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POWERING THE FUTURE

Our commitment to sustainability is rooted in every solution we deliver. From environmentally responsible line
clearance and tree planting to chip drop programs and investing in workforce development, we integrate strategies
to ensure safe and efficient operations while helping communities thrive. One call connects you to Asplundh’s
full range of vegetation management, utility infrastructure, digital innovation and storm/emergency restoration

services. Our teams are dedicated to helping you achieve your goals with long-term, sustainable results.

ASPLUNDH.COM 1.800.248.TREE
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President's Wessage

David Lefcourt

Erecutive Directors Message

Leslie Berckes

Spring is always a powerful reminder
of why urban and community forestry
matters. As trees reawaken across
our cities and towns, so too does the
essential work of those who plan,
plant, protect, and advocate for the
urban forest. This season invites both
reflection and action—on where our pro-
fession has been and where it is headed.

Urban and community forestry continues to expand beyond
traditional tree care into resilience planning, climate
adaptation, equity-centered greening, and meaningful com-
munity engagement. These shifts are not departures from
our roots; they are expressions of them. Trees remain at the
center of our work, but the ways we serve communities
through them are broader and more impactful than ever.

With the Society’s restructuring three years ago, the Board set
ambitious goals. At our January 2026 retreat, we revisited the
UCFS Strategic Plan and agreed it was time to build on key oper-
ational priorities. UCFS is in a strong position, and we want to
ensure we are supporting our members today while prepar-

ing for the next generation of urban and community foresters.

One of our most important efforts this year is the UCFS
Accreditation Program. We know there are many outstand-
ing forestry programs across North America and beyond, and
this program is designed to recognize that excellence. If
your community or organization is eligible, | encourage

you to apply and share your accomplishments widely.

This year also marked a major milestone—our 20" Municipal
Forestry Institute. With more than 1,000 graduates, MFI remains
one of UCFS'’s flagship programs and a cornerstone of lead-
ership development in our profession. We are excited for the
next 20 years and the leaders it will continue to inspire.

To help grow that future, | also encourage you to con-
sider supporting the Urban Forest Foundation. Once our
scholarship is endowed through the Tree Fund, we will be
able to provide expanded resources for members and col-
leagues to attend MFI and other leadership opportunities.

As we move into the growing season, | encourage you to take a
moment to look up—at the canopy you help sustain—and forward,
toward the future we are shaping together. Thank you for your
dedication to urban and community forestry and for the many
ways you contribute to healthier, more resilient communities.

As | write this, it should be a cold
February day here in the Midwest
United States. Instead, we have
record-breaking temperatures
of 64°Fahrenheit (17°Celsius).
Average temperatures should be
30°Fahrenheit. We haven't had
snow since December. The cold,
snowy—and | think, beautifull —winters
that so many people grew up knowing seem
to be slipping away. Instead of reveling in the warm tempera-
tures, it makes me anxious to think about a changing climate.

| worry about what | can do to change our course. The
problem is so large, it feels nearly impossible to tackle. Then,
| think about something | read when faced with such over-
whelming odds that challenges us to focus on the things

we can do in the body we occupy and the position we hold.
This line of thinking immediately brings it to scale and forces
me to think about the many trees I've planted and nurtured
over the years (including the seven I've added to my very
small yard). In a nutshell, control what you can control.

From there, | think about you. How in the work you do each
day, you plant and nurture trees as well. | envision your
trees growing vigorously, along with the UCFS Member in
the next town over, the next state over, the next country
over, until each of us has done what we can, in the position
we hold, to create a green canopy to cover us all. With that,
we each are doing our part to tackle this large problem.

In this issue, you can read about the bold and hopeful

work your colleagues in Calgary, Alberta are doing, with
UCFS Member Jody Lewis at the helm. Located between
the Rocky Mountain Foothills and the Canadian Prairies,
Calgary has a unique ecosystem with both early cold snaps
and drought as major factors, making the need for very spe-
cific tree selection. Jody and her team are doing what they
can in the face of a changing climate and are managing an
extensive municipal nursery to grow the species they need.
It's a fascinating account, and we thank Jody and team.

As David mentions here, take a moment to look up

at what you’ve done. Then, pick up that shovel and
keep going. We need you! The 2,100 members of
UCFS are making positive change each and every day,
and we're here for you every step of the way.

@ﬁ,@ LBoerhor”
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SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT

ENROLL >
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You may be eligible
for a TCIAF Arborist
Safety Training
Institute grant!

The Certified Treecare Safety Professional
is the only individual safety credentialing
program in the tree care industry.

WHY CTSP?

A CTSP does more than simply educate his/her team in safe work practices. As a
safety "coach,” a CTSP works to develop and nurture a safe work environment in
four key areas:

- LEADERSHIP
- HAZARD IDENTIFICATION
- INCIDENT CONTROL AND PREVENTION

- ADULT LEARNING
The program provides the CTSP with a well-rounded education in safety concepts,
plus the tools to effectively communicate these ideas on the jobsite.

When you become a CTSP...

.. you are developing your career significantly by gaining a new credential and
taklng on added responsibility.

... you can utilize exclusive CTSP forums to network with a nationwide community
of safety professionals.

... you gain the satisfaction of knowing you are instrumental in creating and/or
changing your organization’s safety culture.

To learn more and enroll scan here or,

Cal1800.733.2622 or visit TCIA.ORG/CTSP



https://tcia.org/ctsp

Name State/Province/RegionCountry
A. Julian Sivanadian ON CAN
Aaron Erzinger Rl USA
Abigail Ogden UT USA
Abigail Stokes CA USA
Adam Jones VA USA
Addie Shiloh Nj USA
Alexandre Beaupré QC CAN
Alexandria Steel Wl USA
Alexey Montero Turruelles TX USA
Alexis Morse UT USA
Alfred Bascom MD  USA
Alix Bazinet McCann QC CAN
Alix Olson ON USA
Alyssa Caron UT USA
Amaya Garrick UT USA
Amy Wood ON CAN
Andrew Monroy CA USA
Andrew Kinapen ON CAN
Angelina Wagner PA  USA
Ann Allen TX USA
Anna Lindquist OR USA
Anna Elise Weaver UT USA
Annabelle Horton SC  USA
Armando Gutierrez CA USA
Ashton Coggan ON CAN
Benjamin Kasmenn Ml USA
Bethany Douglas AR USA
Bonnie Strange NM  USA
Brent Allen UT USA
Brian Fitzgerald UT USA
Brian Landoe OR USA
Brianna El-Quhir NY USA
Bruce Avery GA USA
Caitlin Wagner UT USA
Carlos Leyva TX USA
Cassandra Curneal UT USA
Christopher Howlett ON CAN
Coira Horton UT USA
Colin Meyer CA USA
Con Thompson UT USA
Cornelius Rosario NY USA
6

Name State/Province/RegionCountry
Cory McKibbin AB CAN
Dakota Caruso VA USA
Daniel Aniewu LA USA
Daniel Hand CT USA
Daniel Reyes CA USA
Danielle Holman GA USA
Danielle Carlson UT  USA
David Madden TX USA
David Broadhurst ON CAN
David Estanol ON CAN
David Lobdell FL  USA
Denae Waite UT USA
Denise Wilcox CA USA
Derek Surju ON CAN
Diego Rodriguez Zacarias CA USA
Edward Cardenas Nifio coL
Eleanor Burton UT USA
Elijah Casement-Smith ON CAN
Ellen Sulser MO  USA
Elliot Tubis ON CAN
Elowan Pelissier QC CAN
Elyse Reilly NV USA
Emi Booth UT USA
Emile Lortie QC CAN
Emilee Wood OR USA
Emily Ferguson A USA
Emily Barnabe ON CAN
Emmeline Rees UT USA
Erika Gagnon QC CAN
Finn Scott-Neff CA  USA
Gabryel Martin QC CAN
Gaby Elliott MD  USA
Garett van der Spek OR USA
Gaston Mudiandambu QC CAN
Gijs Pot NLD
Guillaume Bélanger QC CAN
Guillermo Hernandez MO  USA
Guy Stivers CA  USA
Hannah Skousen AZ  USA
Haydn Mortimer UT USA
Heather Daniel UT USA

