilford, and in just a couple of days, they were 
back in Guilford having destroyed a dozen British ships, and captured large stores of hay, 
grain, and rum. Almost one hundred prisoners of war were brought back to Connecticut 
and not one patriot had been killed. 

Guilford would, however, also be on the receiving end of Crown retaliation. In 1781, three 
British ships landed 150 men at Leete’s Island, and before they were detected managed 
to burn several houses. The local militia arrived and gallantly drove the invaders back to 
their boats, but not without the loss of a few of their force. 

Credit Guilford Tourism Site, Creator Traci Tomaselli



Branford – Early Supporters of Independence
While Connecticut’s Charter allowed the colony greater self-governance than 
others, it was still one of the earlier colonies to support independence. In Branford, 
many officials were in favor of a break with the Crown by 1773. The governing 
selectmen agreed early on that they should send relief to Boston residents after the 
British had closed the port and cut off supplies of food and other essentials in a 
response to the Boston Tea Party in December of 1773. The residents of Branford 
were behind their governing selectmen, and at a town meeting agreed unanimously 
that Connecticut should send a delegate to the newly formed Continental Congress 
in Philadelphia in September of 1774, where representatives of the American 
colonies met to discuss America’s future in the light of growing British aggression. 

P H O T O G R A P H  U N I V E R S A L  H I S T O R Y  A R C H I V E

On April 19th, 1775, after Paul Revere raised the alarm, the Battle of Lexington took 
place in Massachusetts, beginning with the famous “shot heard around the world” 
that heralded the start of the eight years of the Revolutionary War. Although the 
news took time to reach Connecticut, 37 Branford men, under the command of 
Captain Josiah Fowler volunteered and marched to Massachusetts to support the 
patriotic cause. This would total 120 men, including nine African Americans over 
the course of the war. 

In additional support, the town formed a committee to enforce a ban on British 
goods, and commandeered land and property from families loyal to the crown. 

This early and loyal support from the town of Branford continued throughout the 
course of the war, with ships continuously guarding the coast on Long Island Sound 
at Stony Creek, Indian Neck, and the Branford River from British raids. 



North Branford – Northford – William Douglas: A North Branford 
Patriot 
William Douglas was a successful merchant and military leader who settled in 
North Branford prior to the Revolutionary War. He conducted trade along the 
Eastern seaboard and with the West Indies, and acquired considerable wealth, 
which he ultimately sacrificed to serve his country. 

Born in Plainfield, Ct, in 1742, he entered military service as a teenager, seeing 
service in the French and Indian War. After the war he moved to New Haven and 
became the commander of a merchant ship that traded with the West Indies. He 
accumulated considerable wealth, and purchased 150 acres of farmland in 
Northford, working within the community, and had an interest in pursuing a political 
career in Connecticut. However, with the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, he 
once more answered the call to serve his country, and joined in the expedition that 
took Fort Ticonderoga from the British. He was given command of a flotilla on Lake 
Champlain, and famously captured stores of provisions from the British, later used 
in the defense of Boston. Towards the end of the war, Douglas served under 
George Washington in New York, as the colonel of a battalion defending the island 
of Manhattan. 

A Revolutionary hero, Douglas returned to his farm in Northford, but having used 
his personal fortune to help the colonial cause, he eventually ended his life in 
penury. William Douglas died in 1777, having given everything to the fight for 
independence. 

Colonel William Douglas, engraving by L.S. Punderson from The History of Connecticut by G.H. Hollister

https://archive.org/stream/historyofconnect01holl#page/132/mode/2up




Chamber Events

Net90
January 25th
HarborChase of Branford







Join us for an evening of elegance and glamour as you are transported back to the 1920s and relive 
the splendor of the jazz age while indulging in live entertainment at East Shoreline Catholic 
Academy’s  (ESCA) Gatsby-themed Gala Fundraiser at The Woodwinds on March 22, 6-10pm! 

For more details about the gala, ticket purchases and sponsorship opportunities, visit the ESCA Gala 
website or scan the QR code.

https://bit.ly/ESCAgala







Ribbon Cuttings

Please Visit Our Online Directory to Find More Trusted Members 
for All Your Needs

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/list/







Lille Shoppe

23 Water Street, Unit 5

Guilford, CT 06437

lilleshoppe.com

Metro Star 
Apartments

375 East Main Street

Branford, CT 06405

metrostarapartments.com

OES Wealth 
Partners

71 Bradley Rd, Suite 4A

Madison, CT06443

oeswealthpartners.com

WELCOME to Our New 
Shoreline Chamber Members
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