-New Members

Name State/Province/RegionCountry
Holland Allebes Anderson CA USA
In Hyuk Cho CA USA
Irina Rakotoambinina QC CAN
Isaac Bird ON CAN
lvan Hofman NY USA
Jacob Morris OH USA
Jacob Howard UT USA
Jacyln Lim OR USA
James Finger NC USA
James Quinn PA  USA
Jan Sanders NLD
Janner Largo Triana VAC COL
Jeff Kehoe NY USA
Jesse Crews Jr MD  USA
Jesus Aguilar AZ USA
Jill Twehous CO USA
Johanna Gustavsson SWE
John Stevensen CA USA
Johnathan Foley ON CAN
Jonathon Ward TX USA
Joselyn Guymon UT USA
Joshua Fulton WI  USA
Juan Herndndez PR USA
Juan Lazo Bautista MD  USA
Julieth Acosta Poveda CUN coL
Kaitlyn Gridley UT USA
Kanami Otani CA  USA
Karl Reinsalu ON CAN
Kathleen Bishop NY USA
Kayleigh Davis UT USA
Keith Geary OH USA
Kelly Young MA  USA
Kevyn Boothe ID USA
Kiera Ames UT USA
Kirsten Inghilterra CO USA
Kody Rubright OH USA
Kole Farley FL USA
Kristen ONeil CA USA
Landon Mullikin VA USA
Levi Koenig MA  USA
Liam Genter MN  USA

City TREES




Name State/Province/RegionCountry ~ Name State/Province/RegionCountry ~ Name State/Province/RegionCountry

Lilly Morley MA  USA  Michael Dufresne QC CAN  Sarah Miller FL USA
Lily Matsen UT USA  Michael Wolfe NY USA  Sarah Swan UT USA
Lily Gutierrez ID USA  Michelle Tan ON CAN  Sarah Realffe QC CAN
Lindsay Neumann GA USA  Nathan Carnegie GA USA  Sarah Balistreri NY USA
Lionel Barrouilhet QC CAN  Nicholas Brezel GA USA  Saul Durkee WA  USA
Liza Gerardo OR USA  Nicholas Zito NY USA  Scott Morley UT USA
Logan Sprague WA USA  Nick Sawchuk ON CAN  Seth Franzyshen VA USA
Logan Brack NC USA  Nicole Balbuena UT USA  Shane Clarke ON CAN
Logan Cinnamon IA- USA  Noah Jones VA USA  Stephanie Heil NY USA
Luis Iturriria ID USA  Olivia Liggett OH USA  Stephen Lane IL  USA
Lydia Shaw UT USA  Olivier Jeudy QC CAN  SujiKim UT USA
Madelyn Hamilton WI  USA  Omar Hoyos Lozano TOL COL  Tenzing Thapa ON CAN
Madison Rackham UT USA  Paul Blome Ml USA  Terry Bates IL  USA
Maela Descamps BC CAN  Paul Schuman WY USA  Thad Subra OR USA
Manuel Tremblay-Ahelo QC CAN  Peter Ceren CO USA  Tiffany Kapner FL USA
Marcos Barba CA USA  Preeya Lofgren-Boll CA USA  Timothy Craul PA  USA
Maria Furey FL USA  Quadri Taiwo OR USA  Tom Hartzell TN USA
Marina Wilke ON CAN  Rayd Rodriguez Miranda DC COL  Tom Ebeling IL  USA
Mark Falcon NC USA  Rebecca Justice IN  USA  Travis Klinebriel WV USA
Marshall Harrison TX USA  Richard Halverson MN USA  Tristan Sayers M USA
Maryann Olson WA USA  Richard Nadelin FL USA  TylaFlake UT USA
Mat Merritt OR USA  Robert Morris MA USA  Tylia Bolduc Sieper QC CAN
Mathieu Cuerrier QC CAN  Roslyn James OR USA  VeraVolin GA USA
Matthew Walker PA USA  Ruby Neighman UT USA  Wen Wong ON CAN
Matthew Norville KS USA  Ryan Frerichs SD USA  Wilmer Contreras Linares DC CoL
Mercedee Finch UT USA  Samantha Burns VA USA  Wojciech Zielecki AB  CAN
Mercy Karanja LA USA  Samuel Dolan OH USA  Yessica Capote Rivera VAC COL
Micaela Valle-Martin ON CAN  Samuel Duchesne QC CAN  Zachary Loakimedes CA USA
Michael Parks TX USA  Samuel Duval QC CAN  Zeke Seigler SC  USA
Michael Jenks WA USA  Sara Chara Callejas DC COL  ZuZu Swapp UT USA

Welcome Not a Member?

Freehold Soil Conservation District

Urban Wood Network Apply fOr UCFS
Unified Wood Economy Membership
Town of Greensburgh, New York .
Online Today!

City of South Salt Lake, Nevada

ucfsociety.org 7
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City Trees is the online, bimonthly magazine

Leslie Berckes is the Executive Director of
UCFS. She has nearly 15 years of urban
forestry experience that includes actively
managing urban tree canopy as well as
helping people grow trees where they
are needed the most.

Jody Lewis is the City of Calgary, Alberta
Urban Forestry Superintendent. She is an
ISA Certified Urban Forest Professional
bringing more than 15 years of experience
in municipal urban forestry planning to
her work. Jody leads a dynamic team
responsible for nursery production, tree

procurement, public tree planting initiatives,

and citywide tree watering programs. A
graduate of Olds College and a certified
Landscape Horticulturalist, Jody blends
deep operational expertise with a lifelong
commitment to public service.

Executive Board

® | CFS

URBAN & COMMUNITY
FORESTRY SOCIETY

Ben Osborne is the Assistant
Commissioner of Forestry & Horticulture
at New York City Parks, where he
oversees tree planting and preservation,
tree care operations, and related safety
and training programs. Ben has a
bachelor's degree in Biology and Spanish
from New York University and a master's
degree in Botany from the University of
Vermont. He is an ISA Board-Certified
Master Arborist and Qualified Tree

Risk Assessor, a member of the Urban
and Community Forestry Society, and

a Regional Governor for the NY State
Arborists Association ISA Chapter.

City Trees Graphic Designer

produced by the Urban & Community Forestry

Society. The UCFS is a Professional Affiliate of the

International Society of Arboriculture.

President
David Lefcourt, Cambridge, MA
dlefcourt@cambridgema.gov

Vice President
Emily King, Austin, TX
emily.king@austintexas.gov

Past President
Jamie King, Blacksburg, VA
jking@americanforests.org

Executive Director
Leslie Berckes, Des Moines, IA
lberckes@ucfsociety.org

Disclaimer: Acceptance and publication of advertisements, editorial copy, or product announcements do not necessarily imply
UCFS endorsement of said products or techniques, nor does it reflect the opinion of UCFS regarding any such product or technique.

2026 Keith O'Herrin, Charlotte, NC

2028 Jenn Cairo, Portland, OR

2028 Mesude Duyar Ozyurekoglu, Louisville, KY
2029 Jamie Lim, Seattle, WA

2029 Michael Martini, Pittsburgh, PA

Editorial Review Committee
Chair: Allison Craig, Toronto, ON
Adrina Bardekjian, Toronto, ON
Rachel Barker, Tallassee, AL
Owen Croy, New Westminster, BC
Nikhilesh Desai, Portland, OR
Sitara Gare, Brisbane, Australia
Rich Hauer, Stevens Point, WI
Brett O'Brien, Columbia, MO

Felipe Alberto Fuentes Ramirez, Calera de Tango, Chile

Aruni Sabina, Athens, Ohio
Tami Sadonoja, Hamilton, ON
Jeff Shimonski, Miami, FL

City Trees reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or editorial content that is deemed unsuitable for publication.

Sarah Gugercin

Story Ideas/Editorial Inquiries
City Trees Editor Michelle Sutton
msutton@ucfsociety.org

Advertising Rates & Calendar
City Trees Editor Michelle Sutton
msutton@ucfsociety.org

UCFS Website

ucfsociety.org

Contact UCFS

Urban & Community Forestry Society
PO Box 13242
Des Moines, IA 50310

Iberckes@ucfsociety.org
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Stand out with

ISA Certified Urban Forest Professional credential

You’re a leader in urban forestry,
so stand out with the newly
rebranded ISA Certified Urban
Forest Professional credential.

Holding an ISA Certified Urban Forest Pro-
fessional credential is a sign to the public,
employers, and peers that you have the
urban forestry experience and fundamen-
tal knowledge and skills needed to man-
age community trees.

Earning this title shows your professional
commitment to a code of ethics and fulfill-
ment of best management practices and
industry-accepted standards in the field.

Now’s the time!

Click here to find out how you
can stand out from the crowd!



https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-Urban-Forest-Professional
https://www.isa-arbor.com/

UCFS News

2025 Year in Review

Recognition of Sponsors, Committee Members, UC F S
and City TREES Advertisers and Contributors

Henderson, Nevada Conference Recap
UCFS Award Winners

By Leslie Berckes, UCFS Executive Director

As we continue to move into
2026, it’s important to take some time to
reflect on UCFS accomplishments, which
are made possible by members, vol-
unteers, and sponsors. We thank each
person who has provided their time

and expertise to advance the mission of
UCFS, helping to grow this global commu-
nity of urban and community foresters.

Here, we’ll highlight the year in review
and recognize the many different folks
who make UCFS as dynamic as it is. If you
recognize a name on the committee list
and you’re wondering how you can join
in, reach out! It will be a great oppor-
tunity to reconnect with a friend and
find out how you can help grow UCFS.

As we look forward to the rest of 2026,
you’ll be hearing much more about UCFS

Shown here are UCFS Members who attended the pre-conference S
tour focused on climate resilience through smarter landscapes, led Accreditation, the study prep courses for

by City of Henderson, Nevada Parks and Recreation staff. the ISA Certified Urban Forest Professional
credential, and how you can support the
Urban Forest Foundation, now hosted by
TREE Fund. We'll look forward to reporting
the accomplishments we achieve together!

10 City TREES




2025 Year in Reviewr

Thanks to you, the members of UCFS, we're making a
big impact and reaching more people than ever.

2,100+ UCFS Members

1,700+ People Engaged in UCFS
Education or Presentations

12,000+ City Trees Readers

9 UCFS Regional or National
Members and Friends Meet-ups

Thank You to our 2025 Sponsors!

Organizational Sponsors

BARTLETT

7/ BARTLETT DAVEY%@ ~-Eocene-

% Resource Gro“p B crironmental Group

Special Program and Event Sponsors

d
SUSTAINABLE -
FORESTRY |
INITIATIVE 10U PlaniT Geo  SAVAYREE.

developers of TreePlotter

ucfsociety.org 1




Celebrating our

Committee Members

UCFS committees are made up of urban foresters representing
a wide range of perspectives. Through the expertise of com-
mittee members, UCFS is able to better meet the needs of its
members and the urban forestry profession on the whole. The
committees achieved many things in 2025 including launching
the Career Compass series, gathering information and repre-
senting your interests around trees and insurance conflicts,
relaunching the UCFS Accreditation program, and creating a

UC FS welcoming conference experience that prioritized learning and
networking. Thank you to all of our committee members!

2025 UCEFS Committee Members

Outreach Committee

Chair: Rachel Comte
Lillian Dinkins
Lise English
Earl Eutsler
Rachel Habig-Myers
Grant Jones
Heather Wilson

Industry Trends
Chair: Anna Heckman
Ryan Allen
Darya Barar
Fred Chalfant
Matt Clinton
Paul Faklis
Rich Hauer
lan Kesterson
Elizabeth Lingo
Gordon Mann
JP McDonnell
Dwayne Sperber
Steven Traylor
Alex Pinto

12

Professional
Development
Chair: Joe Hansen
Josh Behounek
Devon Brits
Anne Fege
Lora Hall
Emily King
Rich Parasiliti
Doug Still
Tyler Wilcox

Young and Emerging
Professionals
Co-Chair: Bryce Patz

Co-Chair: Alison Fulton
Steven Eyster
Mads Gullion

Josh Petter
Alex Senauke
Greg Soltwisch
Cara Specht
Savanah Winstanley

Conference Committee

Chair: Elizabeth Lingo
Preston Goodman
Leslie Gover
Steve Harris
David Lefcourt
Rich Parasiliti

Editorial Review
Committee
Chair: Allison Craig
Adrina Bardekjian

Rachel Barker
Owen Croy

Nikhilesh Desai

Felipe Alberto Fuentes Ramirez

Sitara Gare
Rich Hauer

Brett O'Brien

Aruni Sabina

Tami Sadonoja

Jeff Shimonski

CityTREES




Thank You

to the 2025 contributors—advertisers, authors, interviewees, and photographers—
for making City Trees a world-class urban and community forestry magazine.

Advertisers
Arbormetrics JRM Chemical Inc./Soil Moist
ArborSystems PlanIT Geo
Asplundh SavATree -
Davey Resource Group Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) k
Eocene :

TreeDiaper/Zynnovation LLC

Authors, Interviewees, and Photographers

ucfsociety.org

Carolina Arango
Georgios Arseniou
Sally Bentz-Dalton

Aubrey Benson

Leslie Berckes
Andrew Billon
Suzanne Brown
Jenn Cairo
Lindsay Campbell

Julie
Capito-Hernandez

Jeff Carroll
Michelle Cole
Natalie Cooper
Theresa Crimmins
Peter Croal
Owen Croy
Owen Davids
Lillian Grace Dinkins
Adriann Dolphin
Magali Duzant
Earl Eutsler
Steven Eyster
Fruitful Commons
Mike Galvin
Hunter Goan
Darren Green

Hannah Gregory
Morgan Grove
Dana Karcher

Alan Halter
Meg Hanna
Joe Hansen

Kelly Hicks-Holloway

Kevin Jinn
Mark Johnston
Jennifer Judd
lan Kesterson

Emily King

Jamie King

Ryan Klein

Nikki Lindt

Matthew
Lépez-Johnson

David MacFarlane
David Maddox
Gordon Mann

Alexander Martin

Sreetheran
Maruthaveeran

David Mark
lan McDermott
Melissa McHale

Ed Mejia

National Healing
Forests Initiative

McKenzie Owen

Mesude Duyar
Ozyurekoglu

Josh Petter
Pasi Raumonen
Malcolm Pinckney
Tammy Rominger
Raelene Ryder
Aruni Sabina
Alex Senauke
Patricia Stirbys
Kayla Stuart

Sustainable Urban
Forests Coalition

Michelle Sutton
Erica Svensen
Treenet News
Rick Usher
Jenna Valiquette
Travis Warziniack
Joe Wheelock
Savannah Winstanley
Brandon Wynn
Aaron Yang
Jillian Youngbird
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Heunderson Conference Recap

In November 2025, UCFS held its annual conference and tradeshow with
an agenda that prioritized networking and peer-to-peer learning. Nearly
200 members, friends, and partners attended the conference. On the main
stage, attendees heard from speakers who covered how to strengthen
tree ordinances, how to encourage friendly construction practices around
trees, and how to prepare the urban forest for a changing climate. One of
the highlights for many was the Canopy Conversation roundtables where
people had an opportunity to join three different conversations for more
dedicated time around one topic. Topics ranged from urban wood reuse

to navigating your urban forestry career to starting a tree nursery.

Of course, no conference is complete without plenty of networking oppor-
tunities, and UCFS provided two opportunities for members and friends
to mix and mingle. The annual MFI Alumni Networking Reception—spon-
sored by Davey Resource Group—was attended by graduates of nearly
every MFI class! The next evening was the annual networking reception
for all members; it was held in the tradeshow space so that attendees

and vendors could connect over delicious nibbles and a drink or two.

The photos that follow highlight just a few of the amazing
events and connections made at the conference!

i
O

Volunteer
and Com
Engags
E( :

Pre-conference tour-goers get to know each other as Fun Run, Walk, or Watch participants gather for the early evening event in Henc
they visit the Henderson Bird Viewing Preserve.

14
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Training
munity

JCFS conference attendees. Portland, Oregon City Forester and UCFS Board Member Jenn
Cairo enjoys the pre-conference tour. Photo by Ed Mejia

Save the fate!

UCFS Annual
Conference and
Tradeshow

November
16-17 2026

We look forward to seeing you in

St. Louis, Missouri!

Jerson. Outgoing UCFS President Jamie King passes
the torch to incoming President David Lefcourt.
This is David’s second time in the role.

ucfsociety.org 15




at Henderson Conference

The UCFS Annual Awards ceremony is an opportunity
to shine light on the great work happening in urban
forestry today—and to honor some of our most
outstanding members, colleagues, and collaborators.

City of North Las Vegas
Legacy Project Award

The 2025 honoree for the UCFS Legacy Project

of the Year Award was the City of North Las
Vegas and its Kiel Ranch Historic Park. The Park

is the site of a restored community orchard led
by the city’s urban forester, Eddie Rodriguez, the
mayor, and many dedicated city staff. This project
reestablishes Southern Nevada’s only municipal-
ity-managed orchard, featuring 36 fruit and nut
trees—citrus, fig, almond, apple, and pistachio—
alongside community garden beds. This $150,000
initiative addresses urgent urban challenges: mit-
igating urban heat, enhancing food security, and
fostering community connection. It now serves as
an inclusive gathering space where residents can
access fresh produce, attend gardening classes,
and participate in seasonal harvesting events.

16 City TREES
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Dr. Anand Kumar
I-Tree Innovation Award

The 2025 i-Tree Innovation Award went to Dr.
Anand Kumar. Dr. Kumar holds a Ph.D. in Ecosystem
Sciences, specializing in Urban and Community
Forestry and carbon sequestration. His doctoral
research focused on the ecosystem services pro-
vided by green spaces in Delhi, India. Dr. Kumar has
served as a mentor and guide for many students

as they furthered their urban forestry studies and
i-Tree knowledge. He is a true champion of urban
forestry and has implemented a variety of trainings
and projects with i-Tree as a central component.

He served with the U.S. Forest Service's Office of
International Programs and Trade, where he com-
pleted a long list of trainings including i-Tree Eco
trainings with students, MyTree orientations, and
many volunteer engagements with partners in India,
such as the "Know Your Campus Trees Program" with
Bharati College, University of Delhi. Dr. Kumar is cur-
rently working as an Urban and Community Forestry
Consultant for Fair Forests Consulting, LLC. >>

ucfsociety.org

Meg Hanna
Award of Achievement

The 2025 UCFS Award of Achievement went to Meg
Hanna, a cherished member of ISA and UCFS com-
mittees. Meg has been instrumental in helping UCFS
develop its new prep course for the ISA Certified
Urban Forest Professional credential, provid-

ing in-depth insight from her current and former
vantage points working for a municipality and
serving in roles at non-profits, and for her Canadian
perspective on urban forestry. Meg serves as the
Director of Urban and Community Forestry for the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)-Canada and she
teaches at the University of British Columbia as part
of the Master of Urban Forestry Leadership program.
Meg works tirelessly to promote the SFI Urban and
Community Forest Sustainability Standard; in 2025,
she stewarded the first municipality to achieve the
SFI certification—the Regional Municipality of York.

I-Trée Innnvalioéﬁ'
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William “Willie” Park and Brandon Wynn
Young or Emerging Professional Award

Two people were honored with the 2025 Young or
Emerging Professional Award: William “Willie” Park and
Brandon Wynn. Willie Park is the Urban Forester for the
City of Sandy Springs, Georgia. Over the past three years,
he has led the planting of nearly 1,000 trees across the
city, with a remarkably low overall mortality rate of

2%. His strategic planting approach prioritizes species
diversity, soil compatibility, and long-term survivability.
A core strength of Willie’s leadership is his application
of soil science principles in all planting and restoration
efforts and in his establishment of the City’s first Plant
Health Care program. Willie has built strong public-pri-
vate partnerships with organizations like ReForest ATL,
EcoAddendum, and Environment Sandy Springs. He
launched the Sandy Springs Eco-Stewards, a city-led vol-
unteer program that promotes environmental education,
stewardship, and civic participation in urban forestry.
Willie has positioned Sandy Springs as a training hub
for professional development in arboriculture through a
partnership with the Georgia Arborist Association. He is
also an active member of the ISA Credentialing Council.

18
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Brandon Wynn has made major strides in his young
urban forestry career, filling the role of Lead Arborist
for the City of Birmingham, Michigan. There, he has
led efforts to revamp the department to one that is
centered on community engagement and stewardship
initiatives. Notably, Brandon was elected to the Board
of Directors for the ISA Michigan Chapter and as the
municipality representative on the host committee for
the ISA International Conference in Detroit in 2026.
Brandon works to connect municipalities and urban for-
esters statewide with the benefits ISA Michigan can
offer. Brandon chairs the tree committee for the City
of Lathrup Village. There he reinstated the city as a
Tree City USA and assisted the community in obtaining
a tree planting grant, which led to the first communi-
ty-wide planting event in the city’s recent history.
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Jenny Gulick
Award of Merit

The UCFS Award of Merit was given posthumously to
c A’/ Jenny Gulick. Jenny passed away in early 2025, having
L4

AWARD OF MERIT
5.1' TER 4 _\ ;

only recently retired from a long and dedicated career

in the field of urban forestry. Jenny progressed through
multiple leadership positions at the City of Cincinnati
Park Board, including City Forester, Greenspace Manager,
! Natural Resource Manager, and Assistant Superintendent
of Parks. In 1999, she joined Davey Resource Group as

a Senior Consulting Urban Forester working on urban
forestry projects across the U.S. She was a leading
expert on tree risk, city code and policy, and tree pro-
tection during construction. In 2018, Jenny co-founded
Urban Canopy Works with Rachel Comte, serving as
Principal and Senior Consulting Urban Forester of a
women-owned small business dedicated to provid-

ing customized solutions for tree management needs.
Jenny’s work personified the UCFS mission of build-

ing the confidence, competence, and camaraderie

of professionals who manage trees and forests.

Jamie King to Scott Altenhoff
The President’s Award of Appreciation

| bet many of you feel the same way | do about Scott; indeed, when-
ever | mention him, | always see a smile of recognition. Scott’s energy,
intellect, and passion are inspiring! His work as Urban and Community
Forestry Assistance Program Manager at Oregon Department of Forestry
and for the City of Eugene, Oregon prior to that is highly esteemed.

Scott invited me right out of MFI to serve on the Accreditation Committee
and it was then that | saw how his leadership shines. He made time for
calls, he navigated complex processes, and most notably—as UCFS (then-
SMA) Past President, he set the stage for one of the most transformational
moments in the history of this Society, all with the full backing of the Board.

Throughout this difficult year for our field, Scott and | checked in with
each other. True to his personality, Scott showed me that with cre-
ativity and dedication there is always a path forward. For that | am
grateful and to him | express my gratitude and appreciation for his
service. Thank you, Scott. —Jamie King, UCFS Past President @&
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Bees, Zoos, and Everything In-Between:

WP" - T

Full Collection of UCFS Case Studies
Available on the Website!

UCFS Case Studies—all 37 of them—are an endur-

ing, excellent resource! Each case study contains
detailed advice and anecdotes from an average of 7 or
8 urban and community forestry professionals.

The case study themes to date are:

Bees, Bioswales, Building Bridges Between LAs and MAs,
Building Bridges with City Depts, Cemeteries, Climate Change,
Conifers, Consulting, Contract Growing Partnerships, Drought,
EAB, Fall Planting, Flooding, Gas Lines and Trees, Historic Trees,
Invasives, Large Tree Relocation, Medians, Memorial Trees,
Natural Areas in the Urban Forest, Palms, Pruning Cycles, Pyrus
We Have a Problem, Retired from the Municipality, Sewer
Lines, Slopes, Social Networking, Stormwater and Watersheds,
Teaching, Tree Boards, Tree Lights, Urban Forestry’s Location in
City Departments, Urban Fruit Trees, Urban Wood (x 2), Zoos.

it

- ‘\ |

Your tree &
greenery experts.

(800) 341-8733

SAVAYREE.
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UCFS Recommended Reading
Jackhammers, the Right

Trees, and Partnerships
in Every Direction

An Urban Forest Ecosystem is Taking Shape
in the Formerly Treeless and Industrial
Kansas City Crossroads Arts District

By Michelle Sutton
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 https://citytrees-ucfsociety.aflip.in/56bc5d915b.html#page/28
 https://citytrees-ucfsociety.aflip.in/56bc5d915b.html#page/28
 https://citytrees-ucfsociety.aflip.in/56bc5d915b.html#page/28
https://www.savatree.com/consulting/
https://ucfsociety.org/case-studies/
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NYC Parks staff memberchecks on trees post-planting
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NYC Parks Transitions to a
New Approach to Tree Planting

With Ben OSbOrne All Images Courtesy of NYC Parks

In 2024, NYC Parks centralized its Forestry units, combining Forestry
Operations (formerly in Maintenance & Operations) with Forestry Programs
(under Environment and Planning) to create a unified, cohesive Forestry
team. Another big change: transitioning to a Neighborhood Tree Planting
approach. Traditionally, Parks responded to planting requests submit-

ted via 311 while also fulfilling mayoral and other elected priorities. To
streamline the process and make the planting schedule more efficient and
predictable, Parks’ new Neighborhood Tree Planting Program aims to plant
every available planting location in the entire city on a nine-year cycle.

In addition to planting new trees in each focus neighborhood, as part
of this new program, Parks will remove dead trees and stumps and
close unplantable empty tree beds—a truly comprehensive approach.
Ben Osborne is the Assistant Commissioner of Forestry & Horticulture
at New York City Parks; here, he graciously fields our questions.

How and who determines a space is unplantable?

All trees within the public right-of-way are under the
jurisdiction of NYC Parks. Our Tree Planting Foresters
determine if a particular location can receive a new

tree in accordance with the agency’s current street tree
planting standards, which account for above- and below-

ground space and other standards and regulations.

To choose the right tree for the right location, Parks
foresters consider many factors, including the side-
walk width, surrounding tree canopy, flood and
drought conditions, and how the tree’s growth may
impact buildings, utilities, and other nearby infra-
structure. A site can be considered unplantable

based on a variety of factors, such as distance from
an intersection, streetlight, fire hydrant, or driveway;
presence of underground utilities; bus stops; sidewalk
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width; or any other conflicts that might interfere
with public safety or the healthy growth of a tree.

Sometimes, sites that previously hosted a tree are no
longer suitable for planting, based on our updated
planting standards or changes in the surrounding
infrastructure. In some locations that are otherwise
appropriate for trees, the size of the hole that can
be excavated for planting is limited by underground
utilities. To address these situations, we have been
purchasing and contract-growing “grow bag trees.”
These trees are grown to size in lightweight growing
medium in above-ground, porous bags. As the roots
grow to the edges of the bags, they are naturally air-
pruned, resulting in a dense, fibrous root system. >>
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https://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/53/Tree-Planting-Standards.pdf
https://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/53/Tree-Planting-Standards.pdf

Neighborhood Tree Planting — New Approach

Expand undersized tree beds.

—— Remove stump and plant new tree.

—— Restore sidewalk at unplantab
(too close to driveway).

e — Remove small d

— Cre

e,

New approach addresses all new tree planting
opportunities block-by-block.
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NYC Parks

le site

ead tree and replace with new tree.

2ate new tree bed and plant new tree.

— Keep community-maintained greenery
(unplantable due to proximity to intersection).

NYC Parks Neighborhood Tree Planting Comprehensive Plan
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Contractors move large B&B stock toward a park planting site.

In contrast to traditional balled-and-burlapped trees,
grow bag trees do not require harvesting, so roots

are not cut before planting. The compact, lightweight
grow bag package can be easily handled by one or two
people without the need for a machine and allows
trees to be planted in spaces that were previously con-
sidered unplantable due to limitations on the width

or depth of excavation. While grow bag trees provide
opportunities to plant spaces that were previously
unplantable, we still encounter pre-existing tree beds
that do not meet our current standards. To address
these unplantable sites, through our Neighborhood
Tree Planting Program we repave unplantable tree
beds that are not otherwise being maintained as
ornamental planters by community members.

26

How do you handle situations
where residents are opposed
to having a tree?

We encourage residents to inform us when there are
legitimate conflicts with planting locations across the
city. When we receive a complaint about a planned
tree planting, we look into the reasons for opposition,
and we reinspect sites. Sometimes, small consider-
ations such as shifting a planned planting location by
a few feet can make a big difference for a resident

to feel acknowledged and to accept the new tree.

However, when residents oppose trees without justifi-
able concerns, we carefully continue with our planting
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plans and inform them of the importance of street
trees as critical, living infrastructure that provide ben-
efits to all New Yorkers. We want New Yorkers to
understand that trees are city infrastructure—just

as traffic lights, bus stops, and fire hydrants are.

How are you assured that mayoral
and other elected priorities
won't come into play?

While priorities of mayoral administrations and other
elected officials can change, in 2023, the New York
City Council passed Local Law 148, which requires the
City to create its first ever Urban Forest Plan. This plan
will codify and support the equitable expansion of the
urban forest canopy to cover 30 percent of land within
the city. Based on a report by the Nature Conservancy
(The State of the Urban Forest in NYC), we can get only
about halfway to the 30 percent goal by adding trees
within Parks' jurisdiction alone, so there is an urgent
need to utilize every possible planting space in addi-
tion to applying many other strategies. Under our new
Neighborhood Tree Planting strategy, we are able to
maximize street tree planting opportunities by ensur-
ing that every plantable space gets a tree, including by
removing dead, dying, or hazardous trees for immedi-
ate replacement. On blocks where we are planting, we
also expand and add mulch to improve growing con-
ditions for existing trees. The additional maintenance
that this program provides is especially important
because 90% of the increase in NYC's tree canopy
from 2017 to 2021 came from the growth of exist-

ing trees (The State of the Urban Forest in NYC).

How did you determine which
areas receive trees first?

Every tree is valuable, and we are excited to plant trees
in every neighborhood in New York City through this new
program, but we cannot plant every deserving location at
once, so we are prioritizing the neighborhoods with the
highest heat index and the fewest trees. Neighborhood
Tree Planting locations are prioritized based on the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's (DOHMH)
Heat Vulnerability Index (HVI), a tool developed by
DOHMH and Columbia University that identifies which
communities are most at risk from extreme heat. High-
HVI neighborhoods experience the highest rates of
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heat-related illnesses and death, so we have designed
the program to service these crucial areas first.

What long-term maintenance
strategies are in place for
newly planted trees?

Parks and our contractors are responsible for all basic
maintenance, including watering, weeding, and replace-
ment (if the latter is necessary) for at least one year
after the tree is planted. As trees mature, we main-

tain them under our Tree Risk Management program.

Parks performs routine maintenance on our street trees
every seven years (as funding allows) through our Block
Pruning Program. Outside of that cycle, we rely on New
Yorkers to report conditions of concern so we can main-
tain a healthy and safe urban forest. Parks responds to
requests to remove dead, damaged, and fallen trees
and limbs and concerns about illegal tree damage by
sending an inspector to determine the appropriate
action and level of priority based on a standardized
tree risk assessment. Parks also operates a Trees and
Sidewalks Program to repair sidewalks damaged by the
roots of city trees at smaller, residential properties.

How does Parks determine
which tree beds to enlarge?

Parks enlarges tree beds when planting new trees
through our Neighborhood Tree Planting Program
and when repairing sidewalks damaged from tree
roots through the Trees and Sidewalks Program. Parks
aims for the largest size tree beds appropriate for
each site to allow as much space as possible for tree
roots to expand and to minimize future conflicts as
newly planted trees mature. To determine the size of
the tree bed and if it can be expanded, we consider
the available sidewalk width—always making sure
the remaining sidewalk complies with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards—and the prox-
imity of the tree bed to adjacent infrastructure. @
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https://forestforall.nyc/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/State_of_the_Urban_Forest_NYC.pdf
https://forestforall.nyc/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/State_of_the_Urban_Forest_NYC.pdf
https://a816-dohbesp.nyc.gov/IndicatorPublic/data-features/hvi/

We know this isn't getting any easier. Amid water cutbacks, labor and budget shortages, your challenges keep
growing. Fortunately, Soil Moist Water Management Polymer and Mycorrhiza can keep your good work
growing too. Eco-safe Soil Moist products absorb water, then release it over time as the soil dries. So what you
plant requires less maintenance, far fewer re-plantings and wasted budget dollars.

* Reduce watering by 50% for 3 -5 years

* Reduce replanting expense and stretch budgets

* Boost root development, increase growth rates

* Reduce plant stress and maintenance

* Available in forms, formulas and custom blends
you need

* Ideal for trees, shrubs, beds & containers
Without

Mycorrhiza
Let our technical experts show you how Soil Moist, Y

Soil Moist Mycorrhizal and Soil Moist Plus nutrient
blends can help you plant it right the first time...
so you don’t have to go back.

Get the facts at www.soilmoist.com
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DAVEY%.

Resource Group

Thriving Forests.
Resilient Communities.

Expert planning drives long-term success for urban forests
and communities alike.

Urban forestry plans that combine the latest data, best
practices, and community input guide confident management
decisions, increase transparency, and streamline operations.
Davey Resource Group delivers this through comprehensive
management plans, technical reports, and analyses that help
reduce risk, control costs, and extend your urban canopy’s
lifespan while supporting healthier, stronger communities.

CONTACT DAVEY RESOURCE GROUP TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
OUR COMPREHENSIVE URBAN FORESTRY SERVICES

LEARN MORE ;i


https://www.soilmoist.com/
https://www.davey.com/environmental-consulting-services/smart-tree-inventory/?utm_source=publication&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=ec_uf_ucfscitytrees_smarttreemanagement_marchapril2026

It's Often Sunny in Calgary ... and its Semi-arid
Climate Poses Challenges for Growing City Trees.
UCFS Member Jody Lewis Tells the Story of Urban

Forestry in Alberta’s Most Populous City.

All Photos Courtesy of the City of Calgary

Calgary is located in southern Alberta, Canada, just

east of the Rocky Mountains. Indigenous peoples have
their own names for this area that have been in use
long before settlers named this place Calgary. In the
Blackfoot language, it is called Moh-kins-tsis. The Tethka
Nakoda Wicastabi First Nations refer to this place as
Wicispa Oyade and the people of the Tsuut’ina Nation
call it Guts-ists-l. The Métis call the Calgary area Otos-
kwunee. Calgary occupies a distinctive transition zone
between the Rocky Mountain Foothills and the Canadian
Prairies, a position that strongly influences its ecology,
climate, and urban forest management priorities.

Established as a city in 1894, Calgary has grown to a
population of approximately 1.8 million, making it the
fourth largest municipality in Canada. Its public tree
inventory includes nearly 500,000 trees representing
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The City of Calgary (The City) Urban Forestry Superintendent Jody Lewis
is an ISA Certified Urban Forest Professional bringing more than 15
years of experience in municipal urban forestry planning. She leads a
dynamic team responsible for nursery production, tree procurement,
public tree planting initiatives, and citywide tree watering programs.

A graduate of Olds College and a certified Landscape Horticulturalist,
Lewis blends deep operational expertise with a lifelong commitment to
public service. Her background in urban forestry operations, paired with
her dedication to community stewardship, enhances her ability to build
resilient teams, contribute meaningfully to municipal green infrastruc-
ture planning, and support the advancement of Calgary’s canopy goals.

a wide range of genera and species. This urban forest
forms a vital component of Calgary’s green infra-
structure, contributing to ecological resilience,
climate adaptation, and community well-being.

Calgary’s geography produces highly localized and
often demanding environmental conditions. In

the northwest, where the city meets the Foothills,
Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) occurs natu-
rally along sections of the Bow River corridor—one
of the few places on the Canadian Prairies where
this species persists. Moving eastward, the land-
scape shifts into semi-arid prairie, reflecting Calgary’s
position on the western edge of Palliser’s Triangle, a
region historically characterized by low precipitation,
drought stress, and limited natural tree cover, creat-
ing a complex environment for urban forestry. >>
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Members of Calgary’s Urban Forestry team show off healthy plant stock at Pine Creek Nursery.

How do you procure nursery stock for
Calgary’s challenging growing conditions?

The City has a long-standing history of operating civic
nurseries and tree farms to support municipal tree
production and to supply plant material for parks, bou-
levards, natural areas, and the broader urban forest.
Over time, some of these nurseries have been decom-
missioned. Prior to 1972, the primary facility was

the Glenmore Civic Nursery, a 9.3-hectare (23-acre)
site located near what is now part of Heritage Park

on the Glenmore Reservoir in southwest Calgary.

In 2004, the expansion of Heritage Park required
the relocation of the Glenmore nursery. A busi-
ness case was developed to support this transition,
resulting in the establishment of Pine Creek Nursery
in 2006. This civic facility was constructed adja-
cent to the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant
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in the Legacy—Pine Creek area and was designed to
serve as The City’s primary nursery operation.

Pine Creek Nursery continues to operate at full capac-
ity and remains a cornerstone of Calgary’s urban forest
program. Our facility spans 13.8 hectares (34 acres), with
more than 10 hectares (25 acres) dedicated to active
tree production. At any given time, we maintain an
inventory of roughly 8,500 trees and we harvest approx-
imately 2,000 balled & burlap/wire basket trees annually
to support municipal planting initiatives across the city.

In addition to the trees grown at Pine Creek Nursery, The
City purchases nursery stock from a variety of profes-
sional growers across Alberta and British Columbia. The
City partners with growers who, like our Nursery, par-
ticipate in the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association
(CNLA) Clean Plants certification program, which pro-
motes strong plant health standards and reduces the
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Acer (4.2%
Syringa (3.9%

Sorbus (2.1%
Pyrus (1.7%)

Populus (30.3%)

risk of introducing pests and diseases into Calgary’s urban
forest. Through its collaboration with the Western Nursery
Growers Group (WNGG), The City also has the opportunity to
trial new and promising species, support innovation within
the nursery industry, and access stock that is specifically
grown and tested for Calgary’s unique climate conditions.

For more than a decade, our team has partnered closely
with Calgary’s IT department to build a robust digital inven-
tory system that tracks each tree from the moment it’s
planted as a liner through its entire life cycle. Every tree
receives a unique “phytosanitary number,” scanned and
recorded at planting. That identifier stays with the tree for
life—from field production to shipment, to planting in its per-
manent location, and even through future inspections. This
level of traceability helps us monitor health, manage pests
and diseases, forecast harvests, and ensure we’re deliver-
ing high-quality plant material to Calgary communities.

ucfsociety.org

Larix (8.4%)

Fraxinus (9.0%)

Tilia (9.0%)

Prunus (11.2%)

alus (20.2%)

Top 10 Tree Genera Grown at Pine Creek Nursery.

How is Calgary’s residential street
tree planting program funded?

The City of Calgary operates a street tree
planting program primarily funded through

a Council-approved four-year capital budget,
with investments directed toward both tree
replacement and new tree planting. These
efforts contribute to The City’s climate goal of
increasing canopy cover from 9.62 percent (as
measured in 2024) to 16 percent by 2060.

Up until the 2028 growing season, The City

will receive additional support through the
Government of Canada’s 2 Billion Trees Program
to help expand planting capacity, improve species
diversity, and support green infrastructure ini-
tiatives across all communities in Calgary. >>
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Do residents have a choice of species?
Can residents decline a street tree?

The City’s Urban Forestry team delivers two commu-
nity tree planting programs designed for planting on
public land—the School Planting Program and the
Neighbourhood Trees Program. These initiatives provide
opportunities for public involvement in tree planting by
working directly with an Urban Forestry professional to
determine the most suitable tree for each location.

If requested during the planning stage, Urban Forestry
staff collaborate closely with residents or students to
ensure the selected tree is the right fit for the loca-
tion. Each assessment follows the “Calgary Parks and

Open Spaces 2024 - Development Guidelines and
Standard Specifications: Landscape Construction” doc-
ument and considers factors such as nearby utilities,
soil conditions, space for planting, watering, long-term
maintenance, sightlines and visibility, stock availabil-
ity, and species suitability and diversity requirements.

Residents and students are encouraged to share
concerns or site-specific considerations; however,
declining a public tree outright is generally not sup-
ported unless there is a clear operational or safety
constraint. The goal is always to find an appropri-

ate solution that supports both community needs and
the long-term health of Calgary’s urban forest. >>

Young Calgarians take part in one of The City's volunteer tree planting events.
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Calgary Parks staff at a Branching Out event; The City provides
trees to Calgarians who plant and care for them on their own
property, helping grow Calgary’s tree canopy on private land.
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Autumn foliage invites a stroll through Calgary’s Edworthy Park.

How does your watering program/
cycle for newly planted trees work?

Once a new tree is planted, it is added to a multi-year
watering program designed to help trees through estab-
lishment and healthy root system development so
they can adapt to Calgary’s climate. Before planting,
trees are added to our Esri GIS online map applica-
tion and are assigned a unique identification number.
This number includes planting date, tree source, stock
type, trunk diameter, condition rating, watering year,
and the tree’s phytosanitary number. When a tree is
planted in its designated location, the planting sup-
plier updates its status from “planned” to “active”
and the tree is automatically added to a watering
schedule based on its installation date. Every City-
planted tree receives water on the day it is installed.

Calgary’s Urban Forestry watering program is deliv-

ered through a combination of contracted water
trucks (32 at peak season) and City-operated trucks
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(2). Each supplier manages 11 routes per/day, water-
ing approximately 125-150 trees per route during
the growing season. Eight hourly trucks are also uti-
lized to facilitate watering hard-to-access tree assets.

Each truck is equipped with a Centralized Fleet
Operations System unit and a specialized flow meter
that dispenses a predetermined volume of water
based on the tree’s stock type: 40 litres (10.6 gal)
for container stock and 60 litres (16 gal) for wire
basket stock. Operators receive their routes through
an Esri GIS application and record each water-

ing event using Esri’s Survey123. The system logs
the exact volume of water used for each tree, and
weekly reports compare assigned trees with recorded
water transactions to verify supplier invoices.

To ensure quality and accuracy, Urban Forestry staff
conduct regular spot checks using soil moisture meters,
and they record their findings using Survey123. The
moisture meters indicate how much water trees need
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at that location, allowing us to measure and How does Ca[gary deal with

apply a specific volume to newly planted trees invasive forest pests"
through establishment. This helps reduce :

water waste and improve efficiency, while Urban Forestry’s best defense against invasive forest pests
confirming that trees are being watered as is prevention and early detection. We prioritize monitor-
scheduled and receiving the care they need. ing for pests such as Dutch elm disease (DED) and emerald
ash borer (EAB)—neither of which have yet been found in
Ca|gary's establishment watering program runs Calgary. We collaborate with Federal and Provincial part-
from May to October and follows this schedule: ners in our public education and monitoring efforts for EAB,

DED, and other forest invasives, such as spongy moth.
e 1st year: watered once per week
Our monitoring and early detection efforts for EAB include
putting up sticky traps baited with pheromone lures in spring
e 3rd year: watered every two weeks and summer, sampling ash branches, training staff to detect the
signs and symptoms of EAB, and having staff and volunteers
conduct visual surveys of ash trees for any signs of EAB. >>

e 2nd year: watered every two weeks

e A4th year: watered five times per season

e 5th year: watered five times per season

Golfers at The City of Calgary's Shaganappi Point Golf Course get a dramatic
view of the cityscape and tree canopy, including Calgary’s Douglas Fir Trail.
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We prioritize prevention and early detection of DED by
promoting elm health and disease awareness and by
monitoring elm beetle populations with sticky traps.
Urban Forestry staff interact with thousands of elm
trees annually. Throughout the summer, they watch
for symptoms of DED and will collect and submit
samples of any suspect trees for Provincial testing.

We also promote awareness through public edu-
cation on EAB, DED, and other pests and diseases
through seasonal workshops at info booths set up

at various city parks in spring and summer, in pest
profiles on calgary.ca, and via social media. A large
part of our public education focuses on preventing
human-assisted spread by sharing the messages “Don’t
Move Firewood” and “Burn it Where You Buy It.”

Pine Creek Nursery maintains rigorous phytosanitary and
pest management standards through close collaboration
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with Parks-Internal Pest Management and active par-
ticipation in the aforementioned CNLA Clean Plants
Certification program. Lures and sticky traps are installed
throughout field production areas to support early detec-
tion of invasive or regulated pests, and all incoming plant
shipments are thoroughly inspected by the crop protec-
tion manager or a trained delegate before being released
into the holding area. In alignment with Section 3.8 of
the Pine Creek Clean Plant Manual, any pest observed by
staff or contractors is immediately reported, with iden-
tification verified either in-house or by IPM specialists.

Plant material found with regulated pests is isolated off-
site pending Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
investigation, and any affected production areas are
roped off and restricted until the issue is resolved. Pine
Creek Nursery will contact CFIA and/or the Canadian
Nursery Certification Institute (CNCI) immediately if

any regulated pests are detected. These measures
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collectively ensure that The City minimizes the risk of

introducing or spreading harmful pests and continues

to uphold best management practices that protect the
urban forest and surrounding natural environments.

How has the City adapted its tree
selection, planting, and maintenance
standards to improve resilience to
future extreme weather events?

Calgary’s urban forest operates under a unique climatic
regime shaped by its Plant Hardiness Zone 4a classifica-
tion and the strong influence of Chinook events, which
can produce rapid midwinter temperature fluctuations
exceeding 20°C (68°F). These abrupt warm periods fre-
guently induce premature budbreak initiation, followed
by terminal bud mortality when temperatures return
to baseline. Combined with the region’s cold semi-arid
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conditions, low annual precipitation, and high evapotrans-
piration rates, these factors create significant establishment
and long-term survivability challenges for municipal trees.

To address these constraints, our Urban Forestry team
focuses on species diversification, improved production
standards, and enhanced establishment techniques.

1. Species Selection and Genetic Adaptation

Through ongoing collaboration with the Western
Nursery Growers Group (WNGG), Calgary is able to:

e trial new and underutilized taxa with improved cold hardi-
ness, pest and disease resistance, and drought tolerance

e evaluate performance of stock sourced from
regions with similar freeze-thaw dynamics, and

e encourage nursery partners to develop cli-
mate-resilient cultivars. >>

Calgary'’s first snowfall can come before fall leaf drop is
complete—creating an extra challenge for the city's trees.




2. Production Innovations

To improve root structure and transplant
success, The City is actively trialing:

e airpot and air pruning systems to
reduce circling roots and enhance
fibrous root development

e soil amendments such as compost
and biochar to increase porosity,
cation exchange capacity, and
water holding potential, and

e modified irrigation regimes during
production to promote deeper
rooting and hardening off.

3. Planting Standards and
Site Preparation

Calgary has refined its planting specifica-
tions to mitigate transplant stress by:

e planting at grade to reduce stem girdling
root formation and improve gas exchange

e providing rootzone protection using a
150-mm (6-inch) layer of recycled mulch
applied to the dripline to moderate soil
temperature, suppress weeds, reduce
moisture loss, and reduce mechanical
damage to trunk and root zone, and

e adjusting planting depths to accommo-
date variable soil textures and prevent
crown rot in poorly drained sites.

4. Establishment Watering
Enhancements

Given Calgary’s drought-prone environ-
ment, The City continues to optimize its
establishment watering program by:

e implementing precision watering
technologies, including water bags
and water retention systems

e using GIS-integrated scheduling to
ensure consistent application during
the critical first five years, and

e monitoring soil moisture and tree response
to refine watering frequency and volume.
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What can you tell us about the current
and future tree taxa picture?

Calgary’s public urban forest comprises approxi-
mately 500,000 trees representing 44 distinct genera,
with Picea, Populus, Fraxinus, Ulmus, and Prunus
forming the predominant canopy structure.

As both Fraxinus and Ulmus are now considered species at risk in
our region, the Pine Creek Nursery team is proactively expand-
ing species- and genus-level diversity to enhance long-term urban
forest resilience. Current initiatives include the trial and pro-
duction of Ulmus davidiana var. japonica, a DED—resistant elm
demonstrating strong drought tolerance and proven adaptabil-
ity to Calgary’s heavy clay soils. The cultivars Acer saccharinum
‘Silver Cloud’ and Tilia cordata ‘BySkinner’ also tolerate drought
and difficult soils and are noted for their strong central leaders
and reliable structural form. They tolerate the removal of lower
branches to meet required urban clearances—4.6 m (15 ft) over
streets and 2.4 m (8 ft) over sidewalks—making them suitable for
boulevard and streetscape applications. All three taxa are in pro-
duction at Pine Creek Nursery and/or are being procured for tree
planting programs. Increased emphasis on Acer and Quercus taxa
will further support our diversification objectives going forward.

Would you like to share some career highlights?

Jody Lewis: | am most proud of the strong relationships I've built
throughout my career—both within the Urban Forestry team and
with our many partners. These relationships are the foundation
of my work, enabling me to grow a program that is collabora-
tive, innovative, and deeply committed to Calgary’s urban forest.
My leadership is rooted in the belief that strong relationships are
the foundation of meaningful, lasting impact. Whether working
within the Urban Forestry team or alongside our many part-
ners, | strive to cultivate an environment where every voice is
valued, and every contribution strengthens our shared purpose.

Recently, | had the opportunity to highlight the efforts, accom-
plishments, and innovations of our Nursery, Planting, and
Watering teams during a Parks Director ride-along. Our team
walked the Director through our operational processes and show-
cased both planting and watering activities in the field. The
event was very well received, and | felt truly honoured to rep-
resent and lead such a dedicated and dynamic team. | truly
believe leadership is an act of service. My role is to remove bar-
riers, empower others, and create clarity so teams can do their
best work. | champion innovation and continuous improvement,
encouraging curiosity, and supporting new approaches. >>
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Acer saccharinum ‘Silver Cloud' highlighted at the Prairie Tree Trial Field Day at Eagle Lake
Nurseries in Strathmore (east of Calgary) in August, 2024. The event was hosted by Landscape
Alberta Nursery Producers (LANP) and Western Nursery Growers Gro&owNGG).
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My career with Parks-Urban Forestry has taken me

through every part of the operation. | started as a sea-
sonal employee updating inventory records, supporting
tree planting programs, pruning trees, coordinating con- The 2025 UCFS conference in Henderson,
tractor work, and helping with nursery production. Over

: . g Nevada was my first, and it made a
time, I've had the opportunity to lead process improve- yf {

ments, conduct tree risk evaluations for poplar (Populus lasting impression. | was struck by the
spp.) removals, and contribute to major changes in how professionalism of the attendees and the
we grow, plant, and care for trees across Calgary. breadth of experience represented across
Today, I’m proud to support a dynamic team that is con- the group. The breakout sessions were well
stantly pushing for innovation—whether that’s improving run by knowledgeable experts, the guest
nursery production methods, refining planting operations, speakers added meaningful depth to the

or enhancing our citywide watering program. Seeing how
far we’ve come, and knowing how committed our team
is to continuous improvement gives me a great deal of ways to connect with participants.
pride. At its core, our program is built on people who
care deeply about Calgary’s trees and the communities
they support. That shared commitment is what makes
our work meaningful and keeps it moving forward. @

program, and the exhibitors found creative

—Jody Lewis

Located in a region with limited natural tree cover, most of Calgary's urban
canopy has grown through dedicated planting over a hundred-plus years.
Here, one can see the Bow River meandering towards Calgary’s downtown.
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